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Amendment Transmittal 
 

A Reasons for Amendment 
 

Subparagraph 2 B has been amended to clarify the SED responsibilities. 
 
Subparagraph 2 C has been amended to show that letters go to the owner, not the operator. 
 
Subparagraph 26 A has been amended to provide a note that County Offices refer to Exhibits 13 
through 16 for instructions when reviewing FSA-153. 
 
Subparagraph 26 C and Exhibits 13 and 16 have been amended to clarify the importance of 
verifying the correct land use by County Offices. 
 
Subparagraph 28 C has been amended to include when County Offices must mail the case file to 
EPAS, NRAG. 
 
Subparagraph 42 B has been added to provide instructions to County Offices on forwarding 
copies of FSA-153. 
 
Subparagraph 43 D has been amended to include an addition to the note for clarification. 
 
Subparagraph 81 D has been amended to clarify that a current fair market value is needed. 
 
Exhibit 15 has been amended to clarify the differences between reporting a land use change to 
agriculture and a land use change to nonagriculture relating to Items 7A and 7B. 
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Par. 2 
2  Responsibilities (Continued) 
 

A EPAS, NRAG Responsibilities (Continued) 
 

• providing copies of the reports to the State departments of agriculture 
 

• assessing penalties 
 

• coordinating the State and County Office collection of data 
 

• transmitting all collected data from foreign persons to KCFO for: 
 

• entry 
• summary 
• storage 

 
• coordinating and analyzing the collected information for writing the annual report to the 

Senate and Congress 
 

• coordinating the preparation of information for: 
 

• news releases 
 

• radio and television broadcasts through PAS on foreign investment in agricultural 
land 

 
• making completed FSA-153’s available for public inspection 

 
• consulting with OGC to develop action to be taken when COC has determined that 

information was any of the following: 
 

• withheld 
• inaccurate 
• misleading 
• false 

 
• computing the penalty for: 

 
• FSA-153’s filed late 
• FSA-153’s containing misleading or false information 
• withheld information. 
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Par. 2 
2  Responsibilities (Continued) 
 

B SED Responsibilities 
 

 *--SED is responsible for ensuring that the following responsibilities are accomplished:--* 
 

• publicizing requirements according to paragraph 9 
 
• ensuring that CED’s promptly review and transmit FSA-153’s directly to EPAS, NRAG 
 
• conducting County Office internal reviews annually using FSA-129 according to 

Exhibit 6. 
 

C COC Responsibilities 
 

COC is responsible for reviewing all agricultural land ownership changes annually and  
 *--providing FSA-152-1, FSA-153, and a letter of explanation to the owner of each farm--* 

COC determines to have foreign ownership interest. 
 

Notes: See Exhibit 7 for FSA-152-1 and subparagraph 44 B for the letter of explanation. 
 

  FSA-153 is also available on the Internet under “eForms” at www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 
  D CED Responsibilities 
 
   CED is responsible for: 
 

• publicizing the reporting requirements (paragraph 9 and Exhibits 7 and 8) 
 

• receiving, reviewing reporting forms, obtaining data to correct reporting forms with 
missing or erroneous data, and transmitting submitted FSA-153’s to EPAS, NRAG 

 
• maintaining a file of ASCS-153’s and FSA-153’s 

 
• sending a letter, similar to the one in subparagraph E, to all foreign investors for whom 

ASCS-153 or FSA-153 is in the active file, as a reminder of the AFIDA reporting 
requirements 

 
• assisting foreign persons to make land use determinations 

 
• responding to a request for information from EPAS, NRAG. 

 
Note: See subparagraph 81 D for an example of a Verification of Data on FSA-153 

Memorandum. 
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Par. 25 
25  County Office Initial Processing of FSA-153 
 
  A County Office Notification 
 

Date stamp and initial FSA-153 in the empty area on the same day it is received. 
 
  B County Jurisdiction 
 

A County Office that is not administratively responsible, but is the county where the land is 
located, shall make 1 copy of FSA-153 for its file and forward the following 2 copies to the 
County Office that is administratively responsible: 

 
• original copy 
• 1 copy. 

