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2011 DCP Final Payments
DCP payments for 2011 participants
will be issued after Oct. 1, 2011. These
payments will be deposited directly into
participating producers’ personal bank
accounts.

If there are any unearned payments,
Commodity Credit Corporation will
automatically subtract those amounts
from the October Direct and Counter-
Cyclical Program payments.

2012 DCP Sign-Up
Enrollment for the 2012 Direct and
Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) will
begin January 23, 2012 and will con-
tinue through June 1, 2012. Producers
can make use of the eDCP automated
website to sign up, or they can visit the
FSA office to complete their 2012 DCP
contract.

Eligible producers receive direct pay-
ments at rates established by statute re-
gardless of market prices.

Livestock Forage Disaster
Program

The Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP) provides compensation to eligible
livestock producers who suffer grazing
losses for covered livestock due to
drought conditions.

Eligible livestock producers may receive
assistance for eligible livestock grazing
losses that occur due to drought on or
after Jan. 1, 2008, and before Oct. 1,
2011, during the calendar year in which
the loss occurs.

Applications for LFP can only be ac-
cepted after the national office has sent
notice of a qualifying drought, or if
USDA prohibits producers from grazing
normal-permitted livestock on federally
managed land due to a qualifying fire.

For 2011, sign-up applications must be
filed no later than 30 calendar days after
the end of the calendar year in which the
grazing losses occurred. Losses must
occur in the calendar year the applica-
tion is being filed.

Emergency Livestock Assis-
tance Program (ELAP)

ELAP provides compensation to eligible
producers of livestock, honey bees and
farm-raised fish for losses due to dis-
ease, adverse weather, or other loss con-
ditions, including losses caused by bliz-
zards and wildfires. ELAP is for losses
that are not covered by Livestock In-
demnity Program (LIP), Livestock For-
age Disaster Program (LFP), or Supple-
mental Revenue Assistance Program
(SURE).

Eligible producers under ELAP may
receive assistance for losses that occur
on or after Jan. 1, 2008, and before Oct.
1, 2011, during the calendar year in
which the loss occurs. Eligible losses
include feed losses, physical losses and
additional costs incurred in providing
feed to eligible livestock.

There are two parts to the ELAP appli-
cation process:

e A notice of loss

e Application for payment

An application for payment cannot be
filed without a notice of loss.

There are no late filed provisions for
ELAP. Producers with eligible losses
must timely file an acreage report on
grazing land acres, honey bee colonies
and farm-raised fish pond acres.

Eligible physical losses of honey bees
and honey bee hives due to adverse
weather or loss conditions are eligible
under ELAP. Producers will be required
to provide documentation of beginning
and ending inventory of honey bee colo-
nies when claiming a physical loss of
honey bees or honey bee hives.

2011 ELAP and LIP Sign-up
Extended

The Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) and the
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)
have extended sign-up deadlines ap-
proaching. Producers interested in ap-
plying for losses occurring before Octo-
ber 1, 2011, have until, the earlier of 30
days after livestock loss becomes appar-
ent, but no later than December 29, 2011
to file a notice of loss. Since the LIP and
ELAP program authorities end with the
2008 Farm Bill, losses due to adverse
weather events occurring on or after
October 1, 2011 are ineligible for bene-
fits under LIP or ELAP.

To be eligible under LIP and ELAP,
livestock losses due to adverse weather
events must occur within 60 days of the
adverse weather event. Producers must
file for losses within 30 days of the
deaths becoming apparent. The final
date to apply for LIP and ELAP losses is
December 29, 2011.

Eligible producers, owners or contract



growers, must have livestock, stored
feed, honey bees or farm-raised fish
losses from an adverse weather event
that occurred before October 1, 2011.
These adverse weather events include
tornados, lightning, floods, colony col-
lapse, extreme cold, extreme heat, bliz-
zards or winter storms.

Once notices of losses are filed for LIP
or ELAP, producers will have until
January 30, 2012, to submit all required
documentation and complete the appli-
cation for payment.

Adequate documentation must prove the
loss occurred as a direct result of an eli-
gible adverse weather event in the calen-
dar year for which benefits are being
requested.

