
MAY 2011  
USDA 
Gem/Boise/Valley 
County FSA Office 
1805 Hwy 16 Room 4 
Emmett, ID. 83617 
(208) 365-3527 x 2 
phone 
(208) 365-7183 fax 
 
www.fsa.usda.gov/ 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. 
 
County Office Staff 
Debbie Carlock, CED 
Deann Kersey, PT 
Sandra Becker, PT 
 
County Committee 
Blaine Lindley, Chair 
Shirley Florence, V Chair 
David Obermeyer 
Joe Kennedy 
Gary Biggers 
 
County Committee 
meets the second 
Thursday of the month 
@ 10:00 AM in the 
county office.  
**PLEASE NOTE: Due 
to budget restraints 
only two meetings will 
be scheduled for the 
remaining Fiscal Year: 
June 9, 2011 
August 11, 2011 
 
Farm Loan Man-
ager: 
John Lejardi 
Canyon/Ada FSA Office 
(208)454-8696  
 
www.fsa.usda.gov/id  
 

DCP Signup  
 
Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) will continue through 
June 1, 2011. USDA urges producers to make 
use of the eDCP automated website to sign up, 
or producers can visit any USDA Service Cen-
ter to complete their 2011 DCP contract. 
  
USDA computes DCP Program payments us-
ing base acres and payment yields established 
for each farm. Eligible producers receive di-
rect payments at rates established by statute 
regardless of market prices. For 2011, eligible 
producers may request advance direct pay-
ments based on 22 percent of the direct pay-
ment. 
For more information on this or other pro-
grams, simply contact the FSA office.   

 

ACRE Program 
 
  

The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) 
program deadline is June 1, 2011. Through 
ACRE, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
offers producers an alternative to traditional 
Direct and Counter-cyclical (DCP) payments. 
The ACRE alternative provides eligible pro-
ducers a state-level revenue guarantee, based 
on the 5-year state Olympic average yield and 
the 2-year national average price.  
 
ACRE payments are made when both state- 
and farm-level triggers are met. By participat-
ing in ACRE, producers elect to forgo counter-
cyclical payments.  Producers also elect to 
receive a 20% reduction in direct payments 
and a 30% reduction in loan rates. 
 
A decision to elect ACRE binds the producer 
to the program through the 2012 crop year, the 
last crop year covered by the 2008 Farm Bill.  
For more details contact your local FSA of-
fice. 

 

Crop Reporting 

The annual, timely and accurate reporting 
of acres for all crops and land uses, includ-
ing failed acreage, can prevent loss of 
benefits for a variety of Farm Service 
Agency programs.  All cropland on the 
farm must be reported to receive benefits 
from the Direct and Counter-cyclical Pro-
gram, Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL) 
and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP). 

Conservation Reserve Program acreage 
must be reported to receive annual rental 
payments. And, crop acreage for Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) must also be reported. 

Crop reports, form FSA-578, Report of 
Acreage, must account for all cropland on 
a farm, whether idle or planted. Producers 
need to file their acreage reports by June 
30th. 

Prevented Planting: Prevented planting 
needs be reported no later than 15 calendar 
days after the final planting date. 

Failed Acreage: Reports of failed acreage 
must be filed before disposition of the 
crop, and producers must be able to estab-
lish to the satisfaction of the county com-
mittee that the crop failed and was pre-
vented from being replanted through the 
normal planting period because of natural 
disaster conditions. 

AGI and the IRS 

USDA has a Memorandum of Understand-
ing with the Internal Revenue Service to 
establish an electronic information ex-
change process for verifying compliance 
with the adjusted gross income (AGI) pro-
visions for farm programs.  Written consent 
will be required from each producer or 
payment recipient for the tax review proc-
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ess.  No actual tax data will be included in the 
verification report that IRS sends to FSA.   

The agreement ensures that payments are not 
issued to producers whose AGI exceeds cer-
tain limits.  The limits set in the 2008 Farm 
Bill are $500,000 nonfarm average AGI for 
commodity and disaster programs; $750,000 
farm average AGI for direct payments; and $1 
million nonfarm average AGI for conservation 
programs. 
 
