
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2011 COC ELECTION 
 
We want to take this time to say 
“THANK YOU” to Ken Berry for his 
years of service on the County 
Committee. We appreciate all he has 
done the past 9 years.  
 
We also want to welcome Harry Atwell 
who was elected to serve in LAA #3 
(Stanton, Garfield, Sheridan, Logan, 
Blaine, Sherman and Chapman 
townships). It was a really tight election 
with Chuck Condray becoming the 
alternate for LAA #3.  
 
Conservation Loan Program 
 
The Conservation Loan (CL) program 
provides access to credit to implement 
conservation practices that will conserve 
natural resources.  
 
CL funds can be used to implement 
conservation practices approved by 
NRCS, such as installation of 
conservation structures, installation of 
water conservation measures, 
establishment or improvement of 
pastures, implementation of manure 
management, and the adaption or other 
emerging or existing conservation 
practices, techniques, or technologies. 
For more information, contact the FSA 
office or your Farm Loan team in Salina, 
785-825-8269. 
 
FARM LOAN PROGRAMS 
 
The Farm Service Agency is committed 
to providing family farmers with loans 
to meet their farm credit needs. If you 
are having trouble getting the credit you 
need for your farm, or regularly borrow 
from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans 
are currently available.  
 
Ask your lender about an FSA loan 
guarantee if you have had a set back and 
your lender is reluctant to extend or 
renew your loan. Farm ownership loans 
for a maximum of up to $300,000. 
Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum 
indebtedness of $1,199,000.  
 
Loans are available to rural youth to 
establish and operate income –producing 
projects. 
 
We encourage you to contact your local 
Farm Loan Programs Staff.  

2011 DCP and ACRE Signup 
 
The enrollment period for the 2011 
Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program 
(DCP) and Average Crop Revenue 
Election Program (ACRE) ends on June 
1, 2011. 
 
The ACRE program provides eligible 
producers a state-level revenue 
guarantee, based on the 5-year state 
Olympic average yield and the 2-year 
national average price.  ACRE 
payments are made when both state and 
farm-level triggers are met. By 
participating in ACRE, producers elect 
to forgo counter-cyclical payments and 
a 30% reduction in loan rates. The 
decision to elect ACRE binds the farm 
to the program through the 2012 crop 
year.  
 
Planted crops considered eligible for 
ACRE payments include: wheat, barley, 
oats, grain sorghum, corn, upland 
cotton, peanuts, pulse crops, (dry peas, 
lentils, chickpeas, or garbanzo beans), 
rice, soybeans, and other oilseeds 
(canola, crambe, flaxseed, mustard seed, 
rapeseed, safflower, and sesame seed). 
 
Report Failed & Prevented Planting 
to FSA 
 
Crop acreage that fails or is significantly 
damaged by adverse weather or related 
conditions should be reported to FSA 
within 15 days of the disaster event, or 
when the loss is apparent, and definitely 
before any failed crop is grazed, hayed, 
silage, destroyed or abandoned. When 
the weather does not permit crops from 
being timely planted, “prevented 
planting” provisions may apply.  
 
Any prevented planting acreage must be 
reported within 15 days from the final 
planting dates set for crop insurance or 
NAP (for non-insurable crops).  Late-
filing fees must be charged for field 
inspections if the reporting deadlines are 
past.   
 
Report 2011 Crop Year Small Grains 
 
We encourage you to timely and 
accurately report acreages that match 
with crop insurance records. FSA 
measurement services are available with 
GPS at established costs if you are not 
sure of your acreages. June 1, 2011, is 
the final date to report acreages of 
wheat, oats, barley and triticale.  
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The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in all of its 
programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital 
status, familial status, parental 
status, religion, sexual 
orientation, political beliefs, 
genetic information, reprisal, or 
because all or part of an 
individual’s income is derived 
from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for 
communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA, 
Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Stop 9410, Washington, DC 
20250-9410, or call toll-free at 
(866) 632-9992 (English) or 
(800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 
377-8642 (English Federal-
relay) or (800) 845-6136 
(Spanish Federal-relay). 
USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and 
employer. 
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Payment Eligibility 
 
Program payments are limited by direct attribution to 
individuals or entities. A legal entity is defined as an 
entity created under Federal or State Law that owns land 
or an agricultural commodity, product or livestock. 
Through direct attribution, payment limitation is based on 
the total payments received by the individual, both 
directly and indirectly.  Qualifying spouses are eligible to 
be considered separate persons for payment limitation 
purposes, rather than being automatically combined under 
one limitation. Individuals and entities must be “actively 
engaged in farming” with respect to a farming operation 
in order to be eligible for specified payments and benefits. 
To be “actively engaged in farming,” the individual or 
entity must make significant contributions to the farming 
operation of: (1) capital, equipment, land or a 
combination; and (2) personal labor or active personal 
management, or a combination.  
 
Payments and benefits under certain FSA programs are 
subject to some or all of the following: 
*payment limitation by direct attribution 
*payment limitation amounts for the applicable programs 
*actively engaged in farming requirements 
*cash-rent tenant rule 
*foreign person rule average AGI limitations 
No program benefits subject to limitation will be 
provided until: 
*all required forms for the specific situation are provided 
*necessary payment eligibility and limitations 
determinations are made 
*The farm operation plan is not required to be filed 
annually, if the operation continues to be conducted as 
reflected on the farm operation plan and supporting 
documents are on file in the County Office 
* if any changes occur that could affect an actively 
engaged in farming, cash-rent tenant, foreign person, or 
average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) determination, 
producers must timely notify the County Office by filing 
revised farm operating plans and/or supporting 
documentation, as applicable. Failure to timely notify the 
County Office may adversely affect payment eligibility.  
 
Foreign Buyers Notification  
 
Foreign investors of U.S. Agricultural land are required 
by law to report their land holdings, acquisitions, leases of 
10 years or more and land use changes within 90 days to 
the local FSA office. Failure to report these changes can 
result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair 
market value of their interest in the agricultural land.  

Reconstitutions 
 
FSA program purposes, tracts having the same owner and 
the same operator are grouped under one farm serial 
number. When changes in ownership or operation take 
place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The 
reconstitution (recon) is the process of combining or 
dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming 
operation. Remember, to be effective for the current year, 
recons must be requested by August 1 for farms enrolled 
in specific programs. The following are the different 
methods used when doing a farm recon: 

 
• Estate Method – the division of bases, 

allotments and quotas for a parent farm among 
heirs in settling and estate; 

• Designation of Landowner Method – may be 
used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership 
is transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or 
more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred 
to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold 
or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to 
two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is 
transferred to two or more persons. In order to 
use this method the land sold must have been 
owned for at least 3 years, or a waiver granted 
and the buyer and seller must sign a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU); 

• DCP Cropland Method – the division of bases 
in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for 
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland 
on the parent farm.  

• Default Method- the division of bases for a 
parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases 
attributed to the tract level when the 
reconstitution is initiated in the system.  

 
Reconstitutions must be requested by August 1 or the 
fiscal year for farms subject to DCP. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember 

Date What 
Jan 10 SURE 2009 SIGN UP BEGINS 
Jan. 17 MLK Birthday Office Closed 
Feb. 21  Washington’s Birthday Office Closed 
March 13 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
April 24  Easter Sunday 
May 30  Memorial Day Office Closed 
June 1  Final date to sign up for DCP/ACRE  
June 1  Final date to report crop acreages 

 