Farm Safety

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity
-flow wagon is like quicksand, it can kill
quickly. It takes less than five seconds
for a person caught in flowing grain to
be trapped.

The mechanical aspects of grain han-
dling equipment, also presents a real
danger. Augers, power take offs, and
other moving parts can grab people or
clothing.

These hazards, along with pinch points
and missing shields, are dangerous
enough for adults; not to mention chil-
dren. It is always advisable to keep chil-
dren a safe distance from operating farm
equipment. Always use extra caution
when backing or maneuvering farm ma-
chinery. Ensure everyone is visibly
clear and accounted for before machin-
ery is engaged.

FSA wants all farmers to have a produc-
tive crop year, and that begins with put-
ting safety first

Hispanic and Women Farmers
A process to resolve the claims of His-
panic and women farmers and ranchers
who believe they were discriminated
against when seeking USDA farm loans
has been established.

If you believe that the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) im-

properly

denied farm loan benefits to you be-
tween 1981 and 2000 because you are
Hispanic,

or because you are female, you may be
eligible to apply for compensation.

For additional information on this and
other settlement issues contact:

e Hispanic and Women Farmer
Claims Process, please visit:
www.farmerclaims.gov or call

1-888-508-4429

e Pigford — The Black Farmers Dis-
crimination Litigation, please visit:
www.blackfarmercase.com or call
1-866-950-5547

o Keepseagle - The Native American
Farmers Class Action Settlement
please visit:
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call
1-888-233-5506

Farm Storage Facility Loan

Program
The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL)

program allows producers of eligible
commodities to obtain low-interest fi-
nancing to build or upgrade farm storage
and handling facilities.

The maximum principal amount of a
loan through FSFL is $500,000. Partici-
pants are required to provide

a minimum down payment of 15 per-
cent, with CCC providing a loan for the
remaining 85 percent of the net cost of
the eligible storage facility and perma-
nent drying and handling equip-

ment. Loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years
are available depending on the amount
of the loan. Interest rates for each term
may be different and are based on the
rate which CCC borrows from the
Treasury Department.

Applications for FSFL must be submit-
ted to the FSA county office that main-
tains the farm's records. An FSFL must
be approved before any site preparation
or construction can begin.

The following commodities are eligible
for farm storage facility loans:

e Corn, grain sorghum, soybeans,

oats, wheat, barley or minor oil-
seeds harvested as whole grain

e Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or
barley harvested as other-than-
whole grain

e  Pulse crops - lentils, small chick-
peas and dry peas

e Hay

e Renewable biomass

e  Fruits (including nuts) and vegeta-
bles for cold storage facilities

County Committee Elections
Watch your mailbox for the official
county committee election ballot starting
early next month. Ballots will be mailed
to all eligible voters starting Nov. 4,
2011. If for some reason you don’t re-
ceive a ballot, feel free to notify the
county FSA office.

Completed and signed ballots are due
back in the county office by the close of
business on Dec. 5, 2011.

Acreage Spot Check Determi-

nations and Notification
Each year the Farm Service Agency
completes spot checks of acreage re-
ports. Acreage reports are an integral
part of farm program participation.
Acreage spot checks are completed to
ensure accurate acreage reports are used
in farm program computations.

FSA will conduct spot checks on a se-
lected number of farms in each state.
All acreage determinations will be com-
pleted using the FSA Geographic Infor-
mation System official acreages.

After farms are spot checked, a Notice
of Determined Acreage will be sent to
the farm operator. Producer notifica-
tions will be issued by FSA as spot
checks are completed. Questions con-
cerning determined acres should be di-
rected to your local FSA office for fur-
ther explanation.

Marketing Assistance Loans
A Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) is
available to producers who share in the
risk of producing a crop. To be eligible,
a producer must maintain continual
beneficial interest in the crop from har-
vest through the earlier of the date the
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loan is repaid or CCC takes title to the
commodity.

Beneficial interest means retaining the
ability to make decisions about the com-
modity; responsibility for loss or dam-
age to the commodity; and title to the
commodity. Once beneficial interest in
a commodity is lost, the commodity is
ineligible for loan — even if the pro-
ducer regains beneficial interest.

