Idaho Farm Service
Agency

May 2014
County Newsletter

County Offices:
Bannock

Ben Evans, CED*
1551 Baldy Ave, Ste 1
Pocatello 83201-7105
237-3435

Bear Lake

Kathy Bunn, Acting CED

785 N 4th, Ste A, Montpelier
83254

847-1264

Benewah/Kootenai
Randy Primmer, CED
900 E St, PO Box 263
Plummer 83851-0263
686-1260

Bingham

Tyler Kendall, CED

Dustin Carter, FLM*

725 Jensen Grove Dr Ste 2
Blackfoot 83221-1684
785-2090

Bonneville

Megan McGuire-Watts, CED
1120 E Lincoln Rd, Ste B
Idaho Falls 83401-2122
522-6250

Boundary/Bonner

Randy Primmer, CED

6813 El Paso, PO Box 98
Bonners Ferry 83805-8569
267-2707

Butte/S. Custer

Tony Potter, CED

125 S Water, PO Box 69
Arco 83213-0069
527-8268

NEWSLETTE

LIVESTOCK DISASTER ASSISTANCE SIGN-UP UNDERWAY

Livestock disaster program enrollment opened on April 15, 2014. These disaster programs are
authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill as permanent programs and provide retroactive authority to
cover losses that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011.

To expedite applications, all producers who experienced losses are encouraged to bring records
documenting those losses to their local FSA Office. Producers should record all pertinent
information of natural disaster consequences, including:

Documentation of the number and kind of livestock that have died, supplemented if possible
by photographs or video records of ownership and losses

o Dates of death supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts

¢ Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or to move animals to new pastures

¢ Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed

o Crop records, including seed and fertilizer purchases, planting and production records
Eligible producers can sign-up for the following livestock disaster assistance programs:
Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP):

o LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered grazing
losses due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed
land. Eligible producers must physically be located in a county affected by a qualifying
drought during the normal grazing period for the county. Producers who suffered eligible
grazing losses should submit a completed CCC-853 and supporting documentation by
January 30, 2015.

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP):

o LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered livestock
death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals
reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law.
Producers who suffered livestock death losses should submit a notice of loss and an
application for payment to their local FSA office by January 30, 2015.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

o ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and
farm-raised fish that have losses due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such
as blizzards and wildfires. ELAP assistance is provided for losses not covered by LFP and
LIP. Producers who suffered eligible livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish losses during
2012 and 2013 program years must submit a notice of loss and application for payment
to their local FSA office by August 1, 2014. For 2014 program year losses, the notice of
loss and an application for payment must be submitted by November 1, 2014.

For more information, producers can review the LFP, LIP and ELAP Fact Sheets on the Farm
Bill webpage. Producers are encouraged to make an appointment with their local FSA office to
apply for these programs.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
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2013 ACRE

Participation in 2013 ACRE requires production reports for planted acres that must be
submitted for the covered commodities planted on the farm by July 15, 2014. Failure to report
production for those covered commodities planted on ACRE farms may result in contract
termination. If the contract is terminated, all payments, including direct payments previously
received plus interest will be required to be refunded.

MARKETING ASSISTANCE LOANS (MAL)

Short-term financing is available by obtaining low interest commodity loans for eligible
harvested production. A nine-month Marketing Assistance Loan provides financing that allows
producers to store production for later marketing. The crop may be stored on the farm or in the
warehouse.

Loans are available for producers who share in the risk of producing the eligible commaodity
and maintain beneficial interest in the crop through the duration of the loan. Beneficial interest
means retaining the ability to make decisions about the commodity, responsibility for loss
because of damage to the commaodity and title to the commaodity. Once beneficial interest in a
commodity is lost, it is ineligible for a loan, even if you regain beneficial interest.

FSA is accepting MALSs and applications for LDPs on the 2014 wool crop.

FSA began accepting MAL/LDP requests for honey (produced and extracted) on April 1,
2014. MAL/LDP requests for all other eligible commodities can be made after harvest. Sugar
MALSs will be available beginning October 1, 2014.

MAINTAINING THE QUALITY OF LOANED GRAIN

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is
heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases.

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral
should remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the
term of the loan.

UNAUTHORIZED DISPOSITION OF GRAIN

If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal
without prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized
disposition. The financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s
name will be placed on a loan violation list for a two-year period. Always call before you haul
any grain under loan.

GUARANTEED LOAN ELIGIBILITY

Changes to FSA regulations have removed Guaranteed Operating Loan term limits. Previous
and current guaranteed loan borrowers who were not eligible for further guaranteed loans due
to the previous 15 year eligibility term limit may now be eligible for further guaranteed loans
through their commercial lender.

DIRECT LOAN CHANGES

Changes were made to the interest rate charged on loans where FSA provides 50 percent or
less on jointly financed purchases of real estate also called Direct Farm Ownership
Participation Loans. The interest rate will be the greater of 2.5 percent or the current interest
rate for direct Farm Ownership loans minus 2 percent, as a fixed rate for the duration of the
loan. At present, the May direct Farm Ownership rate is 4.00 percent. Because the 2.5 percent
floor is greater than subtracting 2 percent from the current direct farm ownership loan rate, the
rate for Direct Farm Ownership Participation Loans in May is 2.50 percent.
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Washington/Adams/Payette
Kim Royer, CED

849 E 9th St, Weiser 83672
549-4280

GUARANTEED LOAN PROGRAM
The Farm Service Agency loan limit for the Guaranteed Loan Program is $1,355,000. The limit is
adjusted annually based on data compiled by the National Agricultural Statistics Service.

The maximum combined guaranteed and direct farm loan indebtedness is $1,655,000.

As a reminder, the one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA guaranteed farm ownership and
operating loans is 1.5 percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan. When a Guaranteed Loan is made in
conjunction with a Direct Beginning Farmer Down payment Loan the guarantee fee is waived.

Producers should contact their local FSA County Offices with questions about farm loans.

GoVDELIVERY CUSTOMERS ARE NOT IMPACTED BY THE HEARTBLEED

Buc
GovDelivery customer subscriptions are not affected by the heartbleed bug.

This bug has caused major security concerns among users of cloud technology. The Heartbleed bug
refers to a flaw in an encryption tool used on the Internet that can expose data that is meant to be hidden.

Your GovDelivery account and information is safe. Nothing in the GovDelivery network architecture
is affected by this bug.

You can find out more about the Heartbleed bug at http://heartbleed.com/

Selected Interest Rates for

May 2014
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.125%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.0%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct
Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or 1.50%
Rancher
Emergency Loans 3.125%
Farm Storage Facility Loans 1.250%
(7 years)
D_|rect I_:arm Ownership — Joint 2 50%
Financing

Dates to Remember

May 30 |Deadline for MILC Changes

Jul 15 |Reporting Deadline for ACRE

Aug 1 Deadline for ELAP application for losses in
2012 to 2013

Sept 30 NAP deadline for all fall seeded crops and
grass seed crops in the Northern District
Deadline for ELAP Application for losses in

Nov 1
2014

Jan 30 |Deadline for LIP/LFP Application losses in

2015 2011-2013

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



	Loans are available for producers who share in the risk of producing the eligible commodity and maintain beneficial interest in the crop through the duration of the loan.  Beneficial interest means retaining the ability to make decisions about the com...
	Unauthorized Disposition of Grain

