
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 SURE continued 
 
3)  Been physically located in a 
county that was declared a primary 
disaster county or contiguous county 
under a Secretarial Disaster 
Designation.  Producers in counties 
without this disaster designation may 
be eligible if actual production on the 
total farm is less than 50% of the 
normal production on the farm due to 
a natural disaster.  SURE evaluates 
qualifying losses based on total farm 
revenue, not individual crop losses.  
If interested, producers are asked to 
contact the FSA Office to discuss the 
requirements. 
 
Enroll in 2011 DCP and ACRE 
through June 1, 2011 (Please call 
for an appointment) 
 
Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and 
Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) 
and the Average Crop Revenue 
Election (ACRE) program has begun 
and will continue through June 1. 
USDA computes DCP program 
payments using base acres and 
payment yields established for each 
farm.  Eligible producers receive 
direct payments at rates established 
by statute regardless of market 
prices.  For 2011, eligible producers 
may request advance direct payments 
based on 22 percent of the direct 
payment.  Counter-Cyclical payment 
rates vary depending on market 
prices.  These payments are issued 
only when the effective price for a 
commodity is below its target price.   
The optional ACRE option is a 
revenue-based commodity program 
authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill as 
an alternative to DCP.  The ACRE 
alternative provides eligible 
producers a state level revenue 
guarantee, based on the 5-year state 
Olympic average yield and the 2-year 
national average price.  For the 2011 
crop, the 2-year price average will be 
based on the 2009 and 2010 crop 
years.  The decision to enroll in the 
ACRE program is irrevocable.  The 
operator and owner(s) must agree to 
enroll in ACRE in 2011 and remain 
in ACRE through the 2012 crop year. 
 
 

2011 County Committee Election 
Results 
 
County committee elections were 
held this past December in Local 
Administrative Areas # 3 and 5.  
Results of the 2011 Greenwood/Elk 
County Committee Elections are as 
follows:  LAA #3 - Zelma Samuels 
elected as committee member.  
LAA#5 - Mona Lisa Meisch elected 
as committee member.  The new 
committee members will serve a 
three year term beginning January 1, 
2011. 
 
2011 County Committee Meetings 
 
Regular County FSA Committee 
meetings for the 2011 calendar year 
have been established as the second 
Tuesday of each month beginning at 
2:00pm.  Regular FSA county 
committee meetings are open to the 
public. 
 
2009 Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Payments Program 
(SURE) Sign Up Underway 
 
The sign-up period for the 2009 crop 
year SURE program began January 
10 and will continue through July 
29, 2011, SURE is one of five 
disaster programs included in the 
2008 Farm Bill that provides 
assistance to farmers and ranchers 
who have suffered losses due to 
natural disasters.  FSA encourages 
producers who suffered crop losses 
during the 2009 crop year to visit 
through local FSA office to learn 
more about the SURE program.  To 
be eligible for SURE a farm must 
have:  1) At least a 10 percent 
production loss on a crop of 
economic significance. 2) A policy 
or plan of insurance under the 
Federal Crop insurance Act or the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) for all 
economically significant crops.  
Producers considered socially 
disadvantaged, a beginning farmer or 
rancher, or a limited resource farmer 
may be eligible for SURE without a 
policy or plan of insurance or NAP 
coverage. 
 
 
 
 

Greenwood/Elk County  
Farm Service Agency 
 
January 21, 2011 
 
1819 E River St 
Eureka, KS  67045  
 
PH (620) 583-5544 
FAX (620) 583-6236 
www.fsa.usda.gov/ks 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Office Staff 
 
Ernest Reusser,  
County Executive Director 
Jane Armitage,  
Farm Loan Manager 
Angelia Gulick 
Program Technician 
Rhonda Matney,  
Program Technician 
Jim L Castillo  
Program Technician 
 
 
County Committee 
 
William J Cannon, Chairperson 
Kim Boone, Vice-chairperson 
Marshall Stauffer, Member 
Zelma Samuels, Member 
Mona Leisa Meisch, Member 
 