Commodity loan eligibility also requires
compliance with conservation and wet-
land protection requirements; beneficial
interest requirements, acreage reporting
and ensuring that the commodity meets
Commodity Credit Corporation mini-
mum grade and quality standards.

For commodities to be eligible they
must have been produced by an eligible
producer, be in existence and in a stor-
able condition and be merchantable for
food, feed or other uses as determined
by CCC. The quality of the commodity
in farm storage must be maintained
throughout the term of the loan.

Producers do not have to participate in
the Direct and Counter-Cyclical and/or
ACRE Programs to be eligible for com-
modity loans.

Violating provisions of a marketing as-
sistance loan may trigger administrative
actions, such as assessing liquidated
damages, calling the loan and denial of
future farm-stored loans.

Section 1291 of the Department of De-
fense and Full-Year Continuing Appro-
priations Act of 2011 does not authorize
funding to provide nonrecourse MALs
for mohair for the remainder of FY
2011. Effective April 14,2011, County
Offices are no longer authorized to ac-
cept requests for mohair marketing as-
sistance loans and loan deficiency pay-
ments.

Farm Loan Program Limits
The Farm Service Agency is committed
to providing family farmers with loans
to meet their farm credit needs. If you
are having trouble getting the credit you
need for your farm, or regularly borrow
from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans
are currently available.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan
guarantee if you’ve had a setback and

your lender is reluctant to extend or re-
new your loan.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating
loans may be obtained as direct loans for
a maximum of up to $300,000. Guaran-
teed loans have a maximum limit of
$1,214,000 starting on Oct. 1, 2011.
This makes the maximum combination
of direct and guaranteed loan indebted-
ness $1,514,000.

The one-time loan origination fee
charged on FSA guaranteed farm owner-
ship and operating loans has increased
from 1 percent to 1.5 percent of the
guaranteed portion of the loan, for loans
obligated after Oct. 1, 2011.

To find out more about FSA loan pro-
grams, contact the county office staff.

Rural Youth Loans
The FSA’s Rural Youth Loan program
provides financial assistance and busi-
ness planning to help rural youth get a
start on their future, while ensuring the
future of family farms. FSA makes
loans to rural youths to establish and
operate income-producing projects in
connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and
other agricultural groups. The maximum
loan amount is $5,000. These loans may
be used to finance nearly any agricultur-
ally-based, income-producing project.

Interested youth should contact their
local FSA office for additional informa-
tion and an application.

Beginning and Limited Re-

source Farmer & Ranchers
Wondering how to get started in farm-
ing? The Farm Service Agency (FSA)
can answer your questions. FSA offers
a wide range of loans and services to
meet the needs of beginning farmers.
FSA’s experienced loan officers provide
individualized planning to assist new
farmers in building and growing their
businesses.

FSA defines a beginning farmer as a

person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more
that 10 years

e  Will materially and substantially
participate in the operation of the
farm

e Does not own farm acreage greater
than 30 % of the median size farm
in the county (for real estate loan
eligibility)

Applications and additional information
are available at your local FSA office or
online at www.fsa.usda.gov.

Loans for the Socially

Disadvantaged
Farm Service Agency (FSA) has loan
programs available to assist eligible mi-
nority and socially disadvantaged farm-
ers with buying and operating family-
size farms and ranches. FSA’s experi-
enced loan officers can assist in finding
resources and in providing individual-
ized planning to serve the needs of under
-represented groups in the agricultural
community.

The Farm Service Agency has also es-
tablished the office of Minority and So-
cially Disadvantaged Farmers Assis-
tance (MSDA) to work with minority
and socially disadvantaged farmers who
have concerns or questions about loan
applications or other FSA programs.

If you are involved with farming or
ranching and wish to be included in the
Minority Farm Register, additional in-
formation and the registration form (AD
-2035) are available at
www.fsa.usda.gov. Registration infor-
mation can be sent to the following ad-
dress:

Minority Farm Register
USDA Stop Code 0503

1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20250-0503

Only name, address, signature, and date
are required for participation.

