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NEWSLETTER 

FARM Bill and what you’ll need to look at: 
 

Produces will be receiving letters  from the USDA about their current base acres, yields, and 
2009-2012 planting history. These base acres were developed many years ago, based upon the farm 
plantings at that time. The last several  Farm Bills used base acres to calculate farm payments 
(known as contract payments) and had nothing to do with what you were planting. Under the new 
Farm Bill, producers will be given the opportunity to review their established base acres and yields 
and make changes to those acres and yields. The changes that will be allowed are to reallocate your 
current base acres to a crop you have been planting (limited to the total base acres established) and 
prove up your yields on those base acre crops.  

Please cross check the letter from USDA with your farm records. If the information is correct, no 
further action is needed at this time, but if our letter is incomplete or incorrect, contact your local 
FSA office as soon as possible. 

Verifying the accuracy of data on a farm’s acreage history is a required early step for enrolling in 
the upcoming Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) program and the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) pro-
gram. In late summer or mid fall farmers and ranchers will have an opportunity to update their crop 
yield information and reallocate base acres. You can not increase your based acres just reallocate the 
crop. 

By mid-winter producers with base acres on a farm will be required to make a one-time, unani-
mous and irrevocable election between price protection and county revenue protection or individual 
revenue protection for 2014-2018 crop years. Producers can expect to sign contracts for ARC or 
PLC for the 2014 and 2015 crop years in the spring of 2015.  

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, 
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice 
(includes short grain rice and temperate japonica rice), safflower seed, sesame, sunflower seed, and 
wheat.  

 
 

Livestock Disaster Programs: 
 
We have a host of new livestock disaster programs called LIP, LFP and ELAP. Each of these dis-

aster programs are designed to meet the ever changing demands Mother Nature brings to the farm. 
Here is a general note of what those programs cover: 

LIP: called the Livestock Indemnity Program which covers livestock mortality losses caused by 
weather and certain predators, above normal mortality losses. Producers have 60 days after the event 
to file on those losses. 

LFP: called the Livestock Forage Disaster Program provides assistance for dry land grazing 
losses due to a qualified drought, or qualifying fires on federal/state land during the established 
county grazing period. 

ELAP: Emergency Assistance for Livestock, farm raised fish and honeybees: Covers other 
weather related losses including qualifying fires on private land and blizzards, which may not be 
covered under other programs. 

For more information contact our office at 208-934-8472 or on visit the Web at 
www.fsa.usda.gov 

 
 
 



 

NAP Coverage 2015 (Non-Insurable 
Crop Insurance) 

The new Farm Bill made some big changes in the NAP 
program starting with the 2015 crop year. Producers will be 
able to purchase “buy-up” coverage if you’re willing to pay 
an additional premium. SDA (socially disadvantage produc-
ers) and beginning farmers and ranchers may apply for a re-
duced premium rate in 2015. More information is being re-
leased on these programs; watch for news releases for addi-
tional program information. Note: To purchase NAP insur-
ance coverage for the 2015 crops ends , 2014. 

 

Conservation Compliance Changes For 
2014 and beyond…. 

 
The 2014 Farm Bill will be tying in Conservation Com-

pliance to a host of new USDA subsidy programs, which 
include Federal Crop Insurance, and most NRCS programs.  

What does that mean to our area? Producers who partici-
pate in USDA programs have the requirement to file form 
AD-1026 certifying to Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
and Wetland Conservation compliance. Compliance is deter-
mined by the NRCS Office based upon the conservation sys-
tem you have in place; that you are using it, and if it meets 
the requirements established by NRCS.  

I would encourage all producers to contact the local 
NRCS office at 208-934-8472 extension 3 to review your 
current conservation plan. NRCS is doing random spot 
checks, and if a producer is found “not” following an ap-
proved NRCS conservation system you may be ineligible for 
USDA benefits. 

 

Margin Protection Program for Dairy 
Producers 

The 2014 Farm Bill authorized the Margin Protection 
Program (MPP-Dairy) for dairy producers. The new, volun-
tary risk management program replaces the Milk Income 
Loss Contract (MILC) program which expires on September 
1, 2014.  

MPP-Dairy offers protection to dairy producers when the 
difference (the mar-
gin) between the all-
milk price and nation-
al average feed cost 
falls below a certain 
producer selected 
amount.  

Eligible producers 
may purchase cover-
age for their dairy 
operation by paying 
an annual administra-

tive fee of $100 and a premium, as applicable, for higher 
levels of coverage. Producers in the dairy operation will have 
to select a desired coverage level ranging from $4.00 to 
$8.00, in $0.50 increments and a desired coverage percent-
age level ranging from 25 to 90 percent, in 5 percent incre-
ments. Producers will also have to decide whether or not to 
participate in the MPP-Dairy Program or the Livestock 
Gross Margin program administered by the Risk Manage-
ment Agency (RMA), but they will not be allowed to partici-
pate in both.  

A decision tool will be made available in the fall of 2014 
to help producers make coverage level decisions. Enrollment 
will also begin this fall. Dairy operators will establish their 
production history during signup. Verification of the produc-
tion records will be required. The regulations for MPP-dairy 
are still being developed. Additional information will be pro-
vided as it becomes available.  

