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Amendment Transmittal 
 

A Reasons for Amendment 
 
Subparagraph 6 B has been amended to clarify routine cases. 
 
Paragraphs 187, 501, 511, 517, 520, 531, and 532 have been amended to include provisions for 
recording production evidence at the tract level. 
 
Subparagraph 187 B has been amended to reference an optional letter to mail to producers to 
collect production certifications. 
 
Paragraph 188 has been amended to reference the new policy and software provisions that 
automatically updates the per acre producer-paid crop insurance premium to “0” (zero). 
 
Subparagraph 332 A has been amended to reference ACRE ACRE payments. 
 
Paragraph 398 has been amended to clarify succession-in-interest policy. 
 
Paragraph 445.5 has been amended to clarify late-filed enrollment policy. 
 
Subparagraph 469 D has been amended to update how to determine available acres for FAV 
planting. 
 
Paragraph 511.5 has been added to provide for modifications to production certifications. 
 
Exhibit 1 has been amended to clarify redelegation for CCC-509’s enrolled after June 1. 
 
Exhibit 4 has been amended to provide the 2011 ACRE Program fact sheet. 
 
Exhibit 9 has been added to provide an example of the optional producer notification letter. 
 
Exhibit 17 has been amended to clarify the CCC-770 DCP contract checklist policy. 
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Par. 6 
6  COC Responsibilities 
 

A Responsibility 
 
COC shall ensure that CED follows provisions in this handbook. 
 

B Redelegation of Authority 
 
COC may redelegate authority to approve CCC-505’s, CCC-509’s, CCC-509ACRE’s, and 
FSA-658’s to CED, in routine cases.  Redelegations of authority to sign for COC shall be in 
writing. 
 
Notes: Routine cases include approval of successor-in-interest cases. 

 
 *--Routine cases do not include any CCC-509’s enrolled after June 1.--* 

 
Delegated authority to approve FSA-658’s is for the 2009 crop year and all future 
years. 
 

C Providing Information 
 
COC shall ensure that producers receive complete and accurate program information about 
DCP and the ACRE Program by providing information through the following: 
 
 program leaflets, newsletters, and print media 
 meetings 
 radio, television, and video. 
 
COC shall ensure that DCP and ACRE Program provisions are publicized timely and that 
outreach efforts are documented, to include information about the following general 
provisions and other important items: 
 
 planting flexibility, including whether the county is designated as a double-cropping 

region 
 
 payment calculations 
 
 limitations and restrictions on FAV and wild rice planting, including acre-for-acre 

payment reduction and violation provisions 
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Par. 6 
6  COC Responsibilities (Continued) 
 

C Providing Information (Continued) 
 
 signature requirement to enroll resulting farms, following a farm reconstitution 
 
 signature requirements for all producers on a farm for designating CCC-509 shares, 

revising CCC-509 for successions-in-interest, and filing AD-1026, CCC-902’s, 
CCC-926, and any other applicable forms 

 
 consequences of not meeting deadlines 
 
 refunding of any unearned partial counter-cyclical payment when actual market prices 

exceed the projected market prices used in determining the partial payment rates. 
 
Note: The * * * Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet and 

Backgrounder (Exhibit 4) may be used to provide some of the information in this 
subparagraph. 
 

D Appeals 
 
COC shall: 
 
 handle appeals according to 1-APP 
 record and document determinations in the COC minutes. 
 

E Documenting Program Determinations 
 
In a timely manner, COC shall ensure thorough documentation of program determinations in 
the COC minutes and include the following: 
 
 all factors considered 
 justification and rationale of all determinations 
 reference to applicable handbook procedures. 
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Par. 176 
176 ACRE (Continued) 
 

B Who Must Sign 
 
[7 CFR 1412.72]  ACRE elections on CCC-509ACRE will not be approved unless all 
producers, including owners, on a farm at time of election have signed the form electing 
the option.  The ACRE election will not be approved before all producers, including 
owners, on a farm have signed the CCC-509ACRE.  A producer’s signature with other 
producers on a CCC-509 enrolled prior to the submission of a CCC-509ACRE will not 
be deemed evidence of the producer’s agreement with those other producers with 
regard to election.  A CCC-509ACRE not having all requisite signatures of producers 
on a farm by the election deadline of the year in which election is made will not be 
considered submitted for the purpose of election and will not be acted on or approved. 
 
In all cases, it is the responsibility of the operator and owners of a farm to obtain and submit 
all necessary signatures of producers on CCC-509ACRE. 
 
COC shall: 
 
 only consider and act on CCC-509ACRE’s that are submitted according to this paragraph 
 
 not act, approve, or disapprove any CCC-509ACRE that does not have signatures of all 

individuals or entities with an interest in the farm, regardless of whether the individual or 
entity has a share interest in any crop being produced or grown on the farm, at the time of 
election. 

 
Example: Bill Smith cash leases Farm 100.  Owner John Doe does not have a share interest 

in any crop or base acres on the farm.  In addition, Mary Jones short-term cash 
subleases 75 acres of forage crop acreage on the farm from Mr. Smith; however, 
Ms. Jones has no interest in either base acres or covered commodities or peanuts 
being grown on the farm. 
 
In this example, Mr. Smith, Mr. Doe, and Ms. Jones each would have to sign 
CCC-509ACRE for a valid election to occur. 
 
Notes: Provided 2-CM requirements are met, a reconstitution could be requested 

and performed to remove Mr. Smith’s leased land from the farm. 
 
Notwithstanding the signature requirements on CCC-509ACRE in this 
example, provided all other requirements are satisfied, such as cash lease 
instead of Mr. Smith’s signature, Mr. Smith may be the only required 
signature on an ACRE Program contract.  See paragraph 394. 
 

 *--An other tenant that is a producer on noncropland acres only is not 
required to sign CCC-509ACRE.--* 
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Par. 176 
176 ACRE (Continued) 
 

C CCC-509ACRE Filing Deadline 
 
Unless an exemption for completing a reconstitution requested by June 1 applies according to 
subparagraph D, the election periods and effective period of elections for ACRE are as 
follows. 
 
IF an election by all producers on the 
farm on CCC-509ACRE is for the 
election period… 

THEN the election is irrevocably effective 
for the farm’s base acres for… 

ending on August 14, 2009 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2012 crop years. 
of August 15, 2009, through June 1, 2010 2010, 2011, and 2012 crop years. 
of June 2, 2010, through June 1, 2011 2011 and 2012 crop years. 
of June 2, 2011, through June 1, 2012 2012 crop year. 

 
D Reconstitution of Farm’s Impact on Election Period for CCC-509ACRE 

 
 *--If a valid FSA-155 is filed by June 1 of the applicable crop year (August 1, 2009, for--* 

2009), farms resulting from that reconstitution shall have until the later of the following: 
 
 June 1 of the applicable crop year (August 14, 2009, for 2009) to submit CCC-509ACRE 

according to subparagraph C 
 
 30 calendar days following notification to resulting farms, operators, and owners of 

completing the reconstitution to submit CCC-509ACRE according to subparagraph C 
without regard to the election not being made before June 1 of the applicable crop year 
(August 14, 2009, for 2009). 

 
Example: A request to divide Farm 100 is filed on July 15, 2009.  The reconstitution results 

in Farms 1001 and 1002.  Notification of completing the reconstitution is issued 
on July 27, 2009.  The operators, owners, and producers on Farms 1001 and 1002 
have 30 calendar days from July 27, 2009, to make a valid ACRE election on 
CCC-509ACRE for the 2009 and subsequent crop years and must enroll the farm 
within 30 calendar days from July 27, 2009.  Any CCC-509ACRE filed after this 
date will be considered an election made in the subsequent election period. 
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Par. 187 
Section 2    ACRE Program Enrollment and Features 

 
187 ACRE Program Requirements and Features 
 

A Overview 
 
See paragraph 394 for procedure about enrollment in the ACRE Program. 
 
Enrollment in the ACRE Program is the second step of a process that first requires a valid 
election on CCC-509ACRE. 
 

B ACRE Program Contract Requirements 
 
Participants enrolling under an ACRE Program contract agree to all the provisions of 
subparagraph 11 B.  In addition, participants agree to: 
 
 accurately record shares of planted and prevented planted acres reported on FSA-578 so 

that producers on the farm receive ACRE payments that are fair and equitable, as 
determined by COC 

 
*--accurately submit a report of production for the farm and tract no later than July 15 in--* 

the year immediately following the crop year of the reported crop acreage, for each 
covered commodity or peanuts for which an acreage report of planted acres greater than 
zero acres was filed. 

 
 *--Notes: See Exhibit 9 for an optional example letter notifying producers of the production 

reporting requirement.--* 
 
Zero production reports are acceptable. 
 
