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47,000 ACRES AVAILABLE
FOR SAFE

Farm Service Agency (FSA) will
conduct sign-up for State Acres For
Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE), on a
continuous sign-up (ongoing) basis.

As of October 1, 2011 Idaho still had
47,000 plus acres available to be offered
into the SAFE program.

FSA accepts offers by producers on a first
come first serve basis, provided the land
meets certain eligibility requirements.

To be eligible for SAFE, the land must
be in a SAFE project area for Sharp Tail
grouse, within 1.2 miles of a LEK
(breeding ground) for regular SAFE or
within 4 miles for winter habitat practices.

Producers within a SAFE area can
submit offers to voluntarily enroll acres in
CRP contracts for a minimum of 10 years.
In exchange, producers receive annual
CRP rental payments, incentives and cost-
share assistance to establish habitat-
enhancing natural covers on eligible land.

Through SAFE, producers create habitat
that is beneficial to the target high-priority
wildlife species. This may involve
planting trees, grasses, forbs or other
species that help restore or improve
wildlife habitat.

SAFE builds on CRP’s success of
protecting and conserving the nation’s
natural resources such as habitat for
wildlife species that are threatened,
endangered or possess unique values.
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CRP Mid-Management
Practices

This is just a reminder to those Producers
who have a CRP contract that expires in 2017
that you MUST complete a practice by
September 30, 2014.

Mid Management Practices ensure plant
diversity, wildlife benefits, and protection of
soil and water resources. Practices CANNOT
be performed during Primary Nesting season
(April 1 — August 1). Also, Mid Management
Practices CANNOT be performed the last 3
years of the contract.

Before any Mid Management Practices can
be performed, the contract holder MUST
contact their county office first.

For more information on Mid-Contract
Management please contact your county FSA
Office.

2011 CRP and DCP Final
Payments

CRP and DCP payments for 2011
participants will be issued after Oct. 10, 2011.
These payments will be deposited directly into
participating producers’ personal bank
accounts.

If there are any unearned payments,
Commaodity Credit Corporation will
automatically subtract those amounts from the
October payments.




NOTICE
TO HISPANIC
AND/OR
WOMEN

FARMERS OR
RANCHERS

COMPENSATION
FOR CLAIMS OF
DISCRIMINATION

Ifyou believe that
the United States
Department of
Agriculture (USDA)
improperly denied
farm loan benefits to
you between 1981
and 2000 because
you are Hispanic,
or because you are
female, you may be
eligible to apply for
compensation.

To register your name
to receive a claims
packet, call the
Farmer and Rancher
Call Center at 1-888-
S08-4429 or visit:
wwew farmerclaims.gov

The claims package
will have detailed
information about
the eligibility and
claims process.
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County Committee Elections

Watch your mailbox for the official
county office committee election ballot
starting early in November. Ballots will be
mailed to all eligible voters starting Nov. 4,
2011. If for some reason you don’t receive
a ballot, feel free to notify the county FSA
office.

Completed and signed ballots are due
back in the county office by the close of
business on Dec. 5, 2011.

Who Can Vote

Agricultural producers of legal voting
age (18 years) may be eligible to vote if
they participate or cooperate in any FSA
program. A person who is not of legal
voting age but supervises and conducts the
farming operations of an entire farm may
also be eligible to vote.

For more information about county
committee elections, contact the county
office staff.

Farm Storage Facility Loan
Program

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL)
program allows producers of eligible
commodities to obtain low-interest
financing to build or upgrade farm storage
and handling facilities.

The new maximum principal amount of
a loan through FSFL is $500,000.
Participants are now required to provide a
down payment of 15 percent, with CCC
providing a loan for the remaining 85
percent of the net cost of the eligible
storage facility and permanent drying and
handling equipment. New loan terms of 7,
10 or 12 years are available depending on
the amount of the loan. Interest rates for
each term rate may be different and are
based on the rate which CCC borrows from
the Treasury Department.

Payments are available in the form of a
partial disbursement and the remaining
final disbursement. The partial
disbursement will be available after a
portion of the construction has been
completed. The final fund disbursement
will be made when all construction is
completed. The maximum amount of the

partial disbursement will be 50 percent of the
approved total loan amount.

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to
the FSA county office that maintains the farm's
records. An FSFL must be approved before any
site preparation or construction can begin.

