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A Reasons for Amendment 
 
Subparagraphs 29 A and D have been amended to update the maximum loan limits for FY 2015. 
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Par. 28 
28  Establishing Credit Quality Standards (Continued) 
 

B Continuing Education Requirements 
 
Beginning in FY 2014, FLP continuing education shall become mandatory annual training 
for all employees with loan approval authority.  SED shall: 
 
 add the requirement for completing continuing education to the State supplement that 

addresses the State’s credit quality standards 
 
 monitor AgLearn to ensure that required continuing education released the previous FY 

was completed by employees with loan approval or servicing authority at the time credit 
quality reviews are conducted. 
 
Note: Failure to complete the required continuing education courses will result in a 

failed credit quality review. 
 

29  Maximum Loan Authorities 
 

A OL, FO, CL, and EM Program Loan Limitations 
 
Limitations on maximum loan amounts for OL, FO, and EM are established in CONACT.  
The Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act of 1999 (Pub. L. 105-277), amended the limitations applicable to 
guaranteed OL and FO by providing for an annual adjustment based on the rate of inflation 
applicable to FY. 
 
[7 CFR 761.8 (a)]  The outstanding principal balances for a farm loan applicant or 
anyone who will sign the promissory note cannot exceed any of the following at the time 
of loan closing or assumption of indebtedness. If the outstanding principal balance 
exceeds any of the limits at the time of approval, the farm operating plan must reflect 
that funds will be available to reduce the indebtedness prior to loan closing or 
assumption of indebtedness. 
 
(1) Farm Ownership, Down payment loans, Conservation loans, and Soil and Water 

loans: 
 
(i) Direct--$300,000; 
 
(ii) Guaranteed--$700,000 (for fiscal year 2000 and increased at the beginning of each 

fiscal year in accordance with paragraph (b) of this section) (subparagraph B); 
 

 *--Notes: FY 2015 loan limit is $1,392,000.--* 
 
This limit includes land contract guarantees. 
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Par. 29 
29  Maximum Loan Authorities (Continued) 
 

A OL, FO, CL, and EM Program Loan Limitations (Continued) 
 
(iii)Any combination of a direct Farm Ownership loan, direct Conservation loan, direct 

Soil and Water loan, guaranteed Farm Ownership loan, guaranteed Conservation 
loan, and guaranteed Soil and Water loan-$700,000 (for fiscal year 2000 and 
increased each fiscal year in accordance with paragraph (b) of this section) 
(subparagraph B); 
 

 *--Notes: FY 2015 loan limit is $1,392,000.--* 
 
This limit includes land contract guarantees. 
 

(2) Operating loans: 
 
(i) Direct--$300,000; 
 
(ii) Guaranteed--$700,000 (for fiscal year 2000 and increased each fiscal year in 

accordance with paragraph (b) of this section) (subparagraph B); 
 

 *--Note: FY 2015 loan limit is $1,392,000.--* 
 

(iii)Any combination of a direct Operating loan and guaranteed Operating 
loan--$700,000 (for fiscal year 2000 and increased each fiscal year in accordance 
with paragraph (b) of this section) (subparagraph B); 
 

 *--Note: FY 2015 loan limit is $1,392,000.--* 
 

(3) Any combination of guaranteed Farm Ownership loan, guaranteed Conservation 
loan, guaranteed Soil and Water loan, and guaranteed Operating loan--$700,000 
(for fiscal year 2000 and increased each fiscal year in accordance with 
paragraph (b) of this section) (subparagraph B); 
 

 *--Notes: FY 2015 loan limit is $1,392,000.--* 
 
This limit includes land contract guarantees. 
 

(4) Any combination of direct Farm Ownership loan, direct Conservation loan, direct 
Soil and Water loan, direct Operating loan, guaranteed Farm Ownership loan, 
guaranteed Conservation loan, guaranteed Soil and Water loan, and guaranteed 
Operating loan--the amount in paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this section plus $300,000; 
 

 *--Notes: FY 2015 loan limit is $1,692,000.--* 
 
This limit includes land contract guarantees. 
 

(5) Emergency loans--$500,000; 
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Par. 29 
29  Maximum Loan Authorities (Continued) 
 

A OL, FO, CL, and EM Program Loan Limitations (Continued) 
 
(6) Any combination of direct Farm Ownership loan, direct Conservation loan, direct 

Soil and Water loan, direct Operating loan, guaranteed Farm Ownership loan, 
guaranteed Conservation loan, guaranteed Soil and Water loan, guaranteed 
Operating loan, and Emergency loan--the amount in paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this 
section plus $800,000. 
 

