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  June 2009  

Canyon/Ada FSA News 
     

CANYON, ADA FSA 
2208 E Chicago St  Ste B 
Caldwell, ID 83604 
208 454-8695 (phone) 
208 454-1037 (fax) 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/id  
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
Helen Lammey, Chair 
Richard Durrant, Vice Chair 
Mike Goodson, Member 
Marcella Stewart, Member 
Robert McKellip, Member 
 
County Committee meets  
First Tuesday of each 
month 
 
Staff 
Farm Programs 
Steve G. Ulrich, CED 
X 107  
Bobe Kendall, PT 
X 104 
Farleigh Byers, PT 
X 100 
Nick Molenaar, PT 
X 111 
Mark Havlicak, PT 
X 105 
Debbie Ragsdale, PT 
X 109 
 
Farm Loan Programs 
John Lejardi, FLM 
X 106 
Mike Anderson, FLO 
X 103 
Monta Brosmer, FLO 
X 108 
Susan Smith, FLO 
X 110 
Lora Ulrich, FLO 
X 102 
Linda McIntyre, PT 
X 101 
 
 

    
DCP & ACRE Signup Deadline 
 

Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-cyclical 
Payment (DCP) Program has been extended un-
til August 14, 2009. FSA will not accept any 
late-filed applications.  Signup in the ACRE op-
tion is also available through August 14, 2009. 
   
FSA computes DCP Program payments using 
base acres and payment yields established for 
each farm.  Eligible producers receive direct 
payments at rates established by statute regard-
less of market prices.  For 2009, you may re-
quest to receive advance direct payments based 
on 22 percent of the direct payment for each 
commodity associated with the farm.  Counter-
cyclical payment rates vary depending on mar-
ket prices and are issued only when prices fall 
below a threshold level. 
 

The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service will save 
you time, reduce paperwork and speed up con-
tract processing at FSA offices.  It is available 
to anyone eligible to participate in the DCP 
Program.  To access this on-line service, you 
must have an active USDA eAuthentication 
Level 2 account, which requires filling out an 
online registration form at 
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov followed by a 
visit to the local USDA Service Center for iden-
tity verification. 
 

Crop Reporting 
Deadline June 30, 2009 

 

The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA 
office can be referred to as crop reporting, acre-
age reporting, or crop certification.  Filing an ac-
curate and timely report for all crops and land 
uses, including failed acreage, can prevent loss of 
benefits for a variety of Farm Service Agency 
programs. All cropland on the farm must be re-
ported to receive benefits from the Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program, marketing assistance 
loans and Load Deficiency Payments. 
The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acre-
age, must account for all cropland on a farm, 
whether idle or planted. The producer certifica-
tion deadline for ALL CROPS is June 30, 2009.
Continued on  page 2 

County Committee Elections
“FSA Counts on You” 

Nomination Form Page 3 

Since COC elections happen only once a year, 
here is an election refresher. For election pur-
poses, counties are divided into local adminis-
trative areas, or LAAs. Each LAA selects one 
producer to serve a three-year term on the Farm 
Service Agency county committee. 

Each year, an election is held in an LAA to re-
place the committee member whose three-year 
term is expiring. In counties with three LAAs, 
one seat is up for election. In combined counties 
in some years, two seats may be up for election. 

Nominations 

Candidate nominations for the FSA county 
committee election will be accepted June 15 
through Aug. 3, 2009.  

Producers who are residents in the LAA holding 
the election and who participate or cooperate in 
an FSA program and are of legal voting age may 
be nominated to serve on the county committee.

Individuals may nominate themselves or others 
as candidates.  Also, organizations representing 
socially disadvantaged minorities and women 
farmers or ranchers may also nominate candi-
dates. 

The nomination form, FSA-669A, is available at 
the county office or may be downloaded from 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=ne
wsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce.   