At FSA’s discretion, documentation may be requested to substantiate a production 
report.  Records of production acceptable to FSA may include those specified in: 
 
 crop insurance and NAP records which may include loss records or take actual 

yield from the APH data base 
 
 commercial receipts, settlement sheets, warehouse ledger sheets, or load 

summaries of the crop that were sold or otherwise disposed of through 
commercial channels provided the records are reliable or verifiable as 
determined by FSA 

 
 documentary evidence, such as contemporaneous measurements, truck scale 

tickets, and contemporaneous diaries, as is necessary to verify the information 
provided if the crop has been fed to livestock or otherwise disposed of other 
than through commercial channels, if the records are reliable or verifiable as 
determined by FSA 

 
 loan and LDP records. 
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Par. 187 
187 ACRE Program Requirements and Features (Continued) 
 

C Choosing the Commodity or Commodities for Which the ACRE Program Option Will 
Apply 
 
[7 CFR 1412.72] If the total number of planted and considered planted acres of all 
covered commodities and peanuts on a farm exceeds the total base acres of the farm 
enrolled under a CCC-509, the producers on the farm may choose which commodity or 
commodities the ACRE Program option will apply to under this section. 
 

 *--If the total of the planted and considered planted acres of covered commodities or peanuts on 
a farm are in excess of 120 percent (118 percent in crop year 2012) of the farm’s total base 
acres, all producers may choose the number of each planted or considered planted covered 
commodity and peanuts that may receive an ACRE payment. 
 
Note: Maximum ACRE payment acres are limited by the planted and considered planted 

acres of each covered commodity and peanuts (separated by irrigation status, if 
applicable) multiplied by 83.3 percent (85 percent in crop year 2012). 
 

On CCC-528, producers on the farm may designate the covered commodity or peanuts that 
may receive ACRE payments if planted and considered planted acres exceed the limitations 
designated in this subparagraph.  All producers with a share of the covered commodity or 
peanuts (separated by irrigation status, if applicable) must sign CCC-528.  CCC-528 must be 
completed by the end of the contract period. 
 
If CCC-528 is not signed or if all producers with a share of covered commodities and peanuts 
can not agree on the allocation by the end of the contract period, COC shall allocate the 
ACRE payment acres based on the percentage of P&CP acres of a covered commodity and 
peanuts to the total P&CP acres of covered commodities and peanuts on the farm. 
 
CCC-528 is not required if either of the following applies: 
 
 only 1 crop is planted 
 
 the sum of the P&CP acres of covered commodities and peanuts is less than 120 percent 

(118 percent in crop year 2012) of the total base acres on the farm.--* 
 

D Farm Example When Total Planted Acres on Farm Does not Exceed Total Bases  
 
In the following example, the total planted acres on the farm equal 240 acres, which is 
120 percent of the total base acres on the farm.  
 
 Farm is enrolled in ACRE. 
 300 acres of cropland. 
 100 base acres for corn. 
 100 base acres for soybeans. 
 Farm plants 150 acres on corn and 90 acres of beans. 
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Par. 188 
188 Per Acre Producer-Paid Crop Insurance Premium 
 

A Requirement for Reporting Per Acre Producer-Paid Crop Insurance Premium 
 
[7 CFR 1412.76] The farm ACRE benchmark revenue for the crop year for a covered 
commodity or peanuts will equal the sum obtained by adding: 
 
(1) The amount determined by multiplying: 

 
(i) The average yield per planted acre for the covered commodity or peanuts of the 

producers on the farm for the most recent 5 crop years, excluding each of the 
crop years with the highest and lowest yields and 

 
(ii) The ACRE program guarantee price for the applicable crop year for the covered 

commodity or peanuts in a State 
 

(2) The amount of the per acre crop insurance premium required to be paid by the 
producers on the farm for the applicable crop year for the covered commodity or 
peanuts on the farm. 

 
Producers are not required to purchase crop insurance to participate in ACRE; however, if a 
producer does have crop insurance with a premium-based insurance policy, value is added to 
the farm ACRE benchmark revenue that increases the likelihood that a farm will trigger. 
 
The farm ACRE guarantee calculation requires that producers report their per acre 
producer-paid crop insurance premium.  Collect this information on CCC-538.  The amount 
of the premium recorded on CCC-538 shall not include the State or Federal subsidized 
portion of the premium. 
 
There is no timeframe for completing CCC-538; however, payments will not be calculated 
until the information is provided to the County Office and CCC-538 is complete. 
 
If a State trigger is not met for a specific covered commodity or peanuts, the producer-paid 
crop insurance premium for that covered commodity or peanuts does not need to be provided  

 *--by the producer.  The insurance software will default to zero, however, County Offices will 
need to enter signature types according to 2-DCP. 
 
All producers who share in an ACRE crop on FSA-578 must have an entry in the crop 
insurance system before an approval date can be entered in that system.--* 
 
All designated crops must have insurance premium data loaded into the system before an 
approval date can be entered.   
 
* * * 
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Par. 188 
*--188 Per Acre Producer-Paid Crop Insurance Premium (Continued) 
 

B Completing CCC-538 
 
Complete CCC-538 according to the following table. 
 

Item Instructions 
1A Enter the County Office name and address. 
1B Enter the County Office telephone number. 

 
Note: This is an optional entry. 

2 Enter the applicable crop year. 
3 Enter the applicable State code. 
4 Enter the applicable county code. 
5 Enter the applicable farm number. 
6 Enter the applicable covered commodity or peanuts and the practice that the 

producer is reporting the per acre producer-paid crop insurance premium. 
7 Enter the producer’s name who is reporting the per acre producer-paid crop 

insurance premium. 
8 Enter the producer’s premium per acre. 

9A Each producer identified in item 7 shall sign. 
9B If the individual signing in item 9A is signing in a representative capacity for the 

participant, a title/relationship shall be listed.  If the individual in item 9A is the 
signatory, then no entry is required. 

9C Enter the date the producer or person signing in a representative capacity completes 
CCC-538. 

10A The County Office employee accepting the completed CCC-538 shall sign. 
 
Note: The employee shall not sign until CCC-538 is complete. 

10B Enter the title of the County Office employee accepting the completed CCC-538. 
10C Enter the date the County Office employee accepted the completed CCC-538. 

--* 
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Par. 188 
188 Per Acre Producer-Paid Crop Insurance Premium (Continued) 
 

D Collection of Data 
 
The collection of the per acre producer-paid crop insurance premium may be provided 
through RMA or received directly from the producer.  If the producer-paid crop insurance 
premium amount is: 
 
 furnished by the producer, then a signature is required on CCC-538 
 
 collected through CIMS, then no signature is required on CCC-538 

 
* * * 
 

 entered as a zero, then no signature is required on CCC-538 and a paper copy of 
CCC-538 is not required to be retained. 
 

 *--Note: A signature date and/or type will be required by the insurance software.  See 2-DCP 
for loading insurance premium information.--* 
 

Premium data should be collected from insurance policies that require a premium, not 
fee-based insurance policies, such as a catastrophic risk protection plan of insurance or NAP.  
The following are the 3 examples of premium-based insurance policies: 
 
 multi-peril crop insurance 
 group risk plan 
 crop revenue coverage. 
 
Care should be given to information provided by producers, in that, normally RMA reports 
premiums per unit and not per FSN.  County Offices may have to calculate the premium on 
the applicable FSN before calculating the per acre producer-paid crop insurance premium. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-9-11       1-DCP (Rev. 3) Amend. 12 Page 4-35 



Par. 188 
188 Per Acre Producer-Paid Crop Insurance Premium (Continued) 
 

E Calculating the Per Acre Producer-Paid Crop Insurance Premium 
 
Calculate the per acre producer-paid crop insurance premium based on the premium paid by 
a producer on a farm divided by the number of FSA acres in which the producer has an 
interest. 
 
Example: The following farm data applies: 

 
 Producer A has an interest in 75 acres of barley and does not have any form of 

crop insurance 
 
 Producer B has an interest in 100 acres of barley and has an insurance 

premium totaling $600 for the farm 
 
 Producer C has an interest in the same 100 acres of barley as Producer B and 

has an insurance premium totaling $200 for the farm. 
 
Note: CCC-538 shall be completed to show that: 

 
 Producer A’s premium per acre is $0 
 Producer B’s premium per acre is $6 
 Producer C’s premium per acre is $2.--* 

 
189-195 (Reserved) 
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Par. 331 
Part 6    Annual Enrollment 

 
Section 1    General Information 

 
331 Annual Enrollment Period 
 

A Enrollment Dates 
 
Enrollment in either DCP or ACRE is on an annual basis.  The enrollment period for DCP for 
FY 2009 began December 23, 2008, and ends August 14, 2009.  The 2009 ACRE Program 
enrollment begins April 27, 2009, and ends August 14, 2009. 
 
ACRE Program enrollment occurs after election of ACRE.  See paragraph 176 for ACRE. 
 

B Farms With CRP-1 
 
Farms with CRP-1’s that expire, are voluntarily terminated, or early released after 
September 30, 2008, and before October 1, 2012, may enter into or expand CCC-509 to the 
extent: 
 
 CAB’s reduced under CRP-15 were released 
 PFC acreage was reduced on CCC-505 
 base acres were reduced on CCC-505. 
 
Note: See subparagraph 67 C for adjustments to base acres and yields because of CRP-1 

that expires, is voluntarily terminated, or is early released.  See 3-CM for updating the 
farm maintenance system. 
 

