
Iowa FSA Today  
 
An Online Monthly Newsletter Covering the Hottest Topics in Federal Farm Programs    

 May 2013 

 Final Call for 2012  
Census of Agriculture 

The 2012 Census of Agriculture official-
ly closing on May 31, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) is urging 
farmers and ranchers not to miss this 
opportunity to be counted and help de-
termine the future of farming in Ameri-
ca. USDA has already received more 
than 2 million completed Census forms.  
 
The Census helps to ensure that deci-
sions about U.S. agriculture accurately 
represent you, your communities, and 
your industry.  The 2012 Census will 
provide a complete picture of agriculture 
that will be used to shape the future of 
agriculture, rural America, and the lives 
of those USDA serves for years to come. 
The deadline to respond to the Census of 
Agriculture is only a few weeks away on 
May 31. USDA's National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) may contact 
producers by phone or in person to col-
lect Census information since time is 
running out.  
Farmers and ranchers can also return 
their forms by mail or online by visiting 
a secure website, 
www.agcensus.usda.gov. Federal law 
requires a response from everyone who 
receives the Census form and requires 
NASS to keep all individual information 
confidential.  
 
For more information about the Census, 
including helpful tips on completing 
your Census form, visit 
www.agcensus.usda.gov or call 1-888-
4AG-STAT (1-888-424-7828). The 
Census of Agriculture is your voice, 
your future, your responsibility.  
 
 

CRP Sign-Up Starts May 20th 
USDA will conduct a four-week general 
sign-up for the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP), beginning May 20 and 
ending on June 14. CRP protects the 
nation's natural resources through volun-
tary participation, while providing sig-
nificant economic and environmental 
benefits to rural communities across the 
United States.  
 
Currently, about 27 million acres are 
enrolled in CRP. Producers that are ac-
cepted in the program can receive cost-
share assistance to plant long-term, re-
source-conserving covers and receive an 
annual rental payment for the length of 
the contract which is 10-15 years.  
 
Contracts on 3.3 million acres of CRP 
are set to expire on Sept. 30, 2013. Pro-
ducers with expiring contracts or pro-
ducers with environmentally sensitive 
land are encouraged to evaluate their 
options under CRP. 
 
For more information on CRP and other 
FSA programs, visit a local FSA service 
center or www.fsa.usda.gov.   
 
 

CRP Informational Meetings 
and Webinar 

Local FSA offices in partnership with 
NRCS and DNR are planning CRP in-
formational meetings.  They will present 
and answer questions on signing up for 
CRP, developing a CRP conservation 
plan as well as seeding and covers estab-
lishment.  DNR will provide information 
on increasing wildlife and other environ-
mental benefits. Interested persons can 
also go to www.fsa.usda.gov/ia  to find a 
meeting location in your area.   

 
If you are not able to attend a meeting in 
your area, FSA, NRCS, and DNR will 
participating in a free CRP webinar.  
This event is being hosted by the Wom-
en, Food, and Agriculture Network 
(WFAN). This informational webinar is 
scheduled for Thursday, May 23, from 
10 - 11:30 a.m. CDT.  Register at:  
https://womenfoodagnet.wufoo.com/
forms/z7p7m5/ 
 
 

COC Election Nominations  
The election of agricultural producers to 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county 
committees is important to ALL farmers 
and ranchers.  It is crucial that every 
eligible producer participate in these 
elections because FSA county commit-
tees are a link between the agricultural 
community and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA).  
 
County committee members are a criti-
cal component of the operations of FSA. 
They help deliver FSA farm programs at 
the local level.  Farmers and ranchers 
who serve on county committees help 
with the decisions necessary to adminis-
ter the programs in their counties. They 
work to ensure FSA agricultural pro-
grams serve the needs of local produc-
ers.  
 
FSA county committees operate within 
official regulations designed to carry out 
federal laws. County committee mem-
bers apply their judgment and 
knowledge to make local decisions.   
 
Each year a different Local Administra-
tive Area (LAA) holds the election, The 
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COC nomination period runs from June 
17, 2013 through August 1, 2013.  The 
nomination form is available at USDA 
Service Centers contacting your local 
FSA office to determine what area is 
holding the election in your county.   
 

Primary Nesting Season and 
CRP 

CRP participants must schedule mainte-
nance and management activities on 
CRP acres outside of the primary nest-
ing season.  Iowa’s primary nesting sea-
son begins May 15, 2013 and continues 
through August 1, 2013.  CRP partici-
pants should refer to their completed 
conservation plan and NRCS Job Sheets 
provided during conservation plan de-
velopment for guidance.   
 
