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FT Freestone — LAA 3
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2010 DCP Final Payments

Final DCP payments for 2010 participants will
be issued sometime after October 8, 2010.
Producers who received an advance payment
will be paid the balance they are due. Those
who did not take an advance will be receiving
their full payment amount. These payments
will be deposited directly into personal bank
accounts.

If there are any unearned payments, Com-
modity Credit Corporation will automatically
subtract those amounts from the final Direct
and Counter-cyclical Program payments you
are about to receive.

October 1, 2010 starts the 2011 Direct and
Counter Cyclical (DCP) signup. Producers
may sign and enroll these new contracts and
request an advance of funds as early as De-
cember of 22% of the yearly payment.

2011 ACRE Signup

The enrollment period for the 2011 Average
Crop Revenue Election Program (ACRE) runs
from Oct. 1, 2010 — June 1, 2011.

The ACRE program provides eligible pro-
ducers a state-level revenue guarantee, based
on the 5-year state Olympic average yield and
the 2-year national average price. ACRE
payments are made when both state and farm-
level triggers are met. By participating in
ACRE, producers elect to forgo counter-
cyclical payments, receive a 20-percent reduc-
tion in direct payments and a 30-percent re-
duction in loan rates. The decision to elect
ACRE binds the farm to the program through
the 2012 crop year.

Planted crops considered eligible for
ACRE payments include: wheat, barley, oats,
grain sorghum, corn, upland cotton, peanuts,
pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, chickpeas or
garbanzo beans), rice, soybeans, and other oil-
seeds (canola, crambe, flaxseed, mustard seed,
rapeseed, safflower, sesame seed).

FSA Conservation Loan
Program

The Farm Service Agency makes and guar-
antees conservation loans on farms and ranches
to help conserve our natural resources. The
Conservation Loan (CL) Program provides
farmers with the credit necessary to implement
conservation measures on their land.

The direct CL limit is $300,000 and the guaran-
teed CL limit is $1,119,000. Guaranteed loans
are available through lenders working with
FSA.

Applicants will work with Natural Resources
and Conservation Service (NRCS) staff to de-
velop a conservation plan. Conservation prac-
tices must be approved by NRCS before FSA
can provide financing. Examples of conserva-
tion practices include installation of conserva-
tion structures; establishment of forest cover;
installation of water conservation measures; es-
tablishment or improvement of permanent pas-
tures; transitioning to organic production;
manure management, including manure diges-
tion systems; and more.

County Committee Elections

Starting early next month, watch your mailbox
for your official Twin Falls County office com-
mittee election ballot for LAA 3 — Hansen, Mur-
taugh, and Kimberly. Mailing of ballots to all
eligible voters starts on November 5, 2010. If,
for some reason, you don’t receive a ballot, con-
tact the county FSA office to get one.

Completed and signed ballots will be due back in
the county office by the close of business on De-
cember 6, 2010.

FSA Non-Insured Assistance
Program (NAP) Insurance Coverage

The recent Long Butte Fire brought to the fore-
front the importance of insurance
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coverage on grazing land for both public and private land.
The 2008 Farm Bill created permanent livestock programs
that can assist producers who graze on both public and pri-
vate grounds when lightning caused wildfires sweep
through an area. The Long Butte Fire is a perfect example
of how fire can damage large areas of fall grazing ground
in Twin Falls County.

As fires on range ground have a high probability of affect-
ing livestock producers year after year, and cause devastat-
ing losses, the option of basic insurance coverage for
grazing ground is something to look into. To qualify for
the FSA permanent livestock disaster programs (listed be-
low), grazing ground is required to have a minimum
50/100 level insurance coverage. FSA offers this through
it’s NAP program for $250.00 / year / per administrative
county, regardless of the size of the area covered or number
of allotments per county. Additionally, for private ground
the insurance requirement is that all crops grown need to be
covered by some RMA or FSA insurance to make grazing
ground eligible. If you have only grazing ground, one
$250.00 fee per administrative county covers all of the
ground and meets the basic requirement to qualify for the
livestock programs.