C Reconstitution of Enrolled Farms 
 
Farms enrolled during the prescribed annual enrollment period are no longer considered to be 
enrolled following a farm reconstitution.  Farms resulting from a reconstitution are not 
deemed to have CCC-509 and, therefore, may not earn benefits associated with DCP or the 
ACRE Program unless timely enrolled in DCP or the ACRE Program. 
 
See paragraph 333 for enrollment of reconstituted farms. 
 
Note: ACRE elections are irrevocable and continue to apply following reconstitutions. 
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Par. 332 
332 Overview of CCC-509  
 

A CCC-509 
 
CCC-509 includes the following for each covered commodity and peanuts on the farm: 
 
 base acres, direct payment acres, direct payment yields, and counter-cyclical payment 

yields, if applicable 
 
 producer payment shares for direct and, if applicable, counter-cyclical  
 
 advance direct and counter-cyclical payment selections, as applicable 

 
Note: Although advance direct payments are available under an ACRE Program  

 *--contract, there are no advance ACRE ACRE payments. 
 

 signatures of the producer and CCC representative. 
 
CCC-509 is available at http://fsaintranet.sc.egov.usda.gov/fsa/.--* 
 
The following provides which version of CCC-509 is acceptable for each contract year. 
 

IF contract year is… THEN the acceptable version of CCC-509 is… 
2008 “06-20-08”. 
2009  “04-16-09” 

 “11-14-08”. 
2010  “10-01-09” 

 “04-27-10”. 
2011  “04-27-10” 

 “10-06-10”. 
2012 A revision is forthcoming to remove advance direct payment options. 

 
For ACRE Program contracts, CCC-509 will also reflect those potentially eligible for ACRE 
payments even though the producer may not have a share of base acres.  See 
paragraphs 187, 209, and 397. 
 

B CCC-509 Instructions 
 
Complete CCC-509 according to the following. 
 

Item Instruction 
1 Enter the applicable program year. 

 
Note: This will be prefilled if generated in DCP/ACRE software. 

2 Enter the State code for the farm serial number in item 4. 
 
Note: This will be prefilled if generated in DCP/ACRE software. 

3 Enter the county code for the farm serial number in item 4. 
 
Note: This will be prefilled if generated in DCP/ACRE software. 
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Par. 333 
333 Enrollment and Election Options on Reconstituted Farms 
 

A Authorized Reconstitutions 
 
Subject to the provisions of subparagraph B, the following reconstitutions are allowed, if  

 *--FSA-155 is made before August 1 of the effective FY and all payments for the parent farm--* 
or farms made during the current FY, if applicable, have been refunded (or receivables have 
been established for unearned payments): 
 
 divisions of all farms 
 farm combinations in limited situations. 
 
Notes: Parent farms having a valid CCC-509ACRE cannot be combined with farms not 

having a valid CCC-509ACRE for the same effective year of election. 
 
The validity of an election on CCC-509ACRE’s is not impacted by reconstitution.  
Valid elections on CCC-509ACRE shall continue to be recognized following 
reconstitution. 
 
CCC-509’s may only be withdrawn according to paragraph 14. 
 
Farms participating in PTPP that are subsequently reconstituted shall follow 
subparagraph B. 
 
See subparagraph 445.5 C for late-file enrollment provisions for 2010 and subsequent 
crop years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-9-11       1-DCP (Rev. 3) Amend. 12 Page 6-3 



Par. 333 
333 Enrollment and Election Options on Reconstituted Farms (Continued) 
 

B Enrollment and Election Eligibility and Options Following Reconstitutions 
 
This table discusses enrollment and election eligibility options following reconstitutions. 
 

IF… 

THEN by the end of enrollment for the contract period or 
30 calendar days following issuance of the notification of the 
completion of the reconstitution… 

the parent farms 
of a reconstitution 
are enrolled under 
a DCP or ACRE 
Program contract 

resulting farms may likewise be enrolled in a DCP or ACRE Program 
contract, as applicable. 
 
Notes: Notification issued to the operator of record constitutes notice to 

all producers (operator, owner, and other producers) on the farm 
regardless of whether copies of the notice are actually sent to all 
producers. 
 
A valid CCC-509ACRE must be effective and apply to a farm 
before an ACRE Program contract can be enrolled. 

a valid CCC-
509ACRE exists 
for the parent farm 

CCC-509ACRE shall continue to apply to all farms resulting from the 
reconstitution.  See subparagraph C. 
 
Note: Valid elections on CCC-509ACRE are not impacted by 

reconstitutions. 
a reconstitution 
request is filed 
according to 
2-CM by June 1 
(August 1, 2009 
for 2009) 

farms resulting from the reconstitution may: 
 
 if a valid CCC-509ACRE had not been filed for the parent farm, 

file CCC-509ACRE and have CCC-509ACRE considered effective 
for the same period that would have applied if CCC-509ACRE 
were filed on the date of filing of the reconstitution request 

 
 *--Example: A reconstitution request is filed on May 20, 2010.  

Producers on a farm resulting from that reconstitution 
that want to elect ACRE for 2010, must submit 
CCC-509ACRE for the 2010 and subsequent FY’s by 
the later of June 1 of the--* contract period or 
30 calendar days following issuance of the notification 
of the completion of the reconstitution.  If such election 
is made, a copy of the notification of completion of the 
reconstitution and copy of reconstitution request shall be 
attached to CCC-509ACRE. 

 
 *--Note: Late-file enrollment provisions of subparagraph 445.5 C do 

not apply to election.--* 
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Par. 398 
398 Succession-in-Interest 
 

A Basic Rule 
 
[7 CFR 1412.41]  A transfer or change in the interest of an owner or producer in the 
farm or in acreage on the farm subject to a DCP or ACRE Program contract will result 
in the termination of the contract, and a refund of all direct, counter-cyclical, and 
ACRE payments, as applicable, issued for the farm.  The contract termination will be 
effective on the date of the transfer or change.  Successors to the interest in the farm or 
crops on the farm subject to the contract may enroll the farm in a new DCP or ACRE 
Program contract and assume all obligations under the contract, only after all 
payments previously issued for the farm have been refunded to CCC. 
 
After CCC-509 is approved, any of the following changes may occur and be considered a 
basis for successions-in-interest: 
 
 a transfer or change in the interest of a producer on the farm 
 sale of land 
 foreclosure, bankruptcy, or involuntary loss of the farm 
 change in participant shares to reflect changes in shares originally approved on CCC-509. 
 
Notes: Successors are not eligible for payments in any FY in which they do not meet the 

provisions of paragraphs 12 and 352. 
 
See paragraph 400 if a participant who is entitled to a payment dies, becomes 
incompetent, or disappears. 
 

Exception: Producers who have no share of base acres and who do not appear on an 
ACRE Program contract may be permitted to sign an ACRE Program contract 
for their FSA-578 share interest in covered commodities or peanuts on a farm 
according to paragraphs 207 and 397.  Such action shall not be considered a 
succession-in-interest. 
 

B Farm Reconstitutions 
 
[7 CFR 1412.41]  In the event a farm reconstitution is completed of a properly enrolled 
farm or farms in accordance with 7 CFR part 718, FSA will issue notices to the 
operator and owners of record on a farm that all producers with an interest in the base 
acres on the farm must sign a new DCP or ACRE Program contract and provide 
supporting documentation such as leases and other contractual supportive documents 
not later than September 30 of the fiscal year direct, counter-cyclical, or ACRE 
payments are requested, or 30 days after receiving written notification by the county 
committee indicating the reconstitution is completed.  It is the responsibility of the 
operator and owners on a farm that producers with an interest in base acres are 
notified of the reconstitution and requirement for a new contract.  If all producers have 
not signed the new DCP or ACRE Program contract by September 30, no producers on 
the contract will be eligible for a direct, counter-cyclical payment, or ACRE payments 
for that farm for the year the contract was terminated. 
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Par. 398 
398 Succession-in-Interest (Continued) 
 

B Farm Reconstitutions (Continued) 
 

 *--The provision of this regulation applies only if enrollment of the parent farm was filed by 
June 1 and FSA-155 is completed by August 1 of the applicable year.  See paragraph 333. 
 

C Deadline for Notification of Succession 
 
After CCC-509 has been approved, the farm operator, producer, owner, or participant must 
inform COC of changes in interest by: 
 
 August 1 of the applicable year, if the change requires a reconstitution (paragraph 333) 
 September 30, if the change does not require a reconstitution.--* 

 
Note: It is important that producers understand that if a succession CCC-509 is 

generated, all necessary signatures must be entered on the succession CCC-509 or 
the farm will not be considered enrolled.  Producers should not wait until the end 
of an enrollment or contract period to report changes.  Failure to report changes 
timely and enter all necessary signatures is a responsibility of those participating 
on CCC-509.  It is not FSA’s responsibility to obtain signatures. 
 

If a change occurs requiring a succession to CCC-509, but CCC-509 is not revised and 
signed by all producers sharing in the revised CCC-509 by the end of the contract period: 
 
 none of the predecessors or potential successors are eligible for the applicable year 

payments on the farm 
 
 all payments under the contract must be refunded. 
 
Notes: See subparagraph G for assessing refunds. 

