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County Committee  
Election Results 
 

The County committee elections are over, 
the ballots are counted and the results are 
as follows:  
 

Hawaii County - LAA #3: 
Brenda DeLuz-Campbell of Paauilo 
First Alternate:  Minh Voss of Hilo 
 

Maui County – LAA #3: 
Lynn P. DeCoite of Kualapuu  
First Alternate:  James C. Schelinski  
 

Honolulu County - LAA #1: 
Wayne Shimokawa of Waimanalo 
 

Kauai County - LAA #2: 
Lincoln Y. T. Ching of Kapaa  
First Alternate:  Theresa M. Gordines  
 

Guam County - LAA #2: 
Norman Aguilar  
 

Commonwealth Islands of the Northern 
Mariana Islands LAA #2: 
Lucia Norita-Shilling of Saipan  
First Alternate:  Isidoro T. Cabrera  
 

Elected county committee members serve a 
three-year term and are responsible for 
making decisions on Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) disaster, conservation, commodity, 
and price support programs, as well as  
other important federal farm program 
issues.  
 

County committee members are a valuable 
asset because they are comprised of local 
producers who participate in FSA programs 
themselves and have a direct connection to 
farmers and ranchers in the community. All 
recently elected county committee mem-
bers and alternates took office on February 
18, 2014 and join the existing committee.  
 

For more information about county  
committees and the election process, please 
contact your local FSA Office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 

Hawaii and Maui Counties are 
Eligible for Emergency Loans 
 

Hawaii and Maui Counties were declared 
eligible by USDA Secretary Vilsack for 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) emergency 
loans due to drought conditions. Under this 
designation, producers with qualifying  
production and physical losses may apply 
for low interest loans.  
 

Producers have until September 15, 2014 to 
submit an application to FSA. Each loan  
application is evaluated on its own merits, 
taking into account the producer’s individual 
eligibility for the program, the extent of 
losses, collateral available and repayment 
ability. Qualifying producers may borrow up 
to 100 percent of actual production or  
physical losses with a limit of $500,000.  
 

For more information about emergency 
loans, please contact your local FSA office 
or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Your Farm Service Agency Online Monthly Newsletter Covering the Latest Topics 

Hawaii & Pacific Basin February 2014 

Selected Interest Rates for 
February  2014 

Farm Operating Loans — 
 Direct 2.00% 

MicroLoans 2.00% 

Farm Ownership Loans — 
Direct 4.25% 

Farm Ownership Loans — 
Direct Down Payment, Begin-
ning Farmer or Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans 3.00% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 
(7 years) 2.375% 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov�
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2014 Acreage Reporting Dates 
 

In order to comply with Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
program eligibility requirements, all producers are  
encouraged to visit their County FSA office to file an 
accurate crop certification report by the applicable  
deadline. 
 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable:   

If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above 
acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be  
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or  
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must 
provided to the county office. 
 

Beginning Farmer Loans 
 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to 
finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated 
farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to  
eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans. Farm Service Agency defines a beginning farmer 
as a person who: 
 

 Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
 Will materially and substantially participate in the 

operation of the farm 

Next County Committee Meeting Dates: 
 
Hawaii County -  April 11 at 8:30 am 
 
Honolulu County - March 21 at 3:00 pm 
 
Kauai County - February 19 at 8:30 a.m.  
 
Maui County - February 20 at 9:00 a.m.  
 
Guam County - February 26 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
CNMI County - February 26 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Contact the County Office to confirm meeting date and time, as 
budget constraints may limit the County Committee’s ability to 
meet each month. A list of County Offices, contact numbers and 
addresses may be found at: 
 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/hi_cof_staff.pdf 

 

Hawaii State & Pacific Basin Farm Service Agency Office  

737 Bishop St, Suite 2390 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph:  (808)441-2704 
Fax: (808)441-2705 

Diane Ley 
State Executive Director 
 

Steve Bazzell 
Farm Program Loan Chief 

Hawaii County Farm Service Agency Hilo Office  

154 Waianuenue Ave, Room 219 
Hilo, HI 96720 
Ph:  (808)933-8381 x 1 
Fax: (808)933-8345 

Lester Ueda 
County Executive Director 
 

Miki Miyasato 
Farm Loan Manager 

Honolulu County Farm Service Agency Office  

99-193 Aiea Heights Dr, Room 114 
Aiea, HI 96701 
Ph:  (808)483-8600 x 2 
Fax: (808)483-8615 