The deadline for purchasing the FSA’s NAP coverage in-
surance is DECEMBER 1 to cover perennial crops includ-
ing grazing for the next year. If you have questions please
contact your local field office with questions about the
coverage needed for your farm / ranch operation.

Reminder: For the SURE Crop Disaster Program the same
requirement that all crops have insurance coverage applies.
The deadline for purchasing NAP coverage for all perenni-
al crops including alfalfa, mixed hay, grass hay, fruit trees,
honey or other perennial crops is DECEMBER 1. Spring
seeded crops not covered by RMA insurance have a dead-
line of MARCH 15 for NAP Insurance.

Disaster Program: Livestock Forage (LFP)

The Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides
compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer
grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought condi-
tions or fire on federally managed land.

As authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill, the LFP provides re-
covery assistance to livestock producers suffering grazing
losses that occur due to drought or fire up to October 1,
2011.

The LFP program is activated in drought areas when the
National Drought Monitor records a drought of D2 or more
severe for the area. Assistance levels increase with the se-
verity of drought designation.

For 2010 and subsequent years, applications must be filed
no later than 30 calendar days after the end of the calendar
year in which the grazing losses occurred.

Additional Information about LFP including eligible
livestock and fire criteria is available at county FSA of-
fices or on line at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

NOTE: For both LFP and ELAP, deadlines have
passed for 2008 and 2009 loss filing. For 2010 and sub-
sequent year losses, sign up ends Jan. 30, 2011 (30
days after the end of the loss year.)

Disaster Program: Livestock, Bees, Fish
(ELAP)

Emergency Livestock Assistance Program (ELAP) pro-
vides compensation to eligible producers of livestock,
honey bees, and farm-raised fish for losses due to disease,
adverse weather, or other loss conditions, including losses
due to blizzards and wildfires. ELAP is for losses that are
not covered by Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), Li-
vestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), or Supplemental
Revenue Assistance Program (SURE).

ELAP originated from the 2008 Farm bill to assist pro-
ducers with losses that occurred on or after January 1,
2008, and before October 1, 2011. Eligible losses include
feed losses, physical losses and additional costs incurred in
providing feed to eligible livestock.

There are two parts to the ELAP application process:
1. Anotice of loss (file within 30 days of loss)
Application for payment (sign up before 1/30/11)

An application for payment cannot be filed without a
notice of loss.

Eligible physical losses of honey bees and honey bee
hives, lost due to adverse weather or loss conditions are
eligible under ELAP. Producers will be required to pro-
vide documentation of beginning and ending inventory of
honey bee colonies when claiming a physical loss of ho-
ney bees or honey bee hives.

Additional ELAP information is available at FSA county
offices or on line at www.fsa.usda.gov.

Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL)

Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL) are available for pro-
ducers who share in the risk of producing the crop. To be
eligible, a producer must maintain continual beneficial in-
terest in the crop from harvest through the earlier of the
date the loan is repaid or CCC takes title to the commaodity.
Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, the com-
modity is ineligible for loan — even if the producer regains
beneficial interest.

Applicants must also comply with conservation and wet-
land protection requirements; acreage reporting require-
ments and ensure that the commodity meets Commodity
Credit Corporation minimum grade and quality standards.
The quality of the commaodity in farm storage must be

AGI / IRS release form: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/agi_forms_ccc_926 927 928.pdf




maintained throughout the term of the loan.

Producers do not have to participate in the Direct and Counter-
Cyclical and/or ACRE Programs to be eligible for commodity
loans.

Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan may result
in liquidated damages, calling in the loan and denial of future
farm-stored loans.