 

Weed Control or  
Mowing on CRP 

Acres enrolled in CRP are not eligible 
for cosmetic or periodic mowing at any 
time.  Mowing or spraying weed infest-
ed areas is NOT allowed on CRP acre-
age during the primary nesting season 
(May 15 through August 1) without pri-
or authorization from the County Com-
mittee in consultation with NRCS.  A 
written and approved request will need 
to be filed prior to any mowing/spraying 
activities.   
 
For NEW CRP seedings:   
 Cool Season Grasses, (brome, leg-

umes, clover, orchard, timothy 
grass, etc.) that are planted with a 
nurse crop, need to have the com-
panion crop (such as oats) clipped 
so that they do not head out.  Mow-
ing then needs to be done if there is 
a weed problem.   

 Warm season grasses: (switchgrass, 
forbs, big and little bluestem, Indian 
grass, etc.) take some time to be-
come established, mowing high, at 
6-8 inches in June and then again in 
July for the first year need to be 
completed as outlined in your con-
servation plan.   

 
 
Mid Contract Management on 

CRP Acreage 
CRP contacts require maintenance dur-
ing the life of the contact.  This mainte-

nance could include disking, inter-
seeding, or other measures.  Please 
check your conservation plan of opera-
tions to determine the years and activi-
ties authorized to be performed.  Cost 
share documents along with bills are to 
be submitted to the county office after 
the practice has been completed.   
 
 

USDA Announces Farm  
Payments Scheduled to Resume 
On March 4, 2013, FSA began a tempo-
rary suspension of FSA program pay-
ments in order to assess the impact of 
sequestration and determine the least-
disruptive process possible for carrying 
out required cuts. The Department will 
use the Secretary’s limited authority to 
transfer funds to avoid reducing these 
program payments.  
Producers should be advised that pro-
gram sign-up periods currently under-
way have the following enrollment 
deadlines: 2013 Average Crop Revenue 
Election (ACRE) Program – June 3rd; 
2011 SURE – June 7; and the 2013 Di-
rect and Counter-Cyclical Program – 
August 2nd. Producers should contact 
their local Farm Service Agency office 
as soon as possible for appointments to 
enroll in these programs before the 
deadlines. 
 
USDA has made a concerted effort to 
deliver results for the American people, 
even as USDA implements sequestration 
– the across-the-board budget reductions 
mandated under terms of the Budget 
Control Act.  USDA has already under-
taken historic efforts since 2009 to save 
more than $828 million in taxpayer 
funds through targeted, common-sense 
budget reductions. These reductions 
have put USDA in a better position to 
carry out its mission, while implement-
ing sequester budget reductions in a fair 
manner that causes as little disruption as 
possible. 
 
 

Acreage Certification 
Filing an accurate acreage report for all 
crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage and prevented planting acreage, 
can prevent the loss of benefits for a 
variety of Farm Service Agency and 
other USDA programs.  The final date to 
report perennial forage, fall wheat, and 

other fall-seeded small grains for the 
2013 crop year was December 15, 
2012.  However, there is no late-filing 
fee assessed unless the report is filed 
after July 15, 2013.    For 2014, perenni-
al forage, fall wheat, and other fall seed-
ed small grains will have a December 
15, 2013 reporting date.   
 
The final reporting date for all other 
crops is July 15, 2013.  (Note:  perennial 
forage “initial seedings” must be certi-
fied by the July 15 deadline.  The fol-
lowing years after the initial seeding 
must be certified by December 15) 
 
Failed acreage must be reported before 
disposition of the crop. Prevented plant-
ing must be reported no later than 15 
days after the final planting date for the 
crop. 
 
 

Highly Erodible Land and  
Wetland Compliance 

Landowners and operators are reminded 
that in order to receive payments from 
USDA, compliance with Highly Erodi-
ble Land Conservation (HELC) and 
Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions 
is required. Farmers with HEL deter-
mined soils must apply tillage, crop resi-
due, and rotation requirements as speci-
fied in their conservation plan or accord-
ing to an acceptable conservation sys-
tem.  
 
Producers should notify FSA prior to 
conducting land clearing or drainage 
projects to ensure compliance. If you 
intend to clear any trees to create new 
cropland, these areas will need to be 
reviewed to ensure any work will not 
jeopardize your eligibility for benefits.  
 
Landowners and operators can complete 
form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land 
Conservation (HELC) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) Certification to de-
termine whether a referral to Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) is necessary.    
 
For more information on Highly Erodi-
ble Land Conservation and Wetland 
Conservation provisions, contact your 
local FSA Office.   
 
 



ACRE Sign-Up Ends June 3 
The sign-up period for ACRE is still 
open, but the June 3 deadline is quickly 
approaching.   
 