Jason Shitanishi 
County Executive Director 
 

Melissa Rodriques 
Farm Loan Manager 

Kauai County Farm Service Agency Office  

4334 Rice St, Suite 103 
Lihue, HI 96766 
Ph:  (808)245-9014 x 2 
Fax: (808)246-4639 

Robert Ishikawa 
County Executive Director 
 

Melissa Rodriques  
Farm Loan Manager 

Maui County Farm Service Agency Office  

77 Hookele St, Suite 201 
Kahului, HI 96732 
Ph:  (808)871-5500 x 2 
Fax: (808)873-6183 

James Robello 
County Executive Director 
 

John Tamashiro 
Farm Loan Manager 

Guam-CNMI Farm Service Agency Office  

770 East Sunset Blvd. Room 265 
Barrigada, GU 96913 
Ph:  (671)472-7568 
Fax: (671)472-7580 
CNMI (670)234-0896 

Thomas Camacho 
County Executive Director 
 

Fred San Nicolas II 
Farm Loan Assistant  
Manager 

Pago Plaza Building, Room 213 
P. O. Box 3661 
Pago Pago, AS 96799 
Ph:  (684)633-1031 x 2 
Fax: (684)633-7614 

Josie Malepeai Lealasola 
Agricultural Specialist 
 

Letisha Gaoa 
Farm Loan Technician 

Office Hours: Monday—Friday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm  

American Samoa Farm Service Agency Office  

Reporting Date: Crop 

February 15th of the current 
crop year or 15 days before 
the onset of harvest 

All crops not covered by 
Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance program 
(NAP) or Crop Insurance 

March 15th Coffee – contact your  
insurance agent 

March 31st of the subsequent 
crop year (2013 crops report 
in March 2014) 

All Non Insurable crops 
covered by NAP 

May 31st for the ensuing crop 
year 

Nursery Crops 

July 15th Banana, Papaya – contact 
your insurance agent 

July 15th Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP/CREP) 

September 30th Value-loss and controlled 
environment crops 
(except Nursery)         
Examples: aquaculture, 
floriculture, ginseng and 
mushrooms 

December 16th Grazed Forage (grass) 
covered by NAP 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/hi_cof_staff.pdf�
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that in addition to the land, water and biota being  
important; it is the partnerships, the people and the  
personal  commitment that truly make for good CREP 
projects. 

 

Building upon the knowledge base that was shared by 
the larger group, a small group of Farm Service Agency 
county executive directors met and determined a  
number of activities to better support landowners and 
other stakeholders in understanding the benefits of  
Hawaii CREP, the application process, and the  
available technical and procedural support. In the  
coming months, look for your county executive director 
to be “talking CREP” with commodity groups and at 
other meetings. If you cannot wait, give your  County 
Office a call and set up an appointment to “talk CREP.” 
Until then, visit: http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/forestry/lap/crep/ 
for an overview of Hawaii CREP. 
 

Loans for Women and Minorities 
 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has a number of loan  
programs available to assist applicants to begin or  
continue in agriculture production.  Loans are available 
for operating type loans and/or to purchase or to  
improve farms or ranches.   
 

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for 
these loan programs,  FSA has provided priority funding 
for women and minority applicants.   
 

For purposes of qualifying under these two categories 
minorities are comprised of African Americans,  
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders. 
 

Farm Service Agency loans are only available to  
applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and 
are unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender 

 Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower 
training and financial management program  

       sponsored by FSA 
 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the 

county’s median size 
 

Additional program information, loan applications, and 
other materials are available at your local USDA  
Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 

Hawaii County is Eligible for Emergency 
Loans due to Heavy Rains and Flooding 
 

Hawaii County was designated by Farm Service  
Agency (FSA) Administrator Juan Garcia for FSA 
emergency loans due to physical losses caused by 
heavy rains and flooding December 19-31, 2013. Under 
this Administrator’s Physical Loss Notification,  
producers with qualifying physical losses may apply 
for low interest loans to repair, restore, rehabilitate or 
replace essential items, of a real or non-real estate  
nature. 
 

