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Owyhee County FSA 
USDA Service Center 
250 N Bruneau Hwy 
Marsing ID 83639 
 
Phone: 
(208) 896-4384 ext 2 
Fax: 
(208)896-4016 
 
Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 am – 4:30 pm 
 
County Committee: 
Dan Mori 
Gerald Ineck 
Martin Jaca 
Kathy Demshar 
 
Staff: 
Anita Johnston, CED  
Gwen Miller, PT 
Katie VanElderen PT 
 
Loan Manager: 
John Lejardi 
(208) 454-8695  
Ext. 106 
 
ECP FUNDING 
Owyhee County  
Sign-Up Sept. 8 –Nov. 6, 
2009 (more info page 2 of 
newsletter) 
 
Attention: Barley Producers 
The Loan Deficiency Program 
(LDP’s) is back!  The barley 
rate is now in affect and you 
could be eligible for a pay-
ment.  Remember to make 
your request before you lose 
beneficial interest in your crop. 
This can be done by filing a 
CCC-633 with the County 
FSA Office prior to sale or 
feeding of your crop.  
 

    

Biomass Crop Assistance 
Program 
 

The new Biomass Crop Assistance Program 
(BCAP) is of interest to biomass conversion 
facilities and those who own, chip and trans-
port biomass material to these facilities.  
 

Chippers and producers with conversion fa-
cilities contracts to prepare and deliver mate-
rials can apply for matching payments under 
the collection, harvest, storage and transpor-
tation (CHST) component of BCAP. Once an 
agreement is signed between FSA and a bio-
mass conversion facility and funding is pro-
vided, the facilities can begin accepting 

Farm Storage Facility Loan  
Program Changes 
 

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) pro-
gram allows producers of eligible commodi-
ties to obtain low-interest financing to build or 
upgrade farm storage and handling facilities.  
 
The new maximum principal amount of a loan 
through FSFL is $500,000. Participants are 
now required to provide a down payment of 15 
percent, with CCC providing a loan for the 
remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the eli-
gible storage facility. New loan terms of 7, 10 
or 12 years are available depending on the 

Idaho has received its first 
application for a qualified 
Biomass conversion facil-

ity. The company is located 
in North Idaho and  

processes wood fibers 
 into pellets. 

materials under this  
program. 
 

The matching CHST pay-
ments are paid at a rate of 
$1 for $1 per dry-ton 
equivalent received by a 
qualified biomass conver-

sion facility, not to exceed $45 per dry-ton 
equivalent. A biomass owner is eligible to re-
ceive payments for two years. The purpose of 
the matching payments is to assist biomass 
handlers with the CHST cost of delivering 
biomass to a qualified biomass conversion 
facility.  Once a facility becomes qualified, 
eligible material owners or producers who 
deliver biomass to that facility may be eligi-
ble to receive CHST payments.  
 

Eligible material owners or producers, who 
market eligible material to a qualified bio-
mass conversion facility, may apply for the 
matching CHST payment at their FSA county 
office. An application must be submitted and 
approved before the eligible material is sold 
or delivered to a qualified biomass conver-
sion facility. After the product is delivered, a 
material handler must provide FSA with 
documentation of product quantity, quality 
and payment rate. County offices will vali-
date payment requests with information in the 
county office and information provided under 
the terms of MOUs with the qualified bio-
mass conversion facilities. Environmental 
analysis must also be completed.  

amount of the loan. Interest 
rates for each term rate may 
be different and are based on 
the rate which CCC borrows 
from the Treasury Depart-
ment. 
 

Early partial disbursement 
will be available after a por-
tion of the construction has 

been completed. The final fund disbursement 
will be made when all construction is com-
pleted. The maximum amount of the partial 
disbursement will be 50 percent of the pro-
jected and approved total loan amount. 
 
Applications for FSFL must be submitted to 
the FSA county office that maintains the 
farm's records. An FSFL must be approved be-
fore any site preparation or construction can 
begin. The following commodities are eligible 
for farm storage facility loans: 

- Corn, grain sorghum, soybeans, oats, 
wheat, barley or minor oilseeds harvested as 
whole grain 
- Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley 
harvested as other-than-whole grain 
- Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas and 
dry peas 
- Hay 
- Renewable biomass 
- Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables 
- cold storage facilities 

For more information about FSFL please visit 
your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.