 
26  County Office Review 
 
  A Review Procedure 
 

COC shall direct CED to review all FSA-153’s received from foreign persons or their 
representatives to determine whether: 
 
• FSA-153’s are complete 

 
• FSA-153’s contain misleading, inaccurate, or false information 

 
• individual persons listed on the reverse of FSA-153’s or attached sheets have disclosed 

their citizenship and legal address. 
 

 *--Note: See Exhibits 13 through 16 for instructions when reviewing FSA-153’s.--* 
 
  B Checklist for FSA-153 Report Items 
 

These items must be reported on FSA-153 for the reporting categories listed.  The person 
filing shall sign and date FSA-153. 

 

Item 
Landholding 

or Acquisition Disposition 

Land Use 
Change to 

Agriculture 

Land Use 
Change to 

Nonagriculture 

Ownership 
That Becomes 

Foreign 
1 X X X X X 
2 X X X X X 

3 A-C X X X X X 
3 D 1 and 

3 D 1 a or 3 
D 2 or 

3 D 3 a, b, 
c, and d 

X X X X X 

3 E 1, 2, 
and 3 

 X    
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Par. 26 
26  County Office Review (Continued) 
 
  B Checklist for FSA-153 Report Items (Continued) 
 

 
 

Item 

Landholding 
or 

Acquisition 

 
 

Disposition 

Land Use 
Change to 

Agriculture 

Land Use 
Change to 

Nonagriculture 

Ownership 
That Becomes 

Foreign 
4 If appropriate 
5 X X X X X 
6 X X X X X 

7 A X 
(depends on 

how acquired) 

X    

7 B X 
(depends on 

how required) 

X X X X 

7 C X X X X X 
7 D X     
8 X X X X X 
9 X X X X X 

10 X  X  X 
11 X  X  X 
12 X  X  X 
13      
14 X X X X X 

 
  C Common Errors in Completing FSA-153 
 

The following is a list of common errors made by foreign investors in completing FSA-153.  
In checking the forms for correctness, use the following table as a guide to assist in the 
process. 

 
Item Instructions 

1 Only 1 per form to be reported. 
2 Item 2 C must equal item 9 F. 

3 A Enter only the titleholder’s name, not the shareholder’s name. 
3 C The address must disclose the actual complete residence address, or for an 

organization, the legal address. 
3 D Must pick 1 of the owner types listed. 

3 D 3 If any items 3 D 3 a 1) through 7) are checked, the foreign investor must 
complete items 3 D 3 b and 3 D 3 c of the title owner (item 3 A). 
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Par. 26 
26  County Office Review (Continued) 
 
  C Common Errors in Completing FSA-153 (Continued) 
 

Item Instructions 
3 D 3 d See Exhibit 11 for a list of examples and explanations of the possible tiers of 

ownership.  The tiers of ownership must complete legal addresses, 
citizenship, and country of incorporation.  If the interest holder is an: 
 
• individual, the legal name, address, and country of citizenship must be 

reported 
 
• organization, the legal name, address, county of incorporation, and 

principal place of business must be listed. 
5 If item 5 B is checked, a percentage must be listed.  Separate FSA-153’s 

must be completed for each percentage of interest. 
6 Complete as follows: 

 
• if item 6 A is checked, items 7 A and 7 C must be completed 
 
• if item 6 B is checked, items 7 A, 7 C, and 7 D must be completed 
 
• if items 6 C, 6 D, and 6 E are checked, items 7 B and 7 C must be 

completed 
 
• if a situation has an American organization becoming foreign, item 6 F 

must be checked and items 7 B and 7 C must be completed. 
8 When a foreign entity acquires stock in the owner of the land, the date the 

stock was acquired is the date that must be listed in item 8. 
9 Items listed must be reported in acres.   

 
*--Note:  It is important that the correct land use in acres is reported 

according to the definition of agricultural land (see Exhibit 2).--*   
 
Item 9 F must equal item 2 C. 

