
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sorghum Checkoff: 
 
FSA is conducting a referendum   
February 1 – 28, 2011 to determine if 
the sorghum checkoff should 
continue.  The program is funded at 
0.6 % of the net market value on 
grain sorghum.  To vote, producers 
must show proof, such as a sales 
receipt, showing they held an interest 
in grain sorghum between July 1, 
2008 and December 31, 2010. 
 
CRP Reminders: 
 
Prescribed Burns: Producers should 
be creating fire-breaks, preparing 
equipment, etc., for burning 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) acreage February 1 through 
April 14.   Burning, mowing, and 
other activities are restricted during 
primary nesting period April 15 – 
July 15.  Enhancements/Seedings: 
Many producers are required to 
“enhance” existing CRP native grass 
with alfalfa or a forbs mix this 
spring, and some have new native 
grass mixes to plant.  Ensure these 
items are completed by the April 15 
(alfalfa) or May 15 deadlines.   
 
2011 DCP and ACRE Signup: 
  
Farms can be enrolled in the 2011 
Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program 
(DCP) and Average Crop Revenue 
Election Program (ACRE) through 
June 1, 2011. Advance payments can 
be requested at 22 percent of the total 
“direct” amount.  The ACRE option 
is intended to provide a safety net for 
crop revenue shortfalls due to price 
and/or production declines at the 
state- and farm-level.  Both state and 
farm “triggers” must be met before 
ACRE payments are due.  The state-
level revenue guarantee is based on a 
5-year state Olympic average yield 
and a 2-year national average price. 
By participating in ACRE, producers 
forgo counter-cyclical payments, 
receive a 20% reduction in direct 
payments, and take a 30% reduction 
in loan rates. The decision to elect 
ACRE binds the farm to the program 
through the 2012 crop year.  
 

Acreage Reporting: 
 
   May 31, 2011 is the final date to 
timely file acreage reports for 2011-
crop wheat, oats, barley, triticale, 
and other small grain crops.  Most 
farm operators have already reported 
their wheat acres, and we encourage 
all others to report by February 28. If 
you plant oats this spring, do not 
forget to report the acreage 
immediately.  Late-filing fees and 
other requirements apply to late 
acreage reports. 
   August 1, 2011 is the deadline to 
report all other crop and land use 
acreage including CRP acreage.  
Most federal farm programs require 
an annual acreage report to maintain 
eligibility.  Currently, the SURE 
program (see below) requires a 
report of all cropland and non-
cropland for producer eligibility. 
 
2009-crop SURE Signup: 
 
A signup for the Supplemental 
Revenue (SURE) Assistance 
Program began January 10 and will 
end July 29, 2011.  SURE may 
provide assistance to eligible 
producers on “farms” that have 
incurred significant revenue losses 
due to crop production and/or quality 
problems related to adverse weather.  
A “farm”, for SURE purposes, refers 
to all acreage nationwide that is 
planted to crops for commercial use, 
except grazing.  If you had severe 
2009 crop losses, contact FSA.  
 
AFIDA: 
 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment 
Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires 
any foreign investor who buys, sells, 
transfers, or engages in long term 
leases of U.S. agricultural land to 
report the transaction to FSA within 
90 days. 
 
2011 NAP Closing Date:   
March 15, 2011 is the last date to 
purchase coverage for 2011 sorghum 
forage (and numerous fruits and 
vegetables) under the Non-insured 
Assistance Program (NAP).    
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in 
all of its programs and activities on 
the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where 
applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, 
religion, sexual orientation, political 
beliefs, genetic information, 
reprisal, or because all or part of 
an individual’s income is derived 
from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.) Persons 
with disabilities who require 
alternative means for 
communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
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discrimination, write to USDA, 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
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9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-
9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 
(TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English 
Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 
(Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is 
an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. 
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Payment Eligibility: 
 
Program payments are limited by direct attribution to 
individuals or entities. Through direct attribution, 
payment limitation is based on the total payments 
received by the individual, both directly and 
indirectly. Qualifying spouses are eligible to be 
considered separate persons for payment limitation 
purposes, rather than being automatically combined 
under one limitation. Individuals and entities must be 
“actively engaged in farming” with respect to a 
farming operation in order to be eligible for specified 
payments and benefits. In general, to be “actively 
engaged in farming,” the individual or entity must 
make significant contributions to the farming 
operation of: (1) capital, equipment, land, or a 
combination; and (2) personal labor or active 
personal management, or a combination. 
 
Payments and benefits under certain FSA programs 
are subject to some or all of the following: 
• payment limitation by direct attribution 
• payment limitation amounts for the applicable 

programs 
• actively engaged in farming requirements 
• cash-rent tenant rule 
• foreign person rule average AGI limitations 
 
No program benefits subject to limitation will be 
provided until: 

o all required forms for the specific 
situation are provided 

o necessary payment eligibility and 
payment limitation determinations are 
made 

• after 2009, a farm operating plan is not required 
to be filed annually, if the farming operation 
continues to be conducted as reflected on the 
farm operating plan and supporting documents 
are on file in the County Office 

• if any changes occur that could affect an actively 
engaged in farming, cash-rent tenant, foreign 
person, or average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 
determination, producers must timely notify the 
County Office by filing revised farm operating 
plans and/or supporting documentation, as 
applicable. Failure to timely notify the County 
Office may adversely affect payment eligibility. 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL): 
 
Low cost financing for storage facilities is available 
for qualifying producers to build or remodel farm 
storage facilities for a variety of commodities, 
including all grain crops and forage/hay. The low 
interest rate changes monthly and is based on the rate 
of interest charged on Treasury Securities of 
comparable term. Depending on the loan amounts, 
terms of 7, 10, and 12 years are available for the 
purchase and installation of new, eligible storage 
facilities or permanently affixed drying and handling 
equipment or for new components used to remodel 
existing facilities. Eligible facilities include 
conventional type grain bins, oxygen-limiting 
upright and bunker silos, and new permanently 
affixed structures suitable for storing hay. Loan 
principal is generally for 85 percent of net costs, and 
loans exceeding $50,000 require real estate 
mortgages. Sign-up is continuous, as long as CCC 
funds are available. Contact the FSA office for more 
details. 
                2010-Crop Loan Deadlines   
Low interest commodity loans are available for farm- 
or warehouse-stored grain for up to nine months 
following the month of loan approval.  The following 
deadlines apply for commodity loans:  
MARCH 31:  Wheat, Oats, and Barley.  
MAY 31: Corn, Milo, Soybeans, and Sunflowers. 

Lincoln County Loan Rates 
Crop Year 2010 

Wheat $ 2.78/bu 
Corn $ 1.96/bu 
Grain Sorghum $ 3.35/cwt 
Sunflowers $ 10.34/cwt 
Oats $ 1.43/bu 
Soybeans $ 4.85/bu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Lincoln County FSA Office 
P.O. Box 156 
Lincoln KS 67455-0156 

Dates to Remember 

Date Item 
March 31st  Loan Deadline – 2010 Small Grains 
May 31st  Loan Deadline – 2010 Course Grains 
May 31st Acreage Reporting Deadline – Small Grains 
June 1st Final date for 2011 DCP/ACRE, Recons 

August 1st Acreage Reporting Deadline – Spring 
Seeded Crops, CRP, Other Land Uses 

 