 
The requirement for a reaffirmed CCC-509 by all producers, whether or not the 
producer’s specific interest or share itself was impacted by succession, is the same as 
that which is specified in paragraph 397. 
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Par. 398 
398 Succession-in-Interest (Continued) 
 

D Signatures on New CCC-509 
 
Participants having an interest in CCC-509 impacted by a succession-in-interest, only if that 
specific participant’s share changed, must sign a revised CCC-509 no later than  

 *--September 30 of the applicable year.--* 
 

Note: See subparagraph 445.5 C for late-file enrollment provisions applicable to 2010 and 
subsequent crop years. 

 
* * * 
 
Before approving the revised CCC-509 for payment, COC’s shall ensure that: 
 
 all shares represented on CCC-509 have a valid signature on CCC-509 
 
 payments have been refunded or debt collection activities have been initiated for the 

predecessor according to subparagraphs E and F. 
 
Attach a copy of the original CCC-509 to the succession-in-interest CCC-509. 
 
Reminder: The failure of participants to sign revised CCC-509’s will result in a loss of 

payments to all producers (predecessors and successors) on the farm. 
 

E Payment Issued, Full Succession 
 
Participants who received payments on a farm and subsequently fail to meet the definition of 
a producer on the farm for the applicable contract year shall refund the payments.  Debt 
collection activities shall be initiated immediately upon loss of interest by the predecessor. 
 
Note: A refund is required, including cases where the predecessor was considered to be a 

producer at the time payments were issued.  See subparagraph J. 
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Par. 398 
398 Succession-in-Interest (Continued) 
 

F Payment Issued, Partial Succession 
 
Participants who received payments on a farm, and who subsequently agreed to a different or 
reduced payment share on a revised CCC-509, are responsible for refunding the amount of 
advance direct payments the participant cannot earn for the applicable contract year. 
 
Notes: A refund is required, including cases where the predecessor was considered to be a 

producer at the time payments were issued.  See the example in subparagraph K. 
 
FSA generally does not demand the refund at the time of share revision.  This shall in 
no way be construed to mean a refund of unearned advance payments will not be 
required. 
 

G Refunds From Predecessors 
 
Debt collection activities shall be initiated for predecessors according to subparagraph E or F, 
as applicable, before COC approves revised CCC-509 for succession. 
 

H Payments to Successors 
 
Successors may earn payments on a farm with respect to payment shares acquired from a 
predecessor.  Debt collection activities shall be initiated for the predecessor according to 
subparagraph E or F before the contract can be approved for the successor. 
 

I Foreclosure Rule 
 
A participant who signs CCC-509 shall be required to make repayment if the farm was 
foreclosed on and the producer lost control of the farm. 
 
Foreclosure does not void the contract nor the responsibilities of the participant under the 
contract if the producer continues or resumes operation or control of the farm. 
 
Succession-in-interest rules shall apply to foreclosure. 
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Par. 445.5 
445.5 Enrollment (Continued) 
 

B Enrollment of Base Acres on a Farm 
 
Producers who enroll a farm in DCP shall enroll all base acres on the farm.  Enrollment of 
only part of the base acres of a farm is not allowed. 
 

C Late-Filed CCC-509’s 
 
There are no late filed provisions for 2008 and 2009. 
 
The CCC-509 enrollment deadline is June 1 (August 14, 2009, for 2009) of the applicable 
contract year.   
 
The following apply to the 2010 contract year and subsequent contract years. 
 
 DAFP has authorized a late-file CCC-509 enrollment period through August 1 of the 

applicable contract year.  Unless there is some prohibition in 1-APP, CCC-509’s for 2010 
or subsequent crop year enrollments, or requests to withdraw (see 1-DCP, paragraph 14), 
that satisfy all other program requirements and that are submitted to FSA by August 1 of 
the applicable contract year, will be considered timely filed. 

 
 STC’s are delegated program relief authority and equitable relief authority under the 

misaction/misinformation provisions to approve CCC-509’s satisfying all other program 
requirements that are submitted from August 2 through August 31 of a contract year. 

 
 *--Note: The enrollment deadline is June 1.  STC’s have this delegated relief authority; 

however, producers seeking relief are responsible for explaining why equitable 
relief is warranted.--* 

 
 STC’s may consider and make appropriate recommendations of equitable relief, under 

the misinformation/misaction provisions only, for CCC-509’s enrolled from September 1 
through September 30 of the contract year.  STC’s should only submit cases that have 
documentation of erroneous information, advice, or action of an authorized FSA  

 *--representative on which the enrollee relied to the enrollee’s detriment.  STC is under no 
obligation to consider any request for relief nor is STC obligated to forward any request 
for relief to DAFO.  The enrollment deadline is June 1 of the contract year.  STC’s are 
merely given the discretionary authority.--* 
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Par. 445.5 
445.5 Enrollment (Continued) 
 

D Timeline for DCP/ACRE Enrollment 
 
The following chart and legend provide the timeline for DCP/ACRE enrollment over the 
course of 1 FY year implementing the rule in subparagraph 445.5 C. 
 

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 
    

 
IF enrollments occur in the 
contract year from… 

THEN contract approval 
authority is… 

AND authority to load 
software is… 

Oct 1 through June 1 COC or CED, if delegated County Office. 
June 2 through August 1 COC only  County Office for 2011 

and subsequent years. 
August 2 through August 31 STC State Office. 

September 1 through September 30 DAFP State Office. 
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Par. 445.5 
445.5 Enrollment (Continued) 
 

E Prohibition on Enrollments Following Conclusion of the Contract Year 
 
The contract period for CCC-509’s ends on September 30.  No offer or enrollment attempt 
after September 30 of a contract year will be considered by COC or STC.  Producers are not 
entitled to any sort of decision, relief, or other consideration on any request to enroll after the 
contract period has passed.  Accordingly, FSA offices and committees will not do any of the 
following: 
 
 consider or render any sort of adverse decision or relief decision on CCC-509’s signed by 

anyone after the contract year has passed, regardless of the reason the individual or 
entity did not enroll before the contract period passed 

 
 forward any recommendation of approval or relief for anyone who offered to enroll a 

contract after the contract period passed 
 
 provide any right of appeal or appealability to anyone making an inquiry about 

enrollment after the contract period passed. 
 
Note: Producers have a right of review or appeal only on adverse decisions and only where 

there are legitimate disputes of fact.  See 1-APP. 
 

 *--Actions permitted when CCC-509’s are received after September 30 of the contract year 
include the following: 
 
 filing the original CCC-509 with producer’s signature in the farm file 
 not acting on, approving, or disapproving CCC-509’s for the previous contract year. 
 
Notes: County Offices will not discourage any producer from signing CCC-509’s at any 

time.  FSA is not required to act on CCC-509’s submitted after the contract year 
ends.  COC’s and STC’s will follow this subparagraph for all CCC-509’s submitted 
after the contract year expires. 
 
No letter of determination will be issued to producers who choose to submit 
CCC-509’s after the end of a contract year.--* 
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Par. 446 
446 Payment Limitation and AGI 
 

A Payment Limitations 
 
See subparagraph 10 I for payment limitations. 
 

B AGI 
 
See 4-PL for AGI provisions. 
 

447 Commodities Grown Under Contract on Base Acres 
 

A Background 
 
In recent years, the number of and kinds of commercial grower contracts have increased.  
These contracts differ greatly in the amount of risk borne by the company and the grower. 
 
Under commercial grower contracts, any of the following may occur: 
 

 the grower has no share of the crop but may have risk 
 
Note: The grower in this instance is actually an independent contractor or custom farmer 

for the company. 
 

 both the company and the grower share in the crop and in the risk of producing the crops 
 

 only the grower shares in the crop and in the risk of producing the crops. 
 
Note: This paragraph does not apply to hybrid seed contracts. 
 

B Eligibility for Payments 
 
The following provides guidance for determining eligibility for payments when crops under a 
commercial grower contract are produced on base acres. 
 

IF the grower has... THEN, if otherwise eligible, the grower is... 
a share of the crop and has all or some of the 
risk in producing the crop or crops grown on 
base acres 

eligible to receive all of a DCP or ACRE payment 
for those acres. 

no share of the crop under the grower contract 
but may have some or none of the risk in 
producing a crop that is grown on base acres 

not eligible to receive a DCP or ACRE payment 
for those acres because the grower does not meet 
the definition of a producer on those acres. 

a share of the crop under the grower contract 
and also some, but not all of the risk in 
producing a crop that is grown on base acres 

 eligible to receive a portion of a DCP or ACRE 
payment if all other requirements are met 

 
 not eligible to receive the entire DCP or ACRE 

payment for those acres. 
 
Note: Growers who have no share of a crop grown on base acres are always ineligible for 

payments on those acres, regardless of risk. 
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Par. 469 
469 Basic Information (Continued) 
 

D Determining Available Acres for FAV Planting 
 
The County Office shall determine available free acres for planting FAV and wild rice on the 
farm according to the following. 
 