 

To be valid, the nomination form must be signed 
by the person being nominated, indicating 
agreement to serve if elected.   The completed 
nomination form must be returned to the county 
office by the close of business on Aug. 3, or 
postmarked by midnight Aug. 3, 2009.  

 
 

 

Continued on page 4
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Crop Reporting cont. 

     
Farm Reconstitutions 
 

For FSA program purposes, tracts having the same owner 
and the same operator are grouped under one farm serial 
number.  When changes in ownership or operation take 
place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. 
The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of combining 
or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming op-
eration.  Remember, to be effective for the current year, re-
cons must be requested by August 1 for farms enrolled in 
specific programs. 
The following are the different methods used when doing a 
farm recon: 
 

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and 
quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an es-
tate; 

 

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used 
when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is trans-
ferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more per-
sons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more 
persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is trans-
ferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) 
tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. 
In order to use this method the land sold must have 
been owned for at least three years, or a waiver 
granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memo-
randum of Understanding; 

 

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the 
same proportion that the DCP cropland for each result-
ing tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent 
tract; 

 

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent 
farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to 
the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the 
system. 

 

CRP & NAP Certification 
Conservation Reserve Program acreage must be re-
ported to receive annual rental payments. And, crop 
acreage for Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) must also be reported.  
Prevented Planting: 
Prevented planting is to be reported no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date. 
Failed Acreage: 
Reports of failed acreage must be filed before disposi-
tion of the crop, and producers must be able to estab-
lish to the satisfaction of the county committee that the 
crop failed and was prevented from being replanted 
through the normal planting period because of natural 
disaster conditions. 
 
 

Banking Changes? 
 

Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made 
electronically using Direct Deposit. This innovation 
has cut down on the number of missing and late pay-
ments and reduced the time required to move funds.  It 
has been calculated that having a problem with a pay-
ment is 20 times greater with checks than with Direct 
Deposit.  Another benefit is that Direct Deposit to your 
account can be made within 48 hours. 
To keep the system running smoothly, it’s critical to 
keep the county office staff up to date on changes you 
might make in your financial institutions. If you have 
changed accounts or institutions that might affect the 
direct deposit of your FSA payments, contact the FSA 
county office so we can update our files. 
 
 

Power of Attorney 
 

For those who find it difficult to visit the county 
office personally because of work schedules, dis-
tance, health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney form 
available that enables you to designate another per-
son to conduct your business at the office 

If you are interested, please contact our office or 
any Farm Service Agency office near you for more 
information. If you want a crop loan, a power of at-
torney form will need to be completed for husband 
and wife, if both do not come into the office to sign 
the forms on the day the loan is disbursed.  
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         Individuals can nominate themselves or another individual. Deadline to File is August 3, 2009 
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, ge-
netic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance pro-
grams. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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Voting 
Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning  
 
Candidate Eligibility 
To hold office as a county committee member, a person must meet 
the basic eligibility criteria: 
 Participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA 
 Be eligible to vote in a county committee election 
 Reside in the LAA in which the person is a candidate 
 Not have been: 

 Removed or disqualified from the office of county commit-
tee member, alternate or employee 

 Removed for cause from any public  
office or have been convicted of fraud, larceny, embezzle-
ment or any other felony 

 Dishonorably discharged from any branch of the armed ser-
vices. 

 
For additional clarification about county committee elections, con-
tact your local county office staff. 
 

Dates to Remember 

Continuous 
Continuous Conservation 
Reserve Program 

  

June 15, 2009 
COC Nomination period 
opens 

April 27 to Au-
gust 14, 2009 

ACRE program signup  
period 

Aug. 1, 2009 Deadline for Recon Requests 

Aug. 3, 2009 
Deadline to file COC  
Nomination 

Aug. 14, 2009 
DCP / ACRE Signup  
Deadline 

Selected Interest Rates for 
June  2009 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct  2.25% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct  4.25% 
Farm Ownership Loans —  
Down Payment 

 1.50% 

Emergency Loans  3.75% 
 

VOTING- Continued from page 1