 2 

 
 

     Emergency Conservation Program 
Sign-Up Sept. 8th thru Nov. 6th 

 

Emergency Conservation Cost Share funds have 
been made available to Owyhee County for 
damage caused by the June 6th and June 13th 
flash flooding. This money is available to farms 
and ranches that had severe damage and: 
 
 will be so costly to rehabilitate that Fed-

eral assistance is or will be needed to re-
turn the land to productive agricultural 
use 

 is unusual and is not the type that would 
recur frequently in the same area 

 affect the productive capacity of the 
farmland 

 will impair or endanger the land 
 

A producer qualifying for ECP assistance may 
receive cost-share payments for the following 
types of measures: 
 
 removing debris from farmland 
 grading, shaping, or releveling severely 

damaged farmland 
 restoring permanent fences 
 restoring conservation structures and 

other similar installations 
 
Producers who have suffered a loss due to the 
flash flooding may contact the Owyhee FSA 
County Office and apply for assistance from  
Sept 8th through Nov. 6th.  A cost estimate is 
needed to complete the sign-up. 
 
To be eligible for assistance, practices must not 
be started until all of the following are met: 
 
 an application for cost-share assistance 

has been filed (Some exceptions apply to 
this rule) 

 the local FSA County Committee (COC) 
or its representative has conducted an on-
site inspection of the damaged area 

 the Agency responsible for technical as-
sistance, such as the Natural Resource 

 Conservation Service (NRCS) has made 
 a needs determination, which may in-
 clude cubic yards of earthmoving, etc., 
 required for rehabilitation. 

Livestock Indemnity Program 
            Sept. 13, Deadline 
 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) allows eli-
gible ranchers and livestock producers to apply for 
benefits under the provisions of the Livestock In-
demnity Program in the 2008 Farm Bill immedi-
ately.  
 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides 
assistance to producers for livestock deaths that re-
sult from disaster. LIP compensates livestock own-
ers and contract growers for livestock death losses in 
excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather, 
including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, 
disease, wildfires, extreme heat and extreme cold. 
Eligible losses must have occurred on or after Jan. 1, 
2008, and before Oct. 1, 2011.  
  
The following table provides the final dates to file a 
notice of loss and/or application for payment for ei-
ther 2008 or 2009 livestock losses.  
 

Date of Live-
stock Death 

Final Date to 
File a Notice 

of Loss 

Final Date to 
Submit an Appli-

cation for Pay-
ment 

Calendar Year 
2008 

Sept. 13, 2009 Sept. 13, 2009 

Jan. 1, 2009 to 
July 12, 2009 

Sept. 13, 2009 Jan. 30, 2010 

July 13, 2009 to 
Dec. 31, 2009 

30 days after 
death is appar-
ent 

Jan. 30, 2010 

 
NAP Coverage - Deadlines & Details 
 

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) was designed to reduce financial losses that 
occur when natural disasters cause a catastrophic loss 
of production or prevented planting of an eligible 
crop by providing coverage equivalent to catastrophic 
(CAT) insurance. Statute limits NAP to each com-
mercial crop or agricultural commodity, except live-
stock, for which CAT is not available.  
  

See page 4 for 2010 NAP coverage application 
deadlines for various crops in Idaho.  
 

Producers who already have coverage on 2009 NAP 
crops may choose to continue coverage on the same 
crop or crops for 2010, if the applicable service fee is 
submitted by the application closing date. A new 
CCC-471, application for coverage is not required to 
be signed when applying for continuous coverage of 
the same crop or crops. 
Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or delete 
a crop(s) from previous year’s coverage or changing 
crop shares must file a new CCC-471 with signatures 
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and pay the applicable service fee. 
Producers with NAP coverage must remember to 
complete the following to qualify for benefits: 
 

 Timely file acreage reports and keep track of 
harvested production using acceptable methods. For 
example, bale weights or other means of determining 
quantities of hay are required. 
 

 File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of when a 
loss is apparent, due to drought, hail, etc.   
 
For more information on NAP coverage please con-
tact your nearest Farm Service Agency office. 
 