Reminder: Producers wishing to reduce base acres to avoid an FAV violation or 

acre-for-acre reduction must do so before planting the FAV crop. 
*-- 

Step Action 
1 Determine the effective DCP cropland on the farm 
2 Determine number of double-cropped acres on farm. 
3 Add result of step 1 and step 2. 
4 Total the base acres for all covered commodities and peanuts for the farm. 
5 Subtract the result of step 4 from the result of step 3. 
6 If the result of 

step 5 is… 
 
THEN… 

equal to zero or 
negative 

there are not any available free acres on the farm for FAV 
planting.  Producers who elect to reduce base acres to plant 
FAV must reduce the base acres by the following: 
 
 number of FAV acres intended to be planted, plus 
 total double-cropped acreage for the farm. 
 
Note: The total double-cropped acreage for the farm must be 

included in the number of acres to be reduced because 
FAV cannot be planted on base acres and without the 
reduction to the double-cropped acreage, the producer 
may be earning payments on acres that are planted to 
FAV. 

greater than zero the result is the number of available acres for FAV planting 
without a violation or acre-for-acre payment reduction.  A base 
acre reduction is required if the total intended FAV acres 
exceeds the available acres determined in step 5. 

--* 
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Par. 470 
470 Compliance Determinations 
 

A Exemptions 
 
Wild rice and all FAV’s, including FAV’s grown for seed or ornamentals, planted on base 
acres enrolled in DCP or the ACRE Program shall be considered when determining 
compliance and payment reductions, with the following exemptions: 
 
 FAV’s that are designated as and meet the definition of a home garden 
 
 FAV’s planted and reported with an intended use of green manure or forage and the 

producer pays a fee to cover the cost of a farm visit to verify that the crop has not been 
harvested as FAV 
 
Note: Forage includes haying, silage, haylage, grazing, and green chop. 
 

 mung beans and pulse crops. 
 
Notes: Pulse crops include: 

 
 dry peas 
 lentils 
 small chickpeas (desi garbanzo beans) 
 large chickpeas (kabuli garbanzo beans). 
 
Dry peas include: 
 
 Austrian 
 wrinkled seed 
 green 
 yellow 
 umatilla. 
 

Important: Not all peas are dry peas and, therefore, not included in the FAV exemption.  
Peas grown for the following markets are not dry peas, and are not eligible for 
the FAV dry pea exemption: 
 
 fresh 
 canning 
 frozen. 
 

Example: Green snap peas intended for the fresh market are not dry peas.  Planting green 
snap peas intended for the fresh market on base acres enrolled in DCP or the 
ACRE Program is a violation of the FAV prohibition unless 1 of the 3 exemptions 
in paragraph 469 applies. 
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Par. 501 
Part 9    Reporting Production  

 
501 FSA-658’s 
 

A Requirement  
 
[7 CFR 1412.66]  (a)  As a condition of eligibility for payments, the operator or owner 
must accurately submit a report of all cropland acreage on the farm.  (b) Participants 
enrolled in the PTPP and those enrolled under ACRE must accurately submit a report 
of production no later than the acreage reporting date for the crop in the year 
immediately following the crop year of the reported crop acreage, for each crop either 
enrolled in PTPP or for each covered commodity or peanuts on a farm enrolled in an 
ACRE program contract for which an acreage report greater than zero acres was filed 
according to paragraph (a) of this section. 
 
PTPP producers are required to file FSA-578’s, FSA-658’s, and provide evidence of 
disposition of the crop (paragraph 78). 
 
Note: Disposition is evidence demonstrating how the harvested commodity was marketed. 
 
Participants enrolling under an ACRE Program contract using CCC-509ACRE are required 

 *--to file FSA-658’s for covered commodities and peanuts planted for harvest on the farm and 
tract as a condition of payment eligibility.  See paragraph 187.--* 
 
Benchmark farm yields may be updated with FSA-658’s according to paragraph 175. 
 

B Producer Responsibilities 
 
Producers are responsible for providing accurate and complete information.  It is the 
producer’s responsibility to report the total amount of farm production for: 
 
•*--each PTPP commodity 
 
 farms enrolled in ACRE, the total farm and tract’s harvested production of each--* 

covered commodity and peanuts for which FSA-578 with planted acres greater than zero 
acres is filed.   
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Par. 501 
501 FSA-658’s (Continued) 
 

B Producer Responsibilities (Continued) 
 

It is not CCC’s responsibility to determine a farm’s or a producer’s amount of production.  
Producers participating in PTPP or ACRE responsibilities include, but are not limited to the 
following: 
 
 providing an accurate FSA-658 that can be supported by acceptable production records, if 

production records are requested by FSA 
 
*--summarizing all the production evidence for a crop on a tract basis--* 
 
 reporting disposition of crops planted for harvest on PTPP crop acreage 
 
 filing FSA-658 by July 15 in the year immediately following the year in which the crop 

acreage was reported on FSA-578 
 
 retaining production evidence for 3 crop years after the year the production is initially 

certified. 
 

C Who Can and How to Report   
 

 *--FSA-658’s shall be filed for the farm and tract:--* 
 
 similarly to the way FSA-578’s are submitted 
 by either of the following: 

 
 operator or owner of the farm for which FSA-578 was filed for the applicable year 
 producer with a share interest in acreage reported on the farm for the applicable year. 
 
Notes: For this subparagraph, “for the applicable year” means the operator, owner, or 

producer with a share interest in the reported crop acreage for the year of program 
participation.  For example, producers on a farm enrolled in ACRE for 2009 are 
required to submit a 2009 FSA-658 by July 15, 2010.  The operator, owner, 
and/or producer of record on the farm in 2009 are the persons from whom 
FSA-658 is required and acceptable.  2010 farm operators, owners, or producers 
cannot report 2009 production for the farm unless they had a 2009 crop year 
interest in the crop or farm as operator, owner, or a share interest in the 2009 crop 
acreage. 
 

 *--Although operators, owners, or producers may provide production evidence, the 
operator of the farm shall certify the production amount.  This policy applies to 
2010 and subsequent years.   
 
Production shall be certified by farm and tract.  If production is provided by farm 
only, then the production shall be prorated to the tract level according to 
2-DCP (Rev. 1).--* 
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Par. 510 
510 Establishing the Benchmark Farm Yield 
 

A Reporting Requirement 
 
For farms that are participating in the ACRE Program, a benchmark farm yield is required 

*--for any covered commodity or peanuts planted on the farm in the specific crop year.  One--* 
of the following persons shall file FSA-658 for the farm to compute the benchmark farm 
yield: 
 
 farm operator 
 farm owner 
 tenants and share-croppers, but only for crop production for which the person has a share. 
 
All production from covered commodities and/or peanuts on the farm must be certified. 
 

B Reporting Requirement Deadline 
 
For the initial year of participation in the ACRE Program, production to compute the farm 

*--benchmark yield must be reported by July 15 of the subsequent crop year.--* 
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Par. 511 
511 Records of Production 
 

A Acceptable Records 
 
FSA may require producers participating in PTPP or ACRE to submit records of production  

 *--to substantiate FSA-658’s for the farm and tract, production records acceptable to CCC--* 
include the following verifiable or reliable: 
 
 commercial receipts, settlement sheets, warehouse ledger sheets, pick records, or load 

summaries if the eligible crop was sold or otherwise disposed of through commercial 
channels 

 
 documentary evidence, such as contemporaneous measurements, truck scale tickets, pick 

records, and contemporaneous diaries, as necessary, to verify information provided by the 
producer if the eligible crop was stored, sold, fed to livestock, or otherwise disposed of 
other than through commercial channels 

 
 appraisal information from LA acceptable to CCC. 
 
Note: FSA will not perform appraisals for DCP, PTPP, or ACRE purposes.  However, FSA 

will generally accept appraisals performed for NAP or crop insurance purposes  
 *--provided the appraisal is deemed an acceptable record of production for the farm and 

tract (or part of the farm, as applicable) as enrolled in DCP, PTPP, or ACRE.--* 
 
The following paragraphs provide guidance for various situations of production: 
 
 512, for commodities sold, stored, or disposed of commercially off the farm 
 
 513, for grain production used or stored on the farm 
 
 514, for acreage that was either hayed or grazed or silaged, if production records will be 

not be available 
 
 515, for acreage silaged, if records of production (measurements or weight before 

silaging) are available. 
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Par. 511 
*--511 Records of Production (Continued) 
 

B Verifiable Records 
 
Verifiable records of production include contemporaneous records provided by the producer 
that may be verified by CCC through an independent source and can be used to substantiate 
the amount of production reported.  Verifiable records must: 
 
 be dated 
 show disposition of the crop’s production, including both quantity and price 
 be seasonal or crop specific for crops that are produced more than once in a calendar yea 
 be provided if production records are requested by FSA if they exist. 
 

C Reliable Records 
 
If submitting production records is required and verifiable records are not available, the 
producer shall provide any documentation available, including, but not limited to: 
 
 copies of receipts 
 ledgers of income corresponding to production 
 income statements of deposit slips 
 register tapes 
 invoices for custom harvesting 
 pick records.--* 
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Par. 511 
511 Records of Production (Continued) 
 

D COC Responsibilities 
 
COC shall follow this table when receiving and reviewing production records. 
 

Step Action 
1 Date stamp original hard copy records with county name. 
2 Photocopy original date-stamped production records submitted by the producer. 
3 Place photocopied date-stamped records in the producer’s county file. 
4 Return original date-stamped production evidence to the producer.  

