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USDA 
Twin Falls County 
FSA 
 
 
1441 Fillmore St. Ste B 
Twin Falls, ID 83301 
 
Phone: (208) 733-5380 
Fax: (208) 734-5138 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
  
 
County Staff 
 
Lance Phillips – CED 
Candy Hansing – PT 
Susan Kime – PT 
Jenae Prescott – PT 
Angela Sandoval – PT 
Abbie Walker – Student 
Intern (SI) 
 
 

County Committee 
Carol Wells–Chair LAA 1 
Kent Lierman – LAA 2 
FT Freestone – LAA 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
Crop Reporting – 2009

It is time once again to complete your annual crop 
report for the 2009 season. The June 30th  
deadline for these reports is quickly approaching. 
When ALL crop fields have been planted take a 
few minutes to complete your yearly report at the 
FSA office. 

 

 All cropland on the farm must be reported to re-
ceive benefits from the Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program, Marketing Assistance Loans 
and Loan Deficiency Payments. If you have pre-
vented planting acreage, that acreage needs to be 
reported no later than 15 calendar days after the 
final planting date. 
 

County Committee Elections 
“FSA Counts on You” 

Nomination Form Page 3 

Since COC elections happen only once a year, 
here is an election refresher. For election pur-
poses, counties are divided into local administra-
tive areas, or LAAs. Each LAA selects one 
producer to serve a three-year term on the Farm 
Service Agency county committee. 

Each year, an election is held in an LAA to re-
place the committee member whose three-year 
term is expiring. In counties with three LAAs, 
one seat is up for election. The Twin Falls County 
County Committee seat up for election in 2009 is-
for LAA 1 in the Buhl / Castleford area. 

To be valid, the nomination form must be signed 
by the person being nominated, indicating agree-
ment to serve if elected.   The completed nomina-
tion form must be returned to the county office by 
the close of business on Aug. 3, or postmarked by 
midnight Aug. 3, 2009. 

Voting 

Agricultural producers of legal voting age can 
vote if they participate or cooperate in any FSA 
program. A person who is not of legal voting age 
but supervises and conducts the farming opera-
tions on an entire farm can also vote. 

Candidate Eligibility 
To hold office as a county committee mem-
ber, a person must meet the basic eligibility 
criteria: 
 Participate or cooperate in a program 

administered by FSA 
 Be eligible to vote in a county committee 

election 
 Reside in the LAA in which the person is 

a candidate 
 Not have been: 

 Removed or disqualified from the of-
fice of county committee member, 
alternate or employee 

 Removed for cause from any public  
office or have been convicted of 
fraud, larceny, embezzlement or any 
other felony 

 Dishonorably discharged from any 
branch of the armed services. 

 
For additional clarification about county 
committee elections, contact your local 
county office staff. 
 

Conservation Reserve  
Program 

   by Sherrie Brooks 
 

Expiring CRP Contract Options 
 

If your CRP contract is expiring this year all 
or a portion of your expiring general signup 
CRP contract may be eligible to be re-
enrolled into a new 10 to 15 year continuous 
contract provided the current contract is in 
full compliance and meets all eligibility cri-
teria for continuous CRP. Some of the prac-
tices available under the continuous CRP 
program are: Field Windbreaks, Grass wa-
terways, Shelterbelts, Filter strips and Ri-
parian buffers among others. FSA 
encourages CRP participants with General 
Signup contracts expiring Sept. 30, 2009 to 
visit their local FSA office to get more in-
formation on the program. 
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FSA offers 3 to 5 Year Limited Extensions  
 

On May 1, Secretary Vilsack announced that certain CRP par-
ticipants with CRP contracts that are scheduled to expire on 
September 30, 2009 may modify all or part of that contract to 
extend the expiration date for a period of 3 or 5 years at the 
same per acre payment rate. If you received a letter for the Sec-
retary of Agriculture with an offer to extend your CRP contract 
3 to 5 years the deadline to signup is June 30, 2009. Please 
make sure you come into the office and modify your conserva-
tion plan and sign the extension before it’s too late. 
 

DCP & ACRE Signup Deadline 
 
Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payment 
(DCP) Program has been extended until August 14, 2009. 
FSA will not accept any late-filed applications.  Signup in the 
ACRE option is also available through August 14, 2009. 
   

FSA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and 
payment yields established for each farm.  Eligible producers 
receive direct payments at rates established by statute regard-
less of market prices.  For 2009, you may request to receive 
advance direct payments equal to 22 percent of the direct 
payment for each commodity associated with the farm.  
Counter-cyclical payment rates vary depending on market 
prices and are issued only when prices fall below a threshold 
level. 
 

