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Lincoln/Blaine FSA News

Enrollment for the 2010 Direct and
Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) will con-
tinue until June 1, 2010 with no late signhup
provision to allow you to enroll after that
date. What that means is if you don’t have
all signatures representing 100% of the DCP
payment shares the contract payment will be
lost with no options for appeal as this is a
statutory deadline.

As of May 1, Lincoln County had 39%
of its contracts signed up for the 2010 sea-
son and Blaine County had 40% completed.
That leaves just 30 days to complete more
than 200 contracts. We can fax or mail your
contract(s) if you cannot make it into the of-
fice, but you must sign and return them by
June 1st. All contracts being mailed back to
the FSA office are required to be post-
marked by June 1% or they will be ineligible
regardless of the date of signature.

It is the responsibility of the Farm Oper-
ator to get all the required signatures back to
the Office by 4:30 PM on June 1%, Faxes
will be received until 4:30 PM as well on
June 1%,

To avoid the lines and long waits the
last week of DCP signup, come in today and
sign this year’s contract!! If you have any
questions, please call your FSA office to-
day!

ACRE Program Deadline!!!

The Average Crop Revenue Election
(ACRE) is a revenue based program that
looks at farm and state guarantee price and
yield triggers. If both triggers are below the
guarantee threshold additional payments are
made for the actual acres of commaodities
raised on the farm up to the total amount of
base acres on the farm.

Typical eligible commaodities in Lincoln and
Blaine Counties are grain crops. Each crop
has its own guaranteed price. The deadline
for ACRE is the same June 1% deadline as
the DCP program. For more information
contact your local FSA office.

Average Gross Income —
Deadline!!!

June 15™ 2010 is the deadline for submit-
ting the simple form CCC-927 (Individuals) or
CCC-928 (Entities and Trusts) to the IRS that
gives permission for FSA to audit the gross in-
come statement completed by all Owners &
Operators who received any FSA payment in
2009.

If you haven’t submitted these for all enti-
ties and individuals any payments received
from FSA, NRCS or other USDA agencies will
be required to be refunded. You can get
these forms at your FSA Office or Online at
the web address at the bottom of Page 2 of this
newsletter.

Crop Reporting Deadline!!!!

The acreage reporting deadline for 2010 is
June 30", Crops that are not reported to the
FSA office by 4:30 PM on June 30" will be
subject to late-filed provisions that include in-
spection fees for each farm.

Filing an accurate acreage report for all
crops and land uses, including failed acreage
and prevented planting acreage, can prevent
the loss of benefits for a variety of programs.

Only crops planted after June 30" have
15days where they can still be reported to FSA
without late filed provisions & fees being as-
sessed.

Failed acreage must be reported within 15
days of the disaster event and before disposi-
tion of the crop. Prevented planting must be
reported no later than 15 days after the final
planting date.

2010 FSA County Committee
Elections

The election of agricultural producers to
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county commit-
tees is important to ALL farmers and ranchers.
It is crucial that every eligible producer partic-
ipate in these elections because FSA county
committees are a link between the agricultural
community and the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture.



County Committee (COC) members are a
critical component of FSA operations. The in-
tent is to have the COC reflect the makeup of
the producers and to represent all constituents.
This means wherever possible, minorities,
women or lower income producers need to be
on the committee to speak for these underrepre-
sented groups.

FSA county committees operate within offi-
cial regulations designed to carry out federal
laws. Committee members apply their judg-
ment and knowledge to make local decisions.

Election Period

June 15, 2010 — The nomination period begins.
Nominations for the 2010 election will be ac-
cepted in LAA-1, serving the Richfield Area
of Lincoln County. (See Pg 3 for nomination
form)

Aug. 2, 2010 - Last day to file nomination
forms (FSA-669A) at the local USDA Service
Center

Nov. 5, 2010 - Ballots mailed to eligible voters

Dec. 6, 2010 - Last day to return voted ballots
to the USDA Service Center

Jan. 1, 2010 - Newly elected county committee
members take office

Who Can Hold Office

To hold office as a county committee mem-
ber, a person must meet the basic eligibility cri-
teria.

e Participate or cooperate in a program
administered by FSA

¢ Be eligible to vote in a county committee
election

o Reside in the LAA in which the person is
a candidate

Not have been:

¢ Removed or disqualified from the office
of county committee member, alternate
or employee

¢ Removed for cause from any public of-
fice or have been convicted of fraud, lar-
ceny, embezzlement or any other felony

¢ Dishonorably discharged from any
branch of the armed services.