Producers have until September 17, 2014, to submit an 
application to FSA. Qualifying producers may borrow 
up to 100 percent of actual physical losses with a limit 
of $500,000.                                 
 

For more information about emergency loans, please 
contact the Hawaii County FSA office at (808) 933-
8381 extension 1.                                                                                                                              
 

Conservation, Land and Agriculture  
Interests “Talk CREP” 
 

In early February, a group of stakeholders representing 
conservation, landowners and agriculture interests  
convened to preview the progress the Hawaii  
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 
has had over the past five (5) years and strategize on 
opportunities to increase program participation.  
Authorized by the Farm Bill and funded and managed 
jointly by the United States Department of Agriculture 
and the State of Hawaii, CREP supports landowners’ 
efforts to conserve and enhance our natural resources. 
 

Participants learned that there is room to expand  
Hawaii CREP participation, as 15,000 acres are  
available for enrollment throughout the state including 
areas adjacent to perennial and intermittent streams or 
lava tubes; and some crop lands. Lessons learned from 
project implementation were shared as well as the thrill 
of witnessing the establishment of conservation  
practices and the beginnings of improved  an  
environment on site and off. It became readily apparent 

County Executive Directors gather with resource 
stakeholders to discuss how the Hawaii Conser-
vation Reserve Enhancement Program can sup-
port cross agency and organizational goals of 
forest restoration;  

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/forestry/lap/crep/�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov�
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Farm Service Agency’s 2013 Employee 
of the Year - Kristen Kiriu 
 

Kristen Kiriu, Program Technician with the Hawaii 
County Farm Service Agency (FSA), was recently 
named the 2013 Employee of the Year for FSA Hawaii 
and Pacific Basin.  In just a few short years with the 
Agency, Kristen has consistently demonstrated the 
qualities and skills of an exceptional employee.   
 

Much of Kristen’s work centers on assisting producers 
with accessing a variety of program benefits with  
special emphasis on environmental and conservation 
services.  On a typical day, she compiles the necessary 
information about individual farms and ranches and 
enters the data into a geographic information systems 
(GIS) database and prepares the necessary reports and 
recommendations for further decision-making and  
action.  Sounds easy, but it is not always so, especially 
when integrating the GIS functions into FSA’s program 
systems for each unique individual producer.   
 

Kristen has taken the initiative and diligently applied 
herself to reach a high degree of skill in the use of GIS 
as it applies to FSA’s program functions.  Moreover, 
she is always willing to share her knowledge with other 
staff members across Hawaii and the Pacific Basin. She 
is often called on for answers to GIS and conservation 
questions.  Kristen is highly competent in researching 
the challenges before her and creating precise and  

Kristen C.Y. Kiriu was recognized for her exceptional 
skills and service as the 2013 Employee of the Year for 
the Farm Service Agency Hawaii and Pacific Basin.  

understandable written instructions for others to follow.  
She is truly a reliable team member and one that is   
highly valued by her peers, managers and the county’s 
farmers and ranchers. Congratulations Kristen! 

DLNR Specialist receives high praise 
and national honor from USDA 
 

For outstanding work in 
support of  conservation 
and forest stewardship, 
M. Irene Sprecher of 
the Hawaii Department 
of Land and Natural  
Resources (DLNR) has 
received the United 
States Department of  
Agriculture’s (USDA’s) 
prestigious Two Chiefs’ 
award. Winners for the  
annual national award 
are selected by the 
chiefs of the USDA 
Forest Service (USFS) 
and Natural Resources  
Conservation Service 
(NRCS). 
 
