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Farm Service 
Agency County 
Committee 
Nominations 
Open 
     

The nomination period 
for local Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
county committees is now open through 
August 1, 2014.  
       

To be eligible to serve on an FSA county 
committee, a person must participate or 
cooperate in a program administered by 
FSA, be eligible to vote in a county 
committee election and reside in the local 
administrative area where the person is 
nominated.  
    

Farmers and ranchers may nominate 
themselves or others. Organizations 
representing minorities and women also 
may nominate candidates. To become a 
candidate, an eligible individual must sign 
the nomination form, FSA-669A. The form 
and other information about FSA county 
committee elections are available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. Nomination 
forms for the 2014 election must be 
postmarked or received in the local USDA 
Service Center by close of business on 
August 1, 2014. Elections will take place 
this fall.  
            
While FSA county committees do not 
approve or deny farm ownership or 
operating loans, they make decisions on 
disaster and conservation programs, 
emergency programs and other agricultural 
issues. Members serve three-year terms. 
Nationwide, there are about 7,800 farmers 
and ranchers serving on FSA county 
committees. Committees consist of three to 

11 members that are elected by eligible 
producers.  
       

Farm Service Agency will mail ballots to 
eligible voters beginning November 3, 
2014. Ballots are due back to the local 
county office either via mail or in person by 
December 1, 2014. Newly elected 
committee members and alternates take 
office on January 1, 2015.  
             

USDA Kicks Off the 2014 “Feds 
Feed Families” Nationwide 
Food Drive 
    

The United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) kicked off the 6th 
annual Feds Feed Families Campaign on 
June 2, 2014 and it will run through August 
27. The food drive is an annual event in 
which Federal employees, nationwide, 
collect food for distribution by food banks, 
food pantries, and shelters.  
      

All Federal agencies across the country 
participate in the campaign and Federal 
employees are asked to donate non-
perishable food items throughout the 
summer. Donations are given to local food 
banks across the country – having a 
positive impact to help food banks address 
food insecurity. Secretary Vilsack noted that 
the latest USDA estimates show that in 
2012, food insecurity affected 14.5 percent 
of American households at some point.  
     

If you are interested in making a donation 
to the annual "Feds Feed Families" Food 
Drive, please bring non-perishable food to 
your local USDA Service Center. For more 
information on the Feds Feed Families 
campaign, please visit:  
http://www.usda.gov/fedsfeedfamilies.  
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USDA Announces Sign-Up for 
Transportation Reimbursement Program 
    

Farmers and ranchers residing outside the contiguous 
United States can enroll in the Reimbursement 
Transportation Cost Payment Program (RTCP) 
beginning July 21, for fiscal year 2014. 
 

The 2014 Farm Bill reauthorized RTCP, which offsets a 
portion of the costs of transporting agricultural products 
over long distances. The program allows farmers and 
ranchers in Hawaii, Guam, American Samoa, 
Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands, Federated 
States of Micronesia, Republic of the Marshall Islands 
and Republic of Palau, to recover transportation costs. 
Producers in Alaska, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands 
also may qualify for the program. 
 

Benefits are calculated based on the costs incurred for 
transportation of the agricultural commodity or inputs 
during a fiscal year, subject to an $8,000 per producer 
cap per fiscal year. Fiscal year 2013 payments began in 
late May.  Total claims exceeded available funding of 
$1.8 million; therefore, payments to recipients will be 
reduced by 0.6986156 percent. 
 

Program enrollment for fiscal year 2014 will begin July 
21, 2014, and end September 8, 2014. Applicants must 
submit their application to their Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) county office by September 8, 2014. Applicants 
will have until November 3, 2014, to provide supporting 
receipts for documentation. 
 

For more information on the RTCP program, farmers 
and ranchers in the eligible areas can visit their FSA 
county office or the FSA website. 
      

Farm Service Agency Signature Policy 
      

Using the correct signature when doing business with 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) can save time and prevent a 
delay in program benefits. The following are FSA 
signature guidelines:  
Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other 

for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) 
programs in which either has an interest, unless 
written notification denying a spouse this authority 
has been provided to the county office. 

Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an 
authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, 
corporations, or other similar entities. 

      

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact 
your local FSA office.   

Next County Committee Meeting Dates: 
 
Hawaii County -  July 11 at 8:30 am 
   

Honolulu County - June 20 at 3:00 pm 
 

Kauai County - June 18 at 8:30 a.m.  
    

Maui County - June 19 at 9:00 a.m.  
     

Guam County - August 13 at 9:00 a.m. 
     

CNMI County - August 13 at 9:00 a.m. 
     

Contact the County Office to confirm meeting date and time, as 
budget constraints may limit the County Committee’s ability to 
meet each month. A list of County Offices, contact numbers and 
addresses may be found at: 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/hi_cof_staff.pdf 

 

Hawaii State & Pacific Basin Farm Service Agency Office  

737 Bishop St, Suite 2390 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Ph:  (808)441-2704 
Fax: (855)356-9493 

Diane Ley 
State Executive Director 
 

Steve Bazzell 
Farm Program Loan Chief 

Hawaii County Farm Service Agency Hilo Office  

154 Waianuenue Ave, Room 219 
Hilo, HI 96720 
Ph:  (808)933-8381 x 1 
Fax: (855)356-9492 

Lester Ueda 
County Executive Director 
 

Miki Miyasato 
Farm Loan Manager 

Honolulu County Farm Service Agency Office  

99-193 Aiea Heights Dr, Room 114 
Aiea, HI 96701 
Ph:  (808)483-8600 x 2 
Fax: (855)356-9490 

Jason Shitanishi 
County Executive Director 
 

Melissa Rodriques 
Farm Loan Manager 

Kauai County Farm Service Agency Office  

4334 Rice St, Suite 103 
Lihue, HI 96766 
Ph:  (808)245-9014 x 2 
Fax: (855)356-9495 

Robert Ishikawa 
County Executive Director 
 

Melissa Rodriques  
Farm Loan Manager 

Maui County Farm Service Agency Office  

77 Hookele St, Suite 201 
Kahului, HI 96732 
Ph:  (808)871-5500 x 2 
Fax: (855)356-9494 

James Robello 
County Executive Director 
 

John Tamashiro 
Farm Loan Manager 

Guam-CNMI Farm Service Agency Office  

770 East Sunset Blvd. Room 265 
Barrigada, GU 96913 
Ph:  (671)472-7568 
Fax: (855)356-9491 
CNMI (670)234-0896 

Thomas Camacho 
County Executive Director 
 

Fred San Nicolas II 
Farm Loan Assistant  
Manager 

Pago Plaza Building, Room 213 
P. O. Box 3661 
Pago Pago, AS 96799 
Ph:  (684)633-1031 x 2 
Fax: (684)633-7614 

Josie Malepeai Lealasola 
Agricultural Specialist 
 

Letisha Gaoā 
Farm Loan Technician 

Office Hours: Monday—Friday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm  

American Samoa Farm Service Agency Office  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport�
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and 2013 program years must submit a notice of loss 
and application for payment to their local FSA 
County Office by August 1, 2014. For 2014 program 
year losses, the notice of loss and an application for 
payment must be submitted by November 1, 2014. 

    

For more information, producers can review the LFP, 
LIP and ELAP Fact Sheets on the Farm Bill webpage. 
Producers are encouraged to make an appointment with 
their local FSA County Office to apply for these 
programs. 
      

$6 Million Awarded to Prepare Farmers 
for New Farm Bill Programs 
    

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) is 
awarding $6 million to universities and state cooperative 
extension services to develop online decision tools and 
other materials and train experts to educate producers 
about several key Farm Bill programs. The new web 
tools will help farmers and ranchers determine what 
participation in programs established by the 2014 Farm 
Bill will mean for their businesses, including options for 
higher coverage levels under the Non-Insured Crop 
Disaster Program (NAP).  
 