Nominations

To become a nominee, eligible individuals
must sign nomination form FSA-669A. The
form includes a statement that the nominee

agrees to serve if elected.

Nomination forms for the 2010 election
must be postmarked or received in the local
USDA Service Center by close of business
on Aug. 2, 2010.

Agricultural producers who participate or
cooperate in a FSA program in LAA-1 (Rich-
field) may be nominated for the county
committee in 2010. Individuals may nomi-
nate themselves or others as a candidate. Ad-
ditionally, organizations representing
minority and women farmers or ranchers may
nominate candidates. Nomination forms are
filed for the county committee of the office
that administers a producer’s farm records.

Who Can Vote

Agricultural producers of legal voting age
in LAA 1 may be eligible to vote if they par-
ticipate or cooperate in any FSA program. A
person who is not of legal voting age but su-
pervises and conducts the farming operations
of an entire farm may also be eligible to vote.
Please contact the County Office for more in-
formation.

Sodbuster Regulations

The term “sod busting” is used to identify
the plowing up of erosion-prone grasslands for
use as cropland. Sodbuster violations are un-
authorized tillage practices on highly erodible
lands that converted native vegetation such as
rangeland or woodland, to crop production af-
ter Dec. 23, 1985.

Farmers and ranchers should be aware that
if they use highly erodible land for crop pro-
duction without proper conservation measures,
they risk losing eligibility to participate in
Farm Service Agency programs. Before pro-
ducers clear, plow or otherwise prepare areas
not presently under crop production for plant-
ing, they are required to file an AD-1026, in-
dicating the area to be brought into
production.

If Natural Resources Conservation Service
indicates on a CPA-026 that the area will be
highly erodible land, the producer will be re-
quired to develop and implement a conserva-
tion plan on the affected acreage, before
bringing land into production.

In addition, producers and the producer’s
affiliates have to file an AD-1026 in the ad-
ministrative or control county office before
any farm program payments can be made. The
AD-1026 is the producer’s signed certification
that HELC, as well as wetland conservation,
provisions will not be violated.
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Farm Loan Programs

_umh _mmmh U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
(03-24-10) Farm Service Agency
NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION

1. NAME OF NOMINEE (Type or Frint Nominee's Full Name) TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNTY FSA OFFICE
4. IMITIALS OF EMPLOYEE RECEIVING FORM AND DATE RECEIVED

2. ADDRESS OF NOMINEE 5. county

6. LAA 7. STATE
3. NOMINEE'S CERTIFICATION: 8. NOMINATOR'S CERTIFICATION:

Ihereby agree to have my name placed on the ballot, that Iwill serve if
elected, and if there is a conflict of interest, Dwill resign suchposition.

The Farm Service Agency is committed to
providing family farmers with loans to meet
their farm credit needs. If you are having

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guaran-
tee if you’ve had a setback and your lender is

Farm ownership loans or farm operating

To find out more about FSA loan programs,
call (208)324-4325.

loans may be obtained as direct loans for a
maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans
can reach a maximum indebtedness of

ply early so that a loan can be processed and

farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, direct
and guaranteed loans are currently available.
reluctant to extend or renew your loan.
$1,112,000. Producers are encouraged to ap-
funded in a timely manner.

trouble getting the credit you need for your

witness the settling of tied votes with another nominee. election for the county.
D 1 DG NOT want 1o witness the setding of ted votes with another nominee.
3A. SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE 3B. DATE 8A. SIGNATURE OF NOMINATOR 8B. DATE
D Check here if nominee is a write-in candidate. (If the individual is self nominating, no signature is required).