DCP Succession in Interest 
 

If you have made changes that affect your interest in 
base acres since you signed your last Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program contract, you must report 
these successions-in-interest to the county committee 
by Sept. 30, so a final determination can be made on 
who is eligible for the program on the farm. 
Changes that qualify as a succession-in-interest in-
clude: 
 A sale of land  
 A change of operator or producer, including a an 
increase or decrease in the number of partners  
 A foreclosure, bankruptcy or involuntary loss of 
the farm.  
 A change in producer shares to reflect changes in 
the producer's share of the crop(s) that were origi-
nally approved on the contract. 
 

If a succession-in-interest has taken place, you, as the 
“predecessor,” are required to refund any advance 
DCP payments you received for the affected base 
acres before a payment can be made to the “succes-
sor.” Not reporting a succession-in-interest can result 
in contract termination and a loss of program benefits 
for all producers involved.  
 

Rural Youth Loans 
 

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to eligible ru-
ral youths to establish and operate income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other 
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and op-
erated with the help of the organization advisor, pro-
duce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide 
the youth with practical business and educational ex-
perience. The maximum loan amount is $5,000. 
Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 
 Be a citizen of the United States (which in-
cludes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien  

 Be 10 years to 20 years of age
 Comply with FSA’s general eligibility re-
quirements  
 Reside in a rural area, city or town with a 
population of 50,000 or fewer people 
 Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
 Conduct a modest income-producing project in 
a supervised program of work as outlined above  
 Demonstrate capability of planning, managing 
and operating the project under guidance and assis-
tance from a project advisor. The project supervisor 
must recommend the project and the loan, along with 
providing adequate supervision.  
 
Stop by the county office for help preparing and 
processing the application forms.  The FSA staff can 
help you with questions you may have about a par-
ticular program. 
 

Loans for the Socially  
Disadvantaged 
 

FSA has a number of loan programs available to as-
sist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production.  Loans are available for operating type 
loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for 
these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority 
funding for members of Socially Disadvantaged 
Groups.   

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group 
whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic 
or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as 
members of the group without regard to his or her 
individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged 
groups are women, African Americans, American 
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Ameri-
cans, and Pacific Islanders. 

If producers or their spouses believe they would 
qualify as socially disadvantaged, they should con-
tact their local FSA office for details.  FSA loans are 
only available to applicants who meet all the eligibil-
ity requirements and are unable to obtain the needed 
credit elsewhere. 
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  OCD Youth Poster and Speech Contest 
 

The Owyhee Conservation District (OCD) is hold-
ing its annual poster (4th-6th grades) and speech 
(high school) contest this September.  This pro-
gram is a yearly event sponsored by the IASCD; 
all 51 conservation districts in the state are en-
couraged to participate.  Details of the contests 
have been distributed to our local schools: 
Marsing, Homedale and Jordan Valley. Posters are 
due Oct. 2, 2009 in the USDA Service Center in 
Marsing, Speech Contestants October 8th.  This 
will be a special year for the OCD, we are hosting 
the IASCD Division meeting in Homedale this 
October. Now is our chance to stand out; we are 
hoping to go all the way to National this year with 
our talented youth displaying there art and skills. 
Each contest offers cash prizes for winners and 
runner ups; the OCD presents $25 for 1st place.  
The contest information is accessible on website: 
www.iascd.state.id.us  click Camps/Contest go to 
Poster Contest or Speech Contest or call OCD of-
fice 896-4544 ext 102. 

 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, ge-
netic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance pro-
grams. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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Dates to Remember 
09/08/2009 Flood ECP Sign-up Begins 
09/13/2009 LIP Loss Sign-up Deadline 

09/30/2009 
NAP sales closing date for fall 
seed crops 

10/02/2009 Posters for OCD Contest Due 
10/08/2009 OCD Speech Contest Deadline 
10/12/2009 Office Closed Columbus Day 

12/01/2009 
NAP sales closing date for honey 
and all 2010 perennials, including 
alfalfa and grass 

Selected Interest Rates for 
September  2009 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 3%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.875%
Farm Ownership Loans — Down Payment 1.50%
Emergency Loans 4.75%
 


