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2014 Dates and Deadlines 

Crop Acreage Reporting Deadlines: NEW REPORTING DATES ARE IN 
EFFECT  

"In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers 
are encouraged to visit their local FSA office to file an accurate crop 
certification report by the applicable deadline," said Harrison.  

The following 2014 acreage reporting dates are applicable for the entire 
state of Georgia:  

  July 15, 2014: Corn, Cotton, Grain Sorghum, Peanuts, Soybeans, 
and all others crops not shown with a specific reporting date  

 August 15, 2014:Fresh market tomatoes (planted 7/1 - 8/15) 
September 15, 2014: Fresh market Sweet Corn (planted 7/15 - 
8/25)  

 October 15, 2014: Cabbage (planted 7/16 - 9/30)  

http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/bcb138
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
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The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:  

·        If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, 
then the acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after 
planting is completed.  

·        If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage 
reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars 
days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must 
be provided to the county office.  

According to Harrison , Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP 
covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the NAP-covered crop begins.  

 For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please 
contact your local office. 

COC Election Period  

June 15, 2014 - The nomination period begins. Request nomination forms 

from the local USDA Service Center or obtain online at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections  

Aug. 1, 2014 -  Last day to file nomination forms at the local USDA 

Service    Center  

Nov.3, 2014 -     Ballots mailed to eligible voters  

Dec. 1, 2014 -    Last day to return voted ballots to the USDA Service Center  

Jan. 1, 2015 -   Newly elected county committee members take office  

  

 

 

USDA Announces Programs to Conserve Sensitive Land and 
Help Beginning Farmers  

 Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack  announced that farmers, ranchers and landowners committed to protecting 
and conserving environmentally sensitive land may sign up for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
beginning June 9. The Secretary also announced that retiring farmers enrolled in CRP could receive incentives 
to transfer a portion of their land to beginning, disadvantaged or veteran farmers through the Transition 
Incentives Program (TIP).   

“CRP is one of the largest voluntary conservation programs in the country,” said Vilsack. “This initiative helps 
farmers and ranchers lead the nation in preventing soil erosion, improving water quality and restoring wildlife 
habitat, all of which will make a difference for future generations.”  

Vilsack continued, “The average age of farmers and ranchers in the United States is 58 years, and twice as 
many are 65 or older compared to those 45 or younger. The cost of buying land is one of the biggest barriers to 
many interested in getting started in agriculture. The Transition Incentives Program is very useful as we work to 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections


help new farmers and ranchers get started.”    

The Conservation Reserve Program provides incentives to producers who utilize conservation methods on 
environmentally-sensitive lands.  For example, farmers are monetarily compensated for establishing long-term 
vegetative species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water 
quality, and enhance wildlife habitat.  

CRP consists of a “continuous” and “general” sign-up period. Continuous sign up for the voluntary program starts 
June 9. Under continuous sign-up authority, eligible land can be enrolled in CRP at any time with contracts of up 
to 10 to 15 years in duration. In lieu of a general sign-up this year, USDA will allow producers with general CRP 
contracts expiring this September to have the option of a one-year contract extension.  USDA will also implement 
the 2014 Farm Bill’s requirement that producers enrolled through general sign-up for more than five years can 
exercise the option to opt-out of the program if certain other conditions are met. In addition, the new grassland 
provisions, which will allow producers to graze their enrolled land, will enable producers to do so with more 
flexibility.  

The Transition Incentives Program provides two additional years of payments for retired farmers and ranchers 
who transition expiring CRP acres to socially disadvantaged, military veteran, or beginning producers who return 
the land to sustainable grazing or crop production.  Sign up will also begin June 9.  TIP funding was increased by 
more than 30 percent in the 2014 Farm Bill, providing up to $33 million through 2018.  

As part of the 2014 Farm Bill, participants meeting specific qualifications may have the opportunity to terminate 
their CRP contract during fiscal year 2015 if the contract has been in effect for a minimum of five years and if 
other conditions are also met.   