Funds will also be used to conduct public education 
outreach meetings where producers can speak with local 
extension agents and Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
staff.  Outreach meetings will begin late this summer to 
help farmers and ranchers understand the new programs 
and their options. Visit www.fsa.usda.gov or the local 
FSA office for information about FSA and the 2014 
Farm Bill programs. 
       

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender 

Livestock Disaster Assistance Sign-Up  
               

On April 15, 2014, three (3) significant programs 
relating to livestock disaster assistance opened for 
producer enrollment. Under the 2014 Farm Bill, these 
programs were made permanent and retroactive 
authority was granted to cover losses that occurred on 
or after October 1, 2011.  
       

To expedite applications, all livestock, honeybee and 
farm-raised fish producers who experienced losses are 
encouraged to bring records documenting those losses 
to their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) County 
Office. Producers’ records should include all pertinent 
information relating to the consequences of the natural 
disaster, including:  
     

Documentation of the kind and number of livestock 
that died, supplemented if possible by photographs 
or video records of ownership and losses; 

Dates of death supported by birth recordings or 
purchase receipts; 

Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or 
to move animals to new pastures;      

Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures were 
destroyed; and 

Crop records, including seed and fertilizer 
purchases, planting and production records. 

       

Producers can sign-up for the following livestock 
disaster assistance programs: 
 

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides 
compensation to eligible livestock producers that 
have suffered grazing losses due to drought on 
privately owned or cash leased land or fire on 
federally managed land. Producers who suffered 
eligible grazing losses should submit a completed 
CCC-853 and supporting documentation to their 
local FSA County Office by January 30, 2015. 

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides 
compensation to eligible livestock producers that 
have suffered livestock death losses in excess of 
normal mortality due to adverse weather. Producers 
who suffered livestock death losses should submit a 
notice of loss and an application for payment to 
their local FSA County Office by January 30, 2015. 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees 
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides 
emergency assistance to eligible producers of 
livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish that have 
losses due to disease, adverse weather, or other 
conditions, such as wildfires. This program 
addresses losses not covered by LFP or LIP. 
Producers who suffered eligible losses during 2012 

Dates to Remember 

July 4, 2014 Offices Closed for Independence Day 

July 15, 2014 Banana, papaya, CRP/CREP acreage 
reporting deadline 

September 15, 
2014 

Deadline for Maui and Hawaii County 
produers to submit emergency loan 
applications for drought 

September 17, 
2014 

Deadline for Hawaii County producers 
to submit emergency loan applications 
for heavy rains and flooding 

November 3, 
2014 

County Committee Election Ballots 
mailed to eligible voters 

December 1, 
2014 

Last day to return County Committee 
ballots to the USDA Service Center 

January 1, 
2015 

Newly elected County Committee 
members take office  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�
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Farm Loan Program Technician Gaoā 
Wins Prestigious USDA Farm Service 
Agency Administrator’s Award 
     

The Farm Service Agency Administrator’s Awards for 
Service to Agriculture is the highest honorary award 
that management can nominate an employee for 
within the Farm Service Agency (FSA), and this year 
Letisha Vaivao Gaoā from the American Samoa Field 
Office claimed the prestigious award.  Letisha was 
nominated by her supervisor, Farm Loan Program 
Chief Steve Bazzell who is located in the FSA Hawaii 
and Pacific Basin State Office in Honolulu, Hawaii.  
Letisha is the first American Samoa USDA Farm 
Service Agency employee to be nominated for this 
award, and she is one of just three employees from the 
Pacific Basin to receive this prestigious honor.  The 
award recognizes employees who demonstrate an 
outstanding level of accomplishment.   
       

