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Emergency Conservation 
Program Available for Hawaii 
and Maui Counties 
    

Financial assistance is available for farmers 
and ranchers who have debris to remove or 
conservation practices to repair as a result 
of the Hurricane Iselle in the counties of 
Hawaii and Maui. A total of $1.35 million 
in Emergency Conservation Program 
(ECP) funding has been requested to assist 
producers recover from storm damages.  
     

Eligible producers will receive cost-share 
assistance of up to 75 percent of the cost of 
the approved practice, as determined by 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county 
committees. Producers may apply for ECP 
by placing a call for an appointment to 
their respective Hawaii or Maui FSA 
County Office. The deadline for 
applications is October 31, 2014. 
     

Additionally, producers in Hawaii County 
may attend one of two sign up meetings as 
scheduled: 
        

 October 13, 2014 from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at the Hawaii County 
Building, Puna Room, located at 25 
Aupuni Street in Hilo.  

    

 October 23, 2014 from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at the Hawaii County 
Building, Puna Room, located at 25 
Aupuni Street in Hilo.  

    

The ECP provides producers with 
resources to remove debris from farmland, 
restore fences and conservation structures, 
and grade and shape farmland damaged by 
a natural disaster.  
      

For a producer’s land to be eligible, the 
disaster must create new conservation 

problems that, if left untreated, would 
impair or endanger the land and affect its 
productive capacity. Conservation problems 
existing prior to the applicable disaster are 
ineligible for ECP assistance.  
              
Additional programs are available to help 
farmers and ranchers recover from damages 
caused by natural disasters, including the 
Emergency Loan Program, Federal Crop 
Insurance and the Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program. More 
information on ECP or other disaster 
assistance programs visit FSA’s website. 
    

Tree Assistance Program 
Available 
    

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who 
experienced losses from natural disasters 
that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011, can 
sign up for the Tree Assistance Program 
(TAP). Authorized by the Agricultural Act 
of 2014 as a permanent disaster program, 
TAP provides financial assistance growers 
to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, 
bushes and vines damaged by natural 
disasters.  Learn more about TAP by 
visiting the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) 
website or by calling for an appointment at 
your FSA County Office.  
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Hay Net Access for Producers 
 
Got extra pasture or need pasture? 
Farm Service Agency’s  Hay Net  
website is now available to ranchers 
throughout Hawaii and the Pacific  
Basin. Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet 
for more informaƟon.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140415_distr_en_tap14.html�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet�
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Organize those Receipts for the 
Transportation Reimbursement Program 
    

Farmers and ranchers who enrolled in the 
Reimbursement Transportation Cost Payment Program 
(RTCP) for 2014 by the deadline of September 8, 2014 
are now encouraged to organize their receipts and make 
an appointment to deliver them to the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) County Office by November 3, 2014. 
    

Producers should gather original verifiable production 
expense receipts for the period of October 1, 2013 
through September 30, 2014 and itemize them by vendor 
followed by the date of the transaction. Expense 
documents must be verifiable and show: 
    

 Name of producer, except on retail sales receipts 
 Commodity, unit (quantity), and unit of measure, or 

unit price 
 Type of inputs associated with transportation costs 
 Date of service/sale 
 Name of person or entity providing the service/sale, 

as applicable 
 
The 2014 Farm Bill reauthorized RTCP, which offsets a 
portion of the costs of transporting agricultural products 
over long distances. The program allows farmers and 
ranchers in Hawaii, Guam, American Samoa, 
Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands, Federated 
States of Micronesia, Republic of the Marshall Islands, 
Republic of Palau, Alaska, Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands to recover a portion of eligible transportation 
costs.  
      

Benefits are calculated based on the costs incurred for 
transportation of the agricultural commodity or inputs 
during a fiscal year, subject to an $8,000 per producer 
cap per fiscal year. Total fiscal year 2013 claims 
exceeded available funding; therefore, payments to 
recipients were reduced by 0.6986156 percent.  
     

This year a total of $1.8 million will be available to help 
offset transportation costs for producers enrolled in the 
program. Applicants should submit supporting 
documentation to their FSA County Office by November 
3, 2014. 
 