9. TO BE COMPLETED BY NOMINEE

VOLUNTARY INFORMATION FOR MONITORING PURPOSES: The following information is requested by the Federal Government in order
to monitor FSA's compliance with federal laws prohibiting discrimination against program participants on the basis of race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, marital status, handicapped condition, or age. You are not required to furnish this information, but are encouraged to do
s0. This information will not be used in evaluating your nomination or to discriminate against you in any way.

ETHNICITY RACE (Choose as many boxes as applicable GENDER
_H_ Hispenic or Latino D American Indian or Alaska Native D Black or African-American D Male
[ wet Hispanic or Latino ] asian [] native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander  |[ ] Female

T white

Measurement Service
Farmers who would like a guarantee on
their crop plantings and land use acreages can

Incorrect acreage self-certification can re-
sult in reduced program payments, penalty, or

loss of eligibility.
Producers can request ortho-imagery and

make it official by using the FSA measurement
service. Producers must file a request with the
county office staff and pay the cost of a field
digital imagery and where an on-site visit is not
CLU covering their land at no charge. This

farm. Measurement service is available using
required are charged at a reduced rate.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM

Complete the form as follows:

ITEM1  Type or Print the nominee's full name. The nominee must be:

A Eligible to vote in the designated County FSA Committee election.

B. Eligible to hold the office of County FSA Committee member.

C. Willing to serve if elected.
ITEM2  Enter the nominee's current address.
ITEM3 The nominee must check one of the boxes to indicate a preference regarding the settling of tied votes.
ITEMS 3A &3B  The nominee must sign and date.
ITEMS BA & 8B  The nominator must sign and date. (/f the individual is self nominating, no signature is required.)
ITEM9  Completing this item is voluntary.

ALL FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE COUNTY OFFICE OR POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 2, 2010.

visit to have stake and referencing done on the
would provide the acreage of an entire field.

NOTE: The following statemert is made in lamce with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 5523 - as amended). The authordy for requesting the information idertified on this
form is the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Pub, L 110-246). The information will be used fo oblain nominees for election to the Counfy FSA Committee.
The information collected on this form may be disclosed to ofher Federal, State, Local g ez, Tribal ies, and entities thaf have
been authorized access fo the i ion by stetufe or regulation and'or as d ibed in i Routine Uses identilied in the .m....w?S of Records Notice for County
Personne! Records, USDA/FSA-6. Froviding the requested information is volunfary. However, failure fo furmish {he requested information will result in a determination of
ineligibiity far nomination far election to the County FSA Committee.

A g fo the f ion Act of 7985, an agency may nof conduct or sponsor, and @ person is nof required fo respond fo, a coflection of information umess
it q_w_g__w_wm @ valid OMB confral number. The valid OME confrel number for this information non@%oa is eumo.ouhm The time required fo complete this infarmation
collection is estimafed fo average 10 35..«@« per response, including the time for review) g existing data sources, gethenng and meirtaining the
data needed, and ing and rewvi g the collection of information. The provisions n_-.mon_dbammw q;ﬂ__:m.‘m:anéamaca privacy, and ofher stafules may be
applicable to the information provided. mm.wt__.&: THIS COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR COUNTY FSA OFFICE.

dccp&topic=landing

home&subject

ACRE Calculator: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area
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Farm Reconstitutions

At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group all tracts having the same owner and the same operator under one farm
serial number. When changes in ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. If an owner
or operator cannot agree about program participation, like in the case of the new ACRE program, then producers
should inquire about a reconstitution at the local FSA office.

The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farm-
ing operation. Remember, to be effective for the current year, recons must be requested by August 2, 2010 for farms
enrolled in specific programs.

Selected Interest Rates for
May 2010 Dates to Remember

Farm Operating - Direct 2.875% 1 June|DCP Sign-up Closes
Farm Ownership - Direct 5% 1 June|ACRE Sign-up Closes
Farm Ownership - Direct Down Payment, Be- 15% 1 June|Recons Should be filed
ginning Farmer or Rancher ' 15 June|AGI Form Deadline
Farm Storage Facility 3.25% 30 June|Crop Reporting Deadline
Sugar Storage Facility 4.375%

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orienta-
tion, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’'s income is derived from any public assis-
tance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600
(voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”