Letisha’s official duties are to administratively support 
the delivery of the Farm Loan Programs in American 
Samoa; however, there is no loan manager or loan 
officer on site.  Out of necessity, her supervisor asked 
her to perform tasks well beyond the expectations of a 
regular Program Technician.  With no previous 
experience in agricultural credit, Letisha visited farms 
and developed new loan applications, initiated after-
hours outreach activities, provided individual and 
group record-keeping training to producers and 
handled many sensitive situations with applicants and 
borrowers.  Letisha goes out of her way to provide 
exceptional customer service so that producers have 

the information and resources they need to succeed in 
their business endeavors.   
      

Letisha was nominated for accomplishments she made 
with FSA during calendar year 2012 when she had been 
working with FSA for a little over three years.  Prior to 
joining the USDA family she served American Samoa 
as a teacher at Manulele Tausala Elementary.   
 

Recently, Letisha traveled to Washington, D.C. to 
receive this award in the category of Support Services, 
she was bestowed the award by the Farm Service 
Agency’s Administrator Juan Garcia.  She was 
accompanied to Washington D.C. by her husband 
Talosaga Gaoā, Jr.  When asked about her reaction to 
receiving the award Letisha shared, “I’m just so blessed 
to receive it, and to be able to visit our nation’s capital 
in the midst of the heart of our democracy.  I am 
humbled and thankful for the opportunity!”  
         

This year’s theme for the awards, “Focus on Results” 
provided an opportunity to recognize teams and 
individual members of our agency who have excelled 
beyond expectations and benchmarks of service 
excellence.  Our hats are off to Letisha Vaivao Gaoā 
who is doing great work to achieve amazing results for 
agriculture in American Samoa.   
  

Guaranteed Loan Program 
         

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan limit for the 
Guaranteed Loan Program is $1,355,000. The limit is 
adjusted annually based on data compiled by the 
National Agricultural Statistics Service.   
     

As a reminder, the one-time loan origination fee charged 
on FSA Guaranteed Farm Ownership and operating 
loans is 1.5 percent of the guaranteed portion of the 
loan.  
             

Producers should contact the FSA Hawaii State Office 
at 808-441-2704 with questions about guaranteed farm 
loans.   
    

Bank Account Changes 
     

Current policy mandates that Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) payments be electronically transferred into a 
bank account. In order for timely payments to be made, 
producers need to notify the FSA county office when an 
account has been changed or if another financial 
institution purchases the bank where payments are sent. 
Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not aware 
of updates to bank accounts and routing numbers. 

Farm Loan Program Technician Letisha Vaivao Gaoā receiving 
the prestigious FSA Administrator’s Award from FSA  
Administrator Juan Garcia at the USDA Headquarters in  
Washington, D.C. 
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Financial Incentives Available Through 
Hawaii CREP 
     

Producers, land managers, and landowners throughout 
the State of Hawaii who are interested in protecting 
environmentally sensitive and degraded agricultural 
lands by restoring native forests and vegetation are 
encouraged to explore the benefits of the Hawaii 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). 
Eligible participants in Hawaii CREP can access a 
variety of financial incentives including rental 
payments; cost share assistance; and technical support 
from federal and state partners for up to 15 years.  
     

Over 480 acres are currently enrolled in Hawaii CREP 
with contracted participants actively engaged in the 
removal of invasive species; fencing areas to prevent 
access by cattle, pigs and goats; and planting and 
maintaining native tree and understory species.   
     

Read more about producers who made the commitment 
to Hawaii’s natural resources including improved water 
quality, control of soil erosion and enhanced native 
wildlife habitats:   
 

The first Hawaii CREP contractor was John 
Lindelow of Ahu Lani Sanctuary. John and the 
program were a good match, as he stated, “Forests 
make rivers. Our vision is to bring back the native 
forests and the resulting permanent streams that use 
to exist in our ahupua’a on the north slope of 
Mauna Kea.”  http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/
FSA_File/15000201110_01.pdf (FSA Newsletter 
10/2012) 
 
Hal Glatzer and Kathy Frankovic enrolled a portion 
of their Hawaii Island homestead in the program 
and noted, “… we must admit that there is a great 
advantage in CREP reimbursing us for half of our 
expenditures!”  http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/
FSA_File/15000201203_01.pdf (FSA Newsletter 
3/2012) 

 
Learn more about Hawaii CREP by calling your local 
Farm Service Agency office for an appointment or visit 
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/forestry/lap/crep/. 
 