 

 
Next County Committee Meeting Dates: 
 
Hawaii County -  January 9 at 8:30 am 
   

Honolulu County - November 21 at 3:00 pm 
 

Kauai County - November 19 at 8:30 am 
    

Maui County - November  20 at 9:00 am 
     

Guam County - November 12 at 9:00 am 
     

CNMI County - November  12 at 9:00 am 
     

 
Contact the County Office to confirm meeting date and time, as  
budget constraints may limit the County Committee’s ability to 
meet each month. A list of County Offices, contact numbers and 
addresses may be found at: 
 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/hi_cof_staff.pdf 

 

Hawaii State & Pacific Basin Farm Service Agency Office  

300 Ala Moana Blvd, Rm 5-108 
Honolulu, HI 96850 
Ph:  (808) 541-2600 
Fax: (855)356-9493 

Diane Ley 
State Executive Director 
 

Steve Bazzell 
Farm Program Loan Chief 

Hawaii County Farm Service Agency Hilo Office  

154 Waianuenue Ave, Room 219 
Hilo, HI 96720 
Ph:  (808)933-8381 x 1 
Fax: (855)356-9492 

Lester Ueda 
County Executive Director 
 

Miki Miyasato 
Farm Loan Manager 

Honolulu County Farm Service Agency Office  

99-193 Aiea Heights Dr, Room 114 
Aiea, HI 96701 
Ph:  (808)483-8600 x 2 
Fax: (855)356-9490 

Jason Shitanishi 
County Executive Director 
 

Melissa Rodriques 
Farm Loan Manager 

Kauai County Farm Service Agency Office  

4334 Rice St, Suite 103 
Lihue, HI 96766 
Ph:  (808)245-9014 x 2 
Fax: (855)356-9495 

Robert Ishikawa 
County Executive Director 
 

Melissa Rodriques  
Farm Loan Manager 

Maui County Farm Service Agency Office  

77 Hookele St, Suite 201 
Kahului, HI 96732 
Ph:  (808)871-5500 x 2 
Fax: (855)356-9494 

James Robello 
County Executive Director 
 

John Tamashiro 
Farm Loan Manager 

Guam-CNMI Farm Service Agency Office  

770 East Sunset Blvd. Room 265 
Barrigada, GU 96913 
Ph:  (671)472-7568 
Fax: (855)356-9491 
CNMI (670)234-0896 

Thomas Camacho 
County Executive Director 
 

Fred San Nicolas II 
Farm Loan Assistant  
Manager 

Pago Plaza Building, Room 213 
P. O. Box 3661 
Pago Pago, AS 96799 
Ph:  (684)633-1031 x 2 
Fax: (684)633-7614 

Josie Malepeai Lealasola 
Agricultural Specialist 
 

Letisha Gaoā 
Farm Loan Technician 

Office Hours: Monday—Friday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm  

American Samoa Farm Service Agency Office  

Make an Appointment with FSA 
     

Save time and call ahead to set an  
appointment.   For your local FSA Service 

Center contact information click here.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/hi_cof_staff.pdf�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/hi_cof_staff.pdf�
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Expanded Access to Credit for 
Beginning and Family Farmers 
    

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
recently announced expanded eligibility criteria and 
increased lending limits to help more beginning and 
family farmers. As part of this effort, USDA is raising 
the borrowing limit for the Microloan Program from 
$35,000 to $50,000; simplifying the lending processes; 
updating required “farming experience” to include other 
valuable experiences; and expanding eligible business 
entities to reflect changes in the way family farms are 
owned and operated.  
    

The new microloan changes will allow beginning, small 
and mid-sized farmers to access an additional $15,000 in 
loans using a simplified application process with up to 
seven years to repay. Microloans are part of USDA’s 
continued commitment to small and midsized farming 
operations.  
    

In addition to farm related experience, other types of 
skills may be considered to meet the direct farming 
experience required for farm loan eligibility such as 
operation or management of a non-farm business, 
leadership positions while serving in the military or 
advanced education in an agricultural field. Also, 
individuals who own farmland under a different legal 
entity operating the farm now may be eligible for loans. 
    

Producers will have an opportunity to share suggestions 
on the microloan process and the definitions of farming 
experience and business structures until December 8, 
2014, through the Federal Register. There is also a 
published notice to solicit ideas from the public for pilot 
projects to help increase the efficiency and effectiveness 
of FSA’s loan programs, with comments accepted 
through November 7, 2014.   
    

