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Rural Youth Loan helps
Titus Purchase His Lamb

Titus Matthews is 16 years old and
received a Rural Youth Loan from the
Hawaii County Farm Service Agency.

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes
loans to rural youths for income producmg
projects with the support of many
community organizations, such as 4-H
clubs, FFA and faith-based organizations.
Youths must have an advisor to help
oversee the planning and execution of
their projects. The obJ ective of the rural
youth loan program is to expose youth to
entrepreneurial thinking combined with
practical business planning techniques.
The hope is that more youths will see
agriculture as a viable career option.

Titus is a member of the East Hawaii 4-H

Barnyard Buddies Livestock Club. Money ==

from his youth loan was used to purchase
a lamb and pay for the feed and supplies to
raise it.

After raising his animal, Titus sold it at the
Hawaii County 4-H Livestock Show and
Auction in Waimea this past June. He was
able to sell his sheep at a price that
allowed him to repay his FSA loan and
make a little profit for himself.

“Titus is a great example of how FSA’s
Youth Loan Program can provide both life
experiences and financial assistance to
Hawaii’s youth.” said Miki Miyasato,
Hawaii County
FSA Farm Loan
Manager.
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Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

United States citizenship (which in-
cludes Guam, American Samoa, The
Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, the Vir-
gin Islands) or a legal resident alien
10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility
requirements

Reside in a rural area, city or town
with a population of 50,000 or fewer
people

Inability to obtain a loan from other
sources

Conduct a modest income-producing
project in a supervised program of
work as outlined above

Demonstrate capability of planning,
managing and operating the project
under guidance and assistance from a
project advisor.

$5,000 maximum loan amount

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Hawaii & Pacific Basin
Farm Service Agency
Offices:

Hawaii & Pacific Basin
FSA State Office

737 Bishop St, Ste 2340
Honolulu, HI 96813

Ph: (808)441-2704
Fax: (808)441-2705

Hawaii County FSA
Hilo

154 Waianuenue Ave,
Rm 102

Hilo, HI 96720

Ph: (808)933-8381 x 1
Fax: (808)933-8345

Kona

The Kona Office is
closed until further notice
- Please call 933-8381

x 1 for service or infor-
mation

Honolulu County FSA
99-193 Aiea Heights Dr,
Suite 114

Aiea, HI 96701

Ph: (808)483-8600 x 2
Fax: (808)483-8615

Kauai County FSA
4334 Rice St, Rm 103
Lihue, HI 96766

Ph: (808)245-9014 x 2
Fax: (808)246-4639

Maui County FSA

77 Hookele St, Ste 201
Kahului, HI 96732

Ph: (808)871-5500 x 2
Fax: (808)873-6183

Guam FSA Office
400 Route 8, Ste 306
Mongmong, GU 96910
Ph: (671)472-7568
Fax: (671)472-7580

American Samoa FSA
Pago Plaza Bldg, Ste
213

Pago Pago, AS 96799
Ph: (684)633-1031 x121
Fax: (684)633-7614

Hours
Monday—Friday
8:00 am—4:00 pm

Website
www.fsa.usda.gov/hi

Hispanic and Women
Farmers and Ranchers

A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic
and women farmers and ranchers who
believe they were discriminated against
when seeking USDA farm loans has been
established.

If you believe that the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) improperly
denied farm loan benefits to you between
1981 and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or
because you are female, you may be eligible
to apply for compensation.

For additional information on this and other
settlement issues contact:

Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims
Process: www.farmerclaims.gov or call
1-888-508-4429.

Pigford — Black Farmers
Discrimination Litigation:
www.blackfarmercase.com or call
1-866-950-5547.

Keepseagle - The Native American
Farmers Class Action Settlement:
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call
1-888-233-5506.

Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Program (SURE)

The sign-up for 2010 losses begins Nov. 14,
2011 and will end June 1, 2012.

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program (SURE) provides benefits for farm
revenue losses due to natural disasters that
incurred in the crop year 2010. SURE is
available to eligible producers on:

Farms in counties with Secretarial disas-
ter declarations, this includes Hawaii,
Honolulu, Kauai, and Maui counties. All
economically significant crops grown by
a producer are eligible, except grazed
Crops.

OR

Any farm in which disaster-related con-
ditions reduced the actual crop year pro-
duction on the farm to 50 percent or less
than normal production of the farm.

Adjusted Gross Income Report
to IRS — Act Now

Producers are reminded they must submit an
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) verification
consent form (CCC-931) to the IRS to main-
tain eligibility for 2010 and 2011 program
benefits. Individuals and legal entities are
now using one form: CCC-931 Certification
and Consent.