The 2013 DCP and ACRE program pro-
visions are unchanged from 2012, ex-
cept that all eligible participants may 
choose to enroll in either DCP or ACRE 
for the 2013 crop year. This means that 
eligible producers who were enrolled in 
ACRE in 2012 may elect to enroll in 
DCP in 2013 or may re-enroll in ACRE 
in 2013. Likewise producers who were 
enrolled in DCP may enroll into ACRE 
for the first time in 2013.. 
 
Contact the FSA county office for more 
information, or an appointment to enroll. 
 
 

DCP Sign-Up Continues 
The DCP sign-up period is still open, 
but will end on August 2, 2013. 
 
The 2013 DCP and ACRE program pro-
visions are unchanged from 2012, ex-
cept that all eligible participants may 
choose to enroll in either DCP or ACRE 
for the 2013 crop year. Producers who 
would like to enroll into ACRE should 
note the June 3, 2013 deadline.   
 
Contact the FSA county office for more 
information, or an appointment to enroll. 

 
 

2011 Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Program  

Applications 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will 
continue to accept SURE applications 
for 2011 crop losses through June 7, 
2013. Under the 2008 Farm Bill, SURE 
authorizes assistance to farmers and 
ranchers who suffered crop losses 
caused by natural disasters occurring 
through September 30, 2011.  
 
All eligible farmers and ranchers must 
sign up for 2011 SURE benefits before 
the June 7, 2013 deadline.  
 
Producers in counties receiving a Secre-
tarial Disaster Designation, whether 
primary or contiguous, and producers 
are eligible to apply for SURE benefits 
if they experienced at least a 10 percent 

production loss that affects one crop of 
economic significance.  Producers in 
other counties must have received at 
least a 50 percent production loss to 
qualify.   
 
To meet program eligibility require-
ments, producers must have obtained a 
policy or plan of insurance through the 
Federal Crop Insurance Corporation or 
obtained Noninsured Crop Disaster As-
sistance Program (NAP) coverage for all 
economically significant crops. Eligible 
farmers and ranchers who meet the defi-
nition of a socially disadvantaged, lim-
ited resource or beginning farmer or 
rancher do not have to meet this require-
ment. Forage crops intended for grazing 
are not eligible for SURE benefits.  
 
For more information on SURE program 
eligibility requirements contact your 
local FSA office or visit the website at 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/sure. 
 
 
 

Online Data Tool for Public 
The USDA Race, Ethnicity, and Gender 
Program Statistics query tool, known as 
REGStats, is the official new tool of the 
United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) for making program application 
and participation rate data available to 
the public on the Internet.  
 
The REGStats website provides sum-
mary information about the number of 
individuals and entities that apply for, 
and receive, federal assistance from four 
USDA agencies or mission areas – the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA), the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), Rural Development (RD), and 
the Risk Management Agency (RMA).  
The information available in REGStats 
includes the number of applicants and 
recipients, by fiscal year, for USDA 
programs available to agricultural pro-
ducers and landowners, categorized by 
race, ethnicity, and gender. Summary 
totals may be obtained nationally, or by 
state and county for the 50 states, as well 
as the U.S. territories. 
Visit the online site:   
http://www.regstats.usda.gov 
 
 
 

Hay Net 
Producers are encouraged to use Hay 
Net on the FSA website (http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet). This online 
service allows producers with hay and 
those who need hay to post ads so they 
can make connections. Hay Net is a pop-
ular site for farmers and ranchers who 
have an emergency need. Individual ads 
can be posted free of charge by produc-
ers who complete a simple online regis-
tration form the first time they use the 
site.   
 
 
Final Availability Dates Loans 
& Loan Deficiency Payments 

 May 31 - Corn, Grain Sorghum, 
Soybeans 

Marketing Assistance Loans 
(MAL)  

Short-term financing is available by 
obtaining low interest commodity loans 
for eligible harvested production. A nine
-month Marketing Assistance Loan pro-
vides financing that allows producers to 
store production for later marketing. The 
crop may be stored on the farm or in the 
warehouse.  
Loans are available for producers who 
share in the risk of producing the eligi-
ble commodity and maintain beneficial 
interest in the crop through the duration 
of the loan.  Beneficial interest means 
retaining the ability to make decisions 
about the commodity, responsibility for 
loss because of damage to the commodi-
ty and title to the commodity. Once ben-
eficial interest in a commodity is lost, it 
is ineligible for a loan, even if you re-
gain beneficial interest. 
 
 

Farm Storage Facility  
Loan Program 

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) 
program allows producers of eligible 
commodities to obtain low-interest fi-
nancing to build or upgrade farm storage 
and handling facilities.  
 
The maximum principal amount of a 
loan through FSFL is $500,000. Partici-
pants are required to provide 
a minimum down payment of 15 per-
cent, with CCC providing a loan for the 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/sure�
http://www.regstats.usda.gov�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet�


remaining 85 percent of the net cost of 
the eligible storage facility and perma-
nent drying and handling equip-
ment.   Loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years 
are available depending on the amount 
of the loan. Interest rates for each term 
may be different and are based on the 
rate which CCC borrows from the 
Treasury Department. 
 