The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service will save you time, re-
duce paperwork and speed up contract processing at FSA of-
fices.  It is available to anyone eligible to participate in the 
DCP Program.  To access this on-line service, you must have 
an active USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account, which re-
quires filling out an online registration form at 
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov followed by a visit to the lo-
cal USDA Service Center for identity verification. 
 

Electronic “Tater Talk” Newsletter 
 
Twin Falls FSA continues to put out a monthly newsletter to 
keep you, the producer, informed of important deadlines and 
events. We strive to make these newsletters more efficient 
and cost effective. If you would prefer to have our monthly 
newsletter sent to you via email, call, email, or fax us your 
name and email address and we can add you to our distribu-
tion list. Email us at lance.phillips@id.usda.gov .  
 

Banking Changes? 
 

Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made elec-
tronically using Direct Deposit. This innovation has cut down 
on the number of missing and late payments and reduced the 
time required to move funds.   
 

To keep the system running smoothly, it’s critical to keep 
the county office staff up to date on changes you might 
make in your financial institutions. If you have changed 
accounts or institutions that might affect the direct deposit 
of your FSA payments, contact the FSA county office so 
we can update our files to insure continued uninterrupted 
service. 
 

ISDA is Seeking Specialty Crop Grant 
Applications 

 
Boise - The Idaho State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) 
is pleased to announce the competitive solicitation process 
to award Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. The United 
States Department of Agriculture has allocated these funds 
to the state and ISDA will be passing them through as 
competitive grants. Funds will be available to interested 
local, state, and federal government, non-profit and for-
profit organizations, and universities as competitive grants.  
 
Eligible project(s) will solely enhance the competitiveness 
of U.S. grown specialty crops in either domestic or foreign 
markets and projects must benefit more than one product 
or organization. Projects may include, but are not limited 
to, pest and disease control, sustainability, enhancing food 
safety, improving efficiency and reducing costs of distribu-
tion systems, developing new and improved seed varieties, 
increasing child and adult nutrition knowledge and con-
sumption of specialty crops; specialty crop research, and 
assisting all entities in the specialty crop distribution chain 
in developing “Good Agricultural Practices”, “Good Han-
dling Practices”, “Good Manufacturing Practices”, and in 
cost-share arrangements for funding audits of such systems 
for small farmers, packers, and processors.  
“We are looking for quality projects that will have a sig-
nificant and lasting impact on Idaho’s specialty crop indus-
try,” commented Director Celia Gould, ISDA, “The 
evaluation committee will be looking for feasible propos-
als that will benefit a great number of producers with a 
good return on investment.”  
 
Specialty crops include fruits and vegetables, tree nuts, 
dried fruits, and horticulture and nursery crops, including 
floriculture. Additional details including qualifications, 
guidelines and application process for the competitive 
grant program are available at www.agri.idaho.gov Appli-
cations are due to ISDA by July 1, 2009. If you have ques-
tions about the grant program, please contact Lacey 
Menasco at lacey.menasco@agri.idaho.gov or 208-332-
8538. 
 

Continued from Page 1 
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         Individuals can nominate themselves or another individual. Deadline to File is August 3, 2009 
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  New Faces at Twin Falls FSA 
 

New faces are showing up around the Twin Falls FSA office. 
On May 26th FSA Program 
Technician Angela Sandoval and 
NRCS Engineer Bruce Sandoval gave 
birth to Andrew Sandoval, 10lb 9oz in 
Boise. Andrew has visited the office 
and is doing great. Angela will be on 
medical leave for the next few 
months.  
 
During Angela’s absence Abbie Walker, a student intern will 
be working in the office to help with the work load. This is    
Abbie’s second year working with FSA as an intern. Abbie is 
a student at CSI and lives here in Twin Falls. Her assistance 
is already helping with the work load. Please join us in wel-
coming her. 
 

 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, ge-
netic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance pro-
grams. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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Dates to Remember 

Continuous 
Continuous Conservation 
Reserve Program 

June 30, 2009 Crop Reporting Deadline 

June 15, 2009 
COC Nomination period 
opens 

April 27 to Au-
gust 14, 2009 

ACRE program signup  
period 

Aug. 1, 2009 Deadline for Recon Requests

Aug. 3, 2009 
Deadline to file COC  
Nomination 

Aug. 14, 2009 
DCP / ACRE Signup  
Deadline 

Selected Interest Rates for 
June  2009 

90-Day Treasury Bill  0.125%

Farm Operating Loans — Direct  2.25%

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct  4.25%
Farm Ownership Loans —  
Down Payment 

 1.50%

Emergency Loans  3.75%
 

“Helping You Keep Agriculture Growing” 


