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The 2014 Farm Bill,
formally known as the
Agricultural Act of 2014,
makes the Livestock
Forage Program (LFP)
and Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP) permanent
programs and provides
retroactive authority to
cover eligible losses back
to October 1, 2011.

LFP provides
compensation to eligible
producers who suffered
grazing losses due to
drought. LIP provides
compensation to livestock
producers who suffered
livestock death losses in
excess of normal mortality
due to adverse weather

and attacks by animals
reintroduced into the wild
by the Federal
Government or protected
by Federal law, including
wolves and avian
predators.

Enrollment for these
programs began April 15,
2014 and will end January
30, 2015.

To expedite applications
for LFP, all producers who
experienced grazing
losses are encouraged to
bring records
documenting those losses
to their local FSA office,
including their cattle
inventory records and

documentation of their
leasing agreement. An
accurate acreage report
must be on file or be late-
filed to be eligible for
benefits.

For LIP applications,
producers will need
documentation of the
number and kind of
livestock that have died
and dates of death
supported by birth
recordings, purchase
receipts, rendering
receipts or other pertinent
records.

For more information
contact your local FSA
office.

The Emergency
Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybees and Farm-
Raised Fish Program
(ELAP) provides
emergency assistance to
eligible producers of
livestock, honeybees and
farm-raised fish that have
losses due to disease,
adverse weather, or other
conditions, such as
blizzards and wildfires.

ELAP assistance is
provided for losses not
covered by LFP and LIP.
This includes
reimbursement for some
water transportation
efforts for 2014 and future
program years if the
county reaches D3 on the
drought monitor index.

Producers who suffered
eligible livestock,

honeybee or farm-raised
fish losses during 2012
and 2013 program years
must submit a notice of
loss and application for
payment to their local FSA
office by August 1, 2014.
For 2014 program year
losses, the notice of loss
and an application for
payment must be
submitted by November 1,
2014.
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FSA Vision:

“A market-oriented,
economically and
environmentally
sound American
agriculture delivering
an abundant, safe
and affordable food
and fiber supply while
sustaining quality
agricultural
communities.”
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Producers may sign up
to receive FSA news
through their email
service provider.

You have probably
already noticed that you
have not been getting
newsletters in your mail
box. FSA has limited
funding to mail
newsletters.

Producers are being
asked to provide their
email address to their
local FSA office to receive
newsletters and other
reminders by email.

The email address that
you provide FSA will be
added to our electronic
news system
“GovDelivery.”

We also request that farm
and ranch operators
receiving FSA e-news
keep their landowners
informed of program sign-
ups if their landowners are
not also receiving FSA e-
news.

Newsletters are prepared
and delivered

electronically each month
to those that have already

signed up or will sign up
after reading this article.

Copies of Newsletters can
be obtained by visiting
your local FSA Office or
visiting us on the web at
www.fsa.usda.gov/ks.

GovDelivery does not sell
or distribute email lists to
other clients or
organizations. Email
addresses are protected
by the Privacy Act.

Please contact your local
FSA office to sign-up for
GovDelivery today.

Lesser Prairie-Chicken States Not Subject to Additional
Conservation Regulations

Farmers, ranchers and
landowners implementing
FSA Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP)
practices intended to
protect and increase
lesser prairie-chicken
populations will not be
subject to additional
regulations as a result of
the species’ listing as
threatened under the
Endangered Species Act.

FSA and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service
worked together to

develop a Biological
Opinion to ensure CRP
compliance with
Endangered Species Act
provisions. This Biological
Opinion gives
predictability to CRP
participants who
voluntarily apply protective
conservation practices for
the lesser prairie-chicken
so additional regulations
may be unnecessary in
the future. This gives
agricultural producers
using proactive
conservation practices

confidence that they can
maintain traditional
farming and ranching
activities.

The final rule for listing the
lesser prairie-chicken as a
threatened species and
the special rule limiting
regulatory impacts on
landowners and
businesses because of
this listing were both
effective May 12, 2014.
Visit your local FSA office
or go to www.fsa.usda.gov
for more information.

Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency Payments

Producers have through
close of business June 2,
2014 to apply for 2013
crop Marketing Assistance
Loans (MALs) and Loan
Deficiency Payments
(LDPs) for the following

crops: corn, cotton,
soybeans, rice, grain
sorghum, dry peas, lentils,
mustard seed, safflower
seed, large chickpeas and
sunflower seeds.

