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MARKETING ASSISTANCE LOANS (MAL) 

Short-term financing is available by obtaining low interest 
commodity loans for eligible harvested production.  A nine-month 
Marketing Assistance Loan provides financing that allows 
producers to store production for later marketing.  The crop may be 
stored on the farm or in the warehouse. 

Loans are available for producers who share in the risk of 
producing the eligible commodity and maintain beneficial interest in 
the crop through the duration of the loan.  Beneficial interest means 
retaining the ability to make decisions about the commodity, 
responsibility for loss because of damage to the commodity and 
title of the commodity.  Once beneficial interest in a commodity is 
lost, it is ineligible for a loan, even if you regain beneficial interest. 

 

 

FSA ANNOUNCES THE RESUMPTION OF 2013 MARKETING 
ASSISTANCE LOAN DISBURSEMENTS 

The Farm Service Agency has resumed processing and disbursement of 2013 marketing assistance 
loans.  Crop year 2013 marketing assistance loan-making was suspended October 1, 2013, to 
make changes necessary to accommodate the automatic funding reductions known as sequester. 

The marketing assistance loan programs provide interim financing to producers for agricultural 
commodities stored after harvest and then sold throughout the year.  Producers requesting 2013 
marketing assistance loans on their harvested commodities now will have a 5.1 percent reduction to 
the loan amount upon its disbursement, due to sequestration.  Marketing assistance loans issued by 
marketing associations and loan servicing agents are also subject to the sequestration reduction. 

During the period that loan-making was suspended, producers were still able to submit loan 
applications to their local FSA offices, marketing associations and loan servicing agents.  The 
processing and disbursement of these applications will begin immediately. 

For further information about marketing assistance loans, farmers may contact their local FSA office 
or go online to www.fsa.usda.gov. 
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NAP COVERAGE DEADLINES 

Noninsured Crop Disaster applications are due at different times according to the crop being 
insured.  Producers should apply for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage using form CCC-471 (Application for Coverage).  Related service fees are due when the 
application is filed.  The application and service fee must be filed by the crop sales closing date.  
Contact your local FSA office for the filing dates for your crops. 

 

BEGINNING FARMER LOANS 

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises.  Under these designated farm 
loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans.  FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 

program sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county's median size 

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
FSA office.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

CHANGING BANKS 

Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made electronically using direct deposit.  To keep 
the system running smoothly, it is critical to keep the local FSA staff up to date on changes you 
might make in your financial institutions. 

If you have changed accounts or institutions that might affect the direct deposit of your FSA 
payments, contact your local FSA office so we can update our files to insure continued 
uninterrupted service. 

 

FSA SIGNATURE POLICY 

Using the correct signatures when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in 
program benefits.  The following are FSA signature guidelines: 

• Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which 
either has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been 
provided to the local county office 

• Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, 
joint ventures, corporations, or other similar entities. 

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

11/28/2013    Thanksgiving Day, Office Closed 
12/02/2013    NAP Application Closing Date to Purchase Coverage for Perennial Forage Crops and 
                        Asparagus, Berry Crops, Cherries, Grapes, Honey, Oats, Peaches, and Plums 
12/16/2013    Final Date to Report 2014 Wheat Crop 
01/02/2014    NAP Application Closing Date to Purchase Coverage for Apples and Pears 

 

SELECTED INTEREST RATES FOR NOVEMBER 2013 

Direct Farm Operating Loans - 2.125%    
Direct Farm Ownership Loans - 4.25%     
Direct Farm Ownership Loans — Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.50%     
Emergency Loans - 3.125%     
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) - 2.00%     
Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 1.125%   

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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