Applications for FSFL must be submit-
ted to the FSA county office that main-
tains the farm's records. An FSFL must 
be approved before any site preparation 
or construction can begin. 
The following commodities are eligible 
for farm storage facility loans: 
 
 Corn, grain sorghum, soybeans, 

oats, wheat, barley or minor 
oilseeds harvested as whole grain 

 Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or 
barley harvested as other-than-
whole grain 

 Pulse crops - lentils, small chick-
peas and dry peas 

 Hay 
 Renewable biomass 
 Fruits (including nuts) and vegeta-

bles for cold storage facilities 
 Honey 
 
 
 
 

Guaranteed Loan Program 
The Farm Service Agency loan limit for 
the Guaranteed Loan Program has in-
creased to $1,302,000. The limit is ad-
justed annually based on data compiled 
by the National Agricultural Statistics 
Service.   
 
The maximum combined guaranteed and 
direct farm loan indebtedness has in-
creased to $1,602,000.   
 
As a reminder, the one-time loan origi-
nation fee charged on FSA guaranteed 
farm ownership and operating loans is 
1.5 percent of the guaranteed portion of 
the loan. 
 
Producers should contact their local FSA 
County Offices with questions about 
farm loans.   
 
 

Beginning Farmer Loans 
Wondering how to get started in farming?  
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) can 
answer your questions.  FSA offers a 
wide range of loans and services to meet 
the needs of beginning farmers.  FSA’s 
experienced loan officers provide individ-
ualized planning to assist new farmers in 
building and growing their businesses.   
 
FSA defines a beginning farmer as a per-
son who: 
 Has operated a farm for not more 

that 10 years 
 Will materially and substantially 

participate in the operation of the 
farm 

 Does not own farm acreage greater 
than 30 % of the median size farm in 
the county (for real estate loan eligi-
bility) 

 
Applications and additional information 
are available at your local FSA office or 
online at www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 

Loans for the Socially  
Disadvantaged 

FSA has a number of loan programs 
available to assist applicants to begin or 
continue in agriculture production.  
Loans are available for operating type 
loans and/or purchase or improve farms 
or ranches.  
  
While all qualified producers are eligible 
to apply for these loan programs, the 
FSA has provided priority funding for 
members of socially disadvantaged ap-
plicants.   
 
A socially disadvantaged applicant is 
one of a group whose members have 
been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender 
prejudice because of his or her identity 
as members of the group without regard 
to his or her individual qualities.   
 
For purposes of this program, socially 
disadvantaged groups are women, Afri-
can Americans, American Indians, Alas-
kan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders. 
 
FSA loans are only available to appli-
cants who meet all the eligibility re-
quirements and are unable to obtain the 
needed credit elsewhere. 

Land Contract (LC)  
Guarantees 

Are you interested in transitioning real 
estate to the next generation?  The Land 
Contact Guarantee Program is available 
to assist in that transition by offering 
options to guarantee the seller’s interest 
in a land sale contract.  This guarantee 
gives existing land owners an additional 
option for selling their farm while also 
providing incentives for sellers to give 
opportunities to beginning, female, or 
minority farmers. 
 
There are two types of guarantees avail-
able: 
 The Standard Guarantee offers pro-

tection against loss for up to 90 per-
cent of the outstanding principal 
balance under the land contract.   

 The Prompt Payment Guarantee 
covers up to three annual install-
ments, plus the cost of any related 
real estate taxes and insurance.   

 
The Land Contract Guarantee Program 
offers another level of protection for the 
seller in case of default by the buy-
er.  Land sales under this program are 
limited to a $500,000 purchase 
price.  FSA’s guarantee is also limited to 
the first ten years of the contract.  The 
contract balance must be amortized for a 
minimum of 20 years, with equal pay-
ments during the term of the guarantee. 
 
For additional information you can read 
the Land Contract Guarantee Program 
Fact Sheet found at www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
 
 
---------- 
Readers are advised that dates for 
FSA programs in Iowa could be coun-
ty-specific.  Please contact your local 
FSA office for detailed information 
pertaining to you operation.   
 
_______ 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, 
employer and lender.  To file a complaint 
of discrimination, write to USDA, Assis-
tant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 
9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or 
call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) 
or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 
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	Loans are available for producers who share in the risk of producing the eligible commodity and maintain beneficial interest in the crop through the duration of the loan.  Beneficial interest means retaining the ability to make decisions about the commodity, responsibility for loss because of damage to the commodity and title to the commodity. Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, it is ineligible for a loan, even if you regain beneficial interest.
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