 
Note: The original date-stamped production evidence can only be returned to the 

producer if the photocopies have been made and placed in the producer’s file.
5 Review the producer’s file for previously submitted production evidence. Ensure 

that the records have not been duplicated. 
6 Ensure that the producer understands that the production records must be: 

 
*--complete and represent the farm and tract’s total harvested production 
 for the correct farm, tract, crop year, and acreage. 

7 Review all production records provided by the producer, farm, and tract, and 
determine whether the records support the producer’s certification or report of 
production.  If the records: 
 
 support the producer’s certification for the farm and tract, but are not verifiable, 

follow step 8 
 
 support the producer’s certification for the and tract, and are verifiable, the 

records are acceptable 
 
 do not support or agree with the producer’s farm and tract certification, advise--*

the producer the production records are not acceptable and will not be used; the 
ACRE plug yield shall be used. 

 
Note: After copies of production records have been placed in the producer’s file in 

the County Office, they shall not be removed or returned to the producer. 
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Par. 511 
511 Records of Production (Continued) 
 

D COC Responsibilities (Continued) 
 

Step Action 
8 Compare the producer’s record of production with either of the following: 

 
 neighboring producers of the crop who have provided verifiable or reliable 

reports of production 
 
 the ACRE plug yield. 
IF… THEN … 
similar levels of production were 
experienced on neighboring farms or 
the level of production is consistent 
with the ACRE plug yield 

the producer’s certification, supported by 
some record of production may be considered 
reliable and acceptable. 

record do not support the producer’s 
certification or the producer’s 
certification is either not a zero FSA-
658 or FSA-658 consistent with the 
ACRE plug yield 

COC shall determine that the farm did not 
furnish an acceptable record of production.  
Follow subparagraph 501 D. 
 
Notes: Under no circumstances shall COC 

assign production for a lack of 
acceptable production evidence. 
 
See paragraph 335 for inaccurate 
representation, misrepresentation, and 
scheme or device. 
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Par. 511.5 
*--511.5 Modifications to Production Certifications 
 

A Production Certification Modifications  
 
COC’s are authorized to approve a modification to a producer’s production certification on 
FSA-658 after the production reporting deadline.  Approvals of such modifications are 
subject to the producer providing verifiable or reliable records that clearly indicate the 
production is different than originally certified.  A modification of a production certification 
may also be identified using RMA records provided by the producer and may be used as 
evidence to support a modification of the previously certified production.   
 
Modifications of the production record in these situations must be: 
 
 documented on a copy of the original FSA-658 
 initialed and dated by the producer 
 approved by COC. 
 
There is no deadline for modifications to production certifications.  Any payments generated 
should be made immediately.  Any refunds should be collected immediately. 
 
Notes: Modifications to production (more or less) may have impacts on ACRE eligibility and 

payments. 
 
COC’s should also consider referring the modifications of production to RMA under 
provisions of 4-RM, if warranted. 
 

B Examples of Modifications to Production Certifications 
 
Example 1: A producer certified on FSA-658, by the production reporting deadline, that 
the production from a crop of sunflowers was 10,000 pounds based on FCIC records.  Later, 
FCIC modified the production because of quality adjustments and the net production was 
adjusted to 9,000 pounds.  COC may approve the adjustment in production on FSA-658 
providing the producer submits acceptable records to substantiate the adjustment.   
 
Example 2: A producer certified on FSA-658, by the production reporting deadline, that 
the production from a crop of wheat was 10,000 bushels based on farm-stored measurement 
records.  Later, the producer sells the commodity and provides sales receipts for 
9,700 bushels.  COC may approve the adjustment in production on FSA-658 providing the 
producer provides acceptable records to substantiate the adjustment and provisions of 
paragraph 512 C are met.   
 
Note: County Offices shall consider a referral to RMA under provisions of 4-RM, if 

warranted. 
 
Example 3: A producer certified on FSA-658, by the production reporting deadline, that 
the production from a crop of wheat was 10,000 bushels based on FCIC production records.  
Later, the County Office received an RMA download indicating that the production to count 
was 10,500 bushels.  COC shall review these cases and notify the producer of the change in 
production for ACRE purposes, including impacts on ACRE eligibility and payments.--* 
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Par. 512 
*--512 Commodities Sold, Stored, or Disposed of Commercially Off the Farm 
 

A Required Information 
 
For commodities commercially sold, stored, or disposed of off the farm, evidence must show 
the following: 
 
 producer’s name 
 
 crop year, may be certified or provided by producer 
 
 commodity 
 
 class, if applicable 
 
 buyer or storing facility 
 
 transaction or delivery date 
 

Note: COC may consider production evidence acceptable, if transaction or delivery 
dates are not shown, if all of the following apply: 
 
 the evidence is a summary provided by the buyer or warehouse 
 
 the crop year is indicated on the evidence 
 
 COC is satisfied that the evidence accurately represents the production from 

the farm for the applicable crop year. 
 

 net quantity (bushels, pounds, or hundredweight, as applicable). 
 
Note: If the evidence indicates dockage and/or excessive moisture, and an adjustment is 

not shown on the evidence, County Offices shall make the applicable adjustments 
according to the applicable 2-LP.--* 
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Par. 517 
517 Determining Production for Farms Where Production Is Not Available 
 

A COC Authority 
 
For a variety of reasons, certain owners are unable to submit acceptable production evidence  

 *--for all of the harvested acreage on a farm and tract.  The procedure in this paragraph is--* 
applicable only to the specific acreage of a crop for which both of the following apply to 
both the current owners and producers of a farm: 
 
 did not have an interest in the crop 
 are unable to obtain acceptable production records from a previous producer. 
 

B Multiple Producers 
 
Owners of a farm with multiple producers may not be able to obtain production evidence  

 *--from former producers on the farm and tract for all of the applicable crop years.  COC--* 
shall assign the ACRE plug yield for acreage from which production evidence is unavailable, 
provided existing records at FSA or crop insurance clearly document the planted acreage of  

 *--the crop on the farm and tract. 
 

C No Interest in Acreage 
 
Owners may be unable to obtain production evidence for the entire farm, as it is--* 
constituted in the year of benchmark yield establishment because they did not have an 
interest in all or a portion of the acreage of the crop in 1 or more of these years and cannot 
obtain verifiable production records from the previous producers.  COC shall assign the 
ACRE plug yield for planted acreage in the crop year or years in which the current owner or 
current producer did not have an interest in the crop and verifiable production records cannot 
be obtained from the previous producers. 
 

518 Using Similar Farms 
 

A Assigning Production Based on Similar Farms 
 
Using similar farms for assigning production is not authorized. 
 

B Protecting PII 
 
Because of PII issues, using similar farms to assign production is not authorized. 
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Par. 519 
519 Hybrid Seed * * * 
 

A Hybrid Seed 
 

 *--If acceptable production evidence for hybrid seed is submitted, COC shall convert the--* 
hybrid seed production to commercial production according to this paragraph.   
 

B Separate Methods 
 

 *--The following methods apply separately to any covered commodity or peanuts grown for 
hybrid seed, and to each crop year.  If more than 1 method is applicable to a farm:--* 
 
 the farm owner may select the method to be used 
 
 COC shall use the applicable method in the order stated, if the owner does not make a 

selection. 
 
IF... AND... THEN... 
both commercial crop 
acreage and hybrid seed 
acreage are grown on the 
farm 

both the commercial and the 
hybrid acres are irrigated or 
nonirrigated 

COC shall assign the actual 
per acre production from 
the commercial acreage to 
the hybrid seed acreage. 

the producer and company 
entered into an agreement 
to use a commercial 
equivalent yield to 
calculate payments under 
the seed contract based on 
harvested commercial 
production 

the producer has evidence that 
the calculation was based on 
actual harvested yields 
 
Note: Evidence may include 

the nomination form, 
selection of field form, or 
other form showing 
actual harvested 
commercial production. 

the commercial equivalent 
production used for 
payment by the seed 
company shall be used, not 
to exceed 120 percent of the 
ACRE plug yield. 

neither of the above apply 
or the owner elects not to 
use either of the above 

 COC shall assign the ACRE 
plug yield. 
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Par. 520 
520 Commingled Production 
 

A Overview 
 
The best available production records may include production that has been commingled 
between: 
 
*--farms and tracts--* 
 years 
 irrigation status 
 a combination of these items.   
 
COC is authorized to apportion commingled production according to this paragraph. 
 
Notes: COC shall only apportion production that is represented by acceptable records, but 

cannot be identified with a specific farm or year. 
 

 *--2-DCP (Rev. 1) provides for apportioning production to the tract level.--* 
 

B Basic Option, Planted Acres 
 
If commingled production cannot be separated by year or by farm, COC shall apportion 
production based on planted acres in each applicable year or each applicable farm.  See 
subparagraph F for example. 
 
Exception: COC may allow alternative methods to apportion production, as requested by 

owners or producers, according to subparagraph E. 
 

