—
e

April 2011

Latah FSA
County Committee

Connie Esser—Chair
Clint Anderson—Vice chair
John Bohman—member

County Executive Director

Jim Knecht x105
County Office Staff

Janell Benjamin  x108
Shyla Lisenbee  x107
Sherry Pollock x100
Annette Schenck x106

Farm Loan Program
Manager

Bardell Faux
Loan officers

Brian Hill
Jason Fisher

Business Hours

Monday—Friday
8:00 am—4:30 pm

Contact us

(208) 882-4960 ext 2
(208) 882-8809 Fax

Website

www.fsa.usda.gov/id

Latah County newslet-
ters can be viewed any-
time at the website listed
above.

FSA

————

2011 FSA County Committee

Elections
Enclosed in this newsletter is the nomi-
nating petition for the 2011 election. The
election will encompass the area north of Vi-
ola and includes Viola, Potlatch, Farmington,
Princeton, Harvard and Bovill.

Election Period
e June 15, 2011
COC nomination period begins.
® Aug. 1, 2011
COC nomination forms (FSA-669A) due at
the local USDA Service Center
e Nov. 4, 2011
COC ballots mailed to eligible voters
e Dec. 5, 2011
Last day to return completed COC ballots to
the USDA Service Center
e Jan. 2,2012
Newly elected COC members take office

Who Can Hold Office
To hold office as a county committee
member, a person must meet the basic eligibil-
ity criteria as follows:
e Participate or cooperate in a program admin-
istered by FSA
e Be cligible to vote in a county committee
election
e Reside in the LAA in which the person is a
candidate
Candidates must not have been:

e Removed or disqualified from the office of
county committee member, alternate or em-
ployee

e Removed for cause from any public office or
have been convicted of fraud, larceny, embez-
zlement or any other felony

e Dishonorably discharged from any branch of
the armed services.

For more information about county com-

mittee elections, contact the county office
staff.
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SURE Program

The Supplemental Revenue Assis-
tance Program (SURE) provides benefits
for farm revenue losses due to natural dis-
asters that incurred in the crop years 2008
through September 30, 2011. To be eligible
for SURE payments, a producer is required
to obtain crop insurance on all crops in all
counties or, if crop insurance is not avail-
able, to participate in the Non-Insured As-
sistance Program (NAP) except for grazed
acreage. However, crop insurance or NAP
coverage is no longer required for crops
that are not of economic significance or
those where the administrative fee required
to buy NAP coverage exceeds 10% of the
value of the coverage.

Eligible farmers and ranchers who
meet the definition of Socially Disadvan-
taged, Limited Resource, or Beginning
Farmer or Rancher are exempt from the
risk management purchase requirement.

The following are the conditions that
trigger SURE payments:

e At least one crop of economic signifi-
cance must suffer a 10% production loss
due to an eligible disaster condition.
(These are crops that contributed or
would have contributed at least 5% or
more of the total expected revenue from
all crops on the farm.)

e Producers in counties declared disaster
counties by the Secretary of Agriculture,
or in contiguous counties, or those who
show proof of an individual loss of at
least 50% are eligible to receive SURE
payments for crop producer or crop qual-
ity losses. Losses are measured with
consideration to the whole-farm revenue,
which includes crop insurance indemni-
ties and commodity program payments,
so that producers are not paid more than
once for the same loss.
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NOTICE
TO HISPANIC
AND/OR
WOMEN

FARMERS OR
RANCHERS

COMPENSATION
FOR CLAIMS OF
DISCRIMINATION

Ifyou believe that
the United States
Department of
Agriculture (USDA)
improperly denied
farm loan benefits to
you between 1981
and 2000 because
you are Hispanic,
or because you are
female, you may be
eligible to apply for
compensation.

To register your name
to receive a claims
packet, call the
Farmer and Rancher
Call Center at 1-888-
S08-442%9 or visit:
wiww. farmerclaims.gov

The daims package
will have detailed
information about
the eligibility and
claims process.

——y Dapartment of

i Agricuiturs
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NAP Records

All 2010 production records must be sub-
mitted by this crop year’s final acreage report-
ing date which is June 30, 2011.

NAP Loss Filing

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to
report failed acreage and prevented planting
and may be completed by any producer with
an interest in the crop. Timely filing the Notice
of Loss is required for ALL CROPS INCLUD-
ING GRASSES. For losses on crops covered
by the Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must
file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA
County Office within 15 days of the occur-
rence of the disaster or when losses become
apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acre-
age report and CCC-576 must be filed within
15 calendar days of the final planting date for
the crop.

AGI and the IRS

USDA has a Memorandum of Under-
standing with the Internal Revenue Service to
establish an electronic information exchange
process for verifying compliance with the ad-
justed gross income (AGI) provisions for farm
programs. Written consent will be required
from each producer or payment recipient for
the tax review process. No actual tax data will
be included in the verification report that IRS
sends to FSA.

The agreement ensures that payments are
not issued to producers whose AGI exceeds
certain limits. The limits set in the 2008 Farm
Bill are $500,000 nonfarm average AGI for
commodity and disaster programs; $750,000
farm average AGI for direct payments; and $1
million nonfarm average AGI for conservation
programs.

Participants in CCC programs subject to
average AGI rules must submit form CCC-927
(Individual) and/or CCC-928 (Legal Entity) to
the Internal Revenue Service by June 15 to
avoid interruption of program benefits. These
forms may be obtained from local FSA and
NRCS offices.