9 E This is land that is currently being used as nonagricultural, but was used for 
agricultural purposes within the last 5 years. 

11 The producer is the entity or person using the land.  If item 11 A 3 is 
checked, item 11 B must be completed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1-27-06 1-AFIDA (Rev. 2) Amend. 2 Page 3-7 



Par. 26 
26  County Office Review (Continued) 
 
  D Instructions for Reviewing FSA-153, Item 1 C 
 

The following instructions are for reviewing FSA-153, item 1 C, “Land Disposition”. 
 

Item Instructions 
1 When item 1 C is checked, the following need to be checked for accuracy. 

 
• The foreign investor needs to complete item 3 E to show if the buyer will 

need to file. 
 
• When a land disposition report is completed, item 7 A must contain the 

original price paid for that specific parcel of land paid by the seller at the 
time of acquisition. 

 
• When completing a land disposition, the seller must reference the 

acquisition report to determine whether item 7 A or 7 B was completed.  
Once it is determined whether item 7 A or 7 B was completed on the 
acquisition, then that determines whether item 7 A or 7 B will be filled 
out on the disposition. 

 
• Item 7 B is the original estimated value of the land at the time of 

acquisition by the seller. 
 

• Item 7 C is the selling price of the tract or parcel of land. 
8 The date the land was transferred is the date that must be listed in item 8. 
9 The foreign investor needs to reference the land use of the acquisition before 

completing item 9.  Land use in the acquisition must match the land use in 
the disposition. 

10, 11, and 
12 

Not applicable for dispositions.  ENTER “N/A” in the space. 
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Par. 27 
27  Handling Properly Completed Original FSA-153’s 
 
  A Destination of Original Documents in Case File 
 

Send the case file to EPAS, NRAG according to paragraph 28.  Include the following 
information in the case file: 
 
• the original, 1 copy, and any amended FSA-153’s 
• copies of all correspondence 
• any supporting evidence submitted by the foreign person. 

 
  B Contents of County Office Case File 
 

File the following in a County Office case file: 
 
• 1 copy of FSA-153 
• copies of any supporting documents and correspondence. 

 
  C State Office Policy 
 

Send copies of FSA-153’s to the State Office if required by STC policy. 
 
28  County Office Transmitting FSA-153’s and Supporting Documents 
 
  A Assembling Case File 
 

Assemble each FSA-153 with supporting documents and fasten securely. 
 
  B Preparing to Transmit Case File 
 

Attach all FSA-153’s together in a group. 
 
  C Mailing Case File 
 

 *--Mail the original and 1 copy of FSA-153 by COB on the day after receipt.--* 
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Par. 28 
28  County Office Transmitting FSA-153’s and Supporting Documents (Continued) 
 
  D Where to Send Case File 
 

Send all reports in a single envelope to the following address. 
 
    USDA FSA EPAS NRAG 
    STOP 0531 
    1400 INDEPENDENCE AVE SW 
    WASHINGTON DC 20250-0531 
 
  E State Office Policy 
 

Send copies of FSA-153’s and supporting documents to the State Office according to STC 
instructions. 

 
29-40 (Reserved) 
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  Par. 42 
42  Handling Original FSA-153’s That Have Misleading, Incorrect, or False Information 
 
  A Process for Notifying Foreign Person 
 

If it is determined that FSA-153 contains misleading, incorrect, or false information, notify 
the foreign person and include the following with the notice: 
 
• list of items considered to contain misleading, incorrect, or false information 

 
• blank FSA-153 marked “Amended Report” for the foreign person or a representative to 

complete 
 

• deadline for reply, which shall be no more than 30 calendar days from the date of the 
notice. 

 
 *--B Forwarding Copies of FSA-153 and Action Taken 
 

After notifying the foreign person according to subparagraph A, send the following to EPAS, 
NRAG: 
 
• original and 1 copy of FSA-153 according to paragraph 28 
• memorandum stating the action taken to obtain the correct information.--* 

 
C Time Limit and Contents in Forwarding Case File 

 
If the request for information cannot be resolved within 45 calendar days from the date of 
notification, send the following to EPAS, NRAG: 
 
• original and 1 copy of FSA-153 according to paragraph 28 
• copies of all supporting documents including notification 
• memorandum summarizing the problems. 
 