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in 
all of its programs and activities on 
the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where 
applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, 
religion, sexual orientation, political 
beliefs, genetic information, 
reprisal, or because all or part of 
an individual’s income is derived 
from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.) Persons 
with disabilities who require 
alternative means for 
communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA, 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 
9410, Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-
9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 
(TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English 
Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 
(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is 
an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. 
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USDA Announces Dates of Sorghum Checkoff 
Referendum 
 
The USDA has finalized procedures for the 
upcoming referendum on the continuation of the 
Sorghum Checkoff Program and is announcing the 
dates it will conduct the referendum.  For the 
program to continue, the Sorghum Promotion, 
Research, and Information order requires that a 
referendum be conducted no later than 3 years after 
the start of assessments, which began on July 1, 
2008.  The order requires a simple majority vote in 
the referendum for the program to continue. 
 
USDA will conduct the referendum February 1 
through February 28, 2011, at local Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) offices for producers and the 
Agricultural Marketing Service office.  Ballots may 
be obtained in person, by mail or facsimile at county 
FSA offices, or via the internet at 
www.ams.usda.gov/sorghumpage.  Any eligible 
person engaged in the production or importation of 
sorghum from July 1, 2008 to December 31, 2010, is 
eligible to participate.  Individuals are required to 
provide documentation such as a sales receipt or 
remittance form that shows they engaged in the 
production or importation of sorghum 
 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL) 
 
Low cost financing for storage facilities is available 
for qualifying producers to build or remodel farm 
storage facilities for a variety of commodities, 
including wheat, corn, grain sorghum, soybeans and 
hay crops.  The low interest rate changes monthly 
and is based on the rate of interest charged on 
Treasury Securities of comparable term.  Loan terms 
of 7, 10 and 12 years are available for the purchase 
and installation of new, eligible storage facilities or 
permanent affixed drying and handling equipment or 
for new components used to remodel existing 
facilities.  Eligible facilities include conventional 
type bins or cribs, new or remanufactured oxygen-
limiting upright and bunker silos, new permanently 
affixed structures suitable for storing hay and 
renewable biomass.  Loan limits are up to $500,000.  
Sign-up is continuous, as long as Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC) funds are available. 

Report 2011 Wheat and Other Small Grains by 
May31, 2011 (Please call for an appointment) 
 
Producers who plant 2011 wheat or other small 
grains are reminded to report those acres to the FSA 
office.  The final day to report small grain acreages is 
May 31, 2011.  Planting dates will be needed when 
acres are being reported.  Annual acreage reports are 
required for most FSA programs. 
 
Continuous Conservation Reserve Program  
(CCRP) 
The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program 
(CCRP) is an ongoing program to voluntarily enroll 
environmentally sensitive land into a program that 
decreases erosion, restores wildlife habitat and 
safeguards ground and surface water.  
Environmentally sensitive acreage qualifying for the 
CCRP will be eligible for annual rental payments 
and cost-share of up to 50% on approved practices as 
well as signing and practice incentive payments.  
Practices included under the CCRP are filter strips, 
field boarders, waterways and contour grass strips. 
 
Reconstitution of Farms 
 
For FSA program purposes, tracts having the same 
owner and the same operator are grouped under one 
farm serial number.  When changes in ownerships or 
operation take place, a farm reconstitution is 
necessary.  The reconstitution is the process of 
combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based 
on the farming operation.  To be effective for the 
current year, reconstitutions must be requested by 
August 1for farms enrolled in specific programs. 
Report any address, owner/operator or banking 
account changes to the FSA office immediately. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Greenwood/Elk County FSA Office 
1819 E River St 
Eureka, Ks  67045 

Dates to Remember 

Date What 
03/31/2011 Deadline to Request 2010 Wheat Loans 

05/31/2011 Deadline to Request Soybean, Corn and 
Grain Sorghum Loans 

05/31/2011 Deadline to Certify 2011 Small Grain Acres 
06/01/2011 Deadline to Sign up in DCP and/or ACRE 
07/29/2011 Deadline to Sign up for 2009 SURE Program 

08/01/2011 Deadline to Certify Corn, Sorghum, 
Soybeans and other cropland uses 
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