Farm Reconstitutions

At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group
all tracts having the same owner and the same
operator under one farm serial number. When
changes in ownership or operation take place,
a farm reconstitution is necessary. If multiple
owners and/or operators do not agree about
program participation and want to separate
acres by programs, for example to enter only a
segment of property into the new ACRE pro-
gram, then producers should inquire about a
reconstitution of the farm at the local FSA of-
fice.

The reconstitution—or recon—is the
process of combining or dividing farms or
tracts of land based on the farming operation.
NOTE: to be effective for the current year,
recons must be requested by August 1, 2011
for farms enrolled in specific programs.

DCP and ACRE Signup

Enrollment in the 2011 DCP and 2011
ACRE programs continues through June 1,
2011.

Crop Reporting for 2011

Crop reporting is different this year as
FSA crop reporting software has moved to the
web. What this means to you is that the crop
reporting process will take more time to com-
plete this year. We anticipate that a few wet
spots will have to be identified and that always
takes time. If you end up with prevented
planting acres that will take extra time as well.

As always you need to call and schedule
an appointment to report your acres once seed-
ing is complete. It will be very busy so please
call as soon as possible to schedule.

Prevented Planting Credit

Remember, prevented planting must be
reported within 15 days of the final planting
date in order to received prevented planting
credit for FSA history.
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FSA-669A U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
(03-31-11) Farm Service Agency

NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION

1. NAME OF NOMINEE (Type or Print Nominee's Full Name) TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNTY FSA OFFICE

4. INITIALS OF EMPLOYEE RECEIVING FORM AND DATE RECEIVED
2. ADDRESS OF NOMINEE 5. COUNTY
6. LAA 7. STATE
3. NOMINEE'S CERTIFICATION: 8. NOMINATOR'’S CERTIFICATION:
I hereby agree to have my name placed on the ballol, that I will serve if If this nomination is by other than self;, the following eligible voter or
elected, and if there is a conflict of interest, I will resign such position. representative of a community based organization hereby nominates the
afore-named person to be a candidate in the next County FSA Committee
D I DO want to witness the settling of tied votes with another nominee. election for the county.
[T] 1DO NOT want to witness the settling of tied votes with another nominee.
3A. SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE 3B. DATE 8A. SIGNATURE OF NOMINATOR 8B. DATE
D Check here if nominee is a write-in candidate. (If the individual is self nominating, no s’gnatufe is fequired).

9. TO BE COMPLETED BY NOMINEE

VOLUNTARY INFORMATION FOR MONITORING PURPOSES: The following information is requested by the Federal Government in order
to monitor FSA's compliance with federal laws prohibiting discrimination against program participants on the basis of race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, marital status, handicapped condition, or age. You are not required to furnish this information, but are encouraged to do
so. This information will not be used in evaluating your nomination or to discriminate against you in any way.

ETHNICITY RACE (Choose as many boxes as applicable) GENDER

D Hispanic or Latino D American Indian or Alaska Native D Black or African-American D Male

l:] Not Hispanic or Latino I:] Asian D Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander I:] Female
[] wnite

g INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM
Complete the form as follows:

ITEM1 Type or Print the nominee's full name. The nominee must be:
A. Eligible to vote in the designated County FSA Committee election.
B. Eligible to hold the office of County FSA Committee member.
C. Willing to serve if elected.
ITEM2  Enter the nominee's current address.
ITEM 3  The nominee must check one of the boxes to indicate a preference regarding the settling of tied votes.
ITEMS 3A &3B  The nominee must sign and date.
ITEMS 8A & 8B  The nominator must sign and date. (If the individual is self nominating, no signature is required.)

ITEM9  Completing this item is voluntary.
ALL FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE COUNTY OFFICE OR POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 1, 2011.

NOTE: The following statement is made In accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 552a - as amended). The authority for requesting the information identified on this
form is the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Pub. L. 110-246). The information will be used to obtain nominees for election to the County FSA Committee.
The information collected on this form may be disclosed to other Federal, State, Local government agencies, Tribal agencies, and nongovernmental entities that have
been authorized access to the information by statute or regulation and/or as described in applicable Routine Uses identified in the System of Records Notice for County
Personnel Records, USDA/FSA-6. Providing the requested information is voluntary. However, failure to furnish the requested information will result in a determination of
ineligibility for nomination for election to the County FSA Committee.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it
displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0560-0229. The time required to complete this information colfection
is estimated to average 10 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. The provisions of appropriate criminal and civil fraud, privacy, and other statutes may be applicable lo
the information provided. RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR COUNTY FSA OFFICE.




Latah County FSA Office
220 E. 5th Street, Room 219
Moscow, Idaho 83843

to avoid possible payment delay.
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Did Your Bank Change?

If you have changed banks and not notified FSA, your payment could be delayed. Payments are now electroni-
cally transferred into your bank account. If we are not aware of changes to your account and have incorrect routing
numbers, there could be problems. For FSA to make timely payments, you need to notify the office if you close your
account or if another financial institution purchases your bank. It is important that any changes in producer’s account
such as type of account, bank mergers, routing number or account numbers, be provided to the county office promptly

Selected Interest Rates for May 2011 Dates to Remember

June 1 Deadline - Farm Record Changes
June 1 ACRE Signup Ends

June 1 2011 DCP Enroliment Ends
June 30 Crop reporting deadline for 2011
Continues Continuous Conservation Reserve

Program

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%

Farm Operating - Direct 2.625%

Farm Ownership - Direct 5.000%

Conservation Loan 5.000%

Farm Ownership - Direct Down Pay- 1.500%
ment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher

Emergency 3.750%

Farm Storage Facility Call for

rates

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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