Note: Make a copy of the original FSA-153 for the County Office file. 

 
  D Processing Additional Information 
 

If additional information is received from the foreign person, do the following: 
 
• identify it as an amendment to the information originally filed 
• retain a copy for the County Office file 
• forward the amendment to EPAS, NRAG with a transmittal memorandum. 
 
Note: Include any comments pertinent to the case. 
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  Par. 43 
43  Circumstances Requiring Reporting by Letter 
 
  A Changes in Legal Addresses of 1st, 2nd, or 3rd Tier Ownership 
 

If the legal address of the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd tier owner changes, the foreign entity shall submit a 
written notification of the change.  Include the following information: 
 
• landowner’s legal name 
• State and county where the land is located 
• date of the change 
• address change of the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd tier owner. 

 
  B 2nd and 3rd Tier Ownership Changes of a Foreign Landholder 
 

Foreign entities owning agricultural land shall submit a letter reporting changes to the status 
of ownership in their 2nd and 3rd tiers.  Include the following information: 
 
• landowner’s legal name 
• State and county where the land is located 
• date of the change 
• legal name, address, and country of the new 2nd or 3rd owner 
• explanation of the change. 
 
Note: Send the notification of the change to the address in subparagraph 28 D. 

 
  C Person Ceases To Be Foreign 
 

If a person owning agricultural land ceases to be foreign, the person shall do either of the 
following: 
 
• submit the following: 
 

• a copy of I-551 according to paragraph 28 
• written notification of the change in status 

 
• bring I-551 to the County Office for verification. 

 
Include the following information: 
 
• individual’s legal name 
• State and county where the land is located 
• number of acres 
• legal description of the land 
• date the person ceased to be foreign. 
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  Par. 43 
43  Circumstances Requiring Reporting by Letter (Continued) 
 
  D Entity Ceases To Be Foreign 
 

If an entity that owns agricultural land ceases to be owned by a foreign person, the entity 
shall submit written notification of the change in status.  Include the following: 
 
• landowner’s legal name 
• State and county where the land is located 
• number of acres 
• legal description of the land 
• date the entity ceased to be foreign 
• explanation of the change in status. 
 

 *--Note: Send the notification of the change to the address in subparagraph 28 D and make a 
copy for the County Office file.--* 

 
  E Time Limit for Reporting Changes by Letter 
 

Foreign persons are required to report the change no later than 90 calendar days after the date 
of the change. 
 
Note: Foreign persons shall submit FSA-153 if there is any change involving the title of the 

land. 
 
44  Agricultural Land Suspected of Being Owned by a Foreign Person 
 

A CED’s Investigate Possible Foreign Persons 
 

If a foreign person is suspected of owning 10 percent or greater interest in the entity owning 
agricultural land and the entity who owns the land does not file FSA-153, consult with the 
county’s tax office or other local sources to determine whether the foreign person owns the 
land.  If any violations of the reporting requirements are found, make copies of any necessary 
documents to support the case file. 
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  Par. 44 
44  Agricultural Land Suspected of Being Owned by a Foreign Person (Continued) 
 

B Example Letter for CED’s Notifying Foreign Person 
 

Notify the suspected foreign agricultural landowner of the reporting obligation according to 
this example letter. 
 

Sec. (Number), Township 
Range 
Acreage 

Name of Owner 
Street Address of Owner 
City, State, and ZIP Code of Owner 
 
Dear (Name of Owner): 
 
Our records suggest that on (date) you acquired an interest in the agricultural land identified above, which may 
be subject to the provisions of the Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) of 1978. 
 
Department of Agriculture regulations, 7 CFR Section 781.1, for AFIDA specify that when a foreign person 
acquires or transfers an interest in U.S. agricultural land, such transactions shall be disclosed to the Secretary 
of Agriculture on FSA-153.  The report must be filed with the Farm Service Agency’s County Office within 
90 calendar days of the date of the transaction. 
 