The consent form authorizes IRS to verify
that a producer’s AGI is within the require-
ments for FSA programs eligibility.

Producers who failed to file these forms
before September 2011 will receive a final
notice from the FSA National Office. This
notice will give the producer a final opportu-
nity to submit the CCC-931 prior to becom-
ing ineligible for all 2010 and 2011 program
payments (with the exception of some earlier
multi-year CRP contracts). The letter will
provide instructions on where the completed
form must be sent.

IRS requires written consent from all indi-
viduals or legal entities before verification of
AQGI eligibility can be provided to USDA.
For more information contact your local

FSA office.
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FSA County Committee Voting Begins

Ballots for this year’s FSA county committee election
were mailed to eligible voters on November 4, 2011.
Voters must complete their ballots and return them to the
Farm Service Agency county office by the close of busi-
ness on December 5, 2011. If mailed, ballots must be
postmarked by midnight December 5, 2011.

The candidates are as follows:

Hawaii County - LAA#1 (Puna and Ka’u Districts)
e Aileen Yeh
e Luana Beck

Maui County - LAA#2 (south and southwest of Kuihe-
lani, Hana, and Haleakala Hwy. from Kula to Kipahulu)
e Bryan Otani

Honolulu County - LAA#2 (windward side from north
end of Waimanalo to Kahuku)
e Gail Thongkham

Kauai County - LAA#1 (Niihau, Waimea, Koloa, and
up to Lihue - tax map key districts (4)-1’s, (4)-2’s and
(4)-3’s)

Michael C. “Corky” Bryan

Sheila Louis

Charlene A Mederios

Gary Ueunten

Guam - LAA#3 (Yona south of Route 17 to Umatac to
Talofofo)
e Brian F. Leon Guerrero

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands -
LAA#3 (Island of Tinian)
o Ignacio “Ike” Aquiningoc

Eligible voters in the local administrative areas who
have not received a ballot should contact their FSA
county office staff.

Voter Requirements - Persons meeting requirements in
1 or 2, plus 3, below, are eligible to vote:

1. Legal voting age and have an interest in a farm or
ranch as any of the following: an individual, an
authorized representative of an entity, spouses
when property is owned jointly or in community
property states.

2. Not of legal voting age, but supervises and
conducts the farming operations on an entire farm.

3. Participates or cooperates in any FSA program that
is provided by law.

Discrimination Prohibited No person shall be denied
the right to vote because of race, color, national origin,
sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual ori-
entation or marital or family status.

Online Services

Producers with Internet access can fill out a variety of
FSA forms online. Producers can also register for secure
electronic access that will allow them to electronically
sign and transmit some forms directly to the county
office staff. If you are new to the website, first you will
want to obtain a Level 2 USDA Service Center
Customer ID and password at:
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/ and then click on
"Create an Account Page" link.

If you already have a Customer ID and password, then
click on the following eForms website at:
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainserviet
and then click on the "Sign In" button. A disclaimer
window will open and after you read the "Warning
message" click on the "Continue" button.

Then the USDA Web services page will open to the
eAuthentication login page. Enter your login User ID
and password and then click on the "Login" button. To
sign and transmit forms electronically, you must sign-up
and get a User ID and password.

Hawaii and Pacific Basin FSA online newsletter is
another example of the online services available to
producers. The new delivery system through USDA
Farm Service Agency is now being used for notices,
newsletters and electronic reminders.

Farm Service Agency, like many other organizations, is
working smarter and more efficiently. Conversion to
electronic notification via email helps conserve re-
sources and save taxpayer dollars.

Spread the word and let other producers know they can
subscribe now to receive free e-mail updates by going to
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe or use the box “Sign
up for updates” on the FSA homepage.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 3
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Disaster Assistance Programs

The array of FSA disaster assistance programs include:

e Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees,
and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP)

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

Tree Assistance Program (TAP)

Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments
(SURE) Program

To be eligible for SURE, TAP, and ELAP, producers
must purchase catastrophic risk protection insurance
for all insurable crops, and coverage for non-insurable
crops. For LFP, grazed land must be covered.

Farm-Raised Fish means all fish being produced for
sale by an eligible producer. In the case of honey, the
term "farm" means all bees and beehives in all coun-
ties that are intended to be harvested for a honey crop
by the eligible producer.

Producers who meet the definition of Socially
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource Producer or
Beginning Farmer or Rancher do not have to meet
this risk management purchase requirement.

