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County Committee: 
Dan Mori 
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Katie VanElderen PT 
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Ext. 106 
 
ONLINE NEWSLETTERS: 
 
Don’t forget to provide the 
Owyhee County FSA Office 
with your email address so 
you won’t miss our monthly 
newsletters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
Average Gross Income –  
Deadline!!! 

 

June 15th, 2010 is the deadline for submit-
ting form CCC-927 (individuals ) or CCC-928 
(Entity including Trusts) to the IRS that gives 
permission for FSA to audit the gross income 
statement completed by all Owners & Opera-
tors who receive any FSA payments in 2009 & 
2010.   
 

       If you haven’t submitted these for all enti-
ties and individuals any payments received 
from FSA, NRCS or other USDA agencies will 
be required to be refunded. You can get 
these forms at your FSA Office or by clicking 
on the forms link at the top of the following 
web address 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=ho
me&subject=landing&topic=landing 
 

Crop Reporting Deadline!!!! 
 

The acreage reporting deadline for 2010 is 
June 30th.  Crops that are not reported to the 
FSA office by 4:30 PM on June 30th will be 
subject to late-filed provisions that include in-
spection fees for each farm.  

 

Filing an accurate acreage report for all 
crops and land uses, including failed acreage 
and prevented planting acreage, can prevent 
the loss of benefits for a variety of programs. 

 

Only crops planted after June 30th have 15days 
where they can still be reported to FSA without
late filed provisions & fees being assessed. 
 

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 
days of the disaster event and before disposi-
tion of the crop. Prevented planting must be 
reported no later than 15 days after the final 
planting date. 

 
Tree Assistance Program 
(TAP) 

TAP provides financial assistance to 
qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers 
to replant or rehabilitate trees, bushes or vines 
that were lost by natural disasters occurring on 
or after Jan. 1, 2008 and before Oct. 1, 2011.  
Sign-up has begun for losses from Jan.1, 2008 
through May 7, 2010 and will close on July 6, 
2010.  

Critical DCP Deadline!!!!!! 
 

Enrollment for the 2010 Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) will con-
tinue until June 1, 2010 with no late signup 
provision to allow you to enroll after that 
date. What that means is if you don’t have 
all signatures representing 100% of the DCP 
payment shares the contract payment will be 
lost with no options for appeal as this is a 
statutory deadline. 

 As of May 5, Owyhee County had 32% 
of its contracts signed up for the 2010 sea-
son. That leaves less than 30 days to com-
plete more than 240 contracts. With limited 
staff resources we will only be mailing or 
faxing contracts that have special circums-
tances and due to the short time frame, mail-
ings may not be timely enough to sign and 
return them to the office by June 1st. All re-
turned contracts being mailed back to the 
FSA office are required to be postmarked by 
June 1st or will be ineligible regardless of the 
date of signature.  

It is the responsibility of the Farm Oper-
ator to get all the required signatures back to 
the Office by 4:30 PM on June 1st.  Faxes 
will be received until 4:30 PM as well on 
June 1st.  

To avoid the lines and long waits the 
last week of DCP signup, come in today and 
sign this year’s contract!! For more informa-
tion on DCP rules contact Gwen Miller DCP 
program lead technician for more informa-
tion.  

 

ACRE Program Deadline!!! 
 

        The Average Crop Revenue Election 
(ACRE)  is a revenue based program that 
looks at farm and state guarantee price and 
yield triggers. If both triggers are below the 
guarantee threshold additional payments are 
made for the actual acres of commodities 
raised on the farm up to the total amount of 
base acres on the farm. 

 The ACRE program has the same 
June 1st deadline as the DCP program. For 
more information contact the office. 
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     2010 FSA County Committee  
Elections 

The election of agricultural producers to Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) county committees is impor-
tant to ALL farmers and ranchers. It is crucial that 
every eligible producer participate in these elections 
because FSA county committees are a link between 
the agricultural community and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture.   

County Committee (COC) members are a critical 
component of FSA operations.  The intent is to have 
the COC reflect the makeup of the producers and to 
represent all constituents.  This means wherever poss-
ible, minorities, women or lower income producers 
need to be on the committee to speak for these under-
represented groups. 

FSA county committees operate within official 
regulations designed to carry out federal laws. County 
committee members apply their judgment and know-
ledge to make local decisions.  

Election Period 

June 15, 2010 – The nomination period begins. The 
nomination form can be found on Page 3. In Owyhee 
County nominations will be accepted from producers 
in LAA 3 which is the Grandview – Bruneau election 
area. 

Aug. 2, 2010 - Last day to file nomination forms 
(FSA-669A) at the local USDA Service Center 

Nov. 5, 2010 - Ballots mailed to eligible voters in 
LAA 3 which is the Grandview - Bruneau election 
area. 

Dec. 6, 2010 - Last day to return voted ballots to the 
USDA Service Center 

Jan. 1, 2011 - Newly elected county committee mem-
bers take office 

Who Can Hold Office 

To hold office as a county committee member, a 
person must meet the basic eligibility criteria. 

