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e Sussex County FSA Updates

¢ County Committee Elections

¢ Increased Guaranteed Loan Limit

¢ 2013 Reporting of Fall Seeded Crops
* Marketing Assistance Loans

¢ Microloan Program

¢ GovDelivery

Sussex County FSA Update Revision

***A revised newsletter was necessary to correct the small grain reporting deadline.

FSA employees are working on making both annual Concervation Reserve Program payments and direct
payments for the DCP and ACRE programs. If there are any unearned payments, Commodity Credit
Corporation will automatically subtract those amounts from the October payments.
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Sussex County FSA County Committee Elections

21315 Berlin Rd, Unit 1

Georgetown, DE 19947 Watch your mailbox for your official county office committee election ballot
starting early next month. Ballots will be mailed to all eligible voters on Nov.

302-856-3990 4, 2013. If for some reason you don't receive a ballot, feel free to notify the

Fax 302-856-4381 county FSA office.

Completed and signed ballots must be returned to the county office by close
of business on Dec.2, 2013.

County Executive Director

G N Hud imi
regrey N Hudson Increased Guaranteed Loan Limit

The Farm Service Agency has announced that the loan limit for the
Program Technicians Guaranteed Loan Program will increase to $1,355,000 on Oct. 1, 2013. The
limit is adjusted annually based on data compiled by the National Agricultural
Statistics Service.

Nicole Curran

Lisa Ell
Carrie Hudson The lending limit increases every year according to an inflation index. The
Harry Hudson maximum combined guaranteed and direct farm loan indebtedness will also

Nancy K Smith increase to $1,655,000.

As a reminder, the one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA guaranteed
Farm Ownership and Operating loans is 1.5 percent of the guaranteed

Farm Loan Specialist portion of the loan.

Jennifer Feindt Producers should contact their local FSA County Offices with questions
about farm loans.

County Committee

Members
Mark Davis Dates to Remember
Clay Vincent December 5  Sussex County COC Meeting 8:30 am

Matthew Smith

Janice Arney

2013 Reporting of Fall Seeded Crops

***All producers are reminded that the acreage reporting date for 2014 fall seeded crops is Dec. 15, 2013. This
applies to all fall seeded crops including winter wheat. Please call for an appointment to certify your wheat crop.

Marketing Assistance Loans

A Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) is available for producers who share in the risk of producing the crop. To be
eligible, a producer must maintain continual beneficial interest in the crop from harvest through the earlier of the
date the loan is repaid or CCC takes title to the commodity. Beneficial interest means retaining the ability to
make decisions about the commodity; responsibility for loss or damage to the commodity; and title to the
commodity. Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, the commodity is ineligible for loan — even if the
producer regains beneficial interest.
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Commodity loan eligibility also requires compliance with conservation and wetland protection requirements;
beneficial interest requirements, acreage reporting and ensuring that the commodity meets Commodity Credit
Corporation minimum grade and quality standards. For commodities to be eligible they must have been
produced by an eligible producer, be in existence and in a storable condition and be merchantable for food, feed
or other uses as determined by CCC. The quality of the commodity in farm storage must be maintained
throughout the term of the loan.

Producers do not have to participate in the Direct and Counter-Cyclical and/or ACRE programs to be eligible for
commodity loans.

Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan may trigger administrative actions, such as assessing
liquidated damages, calling the loan and denial of future farm-stored loans.

The most common violations are removing or disposing of a commodity being used as loan collateral without
prior authorization and providing an incorrect quantity certification.

Microloan Program

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan program to better serve the unique financial operating
needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan
features a streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers. This loan program
will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop
houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer,
utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses. As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for
a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender
under

GovDelivery

The USDA Farm Service Agency offices are moving toward a paperless operation.

Producers are asked to enroll in the new GovDelivery system which will provide notices, newsletters and
electronic reminders instead of a hard copy through the mail.

FSA, like many other organizations, is trying to work smarter and be more efficient. Moving to electronic
notifications via email will help conserve resources and save taxpayer dollars.

County Committee ballots will continue to be mailed to all eligible producers.

Producers can subscribe to receive free e-mail updates by going to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

SHARE
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Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at any time
on your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your e-mail address to log in. If you have
questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact support@govdelivery.com. For all
other inquiries, please contact askfsa@usda.gov.

If you have questions about FSA activities, please view our Freqguently Asked Questions page or you may also Search our web
site. These features are designed to assist you in obtaining the information you are seeking.

This service is provided to you at no charge by the USDA Farm Service Agency.

Frret br GJOVDELIVERY"
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