C Commingled Years and Farms 
 
If production is commingled between crop years and farms, COC shall apportion the 
production to applicable crop years before apportioning production to farms. 
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Par. 520 
*--520 Commingled Production (Continued) 
 

D Commingled Irrigated and Nonirrigated Acres 
 
If commingled production cannot be separated by irrigated and nonirrigated status on a farm, 
COC shall apportion production based on planted acres in each applicable farm times the 
ratio of the irrigated verses nonirrigated ACRE plug yield (example in subparagraph G). 
 

E Alternative Methods of Apportioning 
 
COC must be satisfied that apportioning production by any method, other than using planted 
acres, according to subparagraph B, results in yields comparable to other similar farms for 
the applicable years and farm. 
 
Note: The alternative method requested by owners or producers of a farm shall be 

documented on or attached to FSA-658.  COC shall limit apportioning based on 
planted acreage according to subparagraph B, if an alternative method results in 
questionable or inequitable yields between farms or crop years. 
 

COC may allow the apportioning of acceptable production evidence, based on the following: 
 
 harvested acres in each applicable year or each applicable farm 
 
 crop insurance records for each year 
 
 other available records COC determines can reasonably be used for apportioning, such as 

custom harvesting records, producer load summaries, or weight tickets. 
 
Note: See subparagraphs F through I for examples of apportioning production based on 

alternative methods approved by COC.--* 
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Par. 531 
Section 2    FSA-658’s 

 
531 Submitting FSA-658’s 
 

A Production or ACRE Plug Yield Information on FSA-658 
 
All production or ACRE plug yield information for each crop year shall be documented by  

 *--completing FSA-658 by crop and irrigation status by farm and tract.--* 
 
Notes: Producers are not required to submit production evidence when filing FSA-658.  

However, production evidence will be required at a later date to verify the producer’s 
reported yield information. 
 
* * * 
 

B Completing FSA-658’s 
 

Complete FSA-658 according to the following. 
 

Item Instructions 
1 Enter name and address of the producer completing FSA-658.  The producer must 

*--have an interest in the farm for the program year.--* 
2 Enter: 

 
 year of ACRE election, if the benchmark farm yield is being developed 
 current year, if reporting the actual farm yield. 

3 Enter the applicable FSN, as constituted in the applicable year, for which the 
production evidence is applicable. 

4 Enter commodity. 
5 Enter irrigated status of the applicable commodity. 

*--6 Enter the tract for which the production evidence is applicable.--* 
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Par. 531 
531 Producer’s Report of Production on FSA-658 (Continued) 
 

B Completing FSA-658’s (Continued) 
*-- 

Item Instructions 
7 If applicable, enter the type of evidence document available; such as assembly 

sheet, settlement sheet, gin receipt, scale tickets, etc.; with buyer’s name, etc. 
 
Note: It may be necessary to apportion commingled production from a 

document, between years and/or farms (paragraph 520). 
8 IF production 

evidence is... THEN... 
applicable to certain 
acreages 

enter the number of acres 

not applicable to 
certain acreages 

no entry is required. 

9A 
through 

9E 

IF... THEN... 
establishing the 
benchmark farm yield 

enter the amount of production from the associated 
production evidence in item 7. 
 
Note: An entry is not required in all years; however, 

continuity could be broken if production is not 
reported (subparagraph 510 C). 

reporting actual 
production 

an entry is only required in 1 year and should be 
designated with the appropriate program year. 

9F Total all production for each year in columns A, B, C, D, and E. 
9G Enter total planted acres of the crop for the applicable year.  Enter all planted 

acreage including failed acreage and double-cropped acreage. 
 
Note: If the producer uses the ACRE plug yield, no report is required. 

9H Enter total prevented planted acres of the crop for the applicable year. 
 
Note: If the producer uses the ACRE plug yield, no report is required. 

9I IF establishing the... THEN divide item 9F by... 
benchmark farm yield item 9G and enter result in this item for each applicable 

crop year.  A check () indicates the producer selected 
this yield in computing the benchmark farm yield.   
 
Note: There cannot be a check () in both items 9I 

and 9J; one must be selected. 
actual farm yield the total of items 9G and 9H and enter result in this 

item for the crop year. 
--* 
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Par. 531 
531 Producer’s Report of Production on FSA-658 (Continued) 
 

B Completing FSA-658’s (Continued) 
*-- 

Item Instructions 
9J IF... THEN... 

establishing the 
benchmark farm 
yield 

enter the ACRE plug yield for each of the years in the base 
period. A check () indicates the producer selected this 
yield in computing the benchmark farm yield. 
 
Note: There cannot be a check () in both items 9I 

and 9J; 1 must be selected. 
entering the actual 
farm yield 

no entry is required, unless the farm is totally prevented 
from planted. 

10A Enter County Office name and address of the county in which the farm is 
participating in ACRE. 

10B Enter County Office telephone number. 
11A Signature of producer completing the certification.  This producer shall also be 

responsible for providing the evidence, upon request. 
11B IF individual signing in item 10A is... THEN... 

signing in a representative capacity for the 
participant 

a title/relationship shall be listed. 

the signatory then no entry is required. 
11C Date the producer or person signing in a representative capacity completes the 

certification. 
12 Enter benchmark farm yield. 

12B COC member shall sign after COC has completed a review of the production 
evidence. 

12C Enter date the review is completed and the production evidence is either 
approved or disapproved. 

12D Enter COC’s decision about the production evidence submitted.  The 
approval/disapproval is only a determination of whether the production evidence 
is reasonable. 

13 Enter remarks. 
--* 
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Par. 532 
532 Examples of Completed FSA-658’s 
 

A FSA-658 Completed for a Benchmark Farm Yield 
 
This is an example of FSA-658 completed for a farm for a benchmark farm yield with the  

 *--following data provided by the producer for corn in Ohio. 
 

Year Certified Production Acres 
2008 78.792.51 417.40 
2007 54,488.60 302.90 
2006 84,337.02 417.51 
2005 53,458.32 301.40 
2004 64,539.00 298.60 

 

 
--* 
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Par. 532 
532 Examples of Completed FSA-658’s (Continued) 
 

A FSA-658 Completed for a Benchmark Farm Yield (Continued) 
*-- 

 
 
Note: Acres in item 8 are not displayed on printed FSA-658; however, they are displayed in 

software. 
 
In certain instances, tract numbers are not displayed because of farm history 
changes.--* 
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Par. 532 
532 Examples of Completed FSA-658’s (Continued) 
 

B FSA-658 Completed for an Actual Farm Yield (Continued) 
 
This is an example of FSA-658 completed for a farm for a benchmark farm yield with the 

 *--following data provided by the producer for corn in Ohio. 
 

Year Certified Production Acres 
2008 10,820.00 58.80 
2007 19,038.30 158.60 
2006 15,402.60 88.94 
2005 12,369.80 103.60 
2004 13,592.00 78.30 

1/ Total acres include approved prevented planted acres. 

 

 
--* 
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Par. 532 
532 Examples of Completed FSA-658’s (Continued) 
 

B FSA-658 Completed for an Actual Farm Yield (Continued) 
*-- 

 
--* 
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Par. 532 
532 Examples of Completed FSA-658’s (Continued) 
 

C FSA-658 Completed for an Actual Farm Yield 
 

This is an example of FSA-658 completed for a farm for an actual farm yield with the 
 *--following data provided by the producer for corn in Ohio. 

 
Year Certified Production Acres 
2009 67,396.3 269.9 

 

 
--* 
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Par. 532 
532 Examples of Completed FSA-658’s (Continued) 
 

D FSA-658 Completed for a PTPP Production 
 
This is an example of FSA-658 completed for lima bean production in Illinois for a farm 
participating in PTPP. 
  

Year Certified Production Acres 
2009 133120 pounds 52.0 

*-- 

 
--* 
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Exhibit 1 
Reports, Forms, Abbreviations, and Redelegations of Authority 
 

Reports 
 
None 
 

Forms 
 
This table lists all forms referenced in this handbook. 
 