Producers may also make
applications for MALs and
LDPs (if applicable) for the
following 2014 crops:
wool, honey, and all other
eligible commodities after
harvest.
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Dates to remember:

July 15, 2014 - Final
acreage reporting
deadline for spring-
seeded crops

July 15, 2014 — Final
date to submit 2013
production for ACRE
participants

August 1, 2014 - Final
date to submit a notice of
loss for ELAP for 2012
and 2013 program years

November 1, 2014 —
Final date to submit a
notice of loss for ELAP
for 2014 program year

January 30, 2015 - Final
date to submit an
application for LIP and
LFP for 2011, 2012,
2013, and 2014 program
years

Kansas FSA Newsletter | May 2014

New Farm Bill Offers Increased Farm Loan Opportunities

The 2014 Farm Bill
includes FSA Farm Loan
Program (FLP)
modifications that create
flexibility for new and
existing farmers. The
Farm Bill expands lending
opportunities for
thousands of farmers and
ranchers to begin and
continue operations,
including greater flexibility
in determining eligibility,
raising loan limits, and
emphasizing beginning
and socially

disadvantaged producers.

Changes that will take
effect immediately include:
Elimination of the 15 year
term limit for guaranteed
operating loans;
Modification of the
definition of beginning
farmer, using the average
farm size for the county
qualifier instead of median
farm size; Modification of
the Joint Financing Direct
Farm Ownership Interest
Rate to 2 percent less
than the regular Direct

Farm Ownership rate, with
a floor of 2.5 percent;
Increase of the maximum
loan amount for Direct
Farm Ownership Down
Payment Loans to
$300,000; Elimination of
rural residency
requirements for Youth
Loans; Increase of the
guaranteed percentage on
Conservation Loans; And
Microloans will not count
toward term limits for
veterans and beginning
farmers.

May Farm Loan Interest Rates

Direct Operating Loan: 2.125%
Direct Farm Ownership:  4.000%
Youth Loan: 2.125%

CRP participants must
consider maintenance
activity required on CRP
contract acres. These
maintenance activities
must be planned and
completed to maintain the
required practice cover as
specified in the CRP
contract. Failure to
maintain CRP cover can
result in contract violations
and loss of annual rental
payments. An example of

failure to maintain cover
would be trees or brush in
grassland practices where
trees are not included as
part of the approved
practice components in the
Conservation Plan.

All stands must be
maintained by mowing,
burning or chemicals to
control noxious weeds,
trees/brush, pests, etc. All
State designated noxious

Acreage Reporting Deadline - July 15

After spring planting,
producers should certify
their 2014 acreage. Filing
an accurate acreage
report for all crops and
land uses, including failed
acreage and prevented
planting acreage, can
prevent the loss of
benefits for a variety of
programs.

Acreage reports are
required for many Farm
Service Agency (FSA)
programs. For crops
enrolled in programs other
than NAP (Noninsured
Crop Disaster Program),
acreage reports are to be
certified by the July 15
deadline on all spring-
seeded crops.

weeds such as Sericea
Lespedeza, Musk Thistle,
Johnson Grass and Bind
Weed must be controlled.
Producers need to review
their Conservation Plan as
a guide to determine what
is required of them. If you
have any questions or
concerns contact your
local FSA or Natural
Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS).

Acreage reports on crops
covered by NAP are due
in the county offices by
the earlier of July 15 for
spring-seeded crops, or
15 calendar days before
the onset of harvest or
grazing of the specific
crop acreage being
reported.
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USDA
—

We’re on the Web!

See us at:
www.fsa.usda.gov/ks

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of

Do not use this space

The FSA recently
announced the extension
of the Milk Income Loss
Contract (MILC) program,
which protects dairy
farmers against income
loss, through September
1, 2014, or until a new
Margin Protection
Program for dairy
producers (MPP) is
operational.

Contracts for eligible
producers enrolled in
MILC on or before
September 30, 2013, are
automatically extended

until the termination of the
MILC program. Dairy
operations with approved
MILC contracts will
continue to receive
monthly payments if a
payment rate is in effect.

Since MILC payments are
limited to a maximum
amount of milk production
each fiscal year, dairy
operations may select a
production start month
other than October 2013
(the start of fiscal year
2014). Producers who
want to select a different

production start month
must visit their local FSA
office between April 14,
2014, and May 30, 2014.

Previously, the deadline
for submitting marketing
data and supporting
documentation for 2013
fiscal year was November
1, 2013. This deadline
has been extended
through close of business
November 1, 2014.
Please contact your local
FSA office for more
information.

discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866)
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)
377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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