Sprecher, a Cooperative 
Resource Management 
Forester and the  
Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) Coordinator, played a 
lead role in the development of the “Collaboration on 
Forestry Related Program Delivery in Hawaii”  
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).  She also 
played a major role in the establishment of the  
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program in Hawaii. 
These processes required extensive collaboration and 
negotiation with national and local partners in order to 
customize these programs to best serve the interests of 
forestry conservation in Hawaii. 
 
A grant written by Sprecher awarded $250,000 in  
January 2013 from National Fish and Wildlife  
Foundation to provide needed resources for statewide 
planning and outreach to private forest landowners. Two 
(2) full-time staffers were hired in August to increase the 
number of CREP projects in Hawaii and to strengthen 
interactions with partner agencies in the support of  
sustainable management within Hawaii’s forest  
resources.  Great work Irene! 

Irene Sprecher  receives a  
national honor from the 
USDA for her work in  
conservation and forest   
stewardship. 
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Today his farm is abutted by homes and a high school, 
and potential and perceived off-site impacts of the farm 
are a huge concern.  It is essential that Mr. Otsuji be 
proactive to prevent the off-farm movement of  
windblown particles, suspended sediment, and nutrients 
in runoff. 

       

Slopes on the Otsuji 
Farm are up to 5%.  In 
the 70's, Edwin 
worked with NRCS, 
then known as the Soil 
Conservation Service 
(SCS) to address  
erosion, runoff and  
irrigation for his 
farm.  Ten years later, 
when runoff from his 
farm impacted the 
newly constructed 

high school, he worked with SCS to install bench  
terraces.   In recent years, when the aging terraces began 
to fail, Mr. Otsuji worked again with NRCS to reinforce 
the terraces with vetiver grass barrier.   
 
Another resource challenge is the Otsuji Farm's aging 
irrigation system and use of high quality, costly  
domestic water for irrigation.  Replacing aging  
infrastructure, use of new irrigation technology and  
irrigation water management is needed to more  
effectively and efficiently apply water for crop  
production.  The Otsuji Farm, like most farms, is not 
static.  It is a dynamic, growing system, and the Otsuji's 
have been perfecting their infrastructure and techniques. 
 
The Otsuji’s have been stewards of the land for many 
years, making the farm better than when he received it. 
He uses vetiver grass to reduce soil erosion and direct 
water runoff. This farm has innovations in growing such 
as companion plantings, cultivar selections, and natural 
insect/disease controls/techniques. He also does                         
aquaponics and hydroponics. In addition, they have an 
effective use of vertical growing space utilizing  
trellises. They have an excellent marketing technique 
including community supported agriculture (CSA), 
farmers markets, Co-op’s, and farm to table tours. The 
Otsuji Farm was the first operation on Oahu to do the 
CSA (veggie boxes) program. 
 
 
                                                 Continued on Page 6….. 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender 

Otsuji's Farm survives urban  
encroachment while reducing erosion 
and keeping healthy soil 
 

Did you know that your neighbor was a farmer? Otsuji 
Farm has been practicing conservation and producing 
high quality crops since 1959 in Hawaii Kai. Mr. Otsuji 
became a South Oahu Soil and Water Conservation  
District Cooperator in 1971, after taking over the farm 
from his father. Over the years he has received  
assistance from the USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) on a variety of programs and services. The  
conservation efforts that Mr. Otsuji implemented have 
allowed his operation to remain viable and be  
sustainable.  

Over the years, Mr. Otsuji has continually refined and 
improved his operation into a model farm, and serves 
as an example for many in his community. The  
conservation practices he completed includes terracing, 
crop rotation, cover crops, irrigation (pipeline, system, 
and water management), mulching, nutrient  
management, windbreaks, and vegetative barriers. In 
2010, he completed a conservation practice called  
windbreaks/Shelterbelt through the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), administered by 
NRCS. Currently in progress is the irrigation pipeline 
and sprinkler system, also through EQIP. The  
conservation partners with Otsuji Farm includes the 
South Oahu Soil and Water Conservation District, 
FSA, and NRCS.  
 

High land values and urban encroachment have        
accelerated the loss of Oahu farmland.  Otsuji Farm 
feels this pressure more than most.  "I was here before 
the homes," said farmer Edwin Otsuji in an  interview.   