For more information on farm loans, please visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local Farm Service 
Agency office. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender 

Emergency Loans Now Available  
    

Producers in the counties of Hawaii and Maui, as well 
as Guam and American Samoa, who were negatively 
impacted by recent severe storms may be eligible for 
Emergency Loans through the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA). Deadlines to apply are as follows:  
     

 May 11, 2015 – American Samoa and Guam 
 May 12, 2015 – Hawaii and Maui Counties 
    

Highlights of the Emergency Loan Program include: 
    

 Eligibility is limited to producers who were raising 
and selling agricultural products at the time of the 
storms. 

 Producers may be eligible for low interest 
emergency loans of up to 100% of damaged or 
destroyed machinery, equipment, farm building 
structures, livestock, or primary dwellings, 
providing it is essential to their farming operation.  
Debris removal and clean-up costs are also eligible 
losses but the cost of a farmer's own labor is not 
counted.  These types of losses are called physical 
losses. 

 Farmers must be able to reasonably document the 
loss of their physical property. 

 Farmers may also be eligible for losses to crops.  
These are called production losses and the loss must 
be at least 30%. Farmers must be able to provide 
either their own records, or through tax returns, 
what their normal sales have been in the three 
previous years (2013, 2012, and 2011). 

 The Emergency Loan interest rate can vary month 
to month, but it is fixed once a loan is approved.  
The interest rate for October is 3.125%.  The 
interest rate is never higher than 3.75%. 

 To be eligible, the farmer must be a U.S. citizen, 
U.S. permanent resident, or meet the criteria under 
the one-parent rule. 

 Farm Service Agency has flexible repayment terms 
and conditions, but farmers must be able to show 
that they will have enough farm and non-farm 
income to repay their loans. 

 Farm Service Agency works closely with each 
farmer to assess their loan needs and financial 
situation.  Appointments are set up ahead of time 
and farmers are informed of what types of 
information to bring to their appointment.  There 
are application forms to complete, but FSA staff 
will assist with the paperwork if help is needed. 

     

For more information about Emergency Loans, please 
contact your FSA County Office. 

Interest Rates for October 2014 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.125 % 

MicroLoans 2.125 % 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.625 % 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down 
Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.50 % 

Emergency Loans 3.125 % 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/emloanpr_sept12.pdf�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/emloanpr_sept12.pdf�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/hi_cof_staff.pdf�
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Got NAP? 
     

Business owners buy insurance and hope they never have to use it; however, when it is needed, insurance can be 
a “business-saver.” In 2013, Hawaii and Pacific Basin producers suffered many weather-related crop losses.    
Fortunately for those producers who had enrolled their crops in the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance       
Program (NAP) before disaster struck they were able to receive a portion of a total of $4.6 million dollars that 
was paid out under the program.  
        

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) administers NAP to provide disaster assistance on crops, including forage, for 
which there is no commercial insurance, the program requires advance enrollment. The sales closing dates are 
listed in the table below. Although the closing deadline has passed for some crops, there is still time to sign up for 
grazed forage, fruits and vegetables, and other non-insurable crops covered by NAP.  

Coverage under the NAP program does not begin until 30 days after a producer’s application is filed and the ad-
ministrative fee has been paid. To be eligible for NAP, a producer shall pay a nonrefundable service fee in an 
amount that is equal to the lesser of $250 per crop, per administrative county; or $750 per producer, per  
administrative county, and not to exceed a total of $1,875 for multiple county producers.  
    

 The 2014 Farm Bill expanded NAP to include buy-up protection, similar to buy-up provisions offered under the 
federal crop insurance program. Producers may elect coverage for each individual crop between 50 and 65  
percent, in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also pay a fixed premium 
equal to 5.25 percent of the liability. The waiver of service fees has been expanded from just limited resource 
farmers also to include beginning farmers and minority producers. The premiums for buy-up coverage are  
reduced by 50 percent for those same farmers. Grazing land is not eligible for buy-up coverage.  
     

Please contact your local FSA County Office to sign up or address your questions concerning NAP. 

