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Amendment Transmittal 

 

A Reason for Amendment 

 

Exhibit 2 has been amended to update the definition of beginning farmer or rancher as required 

by the 2014 Farm Bill and CCC-860. 
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Exhibit 2 

Definitions of Terms Used in This Handbook 

 

Administrator 

 

An administrator is an individual appointed by the court to administer the assets and liabilities of 

the deceased. 

 

Agent 

 

An agent is an individual authorized by the producer to act for him or her using his or her own 

discretion to transact business for the producer. 

 

Affidavit 

 

An affidavit is a written declaration or statement of facts confirmed by the oath or affirmation of 

the party making the declaration or statement of fact. 

 

Note: It is not an instrument that is used to convey authority upon an individual or entity, which 

is the reason why it was no longer considered as acceptable evidence for signature 

authority as of July 20, 2004.  Affidavits filed after July 18, 2001, must be witnessed by 

an FSA employee or notarized to be considered acceptable. 

 

Authorized User 

 

Authorized user means USDA Service Center employees who have been certified to have 

received sufficient training commensurate with their requested role in the use of SCIMS on  

AD-2017 by their respective agency’s State or County SCIMS Security Officer and have been 

processed through FSA security operations by their respective agency’s State SCIMS Security 

Officer. 

 

Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

 

*--Beginning farmer or rancher means a person or legal entity for which both of the following are 

true for the farmer or rancher: 

 

 has not actively operated and managed a farm or ranch for more than 10 years 

 materially and substantially participates in the operation. 

 

For legal entities to be considered a beginning farmer or rancher, all members must be related by 

blood or marriage, and all members must be beginning farmers or ranchers.--* 

 

Conservator 

 

A conservator is an individual appointed by the court to manage the affairs of an incompetent. 
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Exhibit 2 

Definitions of Terms Used in This Handbook (Continued) 

 

County 

 

The term county means: 

 

 any county, parish, or administrative unit equivalent to a county 

 any price support cooperative approved by the Policy and Procedure Branch, PSD. 

 

Customer Core Data 

 

Customer core data means name and address data that has been determined to be used by at least 

2 of the agencies in the Service Center. 

 

Executor 

 

An executor is an individual named in the deceased’s will to administer assets and liabilities of 

the estate. 

 

Facsimile Signature 

 

A facsimile signature is an approved copy or reproduction of an original signature, such as a 

rubber stamp. 

 

FAXed Signature 

 

A FAXed signature is a signature received on forms and documents through telefacsimile 

transmission through a FAX machine. 

 

Foreign Entity 
 

A foreign entity is a corporation, trust, estate, or other similar organization, that has more than 

10 percent of its beneficial interest held by individuals who are not: 

 

 citizens of the United States 

 lawful aliens possessing a valid Alien Registration Receipt Card (Form I-551 * * *). 

 

Guardian 

 

A guardian is an individual who legally is responsible for the care of a minor, estate, or both. 
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