Emergency Farm Loans
The Secretary of Agriculture designated
Clinton, Des Moines, Dubuque, Jackson,
Louisa, Muscatine, and Scott counties in
Iowa eligible for Emergency Farm Loan
assistance due to drought, excessive
heat, high winds and other storm related
losses.

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA)
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provides emergency loans to help pro-
ducers recover from production and
physical losses due to drought, flooding,
other natural disasters, or quarantine.

Loan Uses:

Emergency loan funds may be used to

e Restore or replace essential
property;

e Pay all or part of production costs
associated with the disaster year;

e Pay essential family living ex-
penses;

e Reorganize the farming operation;
and

e Refinance certain debts.

Loan funds are available at 3.75% inter-
est. Loan amounts and eligibility will be
determined based on the level of loss.

Further information and applications for
Emergency loans are available at local
FSA county offices.

Electronic Services Available
If a producer has Internet access, pro-
gram participants can access many ser-
vices from home 24-hours a day, seven
days a week, and receive approval and
payment by direct deposit within 48
hours.

To participate in these services, you
must meet all program eligibility re-
quirements. Online services have strin-
gent security measures to protect your
private information.

To utilize electronic services a producer
needs an active USDA eAuthentication
Level 2 account, which requires an e-
mail address and filling out an online
registration form at http://
www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/ followed by
a visit to the county office for identity
verification.

If you would like assistance establishing
your account, just contact your local
USDA Service Center.

BCAP Funds Prioritized
On September 15, 2011, the Farm Ser-
vice Agency published regulations to
prioritize the use of limited program
funds under the Biomass Crop Assis-
tance Program (BCAP). This prioritiza-

tion was needed after the Department of
Defense and Full-Year Continuing Ap-
propriations Act, 2011 (Public Law 112-
10), was enacted on April 15, 2011.
This act reduced the BCAP funding
availability for fiscal year 2011.

It was determined that approved project
areas would be given priority. This pro-
vide funding to establish eligible crops
and for the annual payments to be made
to the growers who produce biomass for
the approved project areas.

Funds are not available for matching
payments in fiscal year 2011, therefore,
all pending BCAP-1’s for Biomass Con-
servation Facilities will not be approved
for fiscal year 2011 and no additional
BCAP-1’s will be accepted until further
notice.

Future announcements will be made if
BCAP receives additional funding.

Start-Month Provisions for

MILC Program
Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC)
program participants can change the
month of commercially marketed pro-
duction for which the Commodity Credit
Corporation (CCC) will begin issuing
payments to their dairy operation.

Any start-month changes must be made
on or before the 14th of the month be-
fore the selected MILC production start-
month. The change must also be made
before requesting payment and before
the original MILC production start-
month has passed.

Changes to the dairy operation produc-
tion start-month must be designated on
FSA’s form CCC-580M, "Milk Income
Loss Contract (MILC) Modification.

Eligible dairy producers can apply for
program benefits anytime through Sep-
tember 30, 2012.

CRP’s SAFE Acres Available
Acres are available under the continuous
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement
(SAFE) initiative. The following areas
with goals have been approved:

e  For Graining Ground for Wildlife;
This practice targets a portion of all
of Iowa’s counties with the excep-
tion of Allamakee and Clayton. Its
goal is to increase the populations
of ring-necked pheasant, dickcissel,
bobolink and the eastern meadow-
lark. The project seeks to enhance
native plant communities in buffers
around and near existing remnants
of native plants.

e Jowa Early Successional/
Neotropical Birds: This practice is
specific to a four county are in
northeast lowa. These counties
include: Allamakee, Clayton, Fay-
ette, and Winneshiek. Its goals is to
develop the habitat required by nu-
merous bird species that are show-
ing nationwide decline.

e Grand River; This practice is to
restore the native habitat for five
grassland dependant bird species in
the Kellerton Brid Conservation
Area in southeast Ringgold County.
This practice will create higher
quality native grasslands.