Edwin Otsuji and Acting NRCS 
State Director Christine Clark 
listen to points being made by 
NRCS District Conservationist.  

On the edge of urban Hawaii Kai, Edwin Otsuji  
focuses on good stewardship of his vegetable farm  
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filed (Form FSA-848, Cost Share Request).   
 Onsite inspection of the damaged area by the FSA 

has been completed. 
 The agency responsible for technical assistance, 

such as the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), has made a determination of need.   

  
Producers who have suffered a qualifying loss from this 
natural disaster may sign up for ECP February 28, 2014 
through March 31, 2014. For further information please 
contact the USDA Hawaii County FSA Office at 808-
933-8381 extension 1.  
 

A Time for Reflection 
By Hawaii County Executive Director Lester 
Ueda 
 

My history with Mary Ellen began 14 years ago.  It’s 
amazing how quickly the years have gone by.  I can still 
remember that first meeting.  She walked into the office, 
not afraid, not intimated, but with a purpose.  She  
wanted to know what the Farm Service Agency was 
about and how its programs would fit into her ranch  
operation and its goals.   

 

We must have 
chatted for at 
least an hour.  I 
would say 
something, and 
she would tell 
me a story.  I 
would say 
something 
else, and she 
would tell me 
another story.  
It was always 

about lessons she learned and experiences of her life.  
Make no mistake Mary Ellen’s stories with me were not 
just chit chat, but they matched her experiences with 
FSA programs to help achieve her goal of developing 
the ranch into a healthy and thriving cattle operation.   
 

After concluding our business, Mary Ellen said her  
good-byes to everyone and headed for the door.  Then 
she turned around and said, “By the way, is it ok if I stop 
by every so often to find out what’s going on with 
FSA?”  My answer was “sure, anytime!”  With that, a  
relationship was formed with Mary Ellen and continued 
for the  next 14 years.   
                                               
                                                       Continued on page 7 
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Otsuji Farm continued from page 5…..  
“Dedicated farmers like Otsuji are the reason our 
agency exists,” said Christine Clarke, Acting Director 
for the NRCS Pacific Islands Area.  “Great land  
stewards are helping to protect our natural resources 
and keep local agriculture sustainable.”  
 

“The USDA is proud to partner with producers by 
providing a wide range of services and products to  
ensure the sustainability of our natural resources and 
the economic viability of individual agricultural  
businesses,” said Diane Ley, State Executive Director 
for the FSA in Hawaii.   
 

The conservation practices and projects that Otsuji  
implemented have been progressive and successful. His 
long-time commitment for conservation and quality 
products is very apparent when visiting the farm or  
enjoying the crops.  
 

Emergency Conservation Program sign 
up February 28 - March 31, 2014 
 

Farmers and ranchers on Hawaii Island who have suf-
fered damages from the severe rainstorms that occurred 
December 19 - 31, 2013 may be eligible for assistance 
under the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP)  
administered by the USDA Farm Service Agency 
(FSA).   Criteria for damages include:  
 

 It is so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance 
is required to return the land to productive  

       agricultural use. 
 It is unusual in character and is not the type that 

would recur frequently in the same area. 
 Materially affects the productive capacity of the 

farmland. 
 Impairs or endangers the land if not treated.   
 

A producer qualifying under ECP may receive cost 
share assistance up to 75 percent of the eligible cost of  
restoration measures, with no producer eligible to  
receive more than $200,000 per natural disaster  
occurrence.  The following types of practices may be 
eligible for cost share assistance: 
 

 Removing debris from farmland. 
 Grading, shaping, or re-leveling severely damaged 

farmland. 
 Restoring permanent fences. 
 Restoring conservation structures. 
 