Crop Application 
Closing Date 

Acreage Reporting 
Date 

Production 

Reporting Date 

NAP Coverage Period 

Aquaculture September 1st September 30th for the 
ensuing crop year 

  October 1 to September 
30 

Floriculture September 1st September 30th for the 
ensuing crop year 

Maintain monthly 
inventory reports 

October 1 to September 
30 

Ginseng and/or 
Mushrooms 

September 1st September 30th for the 
ensuing crop year 

Maintain monthly 
inventory reports 

October 1 to September 
30 

Nursery September 1st May 31 for the ensuing 
crop year 

  June 1 to May 31 

Turfgrass Sod September 1st September 30th for the 
ensuing crop year 

  October 1 to September 
30 

Grazed Forage December 1st By December 16, (15 
days before onset of 
grazing) 

  January 1 to December 
31 

Honey December 1st January 2 of the crop 
year ending  
December 31 

January 2 of the 
following crop year 

January 1 to December 
31 

All other non-
insurable crops 
covered by NAP 

December 1st By March 31 of the sub-
sequent crop year 

March 31 of the 
subsequent crop 
year 

January 1 to December 
31 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20080819_distr_en_nap08.html�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20080819_distr_en_nap08.html�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20080819_distr_en_nap08.html�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20080819_distr_en_nap08.html�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/hi_cof_staff.pdf�
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Livestock Disaster Assistance Sign-Up 
     

Livestock producers are reminded that three significant 
programs relating to livestock disaster assistance are 
open for enrollment now.  
      

To expedite applications, all livestock, honeybee and 
farm-raised fish producers who experienced losses are 
encouraged to make an appointment with their Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) County Office and then organize 
their records documenting those losses. Producers’ 
records should include all pertinent information relating 
to the consequences of the natural disaster, including: 
    

 Documentation of the kind and number of livestock 
that died, supplemented if possible by photographs 
or video records of ownership and losses; 

 Dates of death supported by birth records or 
purchase receipts; 

 Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or 
to move animals to new pastures; 

 Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures were 
destroyed; and  

 Crop records, including seed and fertilizer 
purchases, planting and production records. 

     

Producers can sign-up for the following livestock 
disaster assistance programs: 
      

 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides 
compensation to eligible livestock producers that 
have suffered grazing losses due to drought on 
privately owned or cash leased land or fire on 
federally managed land. Producers who suffered 
eligible grazing losses should submit a completed 
CCC-853 and supporting documentation to their 
local FSA County Office by January 30, 2015. 

     

 Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides 
compensation to eligible livestock producers that 
have suffered livestock death losses in excess of 
normal mortality due to adverse weather. Producers 
who suffered livestock death losses should submit a 
notice of loss and an application to their local FSA 
County Office by January 30, 2015. 

    

 Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees 
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides 
emergency assistance to eligible producers of 
livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish that have 
losses due to disease, adverse weather, or other 
conditions, such as wildfires. This program 

addresses losses not covered by LFP or LIP. 
Producers who suffered eligible losses during 2014 
program year, a notice of loss and an application 
must be submitted by November 1, 2014. 

    

For more information, producers can review the LFP, 
LIP and ELAP Fact Sheets on the Farm Bill webpage. 
Producers are encouraged to make an appointment with 
their local FSA County Office to apply for these 
programs.  Under the 2014 Farm Bill, these programs 
were made permanent and retroactive with authority 
granted to cover losses that occurred on or after October 
1, 2011. 

Dates to Remember 

November 3, 
2014 

Provide supporting documentation for 
the Reimbursement of Transportation 
Cost Payment Program 

November 4, 
2014 

County Committee election ballots 
mailed to eligible producers 

October 31, 
2014 

Deadline to apply for Emergency  
Conservation Program due to impacts of 
Hurricane Iselle 

October 13, 
2014 

Emergency Conservation Program  
sign-up, Hawaii County (see article on 
page 1 for details) 

October 23, 
2014 

Emergency Conservation Program  
sign-up, Hawaii County (see article on 
page 1 for details) 

November 1, 
2014 

Deadline to enroll in 2014 Emergency 
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised 
Fish Program 

December 1, 
2014 

Last day to return voted County  
Committee ballots to USDA Service 
Center 

December 1, 
2014 

Deadline to enroll in Non-Insured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for 
fruits, vegetables, pasture and herbs 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:  
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or  
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

Need Information? 
Find the information you are looking for at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/hi 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140311_insup_en_fbil.html�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/stateoffapp?mystate=hi&area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing�
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