State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement or
SAFE is a voluntary program that is
available under the Conservation Re-
serve Program continuous sign up. This
is designed to address state and regional
high-priority wildlife objectives.

Producers within a SAFE area can sub-
mit offers to voluntarily enroll acres in
CRP contracts for 10-15 years. In ex-
change, producers receive annual CRP
rental payments, incentives, and cost-
share assistance to establish or improve
higher quality habitat. Available SAFE
acres are allocated to projects that have
been approved by FSA.

To be eligible, land must be in a SAFE
project area, must meet basic CRP eligi-
bility requirements, and the acres re-
quested to be enrolled will not exceed
the allocation for the project area. Eligi-
ble land is cropland that was planted or
considered planted to an agricultural
commodity during four of the six years
2002 to 2007. The land must be physi-
cally and legally capable of being
planted in a normal manner to an agri-
cultural commodity. The cover already



established on the land must not already
effectively treat the resource concern
being addressed by the SAFE project.

Through SAFE, producers create habitat
that benefits targeted wildlife species.
This may involve planting trees, grasses,
forbs, and other species that help restore
or improve wildlife habitat. Habitat
established under SAFE is required to be
managed during the life of the contact.
These management requirements are
tailored to each individual practice.

November 20th Sales Closing
Date for Some Noninsurable

Crops

Producers who want to purchase cover-
age through the Noninsurable Crop Dis-
aster Assistance Program (NAP) to do
so before the sales closing date of No-
vember 20, 2011.

The following crops have a NAP appli-
cation closing date of November 20,
2011: Apples, Apricots, Aronia Berries,
Blueberries, Caneberries, Cherries,
Chestnuts, Gooseberries, Stonefruit, and
Walnuts.

NAP provides financial assistance to
producers of noninsurable crops when
low yields, loss of inventory or pre-
vented planting occur due to normal
disasters.

In order to meet eligibility requirements
for NAP, crops must be noninsurable,
commercially-produced agricultural
commodity crops for which the catastro-
phic risk protection level of crop insur-
ance is not available. If the Risk Man-
agement Agency (RMA) offers coverage
for a crop in the county, then NAP cov-
erage is not available for that crop.

In the event of a natural disaster, NAP
covers the amount of loss greater than
50 percent of the expected production
based on the approved yield and re-
ported acreage.

Eligible producers can apply for cover-
age using form CCC-471, Application
for Coverage. Producers must file the
application and service fee by the No-
vember 20th deadline. The service fee is
the lesser of $250 per crop or $750 per
producer per administrative county, not

to exceed a total of $1,875 for a pro-
ducer with farming interests in multiple
counties.

Emergency Conservation Pro-

gram (ECP) Funding Possible
ECP offers assistance to eligible produc-
ers to rehabilitate farmlands and conser-
vation structures damaged by natural
disasters. Funds can be used to repair
farmland damaged by natural disasters
or for carrying out emergency water
conservation measures during periods of
severe drought. ECP funding is not
“automatic”. Producers aware of a need
for this type of assistance should contact
their local FSA office immediately.

If ECP funding is approved, it is impor-
tant to submit your request for ECP as-
sistance before beginning reconstructive
work. Completing reconstructive work
before submitting an ECP request could
result in forfeiture of program eligibility.
Producers can use ECP funds to remove
debris on agricultural lands, restore
fences, grade and shape land and repair
existing conservation structures dam-
aged by the disaster.

Program eligibility is determined by the
county committee by conducting on-site
inspections that take into account the
type and extent of the damage. Conser-
vation problems that existed before the
disaster are not eligible for ECP assis-
tance. ECP program participants can
receive financial assistance for 75 per-
cent of the cost to implement approved
emergency conservation practices. Con-
tact your local FSA office for more in-
formation.

Readers are advised that dates for

FSA programs in lowa could be
county-specific. Please contact
your local FSA office for detailed
information pertaining to you op-
eration.

USDA is an equal opportunity pro-

vider, employer and lender. To file a
complaint of discrimination, write to
USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights, Office of the Assistant Secre-
tary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independ-
ence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410,
Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call
toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English)
or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866)
377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or
(800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-
relay).
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