To assist you in determining whether your land is considered agricultural land, agricultural land is: 
 
• cropland, ranchland, and timberland more than 10 acres in size in the aggregate 
 
• forestland that exceeds 10 acres in size and is at least 10 percent stocked by forest trees of any size, 

including land that formerly had such tree cover and will be naturally or artificially regenerated 
 
• tracts totaling 10 acres or less in the aggregate producing annual gross receipts in excess of $1,000 for the 

sale of the farm, ranch, forestry, or timber products. 
 
Failure to return the completed FSA-153 within 90 calendar days of the date of the transaction may result in a 
penalty of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the interest held in the agricultural land.  FSA-153 is 
considered filed in a timely manner if received at this office within 90 calendar days of the date of the 
transaction. 
 
To assist you, enclosed is a copy of the brochure titled, “Foreign Investors Who Hold Agricultural Land - 
What They Should Know About the Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act of 1978”.  Also, enclosed 
are copies of FSA-153 for your use in complying with AFIDA. 
 
Please submit FSA-153 and direct any questions concerning AFIDA to: 
 

(Contact Person in County Office) 
(FSA County Office) 
(Address of County Office) 
(Telephone Number of County Office) 

Enclosures 
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Par. 81 
81  Verifying FSA-153 Information (Continued) 
 

D Example of Verification of Data on FSA-153 Memorandum 
 

The following is the Verification of Data on FSA-153 Memorandum sent by EPAS, NRAG 
to County Offices to obtain information on filings that are in penalty status. 
*-- 

[FSA Letterhead] 
 
To:    CED, County FSA Office 
From:    Farm Service Agency 
Subject:   Verification of Data on FSA-153 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background  The enclosed FSA-153 was not filed timely. 
     __________________________________________________________ 
 
Information  Please: 
Needed 
     • Confirm or establish when FSA-153 was first received in the County 

Office. 
 
     • Review item 3 to verify the correct mailing address of the foreign 

person, if possible. 
 
     • Determine whether the foreign person is represented locally by an 

attorney, company manager, company representative, or any other 
person who may be considered to have been aware of AFIDA 
reporting requirements.  Explain situation. 

 
     • Review item 7 C and establish a current fair market value of the land 

for agricultural purposes according to 1-AFIDA (Rev. 2), 
subparagraph 81 B.  Explain how COC determined the fair market 
value, for example, by assessing sales of other similar land. 

 
     • Review item 9 to verify the current land use. 
 

• Determine how the land is operated.  For example, is the land 
pastured, timbered, or farmed by the foreign investor or an agent.  
Explain situation. 

--* 
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Par. 81 
81  Verifying FSA-153 Information (Continued) 
 

D Example of Verification of Data on FSA-153 Memorandum (Continued) 
 

2 
CED, County FSA Office 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Information  • Review records to establish whether foreign investor reported 
Needed   voluntarily or whether the County Office had to request information.  
(Continued)  Explain details. 
 
     • Outline any circumstances that may have resulted in FSA-153 not 

being filed timely.  Such circumstances, if any, may reduce any 
penalty assessed. 

     __________________________________________________________ 
 
Action    Return this form with all necessary documentation within 30 calendar 

days of the date of this correspondence to the following. 
 
      USDA FSA EPAS NRAG 
      STOP 0531 
      1400 INDEPENDENCE AVE SW 
      WASHINGTON DC 20250-0531 
     __________________________________________________________ 
 
Enclosure 
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Exhibit 1 
Reports, Forms, Abbreviations, and Redelegations of Authority 
 

Reports 
 

None 
 

Forms 
 

This table lists all forms referenced in this handbook. 
 

Number Title 
Display 

Reference Reference 
FSA-129 Internal Review Checklist for AFIDA Program Ex. 6 2 
FSA-152 Foreign Investors Must Report Agricultural Land 

Ownership to the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Poster 

Ex. 8 9 

FSA-152-1 Foreign Investors Who Hold Agricultural Land 
Brochure 

Ex. 7 
 

2, 9 
 

FSA-153 Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act Report Ex. 13-16 Text, 
Ex. 11 

I-551 Alien Registration Receipt Card 45 21, 43 
 

Abbreviations Not Listed in 1-CM 
 

The following abbreviations are not listed in 1-CM. 
 

