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$15 million is available to domestic asparagus producers to compensate
them for marketing losses resulting from imports during the 2004 through 2007
crop years. Affected producers may apply for compensation beginning on Feb-
ruary 7th.

The Asparagus Revenue Market Loss Assistance Payment Program
(ALAP) is authorized by the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008
(Farm Bill). The Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) will provide an alloca-
tion of $7.5 million for payments for asparagus marketed as fresh, and $7.5
million for payments for processed asparagus. The sign up period ends on April 8, 2011.

ALAP provides a one-time payment to eligible asparagus producers. Maximum per pound
payment rates are $1.06 per pound for fresh market asparagus and $1.08 per pound for as-
paragus marketed for processing. Payments to asparagus producers will be calculated for
each asparagus farm operation based on their 2003 marketed production quantities.

If the total value of payments claimed at the maximum payment rates exceeds available
funding, payments will be factored uniformly by the CCC to limit total payments to the funds
available. ALAP Program payments to producers will be capped at $100,000 per producer
per marketing category (fresh and processed). Producers who have an average gross income
(AGI) in excess of $2,500,000 for calendar years 2003 through 2005 will not be eligible for
program benefits. Eligible producers must also have produced and marketed asparagus in
commercial quantities in commercial markets in the U.S. during both of the 2003 and 2007
crop years. A producer that did not harvest asparagus in 2007 does not meet that eligibility
requirement.

For more information on the ALAP Program, contact the nearest Farm Service Agency
county office or go online to http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

General Signup Period for the Conservation Reserve Program

The next general signup for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) will begin on March
14, 2011, and continue through April 15, 2011.

Through CRP, eligible landowners receive annual rental payments and cost-share assistance
to establish long-term, resource conserving covers on eligible farmland. Land can be enrolled
for a period of up to 15 years. During the general signup period, farmers and ranchers may
offer eligible land at their county Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. Land currently not en-
rolled in CRP may be offered in this signup provided all eligibility requirements are met. Ad-
ditionally, current CRP participants with contracts expiring this fall may make new contract
offers. Contracts awarded under this signup are scheduled to become effective Oct. 1, 2011.
The general sign-up for CRP will not affect cropped acres for this growing season. Acres will
be enrolled in the program in the fall.

The FSA implements CRP on behalf of Commodity Credit Corporation. FSA will evaluate
and rank eligible CRP offers using an Environmental Benefits Index (EBI) that shows the
environmental benefits to be gained from enrolling the land in CRP. The EBI consists of five
environmental factors (wildlife, water, soil, air and enduring benefits) and cost. Decisions on
the EBI cutoff will be made after the sign-up ends and after analyzing the EBI data of all the
offers

In addition to the general sign-up, CRP's continuous sign-up program will be ongoing. Con-
tinuous acres represent the most environmentally desirable and sensitive land. For more infor-
mation, visit http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.
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2011 FSA Annual Program Notification Statements

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land
to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for
USDA.

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to
report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result
in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County government offices, Realtors,
attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting
requirements.

Farming Operation Changes

If you have bought or sold land, or if you have added or dropped rented land from your operation, make sure you
report the changes to the office as soon as possible. You need to provide a copy of your deed or recorded land con-
tract for purchased property. Failure to maintain accurate records with FSA on all land you have an interest in can
lead to possible program ineligibility and penalties. Making the record changes now will save you time in the
spring. Update signature authorization when changes in the operation occur. Producers are reminded to contact the
office of a change in operations on a farm so that records can be kept current and accurate.

Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation Compliance

Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive payments from USDA, compliance with Highly
Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions are required. Farmers with HEL determined soils
are reminded of tillage, crop residue, and rotation requirements as specified per their conservation plan. Producers
are to notify the USDA Farm Service Agency prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to insure com-
pliance. Failure to obtain advance approval for any of these situations can result in the loss of eligibility and all Fed-
eral payments.

Controlled Substance

Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for
USDA payments or benefits. Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited
plants include marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug producing plants.

Special Accommodations

Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing

impairment. If accommodations are required, individuals should contact the county FSA office staff directly or by
phone.
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2011 FSA Annual Program Notification Statements (continued...)

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the county office personally because of work schedules, distance, health, etc.,
FSA has a power of attorney form available that enables you to designate another person to conduct your business at
the office. If you are interested, please contact our office or any Farm Service Agency office near you for more in-
formation.

Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into your bank account. In order for timely
payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office if your account has been changed or if another
financial institution purchases your bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not aware of updates to your
account and routing numbers.

Appeal Process
After an FSA official makes a decision on your request for USDA services or application, you will be sent a letter
informing you of the decision and options your can pursue if you disagree.

Generally, program participants have three choices — an informal review with the original agency decision-maker,
an opportunity for mediation and finally an appeal to the next level of authority within the agency.

IRS Form 1099-G

Producers annually receive CCC-1099-Gs detailing payments producers have received from the Commodity
Credit Corporation. The annual report of program payments on CCC-1099-Gs is a service intended to help our cus-
tomers report taxable income. It is not intended to replace the producers’ responsibilities to report income to IRS.

FSA staff cannot interpret IRS regulations or advise producers about which payments to report on their income
tax returns. However, county office staff can review payments for accuracy.

SURE Signup
Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) began Jan. 10, 2011. SURE provides

benefits for farm revenue losses due to natural disasters. For SURE, all crops must be covered by crop insurance,
NAP or be eligible for waivers.

A farm enrolled in SURE is eligible when either:
e aportion of the farm is located in a county covered by a qualifying natural disaster declaration (USDA Secre-
tarial Declarations only) or a contiguous county; or,
o the actual production is less than 50% of the normal production.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sex-
ual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from
any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alterna-
tive means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET
Center at 202-720-2600(voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication
and Compliance, 1400 Independence Avenue, SV, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (Voice) or (202) 720-
6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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