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● California is the most productive agricultural state in the nation. 
Farmers and ranchers in California blend old-fashioned patience 
and perseverance with cutting-edge technologies and advanced ag-
ricultural practices. The result is that California has been the nation’s 
No. 1 agricultural producer and exporter for 50 years

● California’s fertile and temperate growing regions are highly 
productive. Actually, nine of the top 10 agricultural producing coun-
ties in the nation are located in California. Fresno County tops the 
list with a total gross agricultural commodities production value of 
$5,347,398,000 in 2007. 

● California is the nation’s sole producer (99 percent or more) of a 
large number of specialty crops:
• Almonds • Artichokes • Clingstone Peaches • Dried Plums • Figs 
• Olives • Persimmons • Pomegranates • Raisins • Seed, Ladino 
Clover • Sweet Rice • Walnuts.

● The Golden State’s agricultural abundance includes 400 different 
commodities. The state produces about half of U.S. - grown fruits, 
nuts and vegetables. With less than four percent of the nation’s 

California
Total Area: 99.81 million acres
Acres in ag production: 25.36 million         
Farms & ranches: 81,033
Average Farm Size (acres) 313

Population: 36,961,664 (2009 est.) 
 - Rural: 833,075
 - Urban: 36,128,589

Market Value of Ag Products: $ 33.9 billion

Principal operators by sex: 
             - Male - 66,068
             - Female - 14,965

All operators by race:
             - White - 117,665
             - Black or African American - 434
             - American Indian or Alaska Native - 1,838
             - Native Hawaiian or Other Pacifi c Islander - 311
             - Asian - 5,780
             - All operators of Spanish, Hispanic
   or Latino Origin - 14,199

(USDA - NASS Census of Agriculture 2007; ERS State Facts 2009)
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Lt. Governor: 
Gavin Newsome (D)
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Dreier, David; (R-26th)
Eshoo, Anna; (D-14th)
Farr, Sam; (D-17th)
Filner, Bob; (D-51st)
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farms and ranches, California produces over 13 % percent of the 
nation’s agricultural production value. 

● California’s top 20 crop and livestock commodities account for 
more than $25 billion in value. Each of the top 10 commodities 
exceed $1 billion in value. In 2006 and milk remained the No. 1 
commodity, followed by nursery/greenhouse products and grapes.

● With an annual export market of more than $11.3 billion in food 
and commodities, California leads the nation’s exporters, shipping 
to more than 150 countries around the world. The European Union, 
Canada and Japan are the top three destinations for California’s 
agricultural products.

● Early California farmers and ranchers were the Spanish mis-
sionaries, followed by Mexicans, Japanese, Portuguese, Dutch 
and other Europeans, Chinese and Russians. Today, nearly every 
nationality is represented in California agriculture. The result is a 
highly adaptable and diverse agricultural industry.
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   Number of County Offi ces/
Service Centers: 30

Number of FSA Employees: 212 

The United States Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all 
its programs and activities on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or 
part of an individual’s income is derived 
from any public assistance programs. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice 
and TDD). To fi le a complaint of discrimi-
nation, write USDA, Director, Offi ce of 
Civil Rights, and 1400 Independence Av-
enue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 
or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-
720-6382 (TDD).

California The Golden State

California FSA State Offi ce
430 G Street
Room # 4161
Davis, CA 95616

Phone: (530) 792-5520
Fax: (530) 792-5555

Top 5 agriculture commodities, 2009
Value of 
receipts 
million $

Percent of 
state total 

farm receipts

Percent of 
US value

1. Dairy products $ 4,537.71 13 18.6
2. Greenhouse/
nursery

$ 3,792.29 10.9 23.8

3. Grapes $ 3,267.85 9.4 88.6
4. Almonds $ 2,293.50 6.6 100.0
5. Lettuce $ 1,725.79 5.0 78.8
All commodities $ 34,840.64  12.3

Top 5 agriculture exports, estimates, FY 2009
Rank among states Value million $

1. Tree nuts 1 2,240.3
2. Fruits and 
preparations

1 2,802.1

3. Other 1 2,138.7
4. Vegetables and 
preparations

1 1,994.1

5. Rice 2 523.9
Overall rank/value 1 $12,502.3

  (USDA - ERS State Facts 2009)Revised May 2011