 Participate or cooperate in a program adminis-
tered by FSA 

 Be eligible to vote in a county committee elec-
tion 

 Reside in the LAA in which the person is a 
candidate 

Not have been: 

 Removed or disqualified from the office of 
county committee member, alternate or em-
ployee 

 

 

 Removed for cause from any public office or have 
been convicted of fraud, larceny, embezzlement or any 
other felony 

 Dishonorably discharged from any branch of the 
armed services. 

Nominations 

To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign 
nomination form FSA-669A. The form includes a statement 
that the nominee agrees to serve if elected.  

Nomination forms for the 2010 election must be post-
marked or received in the local USDA Service Center by 
close of business on Aug. 2, 2010.   

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in an 
FSA program may be nominated for the county committee. 
Individuals may nominate themselves or others as a candi-
date. Additionally, organizations representing minority and 
women farmers or ranchers may nominate candidates. Nom-
ination forms are filed for the county committee of the office 
that administers a producer’s farm records. 
 

Who Can Vote 
Agricultural producers of legal voting age may be eligi-

ble to vote if they participate or cooperate in any FSA pro-
gram. A person who is not of legal voting age but supervises 
and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm may 
also be eligible to vote. Please contact the County Office for 
more information. 
 

Newsletters Are Now Being Posted on 
the Web 
 Due to budget cuts Idaho FSA offices have been li-
mited in the number of mailed newsletters for the remainder 
of the 2010 FY.  We will only be mailing one additional 
newsletter between now and Sept. 30, 2010.   If you would 
like a copy of the monthly newsletter emailed directly to 
you, just provide the Owyhee County FSA with your email 
address and we’ll add you to the newsletter emailing list.   If 
you would rather go online and get it yourself just use the 
following URL to view the Owyhee County newsletter 
which will be posted monthly under the newsletter tab in the 
left sidebar. 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/stateoffapp?mystate=id&area
=home&subject=landing&topic=landing 
 
Measurement Service 

Farmers who would like a guarantee on their crop plant-
ings and land use acreages can make it official by using the 
FSA measurement service. Producers must file a request 
with the county office staff and pay the cost of a field visit to 
have stake and referencing done on the farm.  Measurement 
service is available using digital imagery and where an on-
site visit is not required are charged at a reduced rate. 

Incorrect acreage self-certification can result in reduced 
program payments, penalty, or loss of eligibility. 



 3

 

 
Producers can request ortho-imagery and CLU cov-

ering their land (commonly referred to as a clip) at no 
charge.   This would provide the acreage of an entire 
field. 

 
Northwestern Owyhee Conservation 
District (Marsing – Homedale area) 
Northwestern Owyhee Conservation District is spon-
soring the NOCWMA –weed management area again 
for 2010. We started by spraying for puncture vine with 
a pre-emergent.  Watch for notices in the Owyhee Ava-
lanche for the next spray day which will target white 
top, or call the district office (896-4544 ext 102).  
NOCWMA meetings are the 1st Wednesday of the 
month. Thanks to all the participants in 2009 we did a 
great job knocking back those dreadful goat heads. 
 
 

Eastern Owyhee Conservation District 
(Bruneau – Grandview area) 
Eastern Owyhee Cooperative Weed Management Area 
(EOCWMA):  Thanks to the support of the BRSCD (Bru-
neau River Soil Conservation District), the EOCWMA was 
formed and runs a program to control noxious weeds on 
private property within its boundaries that include about 
two thirds of the BRSCD.  This program furnishes produc-
ers with chemicals to control noxious weeds on the Idaho 
Noxious Weed List.  The producer is responsible for apply-
ing the chemical properly, reporting his time and equip-
ment used, and the GPS coordinates of the area being 
sprayed.    It is now time to be spraying puncture vine, pre-
emerge and White top at the pre-bloom and early bloom 
stage.  For more information about this program please call 
Duane La Fayette at 250-6007, or the BRSCD office at 
845-2299. 

ACRE Calculator: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=dccp&topic=landing 
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orienta-
tion, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assis-
tance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 
(voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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Selected Interest Rates for 
May  2010 

Farm Operating - Direct 2.875%
Farm Ownership - Direct 5%
Farm Ownership - Direct Down Payment, Be-
ginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.5%

Farm Storage Facility 3.25%
Sugar Storage Facility 4.375%

 Dates to Remember 

1 June DCP Sign-up Closes 
1 June ACRE Sign-up Closes 
1 June Recons Should be filed 

15 June AGI Form Deadline 
30 June Crop Reporting Deadline 

30 June 2009 NAP Production Evidence Deadline 

6 July Tree Assistance Program Deadline 

 

Farm Reconstitutions 
At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group all tracts having the same owner and the same operator under one farm 

serial number.  When changes in ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary.  If an owner 
or operator cannot agree about program participation, like in the case of the new ACRE program, then producers 
should inquire about a reconstitutions at  the local FSA office. 

The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farm-
ing operation.  Remember, to be effective for the current year, recons must be requested by August 2, 2010 for farms 
enrolled in specific programs.   