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA), which administers CRP, will coordinate the various CRP program 
opportunities. For more information on CRP and other FSA programs, visit a local FSA county office or go online 
to www.fsa.usda.gov.  

Both the CRP and TIP were reauthorized by the 2014 Farm Bill.  The Farm Bill builds on historic economic gains 
in rural America over the past five years, while achieving meaningful reform and billions of dollars in savings for 
taxpayers. Since enactment, USDA has made significant progress to implement each provision of this critical 
legislation, including providing disaster relief to farmers and ranchers; strengthening risk management tools; 
expanding access to rural credit; funding critical research; establishing innovative public-private conservation 
partnerships; developing new markets for rural-made products; and investing in infrastructure, housing and 
community facilities to help improve quality of life in rural America. For more information, visit 
www.usda.gov/farmbill.  

Farm Service Agency County Committee Nomination Period 
Begins June 15 

 

 Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced  that the nomination period for local Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
county committees begins Sunday, June 15, 2014.  

“County committees are a vital link between the farm community and the U.S. Department of Agriculture,” said 
Vilsack. “I hope that every eligible farmer and rancher will participate in this year's county committee elections. 
Through the county committees, farmers and ranchers have a voice; their opinions and ideas get to be heard on 
federal farm programs.”  

Vilsack added, “We’ve seen an increase in the number of nominations of women and minority candidates, and I 
hope that trend continues.”  

To be eligible to serve on an FSA county committee, a person must participate or cooperate in a program 
administered by FSA, be eligible to vote in a county committee election and reside in the local administrative 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.usda.gov/farmbill


area where the person is nominated.  

Farmers and ranchers may nominate themselves or others. Organizations representing minorities and women 
also may nominate candidates. To become a candidate, an eligible individual must sign the nomination form, 
FSA-669A. The form and other information about FSA county committee elections are available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. Nomination forms for the 2014 election must be postmarked or received in the local 
USDA Service Center by close of business on Aug. 1, 2014. Elections will take place this fall.  

While FSA county committees do not approve or deny farm ownership or operating loans, they make decisions 
on disaster and conservation programs, emergency programs, commodity price support loan programs and other 
agricultural issues. Members serve three-year terms. Nationwide, there are about 7,800 farmers and ranchers 
serving on FSA county committees. Committees consist of three to 11 members that are elected by eligible 
producers.  

FSA will mail ballots to eligible voters beginning Nov. 3, 2014. Ballots are due back to the local county office 
either via mail or in person by Dec. 1, 2014. Newly elected committee members and alternates take office on 
Jan. 1, 2015.  

 

USDA ANNOUNCES CHANGES TO FRUIT, VEGETABLE AND 
WILD RICE PLANTING RULES 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect producers who 
intend to participate in certain programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014.   

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables or wild rice are 
planted on the payment acres of a farm.  Payment reductions do not apply to mung beans, dry peas, lentils or 
chickpeas.  Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not considered payment acres will not result 
in a payment reduction.  Farms that are eligible to participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular 
year may plant unlimited fruits, vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for 
that year.  Eligibility for succeeding years is not affected.  

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-for-acre 
payment reduction when those crops are planted on either more than 15 percent of the base acres of a farm 
enrolled in ARC using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of the base acres of a farm enrolled 
in ARC using the individual coverage.  

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a payment reduction 
if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation.  

 

USDA ANNOUNCES RESTART OF THE BIOMASS CROP 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

The Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP) was reauthorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and will resume on a 
limited basis [on June 9] upon the publication of a Notice of Funding Availability.  

BCAP employs three types of biomass assistance primarily through approved BCAP project areas. For growing 
new biomass, BCAP provides financial assistance with 50 percent of the cost of establishing a perennial crop. To 
maintain the crop as it matures until harvest, BCAP provides an annual payment for up to 5 years for herbaceous 
crops, or up to 15 years for woody crops. To collect existing agriculture or forest residues that are not 
economically retrievable, BCAP provides assistance with mitigating the cost of harvesting and transporting the 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections


materials to the end-use facility.   