Number Title 
Display 

Reference Reference 
AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) 

and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification
 6, 7, 352, 

429, Ex. 4 
AD-1153 Application for Long-Term Contracted 

Assistance Through the ____________ 
Program 

 427 

CCC-505 Voluntary Permanent Direct and 
Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) Base Acres 
Reduction 

66 Text, Ex. 19 

CCC-509 
(04-16-09) 

Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) 
Contract and Average Crop Revenue Election 
(ACRE) Contract 

 Text, Ex. 2 

CCC-509 
(10-01-09) 

Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) 
Contract and Average Crop Revenue Election 
(ACRE) Contract 

 Text, Ex. 2 

CCC-509 
(04-27-10) 

Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) 
Contract and Average Crop Revenue Election 
(ACRE) Contract 

332 Text, Ex. 2 

CCC-509ACRE Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) 
Program Irrevocable Election 

 Text, Ex. 14 

CCC-509 Appendix 
(04-24-09) 

Appendix to Form CCC-509, Direct and 
Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) Contract 
and Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) 
Contract 

 11, 332, 395, 
426 

CCC-509B ACRE 
Worksheet 

2009-ACRE CCC-509B Worksheet  10 

CCC-510 DCP or ACRE Program Cash Rent 
Certification Statement 

Ex. 14 352, 394, 402

CCC-517 Tract Redistribution Form  334 
CCC-527 Request for Action for Subsidiary/Payment 

Limitation 
 10 

CCC-528 Designation of Payment Acres for Planted and 
Considered Planted (P&CP) Crops of Covered 
Commodities and Peanuts for the Average 
Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program 

187  

CCC-529 Program Adjustment to Payment Limitation 
Because of Participation in ACRE Program 

10  
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Exhibit 1 
Reports, Forms, Abbreviations, and Redelegations of Authority (Continued) 
 

Forms (Continued) 
 

Number Title 
Display 

Reference Reference 
CCC-538 Producer-Paid Crop Insurance Premium 188  
CCC-576 Notice of Loss and Application for Payment 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program 

 78 

CCC-749 Request to Participate in the 20__ Planting 
Transferability Pilot Project 

80 76, 79, 81, 82, 333 

CCC-770 DCP Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program 
Contract Checklist 

Ex. 17 353 

CCC-770 
Eligibility 

Eligibility Checklist  Ex. 17 

CCC-902 
Continuation 

Continuation Sheet for Leased or Owned 
Land 

 6, 7, 352, Ex. 4 

CCC-902E Farm Operating Plan for Entity 2009 and 
Subsequent Program Years 

 6, 7, 352, Ex. 4 

CCC-902I Farm Operating Plan for Individual 2009 and 
Subsequent Program Years 

 6, 7, 352, Ex. 4 

CCC-903 Worksheet for Payment Eligibility and 
Payment Limitation Determinations 

 352 

CCC-920 Grassland Reserve Program Contract  66, 427 
CCC-926 Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 

Statement 
 6, 7, 352, Ex. 4 

CRP-1 Conservation Reserve Program Contract  Text, Ex. 2  
CRP-2 Conservation Reserve Program Worksheet  427 
CRP-2C Conservation Reserve Program Worksheet 

(For Continuous Signup) 
 427 

CRP-15 Agreement for Reduction of Bases, 
Allotments and Quotas 

 67, 331, 425 

FCI-19 Crop Insurance Acreage Report  478 
FSA-155 Request for Farm Reconstitution    176, 333, 398 
FSA-156-EZ Abbreviated 156 Farm Record and Tract 

Listing 
 82, 426, 427, Ex. 19

FSA-217 Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource 
and Beginning Farmer or Rancher 
Certification 

 395 

FSA-325 Application for Payment of Amounts Due 
Persons Who Have Died, Disappeared, or 
Have Been Declared Incompetent 

 400 

FSA-578 Report of Acreage  Text, Ex. 2, 17 
FSA-658 Record of Production and Yield  6, 175, 187, Part 9 
FSA-910 Wetland Reserve Program Projected DCP 

Base Reduction Worksheet 
Ex. 19 426 
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Exhibit 1 
Reports, Forms, Abbreviations, and Redelegations of Authority (Continued) 
 

Abbreviations Not Listed in 1-CM 
 
The following abbreviations are not listed in 1-CM. 
 

Approved 
Abbreviations Term Reference 

CIMS Comprehensive Information Management Systems 188 
PTPP Planting Transferability Pilot Project 76-82, 333, 445, 501, 

502, 532 
 

Redelegations of Authority 
 
COC may redelegate authority to approve CCC-505’s, CCC-509’s, CCC-509ACRE’s, and 
FSA-658’s to CED, in routine cases.  Redelegation does not include any CCC-509’s enrolled 
after June 1.  Redelegation shall be documented in COC minutes. 
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Exhibit 4 
(Par. 6) 

*--Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet and Backgrounder 
 

A Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet - 2011 
 
The following is an example of the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact 
Sheet - 2011. 

 

 
--* 
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Exhibit 4 
(Par. 6) 

*--Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet and Backgrounder (Continued) 
 

A Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet - 2011 (Continued) 
 

 
--* 

 
 
5-9-11      1-DCP (Rev. 3) Amend. 12 Page 2 



Exhibit 4 
(Par. 6) 

*--Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet and Backgrounder (Continued) 
 

A Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet - 2011 (Continued) 
 

 
--* 
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Exhibit 4 
(Par. 6) 

*--Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet and Backgrounder (Continued) 
 

A Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet - 2011 (Continued) 
 

 
--* 
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Exhibit 4 
(Par. 6) 

*--Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet and Backgrounder (Continued) 
 

A Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet - 2011 (Continued) 
 

 
--* 

 
 
5-9-11      1-DCP (Rev. 3) Amend. 12 Page 5 



Exhibit 4 
(Par. 6) 

*--Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet and Backgrounder (Continued) 
 

A Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet - 2011 (Continued) 
 

 
--* 
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Exhibit 4 
(Par. 6) 

*--Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet and Backgrounder 
(Continued)--* 
 

B Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Backgrounder 
 
The following is an example of the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program 
Backgrounder. 
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Exhibit 4 
(Par. 6) 

*--Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet and Backgrounder 
(Continued)--* 
 

B Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Backgrounder (Continued) 
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Exhibit 4 
(Par. 6) 

*--Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet and Backgrounder 
(Continued)--* 
 

B Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Backgrounder (Continued) 
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Exhibit 4 
(Par. 6) 

*--Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet and Backgrounder 
(Continued)--* 
 

B Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Backgrounder (Continued) 
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Exhibit 4 
(Par. 6) 

*--Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet and Backgrounder 
(Continued)--* 
 

B Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Backgrounder (Continued) 
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Exhibit 4 
(Par. 6) 

*--Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet and Backgrounder 
(Continued)--* 
 

B Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Backgrounder (Continued) 
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Exhibit 4 
(Par. 6) 

*--Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Fact Sheet and Backgrounder 
(Continued)--* 
 

B Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program Backgrounder (Continued) 
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Exhibit 9 
(Par. 187) 

*--Example Notification Letter 
 
The following is an example of an optional letter that notifies producers of the production reporting 
requirement. 
 

 
--* 
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Exhibit 9 
(Par. 187) 

*--Example Notification Letter (Continued) 
 

 
--* 
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Exhibit 17 
(Par. 353) 

CCC-770 DCP, Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program Contract Checklist 
 

A Contract Checklist 
 
The concept for CCC-770 DCP dated “02-05-09” is that action required for contract 
administration and payment processing have been separated.  CCC-770 DCP includes action 
required only during the contract period that is applicable to CCC-509 itself. 
 
Note: See 2-DCP (Rev. 1) for payment processing provisions. 
 
CCC-770 DCP: 
 
*--shall be considered as a management tool to help address deficiencies indentified by a 

review or spot check of whether program policies or procedures are being followed before 
issuing various farm program payments--* 
 
Note: CED’s and/or STC representatives may require additional CCC-770 DCP’s if deemed 

necessary. 
 

* * * 
 
*--shall be completed when SED, STC, DD, or CED determines that internal control 

deficiencies exist--* 
 
 does not negate STC, SED, State Office, DD, COC, CED, and County Office responsibility 

for administering all provisions applicable to DCP. 
 

Reminder: County Offices shall ensure that eligibility has been updated according to 
CCC-770 Eligibility before payments are issued to applicable producers. 
 

B Maintaining CCC-770 DCP 
 
CCC-770 DCP is applicable for the contract period and is separated into 2 parts. 
 
 Part A addresses items that shall be verified before issuing advance direct payments. 
 
 Part B addresses items that shall be verified before issuing final direct and all 

counter-cyclical payments. 
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Exhibit 17 
(Par. 353) 

CCC-770 DCP, Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program Contract Checklist (Continued) 
 

B Maintaining CCC-770 DCP (Continued) 
 
CCC-770 DCP should be filed in the contract folder and updated throughout the contract period 
as required action is completed. 
 
Example: Producer A files CCC-509 and all signatures were obtained in January 2009; 

however, FSA-578 is not completed until June 2009.  The questions about enrollment 
and signatures can be completed when the contract is filed; however, the questions 
about whether FAV’s have been planted on the base acreage cannot be completed 
until a complete acreage report is filed. 
 

C Retention Period 
 
All CCC-770 DCP’s shall be retained in the DCP contract folder with CCC-509, according to 
25-AS, Exhibit 33.6.  If a new CCC-770 DCP is initiated because of a revision to CCC-509, the 
original CCC-770 DCP shall be retained, along with the revised CCC-770 DCP. 
 
Destroy CCC-770 DCP when CCC-509 is destroyed. 
 
Note: Because of several “Hold” litigations, no records are to be destroyed until further notice.  

Records may be sent to approved FRC’s for archival. 
 

D County Office Action 
 
County Offices shall check () the “Yes” or “No” column for all questions on CCC-770 DCP, 
with the following exceptions: 
 
 a response is not required for items 14A, 14B, and 14C unless the answer to item 14 is “Yes” 
 “N/A” shall be entered in the “No” column for items: 

 
 14B and 14C if the answer to item 14A is “No” 
 
 15, if CCC-509 was approved for advance payment processing and there have not been 

any changes to CCC-509 that COC approved. 
 

The County Office employee who completes an item on CCC-770 DCP: 
 
 is affirming that the applicable program provisions have, or have not, been met 
 shall sign and date CCC-770 DCP. 
 
Note: As an alternative, County Offices may opt to review all items after COC has approved 

CCC-509. 
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