Participants in CCC programs subject to aver-
age AGI rules must submit form CCC-927 
(Individual) and/or CCC-928 (Legal Entity) to 
the Internal Revenue Service by June 15 to 
avoid interruption of program benefits.  These 
forms may be obtained from local FSA and 
NRCS offices. 

 

 NAP Records 
Production records for individual crops 

need to be filed at the FSA office to establish 
an approved NAP yield.  If this is your first 
year in NAP, you can provide production and 
acreage information from prior years to estab-
lish your yield.  If you participated in NAP in 
previous years, you must report your produc-
tion and acreage on a yearly basis to keep your 
yield up-to-date.  Records submitted must be 
reliable or verifiable and need to show crop 
disposition.  We recommend producers submit 
production records as soon as harvest is com-
plete.  All production records must be sub-
mitted by the subsequent crop year’s final 
acreage reporting date. 

 

NAP Loss Filing 
 

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to 
report failed acreage and prevented planting 
and may be completed by any producer with 
an interest in the crop. Timely filing the Notice 
of Loss is required for ALL CROPS INCLUD-
ING GRASSES. For losses on crops covered 
by the Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must 
file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA 
County Office within 15 days of the occur-
rence of the disaster or when losses become 
apparent.  

If filing for prevented planting, an acre-
age report and CCC-576 must be filed within 
15 calendar days of the final planting date for 
the crop. 

SURE Program 
 

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance 
Program (SURE) provides benefits for farm 
revenue losses due to natural disasters that 
incurred in the crop years 2008 through Sep-
tember 30, 2011. To be eligible for SURE pay-
ments, a producer is required to obtain crop 
insurance on all crops in all counties or, if crop 
insurance is not available, to participate in the 
Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) ex-
cept for grazed acreage.  Crop insurance or 
NAP coverage is not required for crops that 
are not of economic significance or those 
where the administrative fee required to buy 
NAP coverage exceeds 10% of the value of the 
coverage. 

Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet 
the definition of Socially Disadvantaged, Lim-
ited Resource, or Beginning Farmer or 
Rancher are exempt from the insurance/ NAP 
purchase requirement.   

The following are the conditions that trig-
ger SURE payments:   
 If the Secretary of Agriculture has declared 

a county a “disaster”, then producers in that 
county and those in contiguous counties are 
potentially eligible with a 10% loss or 
greater.      

Without a secretarial designation, an indi-
vidual must show loss of at least 50% of at 
least one crop to be eligible to receive 
SURE payments.   

 Payments and losses are measured 
with consideration to the whole-farm revenue, 
which includes crop insurance indemnities and 
commodity program payments. A farm for 
SURE program purposes constitutes all crops 
in all counties in which the producer has an 
interest.   
 A SURE calculator is available at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?
area=home&subject=diap&topic=sure.  The 
calculator is not official, but is intended for 
educational use.  A fact sheet is also available 
online.  
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Emergency Assistance for  
2010 Losses 
 

 More than $8 million in disaster assis-
tance will be issued to livestock, honeybee and 
farm-raised fish producers that suffered losses 
in 2010 because of disease, adverse weather or 
other conditions. The aid will come from the 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey-
bees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).   

ELAP sign-up for 2011 losses is also un-
der way. Producers with 2011 losses must file 
an ELAP application no later than Jan. 30, 
2012. They also must file a notice of loss 
within 30 calendar days of when the loss is 
apparent to the producer or by Oct. 31, 2011, 
whichever is earlier. ELAP benefits related to 
2011 losses are expected to be issued in early 
2012. 

 
Hispanic and Women Farmers 
 

A process to resolve the claims of His-
panic and women farmers and ranchers who 
believe they were discriminated against when 
seeking USDA farm loans is being established. 

If you believe that the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) improperly 
denied farm loan benefits to you during certain 
time periods between 1981 and 2000 because 
you are Hispanic, or because you are female, 
you may be eligible to apply for compensa-
tion. 