The 2014 Farm Bill authorizes $25 million annually for BCAP, requiring between 10 and 50 percent of the total 
funding to be used for harvest and transportation of biomass residues. Traditional food and feed crops are 
ineligible for assistance. The 2014 Farm Bill also enacted several modifications for BCAP, including higher 
incentives for socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers, and narrower biomass qualifications for matching 
payments, among other changes.   

Only the matching payments portion of the BCAP, with narrower biomass qualifications, will resume this summer. 
Additional information will be provided as the updated BCAP regulations and policies are implemented. With the 
2014 Farm Bill requiring several regulatory updates to BCAP, the resumption of establishment and annual 
payments has been deferred until a later date.     

For forest residues, this year’s matching payments are targeted for energy generation while reducing fire, insect 
and disease threats on Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management lands. Agriculture residues for energy 
are also eligible for matching payments.  

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA), which administers BCAP, will coordinate the BCAP enrollments. For 
more information on BCAP and other FSA programs, visit a local FSA office or go online to www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

USDA PREPARES TO ACCEPT MAL AND LDP REQUESTS; 
SETS 2014 MAL LOAN RATES 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) will begin accepting requests for marketing assistance loans (MALs) and 
loan deficiency payments (LDPs) for eligible 2014 commodities.   

 MALs and LDPs for the 2014 crop year become available to eligible producers beginning with harvest/shearing 
season and extending through a specific commodity’s final loan availability date. Sugar commodity loans for the 
2014 crop will be available to sugar processors beginning Oct. 1, 2014.   

 MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other 
oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool, mohair and honey.  MALs provide producers interim financing 
after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities when market prices are 
typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may 
obtain an LDP if such a payment is available.  

 The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed $125,000 annually 
on certain commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage payments, agriculture risk 
coverage payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These payment limitations do not apply to MAL 
loan disbursements.  

 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a producer 
whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP.  

 National and county loans rates for 2014 crops are posted on the FSA website 
at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.  

 For more information, please visit a nearby USDA Service Center or FSA’s website www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

USDA ENHANCES FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN 
PROGRAM 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the expansion of the Farm Storage and Facility 
Loan program, which provides low-interest financing to producers.  The enhanced program includes 22 new 
categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable producers.  

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now have access 
to needed capital for a variety of supplies including sorting bins, wash stations and other food safety-related 
equipment.  A new more flexible alternative is also provided for determining storage needs for fruit and vegetable 
producers, and waivers are available on a case-by-case basis for disaster assistance or insurance coverage if 
available products are not relevant or feasible for a particular producer.    

Additionally, Farm Storage Facility Loan security requirements have been eased for loans up to 
$100,000.  Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 and any loan with little resale value required a promissory 
note/security agreement and additional security, such as a lien on real estate.  Now loans up to $50,000 can be 
secured by only a promissory note/security agreement and some loans between $50,000 and $100,000 will no 
longer require additional security.  

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.  Eligible 
commodities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass commodities, fruits 
and vegetables.  Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for fruits and 
vegetables.  

Contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more about FSA programs and loans, including the 
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.  

USDA AWARDING $6 MILLION TO PREPARE FARMERS FOR 
NEW FARM BILL PROGRAMS 

USDA is awarding $6 million to universities and cooperative state extension services to develop online decision 
tools and other materials and train experts to educate producers about several key farm bill programs. The new 
Web tools will help farmers and ranchers determine what participation in programs established by the 2014 Farm 
Bill will mean for their businesses.  