Special Accommodations 
        

Special accommodations will be made upon request for 
individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or 
hearing impairment. If accommodations are required, 
individuals should contact the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) County office staff directly or by phone. 
     

Beginning Farmer Loans 
   

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning 
farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these 
designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide 
financing to eligible applicants through either direct or 
guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a 
person who: 
Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years; 
Will materially and substantially participate in the 

operation of the farm; 
Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower 

training and financial management program 
sponsored by FSA; and  

Does not already own a farm in excess of 30 percent 
of the county’s average size farm. 

    

Additional program information, loan applications, and 
other materials are available at your local USDA FSA 
Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 
   

Controlled Substance 
 

Any person convicted under federal or state law of a 
controlled substance violation could be ineligible for 
USDA payments or benefits. Violations include 
planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited plant. 
Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium, poppies 
and other drug producing plants. 
 
 

What’s in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service 
Agency Customers?   

Click here for more information. 

Interest Rates for June 2014 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.25% 

MicroLoans 2.25% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.00% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down 
Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.50% 

Emergency Loans 3.25% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) 2.25% 
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USDA Enhances Farm Storage Facility 
Loan Program 
    

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
announced the expansion of the Farm Storage and 
Facility Loan program, which provides low-interest 
financing to producers. The enhanced program includes 
22 new categories of eligible equipment for fruit and 
vegetable producers.  
 

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and 
specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now have 
access to needed capital for a variety of supplies 
including sorting bins, wash stations and other food 
safety-related equipment. A new more flexible 
alternative is also provided for determining storage 
needs for fruit and vegetable producers, and waivers 
are available on a case-by-case basis for disaster 
assistance or insurance coverage if available products 
are not relevant or feasible for a particular producer.   
 

Additionally, Farm Storage Facility Loan security 
requirements have been eased for loans up to 
$100,000. Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 
and any loan with little resale value required a 
promissory note/security agreement and additional 
security, such as a lien on real estate. Now loans up to 
$50,000 can be secured by only a promissory note/
security agreement and some loans between $50,000 
and $100,000 will no longer require additional security. 
 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade 
permanent facilities to store commodities.  Eligible 
commodities include honey, renewable biomass 
commodities, fruits and vegetables.   
    

Contact your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office 
or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more about FSA 
programs and loans, including the Farm Storage 
Facility Loan Program.  
     

Save Time - Make an 
Appointment with FSA 
To ensure maximum use of your time and 
that you are afforded our full attention, please call 
ahead to set an appointment and to discuss the 
information you need to bring with you. For local FSA 
Service Center contact information, please click here. 

New Farm Bill Offers Increased 
Opportunities for Producers 
           

The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for 
producers including farm loan program modifications 
that create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A 
fact sheet outlining modifications to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs is available here.  
      

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for 
thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and continue 
operations, including greater flexibility in determining 
eligibility, raising loan limits, and emphasizing 
beginning and minority producers.    
       

Changes that will take effect immediately include: 
      

Elimination of the 15 year term limit for guaranteed 
operating loans. 

Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, 
using the average farm size for the county as a 
qualifier instead of the median farm size.  

Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm 
Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less than 
regular Direct Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 
2.5 percent. Previously, the rate was established at 5 
percent.  

 Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct 
Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan Program 
from $225,000 to $300,000. 

Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth 
Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit. 

Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, so as not to 
prevent borrowers from obtaining additional loans 
from the federal government. 

 Increase of the guaranteed percentage on 
Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90 
percent for minorities, women and beginning 
farmers. 

Microloans will not count toward direct operating 
loan term limits for veterans and beginning farmers. 

        

Additional modifications must be implemented through 
the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA Farm Bill 
website for detailed information and updates to farm 
loan programs. 
 
   

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:  
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or  
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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