Approved 
Abbreviation Term Reference 

EPAS Economic and Policy Analysis Staff Text 
NRAG Natural Resources Analyses Group, EPAS Text 

 
Redelegations of Authority 

 
None 
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Exhibit 13 
(Par. 23) 

FSA-153 for Acquisition or Holding 
 
 A Instructions for Completing FSA-153 
 

Use the following instructions to prepare FSA-153 for an acquisition or holding. 
 

Item Instructions 
1 The appropriate action must be checked.  Check 1 item only.  Separate 

FSA-153’s must be used for each activity. 
2 A, B, C, and D Legal descriptions can be lengthy.  Assign tract or farm numbers when 

available.  Entries must be made in these items for all reports filed. 
3 A, B, and C Entries in these items identify the person with title to the land. 

 
• Item 3 B is not required for reporting purposes (7 CFR Part 781) and is 

used for identification purposes only.  Other FSA programs may 
require this number. 

 
• Item 3 C must have a complete and legal address of the owner of the 

land. 
3 D 1 and 3 D 1 a Entry must be made in this item when the owner is an individual, husband, 

or wife.  Citizenship must be given. 
3 D 2 Country of the government that owns the land must be entered.  Entry in 

this item is only completed when the person with title to the land is a 
government. 

3 D 3 a Report the type of organization when owner is not an individual or 
government.  When the land is owned by an organization, the name, 
address, and citizenship of all other foreign persons holding interest (see 
paragraph 20 and Exhibit 2) in the organization must be disclosed on the 
reverse of FSA-153 or on an additional sheet. 

3 D 3 b Report the government or country under whose law the organization (title 
owner) is created when the owner is an organization. 
 
Example: Switzerland or United States. 

3 D 3 c Report the principal place of business when the owner is an organization. 
 
Example: Zurich or Houston. 

3 D 3 d Report all foreign persons who individually or in the aggregate hold 
significant interest or substantial control when the owner is an 
organization.  See paragraph 20 and Exhibits 2 and 11. 
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Exhibit 13 
(Par. 23) 

FSA-153 for Acquisition or Holding (Continued) 
 
 A Instructions for Completing FSA-153 (Continued) 
 

Item Instructions 
3 E 1, 2, and 3 No entry for acquisition or holding.  Use only for disposition. 

4 A, B, C, and D Report the name, address, telephone number, and relationship of the person 
filing for a foreign person, if applicable. 

5 This refers to the type of title held by the owner of the property.   The 
percentage of fee interest partial must be shown in item 5 B if it is a partial 
interest.  Separate FSA-153’s must be completed for each percentage of 
interest. 
 
Note: When reporting a partial interest in the agricultural land, gross 

acreage must be disclosed in items 2 C and 9. 
6 This refers to purchase arrangements when reporting a holding or 

acquisition. 
7 A The purchase price is reported for a landholding or acquisition. 
7 B The nonpurchase, estimated value at the time of acquisition is reported when 

the land was acquired through other means than a purchase. 
 
Example: Estimated value at the time of inheritance. 

7 C Report the estimated current value of land. 
7 D When reporting an acquisition or holding, report the amount of the purchase 

price in item 7 A remaining to be paid if the land was acquired through a 
credit or installment transaction. 

8 Report the date of acquisition (month, day, and year).  Separate FSA-153’s 
must be completed for each date of acquisition. 

9 An entry must be made in 1 or more categories.  Acreage must be given.   
 
*--Note: It is important that the correct land use in acres is reported 

according to the definition of agricultural land (see Exhibit 2).--*  
 
Item 9 F must agree with item 2 C. 