Beginning and Limited Resource Farmers

FSA assists beginning farmers and or members of socially
disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural enterprises. Un-
der these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide
financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guar-
anteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person
who:
= Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years
= Will materially and substantially participate in the opera-
tion of the farm
= Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower train-
ing and financial management program sponsored by
FSA
= Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the coun-
ty’s average size.
Additional program information, loan applications, and
other materials are available at your local USDA Service
Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov

Acreage Spot Check Determinations and Noti-
fication

Each year the Farm Service Agency completes spot checks
of acreage reports. Acreage reports are an integral part of
farm program participation. Acreage spot checks are com-
pleted to ensure accurate acreage reports are used in farm
program computations.

FSA will conduct spot checks on a selected number of farms
in each state. All acreage determinations will be completed
using the FSA Geographic Information System official
acreages. After farms are spot checked, a Notice of Deter-
mined Acreage will be sent to the farm operator. Producer
notifications will be issued by FSA as spot checks are com-
pleted. Questions concerning determined acres should be di-
rected to your local FSA office for further explanation.

Paper Check Conversion (PCC)

Over the next year, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) is moving toward an
electronic method for processing producers’ checks. This
will allow FSA/CCC to process collections faster.

When producers present checks, either in person or through
the mail, the checks will be converted into an Electronic
Funds Transfer (EFT). The funds will be debited from the
producer’s account, usually within 24 hours of receipt.

Please see the U.S. Department of Treasury legal notices
posted in the Service Center or visit the following U.S. De-

partment of Treasury Internet site for detailed informa-
tion:
https://www.pccotc.qov/pccotc/pcc/usingpcc/Legal
%20Notices/legalnotices.htm

Farm Storage Facility Loan

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program al-
lows producers of eligible commodities to obtain low-
interest financing to build or upgrade farm storage and
handling facilities.

The new maximum principal amount of a loan is
$500,000. Participants are required to provide a down
payment of 15 percent. New loan terms of 7, 10 or 12
years are available depending on the amount of the
loan. Interest rates for each term rate may be different
and are based on the rate CCC borrows from the Trea-
sury Department.

Payments are available in the form of a partial dis-
bursement and the remaining final disbursement. The
partial payment will be available after a portion of the
construction has been completed. The final payment
will be made when construction is completed. The
maximum amount of the partial disbursement will be
50 percent of the approved total loan amount.

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA
county office that maintains the farm's records. An
FSFL must be approved before any site preparation or
construction can begin.

Eligible commodities for the FSFL program include:
corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts,
wheat, barley, minor oilseeds, pulse crops - lentils,
small chickpeas and dry peas, hay, renewable biomass,
fruits (including nuts) and vegetables. For more in-
formation about FSFL please visit your FSA county
office or www.fsa.usda.gov

Electronic - Freedom of Information Act
Public Website (E-FOIA).

Requesting public information from FSA & USDA
just got simpler. In an effort to speed requests for in-
formation FSA has established the following web site
to request public information.
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/eFOlARequest?area=ne
wsroom&subject=landing&topic=efoia

The EFOIA website is simple to fill out, gets a quick
response /estimate of the information requested, and
saves a trip to the field office to get information on
maps, expiring CRP contracts or other information that
are eligible to the public. For more information on
EFOIA go to your local FSA Home web page.

ACRE Calculator: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=dccp&topic=landing
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“Helping You Keep Agriculture Growing”

Dates to Remember

October 1, 2010 Start date of FY 2011 DCP & ACRE signups

December 1, 2010 Final Date to purchase NAP insurance for perennial crops

January 31, 2011 Final date to file an application for payment for livestock losses in FY 2010.

March 15, 2011 Final date to purchase NAP insurance for spring seeded crops.

Public Financial Management Information Web Page

FMD has established a new public web page to assist customers with FSA financial reporting needs. Included in
the web site are;
e How to get access to financial applications
Instructions on financial applications
Financial fact sheets
Examples of Disbursement Transaction Statements
Electronic form link
Printable brochures containing financial information

If you are looking for information on your USDA FSA payments for 2010 follow the link at the bottom of the page
to the PFMI web page. If you have additional questions contact your field office.

Public Financial Management Information Web Page: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/fmi

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orienta-
tion, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’'s income is derived from any public assis-
tance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600
(voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”