 

Mailing Changes: 
 
You may have noticed we are no longer sending out 

monthly/bimonthly newsletters via mail. We have now 
moved into the more modern mode of communication 
“email”. Yes it is true FSA will be using email as its primary 
source of communication to producers. If you would like to 
be on our email mailing list, please send us your email ad-
dress. I would like to note our FAX number has changed 
too…please use 1-855-516-8870 to send your faxes to the 
Gooding/Camas FSA Office. Most all USDA offices in Idaho 
have changed their fax numbers, you may want to call and 
verify the number before faxing anything. 

 

Elections: 
The Gooding/Camas FSA County Committee elections 

will be conducted this fall. Areas 3 and 4 are up for election: 
Nathan Riddle will be running in the Bliss/Hagerman area 
and Max Wilson and Ellsworth Weatherly will be running for 
the position West of Soldier Rd in Camas County. Producers 
located in those area will be sent ballots, please note write in 
are encouraged, as long as they are willing to serve. 

 

Guaranteed Loan Eligibility  
Changes to FSA regulations have removed Guaranteed 

Operating Loan term limits. Previous and current guaranteed 
loan borrowers who were not eligible for further guaranteed 
loans due to the previous 15 year eligibility term limit may 
now be eligible for further guaranteed loans through their 
commercial lender.  

 



 
2014 MAL and LDP Requests 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting requests 
for marketing assistance loans (MALs) and loan deficiency 
payments (LDPs) for eligible 2014 commodities.   

MALs and LDPs for the 2014 crop year become availa-
ble to eligible producers beginning with harvest/shearing 
season and extending through a specific commodity’s final 
loan availability date.  

LDP application's  must be made prior to the sale, 
transfer of or loss of control of the commodity.  

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations 
per individual or entity not to exceed $125,000 annually on 
certain commodities for the following program benefits: 
price loss coverage payments, agriculture risk coverage 
payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These 
payment limitations do not apply to MAL loan disburse-
ments. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modi-
fied by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a producer 
whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds 
$900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. 

National and county loans rates for 2014 crops are post-
ed on the FSA website at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. 

For more information, please visit a nearby USDA Ser-
vice Center or FSA’s website www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged 

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist 
applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production.  
Loans are available for operating type loans and/or pur-
chase or improve farms or ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for 
these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding 
for members of socially disadvantaged applicants.   

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group 
whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or 
gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members 
of the group without regard to his or her individual quali-
ties.   

Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural 

enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, 
FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through 
either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning 
farmer as a person who: 
 
 Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
 Will materially and substantially participate in the op-

eration of the farm 
 Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower 

training and financial management program sponsored 
by FSA 

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the 
county’s average size farm. 

 
Additional program information, loan applications, and 

other materials are available at your local USDA Service 
Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Crop Reports: 
 

USDA has made execptions to  crop reporting 
deadlines and 2014 was no different. However with 
the 2015 crops just around the corner, I would like to 
remind producers of the official dates for 2015 crop 
reports: 
2014 crops:  Producers can report their acreage 
through December 30, 2014 and no late provisions 
will apply. 
2015 Crops: Alfalfa, Pasture and other perennial 
crops need to be reported by November 15, 2014 or 
late file provisions may apply. Winter wheat and Win-
ter Barley by December 15, 2014, and Honeybees by 
January 1, 2015. 
2015 NAP covered producers…alfalfa and pasture 
crops need to be reported by November 15, 2014 for 
the 2015 crop. 

 
**All other crops need to be reported by July 15, 

2015. 
 

Hopefully the Gooding/Camas FSA Office will be au-
thorized to schedule appointments for the 2015 spring 
reported crops. Fall reporting, please call or stop in 
and report your crops. 

 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
Early Out 

 
As of August 6, producers with acres under con-

tract through the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) can apply for early contract termination, as re-
quired by the 2014 Farm Bill.  The deadline to request 
early CRP contract termination is Jan. 30, 2015.   

The effective date for early termination is no earlier 
than October 1, 2014.  The CRP contract must have 
been in effect for at least five years and other condi-
tions must be met.  The 2014 Farm Bill identifies 10 
exceptions whereby land will not be eligible for the 
early-out provisions.  For a complete list of these ex-
ceptions, please view the program fact sheet online at: 
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CRP continued….. 
 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/

crp_opt_out_fact_sht.pdf  
 
“Once a CRP contract termination request is ap-

proved by the FSA County Committee, the decision 
cannot be reversed and the contract cannot be reinstat-
ed,” “Likewise, producers must meet conservation 
compliance provisions for all land that will be returned 
to production.” 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 
632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 

SELECTED AUGUST INTEREST RATES 

Farm Operating Loans—Direct 2.125% 

Farm Ownership Loans—Direct 3.75% 

Farm  Ownership Loans—direct Down 
Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans 3.125% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) 2.125% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) 2.625% 

Dates to Remember 
July 15th Crop reporting when done planting 

September 1 USDA Service Centers Closed  

Ag Loans Year Round at the Jerome FSA Office 324-4325 

TBA PLC & ARC Sign ups 

Dec 1st 
Deadline to Purchase NAP insurance on  
perennial crops 
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