 *--Notes: FY 2015 loan limit is $2,192,000.--* 
 
This limit includes land contract guarantees. 
 

B Adjustment for Guaranteed Loans 
 
[7 CFR 761.8 (b)]  The dollar limits of guaranteed loans will be increased each fiscal 
year based on the percentage change in the Prices Paid by Farmers Index as compiled 
by the National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA.  The maximum loan limits for 
the current fiscal year are available in any FSA office and on the FSA website at 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 

C LOC Advances 
 
[7 CFR 761.8 (c)]  The total dollar amount of guaranteed line of credit advances and 
income releases cannot exceed the total estimated expenses, less interest expense, as 
indicated on the borrower’s cash flow budget, unless the cash flow budget is revised and 
continues to reflect a feasible plan. 
 
A Standard Eligible Lender must obtain Agency approval before issuing future year’s funds 
according to 2-FLP, subparagraph 265 C.  Approval may be provided by any Agency official 
with loan approval authority, and is not subject to the maximum loan limits established in 
subparagraph D. 
 
Note: PLP and CLP lenders may provide future years’ funds without prior FSA approval. 
 

D Official Loan Approval Limitations for OL, FO, CL, and EM  
 
The following identifies the maximum loan approval authority for OL, FO, CL, and EM by 
grade and title of approval officials at the time of loan closing.  All loan approval limitations 
include the loan being made plus any outstanding principal balances owed by anyone who 
will sign the promissory note.  For LOC’s, the maximum amount of the LOC ceiling will be 
considered the outstanding principal balance.  An approval official cannot approve or reject a 
loan request that will exceed the official’s approval authority at the time of loan closing.  The 
official must forward the loan and recommendations to the appropriate approval official for 
action. 
 
CO County Office employees who have loan approval authority may not exceed the authority 
of the equivalent grade FLO or FLM. 
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Par. 29 
29  Maximum Loan Authorities (Continued) 
 

D Official Loan Approval Limitations for OL, FO, CL, and EM (Continued) 
 

Type of Loan 
 

FLO 

FLM, DD, 
FLS, FLC, 
or Senior 

FLO SED 
 GS-7 GS-9 GS-11 GS-11/12/13 

Maximum approval by assistance type – limitation I 
Guaranteed OL $100,000 $200,000 $400,000 $700,000 *--$1,392,000
Direct OL $50,000 $100,000 $175,000 $225,000 $300,000
Guaranteed FO+SW+CL $0 $175,000 $400,000 $700,000 $1,392,000
Land Contract Guarantee $0 $125,000 $150,000 $225,000 $500,000
Direct FO+SW+CL $0 $125,000 $150,000 $225,000 $300,000
Direct EM $50,000 $100,000 $150,000 $300,000 $500,000

Maximum approval for combined assistance types – Limitation II 
OL Total Direct & 
Guaranteed 

$100,000 $200,000 $400,000 $700,000 $1,392,000

FO+CL+SW+ Land 
Contract Total Direct & 
Guaranteed 

$0 $200,000 $400,000 $700,000 $1,392,000

Total approval for multiple assistance types – Limitation III 
OL+FO+CL+SW+ Land 
Contract Total Direct 
and Guaranteed 

$0 $400,000 $550,000 $850,000 $1,692,000

Total Guaranteed $100,000 $400,000 $550,000 $850,000 $1,392,000
Total approval for FO, CL, OL, EM and Land Contract – Limitation IV 

OL+FO+CL+SW+EM+ 
Land Contract Total 
Direct and Guaranteed 

$0 $400,000 $550,000 $850,000 $2,192,000--*

 
SED, in consultation with FLC, may raise the loan approval authority limits for FLM’s and 
senior FLO’s who routinely show a higher than average loanmaking proficiency by the 
following: 
 
 direct loanmaking, increase up to an additional $50,000 
 
 guaranteed or a combination of direct and guaranteed loanmaking, increase up to an 

additional $200,000. 
 
SED, after consulting with FLC, shall issue a State supplement establishing the method and 
standards, including what constitutes higher than average proficiency, for monitoring and 
evaluating the basis for raising loan approval authorities.  This State supplement must be 
submitted for preapproval. 
 
Note: Loans to employees in a County Office must be approved by the State Office.  Loans 

to State Office employees must be approved by the National Office. 
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