
Press Credentials 
 
If you are a member of the press and would like to attend the conference, you need to 
provide the following credentials in order to waive the registration fee: 
 

• Copy of publication or broadcast with your byline 
• Letter from publisher or station manager verifying your role as a journalist 

 
Fax this information to 202-720-2979, attention Isabel Benemelis. 
 
Conference Registration 
 
• Journalists are required to register for the conference. Registration generates a 

name badge and press packet. 
 
• Registration can be completed at 

https://erielake.sc.egov.usda.gov/ifac/default.asp. Journalists are not required to 
pay the registration fee for conference attendance. Leave this portion of the 
registration form blank. 

 
Press Contact and Information 
 
• If you have questions or need to arrange interviews with USDA staff or                 

non-government attendees, please contact: 
 
Linda Habenstreit, telephone 202-720-9442, email 
linda.habenstreit@fas.usda.gov 
 
or 
 
Isabel Benemelis, telephone 202-720-7809, email 
isabel.benemelis@wdc.usda.gov 

 
• If you have questions or need to arrange interviews with USAID staff, please 

contact Gina Jackson, telephone 202-712-1917, email gjackson@usaid.gov 
 
Press Room Location 
 
Westin Crown Center Hotel, Pershing West 
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