10 The proper box must be checked when reporting an acquisition or holding. 
11 A The box that describes the operator of the tract of land must be checked 

when reporting an acquisition or holding. 
11 B The rental agreement must be disclosed when the producer is a tenant or 

sharecropper. 
12 An entry must be made in this item when there is a producer and a holding 

or acquisition is reported. 
Reverse side, 

items 1-5 
This page is to assist foreign investor to interpret whether filing is necessary. 
 
Completion of this page is not mandatory for the foreign investor. 
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Exhibit 15 
(Par. 23) 

FSA-153 for Land Use Change to Agriculture and Nonagriculture 
 
 A Instructions for Completing FSA-153 
 

Use the following instructions to prepare FSA-153 to show a land use change to agriculture and 
nonagriculture. 

 
Item Instructions 

1 D or E The appropriate action must be checked.  Check 1 item only--item 1 D or 
1 E  Separate FSA-153’s must be used for each activity. 

2 A, B, C, and D Legal description can be lengthy.  Assign tract or farm numbers when 
available.  Entries must be made in these items for all reports filed. 

3 A, B, or C Entries in these items identify the person with the title to the land. 
 
• Item 3 B is not required for reporting purposes (7 CFR Part 781) and is 

used for identification purposes only.  Other FSA programs may require 
this number. 

 
• Item 3 C must have a complete and legal address of the owner of the 

land. 
3 D 1 and 3 D 1 a Entry must be made when the owner is an individual or husband or wife.  

Citizenship should be given. 
3 D 2 Country of the government that owns the land must be entered.  Entry in 

this item is only completed when the person with title to the land is a 
government. 

3 D 3 a Report the type of organization when owner is not an individual or 
government.   When the land is owned by an organization, the name, 
address, and citizenship of all other foreign persons holding interest (see 
paragraph 20) in the organization must be disclosed on the reverse of 
FSA-153 or on an additional sheet. 

3 D 3 b Report the government or country under whose law the organization is 
created for the title owner. 
 
Example: Switzerland or United States. 

3 D 3 c Report the principal place of business of the title owner. 
 
Example: Zurich or Houston. 

3 D 3 d Report all foreign persons who individually or in the aggregate hold 
significant interest or substantial control.  See paragraph 20 and Exhibits 2 
and 11. 

3 E No entry is required when reporting activity in item 1 D or 1 E. 
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Exhibit 15 
(Par. 23) 

FSA-153 for Land Use Change to Agriculture and Nonagriculture (Continued) 
 
 A Instructions for Completing FSA-153 (Continued) 
 

Item Instructions 
4 Report the name, address, telephone number, and relationship of the person 

filing for a foreign person, if applicable. 
5 This refers to the type of title held by the owner of the property.  The percentage 

of fee interest partial must be shown in item 5 B.  Separate FSA-153’s must be 
completed for each percentage of interest. 
 
Note: When reporting a partial interest in the agricultural land, gross acreage 

must be disclosed in items 2 C and 9. 
6 This refers to the purchase arrangements of the owner. 

7 A *--No entry when reporting a land use change to agricultural land.  When 
reporting a land use change to nonagricultural land, the title owner’s purchase 
price of the land must be disclosed if the land was acquired through a purchase.  
When a portion of the land originally reported as acquired is changed, the owner 
must provide an estimated value of the land at the time of acquisition must be 
reported. 

7 B Report the nonpurchase, estimated value of the land at the time of the change 
when reporting a land use change to agricultural land.  When reporting a land 
use change to nonagricultural land, the title owner must report the nonpurchase 
estimated value at the time of acquisition of the portion being changed, if the 
land was acquired through other means than a purchase.--* 

7 C Report the current estimated value of land when reporting a land use change. 
7 D No entry is made when reporting land use change. 
8 Report the date of the change (month, day, and year). 
9 An entry must be made in 1 or more categories.  Acreage should be given.  

When reporting a land use change to nonagriculture, the use of the land while 
agricultural must be given.  When reporting a land use change to agriculture, 
report the current use of the land. 

10 No entry when reporting a land use change to nonagriculture.  Check the proper 
box when reporting a land use change to agriculture. 

11 Check the box that describes the operator of the tract of land when reporting a 
land use change to agriculture.  No entry when reporting a land use change to 
nonagriculture. 

