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CRP MAINTENANCE ACTIVITY 

As we approach spring, Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
participants must consider any maintenance activity required on 
CRP contract acres.  These maintenance activities must be 
planned and completed to maintain the required practice cover as 
specified in the CRP contract.  Failure to maintain CRP cover can 
result in contract violations and loss of annual rental payments.  An 
example of failure to maintain cover would be volunteer trees or 
brush in grassland practices where threes are not included as part 
of the approved practice components in the Conservation Plan.  

All stands must be maintained by mowing, burning or chemicals to 
control noxious weeks, trees/brush, pests, etc.  All State designated 
noxious weeds such as Sericea Lespedeza, Musk Thistle, Johnson 
Grass and Bind Weed must be controlled.  Producers need to 
review their Conservation Plan as a guide to determine what is 
required of them.  If you have any questions or concerns contact 
your local FSA or Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS). 

 

 
AskFSA CUSTOMER SERVICE PORTAL 

AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA 
questions no matter where you are or what device you use.  It is for ALL customers, including 
underserved farmers and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation 
programs.  Through AskFSA you can:  

• Access our knowledge base 24/7;  
• Receive answers to your questions faster;  
• Submit a question and receive a timely response from FSA experts;  
• Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operations are updated;  
• Customize your account settings and view responses at any time;  

Please visit askfsa.custhelp.com to begin using AskFSA today.  

 

http://askfsa.custhelp.com/
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NONINSURED CROP DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
(NAP) 

The noninsured crop disaster assistance program (NAP) is a federally funded program that helps 
producers reduce their risk when growing food and fiber crops, specialty crops and crops for 
livestock feed.  These benefits are only available for crops for which the catastrophic level of crop 
insurance is not available.  Application for coverages must be filed by the applicable crop's 
application closing date. 

Production records for all crops must be reported to FSA no later than the acreage reporting date 
for the crop for the following year.  FSA requires that any production reported in a loss year be 
verifiable according to Agency specifications. NAP Losses must be reported within 15 days of the 
date the loss became apparent.  

All applications for NAP payment must be signed by the subsequent crop year's acreage reporting 
date in order to be considered timely. There are no late-file provisions for NAP applications for 
payment.  

Contact your local FSA County Office for more information on the NAP Program and for NAP 
application closing dates for specific crops. 

All applications for NAP payment must be signed by the subsequent crop year's acreage reporting 
date in order to be considered timely. There are no late-file provisions for NAP applications for 
payment.  

Contact your local FSA County Office for more information on the NAP Program and for NAP 
application closing dates for specific crops. 

 
DESIGNATION BY LANDOWNER PROVISION 

Producers are reminded of the importance of reporting to their local FSA Office any change to their 
farming operation that would affect the status of that farm so the change can be effective for the 
current fiscal year.  A farm, as defined by FSA, is generally made up of tracts that have the same 
owner and the same operator.  A sale of land in the farm or a tract of land within the farm would be 
an instance that requires notifying the local FSA office so a farm reconstitution can be initiated using 
the FSA-155, Request for Farm Reconstitution.  These requests must be made by August 1.  

A special provision exists that would allow contract acres to be divided in a manner agreed to by all 
sellers and buyers.  The method of division, known as the “Designation by Landowner” provision, 
must be requested and requires all sellers and buyers agree to the method by signing the FSA-155, 
or providing a memorandum of understanding that includes signatures of all sellers and buyers.   

The designation by landowner method of division may be used more specifically when:  

• Part of the farm is sold or ownership is transferred.  
• An entire farm is sold to 2 or more persons.  
• Farm ownership is transferred to 2 or more persons.  
• Part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred.  
• A tract is sold to 2 or more persons.  
• Tract ownership is transferred to 2 or more persons.  

When notifying the county office of ownership changes, the designation by landowner method of 
division should be discussed to see if this method would result in a more satisfactory division of 
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contract acres compared to the default method most commonly used for farm and tract 
divisions.  The designation by landowner method can only be used when requested and if all buyers 
and sellers agree in writing.  

 
NEW FARM BILL PROVIDES PERMANENT DISASTER 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

The 2014 Farm Bill, formally known as the Agricultural Act of 2014, makes the Livestock Forage 
Program (LFP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) permanent programs and provides 
retroactive authority to cover eligible losses back to Oct. 1, 2011.  

LFP provides compensation to eligible producers who suffered grazing losses due to drought and 
fire. LIP provides compensation to livestock producers who suffered livestock death losses in 
excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild 
by the Federal Government or protected by Federal law, including wolves and avian predators.  

USDA is determined to make implementing the livestock disaster programs a top priority and plans 
to open program enrollment by April 15, 2014.  

As USDA begins implementing the livestock disaster assistance programs, producers should record 
all pertinent information of natural disaster consequences, including:  

• Documentation of the number and kind of livestock that have died, supplemented if possible 
by photographs or video records of ownership and losses  

• Dates of death supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts  
• Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or to move animals to new pastures  
• Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed  
• Crop records, including seed and fertilizer purchases, planting and production records  
• Pictures of on-farm storage facilities that were destroyed by wind or flood waters  
• Evidence of damaged farm land.  

Many producers still have questions. USDA is in the process of interpreting Farm Bill program 
regulations. Additional information will be provided once the enrollment period is announced. In the 
meantime, producers can review the LIP and LFP Fact Sheets. Thanks for your patience as USDA 
works diligently to put Farm Bill programs into action to benefit the farmers and ranchers of rural 
America.  

 
 

FARM LOAN PROGRAM CHANGES 

Changes to FSA regulations have resulted in changes to both the Direct and Guaranteed Loans 
available through FSA.  The new regulations have removed Guaranteed Operating term limits. 
Previous and current guaranteed loan borrowers who were not eligible for further guaranteed loans 
due to the previous 15 year eligibility term limit may now be eligible for further guaranteed loans 
through their commercial lender. 

Also, the interest rate was reduced on Direct Loans where FSA provides 50 percent or less on 
jointly financed purchases of real estate also called Direct Farm Ownership Participation 
Loans.  The interest rate is currently 2.5%, but is subject to change. 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

07/15/2014     Final Date to Submit 2013 Production for ACRE Participants 
07/15/2014     Final Spring-seeded Acreage Reporting Deadline 

 
SELECTED INTEREST RATES FOR MARCH 2014 

Direct Farm Operating Loans - 2.25%    
Direct Farm Ownership Loans - 4.25%     
Direct Farm Ownership Loans — Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.50%     
Emergency Loans - 3.25%     
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) - 2.125%     
Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 1.125%   

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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