
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Change in Farming Operation 
If you have bought or sold land, or if you 
have picked up or dropped rented land from 
your operation, make sure you report the 
changes to the office as soon as possible. 
You need to provide a copy of your deed or 
recorded land contract for purchased 
property. Failure to maintain accurate 
records with FSA on all land you have an 
interest in can lead to possible program 
ineligibility and penalties. Making the record 
changes now will save you time in the 
spring. Update signature authorization when 
changes in the operation occur. Producers 
are reminded to contact the office of a 
change in operations on a farm so that 
records can be kept current and accurate. 
 

2009 SURE Applications 

The sign-up period for the 2009 crop year 
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments 
(SURE) program is January 10, 2011 
through July 29, 2011. SURE is one of five 
disaster programs included in the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 that 
provides assistance to farmers and ranchers 
who have suffered losses due to natural 
disasters.  

 

To be eligible for SURE a farm must have:  

 

• At least a 10 percent production loss on 
a crop of economic significance;  
 

• A policy or plan of insurance under the 
Federal Crop Insurance Act or the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) for all economically 
significant crops;  

 
• Been physically located in a county that 

was declared a primary disaster county 
or contiguous county by the Agriculture 
Secretary under a Secretarial Disaster 
Designation. Without a Secretarial 
Disaster Designation, individual 
producers may be eligible if the actual 
production on the farm is less than 50 
percent of the normal production on the 
farm due to a natural disaster.  

 
CRP - Annual Certification 
Before an annual rental payment can be 
issued, participants must certify to contract 
compliance using the FSA-578, Report of 
Acreage, or CCC-817U, Certification of 
Compliance for CRP. August 1, 2011 is the 
deadline for certifying 2011 CRP acreages. 
 
Changing Bank Accounts 
All FSA payments should be electronically 
transferred into your bank account. In order 

        
         

       
       

        

Farm Programs 
 
County Committee Election Results 
The 2010 Ford County Committee election 
for Local Administrative Area 2 (LAA2) 
was held December 10, 2010.  Robert 
Peintner was re-elected for another term.  
Shawn Tasset will serve as alternate.  
Thanks to both men for their willingness to 
serve on the Committee. 
 
Acreage Reporting 
Filing an accurate acreage report at your 
local FSA office can prevent the loss of 
benefits for a variety of programs. Failed 
acreage is acreage that was timely planted 
with the intent to harvest, but because of 
disaster related conditions, the crop failed 
before it could be brought to harvest. 
Prevented planting must be reported no later 
than 15 days after the final planting date. 
Annual acreage reports are required for 
most Farm Service Agency programs. 
Annual crop report deadlines vary based on 
region, crop, permanent vs. annual crop 
type, NAP or non-NAP crop and fall or 
winter seeding. 
 
Direct & Counter-Cyclical Payment 
Program (DCP) 
Signup for the Direct and Counter-Cyclical 
Payment (DCP) Program occurs annually 
with a June 1 deadline. FSA will not accept 
any late-filed applications.  
 
Signup in the ACRE program is also 
available through June 1 each year. If you 
elect the ACRE option, you are committed 
to this option through 2012, but you are still 
required to enroll annually by June 1.  
 
FSA computes DCP Program payments 
using base acres and payment yields 
established for each farm. Eligible 
producers receive direct payments at rates 
established by statute regardless of market 
prices. Each year you may request to receive 
advance direct payments based on 22 
percent of the direct payment for each 
commodity associated with the farm.  
 
Counter-cyclical payment rates vary 
depending on market prices and are issued 
only when the effective price for a 
commodity is statutorily set below its target 
price.  
 
The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service will 
save you time, reduce paperwork and speed 
up contract processing at FSA offices. It is 
available to anyone eligible to participate in 
the DCP Program. To access this online 
service, you must have an active USDA 
eAuthentication Level 2 account, which 
requires filling out an online registration 
form at http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov 
followed by a visit to the local USDA 
Service Center for identity verification. 
 