The University of Illinois (lead for the National Coalition for Producer Education), along with the Food and 
Agricultural Policy Research Institute (FAPRI) at the University of Missouri and the Agricultural and Food Policy 
Center at Texas A&M (co-leads for the National Association of Agricultural and Food Policy), will receive a total 
of $3 million to develop the new online tools and train state-based extension agents who can in turn help educate 
farmers.   

The new resources will help farmers and ranchers make an educated choice between the new Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) program and the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program. Using the new online tools, producers 
will be able to use data unique to their specific farming operations combined with factors like the geographical 
diversity of crops, soils, weather and climates across the country to test a variety of financial scenarios before 
officially signing up for the new program options later this year.  Once a producer enrolls in the ARC or PLC 
program, he or she must remain in the program through the 2018 crop year.  

New tools will be provided for other programs as well. Sign-up for the newly established Margin Protection 
Program for Dairy (MPP) begins late this summer and enrollment for "buy-up" provisions under the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) will begin early next year.  An online MPP tool will be available when 
sign up begins and the NAP buy-up provision resource will become available to producers in the fall for the 2015 
crop year.  

USDA will also award $3 million to state cooperative extension services—a nationwide network of experts based 
at land-grant universities—for outreach and education on the new Farm Bill programs. Funds will be used to 
conduct public education outreach meetings where producers can speak with local extension agents and Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) staff.  Outreach meetings will begin late this summer to help farmers and ranchers 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


understand the new programs and their options.  

While universities work to create new online tools, producers now have access to a preliminary website that 
gives them a chance to begin familiarizing themselves with the new programs and the type of information they 
will need to consider when deciding which program options work better for them. At this site, farmers and 
ranchers can view ARC and PLC projected payments, ARC guarantees, and PLC payment rate projections. 
These tables are available on the FSA website.  

Visit www.fsa.usda.gov or the local FSA office for information about FSA and the 2014 Farm Bill programs.  

NEW FARM BILL OFFERS INCREASED OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
PRODUCERS 

The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program modifications that 
create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs is available here.  

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and continue 
operations, including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and emphasizing beginning 
and socially disadvantaged producers.     

Changes that will take effect immediately include:  

·        Elimination of the 15 year term limit for guaranteed operating loans.  

·        Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county as a qualifier 
instead of the median farm size.  

·        Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less than regular 
Direct Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate was established at 5 percent.  

·        Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan Program from 
$225,000 to $300,000.  

·        Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit.  

·        Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining additional loans from the 
federal government.  

·        Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90 percent for 
socially disadvantaged borrowers and beginning farmers.  

·        Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term limits for veterans and beginning farmers.  

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA Farm Bill website 
for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs.  

MICROLOAN PROGRAM 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique financial 
operating needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.    

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=arpl&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140324_insup_en_fbill.html
http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing&utm_source=spotlight&utm_medium=click&utm_content=rotation1&utm_campaign=2014farmbill


features a streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers.  This loan program 
will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).    

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop 
houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, 
utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses.  As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for 
a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender 
under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.  

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan programs 
available should contact their local FSA office to set up an appointment with a loan official.   

DIRECT LOAN CHANGES 

Changes were made to the interest rate charged on loans where FSA provides 50 percent or less on jointly 
financed purchases of real estate also called Direct Farm Ownership Participation Loans. The interest rate will be 
the greater of 2.5 percent or the current interest rate for direct Farm Ownership loans minus 2 percent, as a fixed 
rate for the duration of the loan. At present, the June direct Farm Ownership rate is 4.00 percent. Because the 
2.5 percent floor is greater than subtracting 2 percent from the current direct farm ownership loan rate, the rate 
for Direct Farm Ownership Participation Loans in June is 2.50 percent.   

GUARANTEED LOAN ELIGIBILITY  

Changes to FSA regulations have removed Guaranteed Operating Loan term limits. Previous and current 
guaranteed loan borrowers who were not eligible for further guaranteed loans due to the previous 15 year 
eligibility term limit may now be eligible for further guaranteed loans through their commercial lender.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