To be eligible for assistance, practices may not be  
started until all of the following are met: 
 

 An application for cost-share assistance has been 

Mary Ellen Wong at her home in 
Paauilo 
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Continued from Page 6 

Mary Ellen Johansen Wong was born on  
December 18, 1939 at Ookala Hospital. She spent 
her childhood on Kukaiau Ranch with her parents 
and brother, Waltham. After attending nine grades 
of schooling at Paauilo School, she decided to 
move to Oahu to finish her high school education 
at Mid-Pacific Institute.  However, Mary Ellen 
was drawn back to the Big Island to be with her 
family and attend the University of Hawaii at 
Hilo. At age 20, Mary Ellen married John  
Murdock McIver from Florida on June 27, 1959 at 
Kukaiau Ranch. They moved from the Big Island 
to Oahu then Florida.  As a result of an  
unfortunate accident, John passed away in 1966 
and Mary Ellen moved back to the Big Island with 
their two children, Clay and Kevin McIver.  She 
created Ohia Ranch in Volcano with business  
partner, Paul Hirota, in early 1970s making her 
goal a reality. In 1990, she found love again and 
married Kenneth Wong.   

 

Mary Ellen enjoyed three things in life:  family, 
travel, and making jelly, but her love was her  
children and the ranch.  Her dream in life was to 
pass on a successful, healthy and thriving ranch to 
her children. Family gatherings were a favorite, 
especially Thanksgiving. This is the time of the 
year where Mary Ellen enjoyed the companion-
ship of her family.  Family was so very important 
to her.      
 

Her travels took her to what she considered the 
ends of the world:  China, Alaska, the Caribbean 
and the continental United States of America.   
Jelly making was a gift from her heart.  According 
to her son, Kevin, it tasted pretty darn good too.   
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:  
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or  
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

In 2006, the Big Island’s weather changed.  That year was 
the start of many years of drought.  Ohia Ranch was ready.  
Mary Ellen’s passion for the ranch and her eagerness to 
learn allowed her to equip Ohia Ranch with water holes, 
well designed paddocks, and water tanks.  No one, however, 
thought the drought would continue for years to come.  Then 
in 2008 Halemaumau erupted and by 2009, the fence infra-
structure on the ranch started to corrode from the excessive 
amounts of SO2 (VOG) that was being emitted.  Not only 
did the ranch have to weather the drought conditions, but 
now they had to deal with fence line corrosion.  The many 
paddocks became one giant paddock as the corroded fence 
started to fail.  Water holes began to dry up.  Mary Ellen 
knew it was time to start rebuilding Ohia Ranch. Her son, 
Kevin, and his daughter, Erin, would help her with this task.   
 

The emergency disaster programs that became available 
through the Farm Service Agency would become integral in 
the rebuilding process.  Non-Insured Crop Disaster  
Assistance Program (NAP) and the Livestock Forage  
Program (LFP) payments provided supplemental feed for 
her livestock as grass became scarce, the safety net she 
needed to keep the ranch afloat.  Emergency Conservation 
Program (ECP)  payments helped replace the VOG damaged 
fence.  “Thank goodness for NAP, LFP and ECP,” noted son 
Kevin.  Mom always said, “Stop by the FSA office every 
few months and check out what is going on.”  I thank her for 
her wisdom!”   
 

Today, Ohia Ranch has been successfully rebuilt.  The fence 
has been repaired and the once giant paddock is again many. 
Upon further reflection, Kevin had the following to say, 
“Everything we got from FSA’s programs went back into the 
ranch.  It is again, healthy and thriving.  Mom’s goal was to 
transfer the ranch to us kids.  As of August 2013, the ranch 
is now under the control of myself and my daughter Erin.”   
 

Sadly Mary Ellen passed away on November 25, 2013. But 
she passed peacefully knowing she had accomplished what 
she had set out to do:  pass on a healthy and thriving cattle 
ranch.   According to Kevin, “Mom loved adventure and had 
a great passion for the ranch.  She took on the task of  
creating Ohia Ranch, and rebuilding it to what it is today.  
For all those who knew her, mom always said, “You ain’t 
lived life until you got a speeding ticket!”  Typical Mary  
Ellen, she loved life and its adventures, lived it to its fullest, 
and loved everyone especially her children and the ranch.  
 

We fondly say Aloha to Mary Ellen! 

Mary Ellen at Ohia Ranch in Volcano 
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