Emergency Loan

Application Deadlines

All Hawaii
Counties
except Kauai

Dec. 8,2011 | Production and Physical
losses, caused by tsunami

waves on March 11, 2011

Interest Rates for
November 2011

Farm Operating - Direct 1.375%

Farm Ownership - Direct 3.750%

Farm Ownership - Direct Down Pay- | 1.500%
ment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher

Emergency 3.750%

Limited Resource 5.000%

Loans for Minorities and Women

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has a number of loan
programs available to assist applicants to begin or
continue in agriculture production. Funds are available
for operating loans and to purchase or improve farms or
ranches (ownership loans.)

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for
these loan programs, FSA has provided priority funding
for members of socially disadvantaged applicants.

A socially disadvantaged applicant is someone who has
been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice
because of his or her identity as a member of a group,
without regard to his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged
groups are women, Asian Americans, Pacific Islanders,
Hispanics, African Americans, American Indians, and
Alaskan Natives.

Farm Service Agency loans are only available to
applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements
and are unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

Changing Banks

Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made
electronically using Direct Deposit.

To maintain efficient payment processing, it is critical
to keep the county office staff up to date on changes
you might make with your financial institutions.

If you have made changes to accounts or have changed
banking institutions, these changes might affect the
direct deposit of your FSA payments. When changes
like these are made, be sure to contact the FSA county
office so we can update our records to ensure efficient
and uninterrupted service.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 4



Farm Loan Manager
Vance Christensen
Retires from FSA

Vance Christensen left the cold
of the Utah State Farm Service
Agency Office for the warm trade §*
winds of Maui to take the reigns
as the Farm Loan Manager at the
Maui County Farm Service Agency (FSA) office in
2002. Next month Vance will leave FSA to begin his
life in retirement.

Since joining the FSA Hawaii team nine years ago,
Vance has consistently been the state's leader in part-
nering with non-profit organizations to engage young
people in FSA's Rural Youth loan program, which is
designed to build the interests and skills of youth in
agriculture.

A few of Vance's other invaluable achievements have
been:
o Consistently exceeding Maui County Farm
Loan Program goals
e Actively serving in many capacities in the Na-
tional Association of Credit Specialists
e Increasing loan delivery to geographically dis-
advantaged communities (When Vance came
on board in 2002 Molokai had loans to only
two individuals. As of October 31, 2011, there
were 34 farm borrowers on Molokai.)

Vance's expertise in FSA's Farm Loan Programs and
its mission is recognized by agency staff here and
across the country.

Best wishes are extended to Vance and his family.

Dates to Remember

Nov. 14, 2011 | Sign-up for 2010 SURE program
begins

Dec. 1,2011 | NAP Signup Deadline

Dec. 5, 2011 |Last Day to Return COC Election
Ballots to your County Office

Jan. 2, 2012 |Elected COC Members and
Alternates take office

Jan. 30, 2012 | Sign-up applications for LFP due
in County Office

Attention *** Safeguarding Personal
Identification Information is Everyone’s
Responsibility

Personally Identifiable Information (PII) is information
that can be used to identify a single person (such as
your birthday, or social security number). The Farm
Service Agency makes every effort to protect personal,
financial and employment information from unauthor-
ized disclosure and will only collect, maintain, use and
disseminate personally identifiable information and
data as authorized by law and as necessary to carry out
official business.

As a consumer you also have a responsibility to help
safeguard your PII by following some basic guidelines.
One of these guidelines includes when contacted by
phone you should never be asked to verify your social
security number.

Recently some producers reported they were contacted
by persons claiming to be calling from Farm Service
Agency. Producers were told they needed to confirm
social security numbers. Please be advised that in ac-
cordance with FSA policies, staff are prohibited from
asking for this information over the phone. If you have
any questions or are approached by someone claiming
to be from FSA and asking about your personal infor-
mation please contact your local county office directly.

According to their website, the Federal Trade Commis-
sion (FTC) estimates that as many as 9 million Ameri-
cans have their identities stolen each year. In fact, you
or someone you know may have experienced some
form of identity theft.

Identity theft takes many forms. Identity thieves may
rent an apartment, obtain a credit card, or establish a
telephone account in your name. You may not find out
about the theft until you review your credit report or a
credit card statement and notice charges you did not
make—or until you are contacted by a debt collector.
For more information on steps to take to safeguard your
identity please visit www.ftc.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 5
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County Happenings

November Kauai 4-H - Farm Loan
15, 2011 Presentation on Youth Loans

November Barnyard Buddies 4-H Club, Hilo,
17, 2011 Hawaii - Farm Loan Presentation
on Youth Loans

November Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council
18 - 19, 2011 | Annual Convention - Hapuna
Beach Hotel, Waikoloa, Hawaii
Island

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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