For additional information on this claims 
process and other settlement issues contact: 

 
Hispanic and Women Farmer 
Claims Process  
www.farmerclaims.gov or   
1-888-508-4429 
 
Pigford  - Black Farmers Discrimina-
tion Litigation 
www.blackfarmercase.com or  
1-866-950-5547 
 
Keepseagle  - Native American 
Farmers Class Action Settlement  
www.IndianFarmClass.com or  
1-888-233-5506 

 
 

 

 

Farm Reconstitutions 
At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group 

all tracts having the same owner and the same 
operator under one farm serial number.  When 
changes in ownership or operation take place, 
a farm reconstitution is necessary.  If multiple 
owners and/or operators do not agree about 
program participation and want to separate 
acres by programs, for example to enter only a 
segment of property into the new ACRE pro-
gram, then producers should inquire about a 
reconstitution of the farm at the local FSA of-
fice. 

The reconstitution—or recon—is the 
process of combining or dividing farms or 
tracts of land based on the farming operation.  
NOTE:  to be effective for the current year, 
recons must be requested by August 1, 2011 
for farms enrolled in specific programs. 

 
Farm Loan Programs 
 

The Farm Service Agency is committed 
to providing family farmers with credit to meet 
their business needs.  Farmers having trouble 
obtaining financing have both direct and guar-
anteed loan options. 

Farmers who have had a setback and 
whose lenders are reluctant to extend or renew 
credit can ask their lender if they qualify for an 
FSA loan guarantee 

Farm ownership loans or farm operating 
loans may be obtained as direct loans for a 
maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed 
loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of 
$1,119,000.  Producers are encouraged to ap-
ply early so that a loan can be processed and 
funded in a timely manner prior to production 
credit needs. 

FSA employees will help you complete 
the necessary application and other forms, and 
help you understand what information is re-
quired, where to find it or who to contact to 
get it.  To find out more about FSA loan pro-
grams, contact the county office staff. 

Measurement Service 

Incorrect acreage self-certification can result 
in reduced program payments, penalty, or loss 
of eligibility. Farmers who would like to guar-
antee the accuracy of their crop plantings and 
land use acreages can make it official by using 
the FSA measurement service.  
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Producers must file a request with the county office staff and pay the cost of a field visit to have stake and referencing 
done on the farm.  This measurement service uses digital imagery and where an on-site visit is not required, charges are 
reduced.  Producers can request ortho-imagery and CLU covering their land (commonly referred to as a clip) at no 
charge, providing accurate acreage of an entire field.     
 

Did Your Bank Change? 
 

If you have changed banks and not notified FSA, your payment could be delayed.  Payments are now electronically 
transferred into your bank account. If we are not aware of changes to your account and have incorrect routing numbers, 
there could be problems. For FSA to make timely payments, you need to notify the office if you close your account or if 
another financial institution purchases your bank.  It is important that any changes in producer’s account such as type of 
account, bank mergers, routing number or account numbers, be provided to the county office promptly to avoid possible 
payment delay.   

Sodbuster Regulations 

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the plowing up of erosion-prone grasslands for use as cropland. Sodbuster vio-
lations are unauthorized tillage practices on highly erodible lands that converted native vegetation such as rangeland or 
woodland, to crop production after Dec. 23, 1985. 

Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they use highly erodible land for crop production without proper conserva-
tion measures, they risk losing eligibility to participate in Farm Service Agency programs. 

Before producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare areas not presently under crop production for planting, they are re-
quired to file an AD-1026, indicating the area to be brought into production. 

If Natural Resources Conservation Service indicates on a CPA-026 that the area will be highly erodible land, the pro-
ducer will be required to develop and implement a conservation plan on the affected acreage, before bringing land into 
production. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, 
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Selected Interest Rates for May  2011  

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 

Farm Operating - Direct 2.625% 

Farm Ownership -  Direct 5.000% 

Conservation Loan 5.000% 

Farm Ownership - Direct Down Pay-
ment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.500% 

Emergency 3.750% 

Farm Storage Facility-7 year 50,000 or 
less– call office for additional yrs/ rates 

2.875% 

 Dates to Remember 

June 1 Deadline - Farm Record Changes 

June 1 ACRE Signup Ends 

June 1 2011 DCP Enrollment Ends 

June 30 Crop Reporting Ends 

Continues Continuous Conservation Reserve  
Program 
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