12 Entry must be made when reporting a land use change to agriculture. 
Reverse side, 

items 1-5 
This page is to assist foreign investor to interpret whether filing is necessary. 
 
Completion of this page is not mandatory for the foreign investor. 
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Exhibit 15 
(Par. 23) 

FSA-153 for Land Use Change to Agriculture and Nonagriculture (Continued) 
 
 C Example of Completed FSA-153 for Land Use Change to Non-Agriculture 
 
  Following is a completed FSA-153 for land use change to non-agriculture. 

*-- 

 
--* 
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Exhibit 15 
(Par. 23) 

FSA-153 for Land Use Change to Agriculture and Nonagriculture (Continued) 
 
 C Example of Completed FSA-153 for Land Use Change to Non-Agriculture (Continued) 
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Exhibit 16 
(Par. 23) 

FSA-153 for the Owner of the Land Becoming a Foreign Person 
 
 A Instructions for Completing FSA-153 
 

Use the following instructions for preparing FSA-153 for the owner of the land becoming a 
foreign person. 

 
Item Instructions 

1 Check item 1 B. 
2 A, B, C, and D Legal descriptions can be lengthy.  Assign tract or farm numbers when 

available.  Entries must be made in these items for all reports filed. 
3 A, B, and C Entries in these items identify the person with the title to the land. 

 
• Item 3 B is not required for reporting purposes (7 CFR Part 781) and is 

used for identification purposes only.  Other FSA programs may require 
this number. 

 
• Item 3 C must have a complete and legal address of the owner of the 

land. 
3 D 1 No entry for this type of report. 
3 D 2 No entry for this type of report. 

3 D 3 a Report the type of organization.  When the land is owned by an organization, 
the name, address, and citizenship of all other foreign persons holding 
interest (see paragraph 20) in the organization must be disclosed on the 
reverse of FSA-153 or on an additional sheet. 

3 D 3 b Report the government or country under whose law the organization (title 
owner) is created. 
 
Example: Switzerland or United States. 

3 D 3 c Report the principal place of business of the organization with title to the 
land. 
 
Example: Zurich or Houston. 

3 D 3 d Report all foreign persons who individually or in the aggregate hold 
significant interest or substantial control.  See paragraph 20 and Exhibits 2 
and 11. 

3 E No entry for this type of report. 
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Exhibit 16 
(Par. 23) 

FSA-153 for the Owner of the Land Becoming a Foreign Person (Continued) 
 
 A Instructions for Completing FSA-153 (Continued) 
 

Item Instructions 
4 A, B, C, and D Report the name, address, telephone number, and relationship of the person 

filing for a foreign person, if applicable. 
5 This refers to the type of title acquired by the owner of the property.  The 

percentage of fee interest partial must be shown in item 5 B.  Separate FSA-
153’s must be completed for each percentage of interest. 
 
Note: When reporting a partial interest in the agricultural land, gross 

acreage must be disclosed in items 2 C and 9. 
6 When reporting the owner became a foreign person, enter that information in 

item 6 F. 
7 A No entry when reporting the owner became a foreign person. 
7 B Report the nonpurchase, estimated value at the time of acquisition.  This item 

must contain estimated value of the land at the time the owner became a 
foreign person. 

7 C Report the current estimated value of land. 
7 D No entry for this type of report. 

8 Report the date the owner became a foreign person (month, day, and year). 
9 An entry must be made in 1 or more categories.  Acreage must be given.   

 
*--Note: It is important that the correct land use in acres be reported 

according to the definition of agricultural land (see Exhibit 2).--* 
 
Item 9 F must agree with item 2 C. 

10 Check the proper box. 
11 A Check the box that describes the operator of the tract of land, if applicable. 
11 B The rental agreement must be disclosed when the operator is a tenant or 

sharecropper. 
12 Entry must be made when there is a producer. 

Reverse side, 
items 1-5 

In this situation where the owner of the tract becomes a foreign person, it is 
not necessary for the foreign person to fill out this section. 
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