Ford County  
Farm Service Agency 
 
January 2011 
 
900 W Frontview 
Dodge City KS 67801 
 
PH 620-227-3731 
FAX 620-225-6919 
www.fsa.usda.gov/ks 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Office Staff 
Joseph M Gleason, 
County Executive Director 
 
Phillip Knoeber,  
Farm Loan Manager 
 
Brandon M Baugh,  
Farm Loan Officer 
 
Marcia Harms,  
Program Technician 
 
Erin Huston,  
Program Technician 
 
Julie Melia,  
Program Technician 
 
Mary Townley,  
Program Technician 
 
County Committee 
David Robb 
Robert Peintner 
Lyly Kregar 
DeKeta Schuckman 
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in 
all of its programs and activities on 
the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where 
applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, 
religion, sexual orientation, political 
beliefs, genetic information, 
reprisal, or because all or part of 
an individual’s income is derived 
from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.) Persons 
with disabilities who require 
alternative means for  
communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA, 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 
9410, Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-
9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 
(TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English 
Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 
(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is 
an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. 
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Farm Loan Programs 
 
Beginning Farmer and Rancher Loans 
FSA has a program to assist beginning farmers and/or members 
of socially disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA 
can provide financing to eligible applicants through either 
direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a 
person who: 
• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 

 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the 

operation of the farm 
 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower 

training and financial management program sponsored by 
FSA 

 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the 

county’s average size. Each member of an entity must meet 
the eligibility requirements. 

 
Loan approval is not guaranteed. Additional program 
information, loan applications, and other materials are available 
at your local USDA Service Center. You may also visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov   
 
Down Payment Program 
FSA has a special loan program to assist socially disadvantaged 
and beginning farmers in purchasing a farm. Retiring farmers 
may use this program to transfer their land to future 
generations. 
 
To qualify: 
• The applicant must make a cash down payment of at least 5 

percent of the purchase price. 
 
• The maximum loan amount does not exceed 45 percent of 

the least of (a) the purchase price of the farm or ranch to be 
acquired; (b) the appraised value of the farm or ranch to be 
acquired; or (c) $500,000 (Note: This results in a maximum 
loan amount of $225,000). 

 
• The term of the loan is 20 years. The interest rate is 4 

percent below the direct Farm Ownership loan rate, but not 
lower than 1.5 percent. 

 
• The remaining balance may be obtained from a commercial 

lender or private party. FSA can provide up to a 95 percent 
guarantee if financing is obtained from a commercial 
lender. Participating lenders do not have to pay a guarantee 
fee. 
 

• Financing from participating lenders must have an 
amortization period of at least 30 years and cannot have a 
balloon payment due within the first 20 years of the loan. 
 

Rural Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to 
establish and operate income-producing projects in connection 
with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects 
must be planned and operated with the help of the organization 
advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and 
provide the youth with practical business and educational 
experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000. 
 
Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 
• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto 

Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal 
resident alien 

 
• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 
 
• Reside in a rural area, city or town with a population of 

50,000 or fewer people 
 
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources 
 
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a 

supervised program of work as outlined above 
 
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and 

operating the project under guidance and assistance from a 
project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend 
the project and the loan, along with providing adequate 
supervision. 

 
Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the 
application forms. The FSA staff can help you with questions 
you may have about a particular program. 
 
Websites 
FSA - www.fsa.usda.gov  
Kansas FSA - www.fsa.usda.gov/ks 
On-Line Services – www.fsa.usda.gov – then click on Online 
Services on top menu bar 
USDA – www.usda.gov  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Ford County FSA Office 
900 W Frontview 
Dodge City KS 67801 

Dates to Remember 

Within 30 
days after loss 

Final date to file a Notice of Loss for LIP after 
livestock death is apparent 

May 31 Small grains certification deadline 

June 1 
Final signup date for 2011 Direct and Counter-
Cyclical Program (DCP) and Average Crop 
Revenue Election (ACRE) Program 

July 29 Final signup date for 2009 SURE 
August 1 CRP acreages certification deadline 
August 1 NAP acreages certification deadline 
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