The following commodities are eligible for
farm storage facility loans:

e Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans,
oats, peanuts, wheat, barley or minor oilseeds
harvested as whole grain

e Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or
barley harvested as other-than-whole grain

e Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas
and dry peas

o Hay

e Renewable biomass

e Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables -
cold storage facilities

For more information about FSFL visit your
FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.

Acreage Spot Check
Determinations and
Notification

Each year the Farm Service Agency
completes spot checks of acreage reports.
Acreage reports are an integral part of farm
program participation. Acreage spot checks are
completed to ensure accurate acreage reports
are used in farm program computations.

FSA will conduct spot checks on a selected
number of farms in each state. All acreage
determinations will be completed using the
FSA Geographic Information System official
acreages.

After farms are spot checked, a Notice of
Determined Acreage will be sent to the farm
operator. Producer notifications will be issued
by FSA as spot checks are completed.
Questions concerning determined acres should
be directed to your local FSA office for further
explanation.

2011 Commodity Loan Rates

HRW $3.13
HRS $3.29
White $2.73
Durum $4.09

Interest Rate 1.125



Farm Safety

Flowing grain in a storage bin or
gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand, it
can Kill quickly. It takes less than five
seconds for a person caught in flowing
grain to be trapped.

The mechanical aspects of grain
handling equipment, also presents a real
danger. Augers, power take offs and other
moving parts can grab people or clothing.

These hazards, along with pinch points
and missing shields, are dangerous enough
for adults; not to mention children. Itis
always advisable to keep children a safe
distance from operating farm equipment.

Always use extra caution when backing
or maneuvering farm machinery. Ensure
everyone is visibly clear and accounted for
before machinery is engaged.

FSA wants all farmers to have a
productive crop year, and that begins with
putting safety first.

Hispanic and/or Women
Farmers

A process to resolve the claims of
Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers
who believe they were discriminated
against when seeking USDA farm loans
has been established.

If you believe that the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
improperly denied farm loan benefits to
you between 1981 and 2000 because you
are Hispanic, or because you are female,
you may be eligible to apply for
compensation.

For additional information contact:

eHispanic and Women Farmer

Claims Process:
www.farmerclaims.gov or call
1-888-508-4429.
ePigford — The Black Farmers
Discrimination Litigation:
www.blackfarmercase.com
or call 1-866-950-5547.

eKeepseagle - The Native American
Farmers Class Action Settlement:
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-888-
233-5506.

Beginning and Limited
Resource Farmers

FSA assists beginning farmers and or
members of socially disadvantaged groups to
finance agricultural enterprises with financing
through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA
defines a beginning farmer as a person who:
= Has operated a farm not more that 10 years
= Will materially and substantially

participate in the operation of the farm
= Agrees to participate in a loan assessment,
borrower training and financial
management program sponsored by FSA
= Does not own a farm in excess of 30
percent of the county’s median size.

Additional program information, loan
applications, and other materials are available
at your local USDA Service Center. You may
also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Rural Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to
rural youths to establish and operate income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H
clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups.
Projects must be planned and operated with the
help of the organization advisor, produce
sufficient income to repay the loan and provide
the youth with practical business and
educational experience. The maximum loan
amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e United States citizenship (which includes
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal
resident alien

10 years to 20 years of age
Comply with FSA’s general eligibility
requirements

e Reside in arural area, city or town with a
population of 50,000 or fewer people

e Inability to obtain a loan from other
sources

e Conduct a modest income-producing
project in a supervised program of work
as outlined above

e Demonstrate capability of planning,
managing and operating the project
under guidance and assistance from a
project advisor. The project supervisor
must recommend the project and the loan
and provide adequate supervision.

e Stop by the county office for help
preparing and processing the application
forms.
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LAA 2 will be voting this year.
Adam Permann is only nominee.

Selected Interest Rates for

October 2011

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%
Farm Operating - Direct 1.750%
Farm Ownership - Direct 4.250%
Fam_1 O_Wﬂershlp - Direct Down Payment, 1.500%
Beginning Farmer or Rancher

Emergency 3.750%

Dates to Remember

Sept 30

Succession in Interest Report due to
County Office

Oct. 10

Office Closed Columbus Day

Dec. 1

NAP Deadline for Perennial Crops

Dec. 5

County Office Committee Ballot Due

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual
orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call
toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136
(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




