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DCP and ACRE Program Signup 
 
Signup for the 2011 DCP and ACRE has begun and 
runs through June 1, 2011.  Advance direct payments 
of 22% are available beginning in December.  New 
Adjusted Gross Income certifications are required 
each year and must be completed before payments 
can be issued.   
 
Contact your local FSA office to ask about scheduling 
an appointment to complete this task. 
 

AGI Verification 
 

In order to receive any government payments from 
FSA or NRCS, you must complete the CCC-926, 
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Statement each year 
you earn payments. 
 
The AGI verification process requires all program 
participants to provide written consent to IRS to use 
tax information on file and disclosure non-compliance 
with the average AGI limitations.  (FSA will not 
receive a copy of any tax returns or have any access 
to your tax records.)  Producers that did not 
complete and mail the form to the IRS were notified 
recently by letter that they have 30 days to complete 
and submit the form to the IRS.  The letter instructs 
them to obtain the form on-line or contact the local 
Service Center to obtain the form.  CCC-927 is for 
individuals and revocable trusts using a social 
security number.  CCC-928 is for entities using an 
EIN number. 
 
The name and address of the individual or legal entity 
on the CCC-927 or CCC-928 must correspond with 
the tax identification number of the individual or legal 
entity. 
 
Do not delay; timely submission of the form is 
required to maintain 2009 and 2010 payment 
eligibility.  Failure to do so will result in collection 
of all payments issued for 2009 and 2010. 
 

Certify Your Acres 
 
The final date to certify small grains is May 
31, 2011, or 15 days prior to haying or 
grazing.  Contact the FSA office to 
schedule an appointment to complete this 
task. 
 

Paper Check Conversion 
 

Over the next year, FSA will be moving toward an 
electronic method for processing producers’ 
checks.  This will allow FSA to process collections 
faster.  When producers present checks in person 
or through the mail, the checks will be converted 
into an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).  The funds 
will be debited from the producer’s account, usually 
within 24 hours of receipt.   
 
The transfer of funds from your account could occur 
within 24 hours.  Therefore, you should be sure that 
you have sufficient funds in your account to 
process the transaction. 

 

 
 
 

Conservation Loan Program 
 
Farm Service Agency has a new Conservation Loan 
(CL) program that will provide farmers access to 
credit to implement conservation techniques that will 
conserve natural resources.  

 
CL funds can be used to implement conservation 
practices approved by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), such as the 
installation of conservation structures; establishment 
of forest cover; installation of water conservation 
measures; establishment or improvement of 
permanent pastures; implementation of manure 
management; and the adaptation of other emerging 
or existing conservation practices, techniques or 
technologies.  The interest rate for this program will 
be the real estate interest rate which is 4.375% for 
October 2010. 

 
Direct CLs can be obtained through FSA offices with 
loan limits up to $300,000. Guaranteed CLs up to 
$1,119,000 are available from lenders working with 
FSA.  There is not a “test for credit” for this CL 
program and therefore farmers of all financial 
strengths are eligible for this program.  There is a 
streamlined application process for applicants with a 
strong financial position that meet certain financial 
requirements.   
 

County Committee Elections 
 
Ballots will be mailed to all eligible voters beginning 
November 5th.  If there is an election in your LAA this 
year and you do not receive a ballot, 
please contact your local office.  In order 
for a ballot to be counted, the return 
envelope must be signed by the eligible 
voter.  Powers of attorneys are not 
allowed; but, an authorized signature authority for an 
entity is valid. Ballots are due back in the county 
office by the close of business on December 6, 2010.   
 

NAP Coverage Deadline 
 
For Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) coverage, eligible producers must apply and 
pay the applicable service fees by the application 
closing date.  NAP Service Fees are $250 per crop; 
not to exceed $750 per county or $1,875 per 
producer for all counties.  Dec. 1 is the final 
application closing date for all grasses, alfalfa, oats, 
mixed forages, apricots, asparagus, blueberries, 
cranberries, cherries, clover, grapes, lespedeza, 
honey, nectarines, peaches, plums, strawberries, and 
vetch. 
 
Foreign Investors 90 Day Reporting Rule 

 
Foreign investors acquiring or transferring any 
interest in agricultural land exceeding 10 acres are 
required to report the transaction to FSA 
within 90 days.  Failure to disclose this 
interest can result in civil penalties of up 
to 25 percent of the land’s market value. 
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FSA Loan Programs 
 
FSA direct & guaranteed loan programs are designed 
to help provide capital, economic opportunities and 
economic stability to the agriculture sector while 
offering producers and lenders some protection from 
financial risks. 
 
One of the R/E programs that FSA offers is a 
Beginning Farmer Downpayment (BFDP) program 
that may be beneficial to lenders working with 
beginning farmers (less than 10 years farming 
experience) or socially disadvantaged farmers 
(women & minorities) that do not have the 
downpayment requirement or may not meet other 
lender requirements.  This program requires a 5% 
downpayment; FSA finances 45% of the purchase 
price at a 1.5% interest rate for 20 years.  The lender 
finances 50% of the purchase price for 30 years (can 
be a 20 year note with a balloon payment & a 30 year 
amortization) with the lender obtaining a 1st lien 
mortgage.  In essence this program gives the lender 
a 50% equity margin and gives the applicant an 
opportunity to purchase land and a better chance to 
succeed. 
 

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 
 
USDA makes loans to participants to purchase and 
construct new storage structures for farm products.  
The maximum loan amount is $500,000.  The term of 
the loan on the larger loans may be for 7, 10 or 12 
years.  The interest rates for loans approved in 
October are 2.125% for a 7 year loan, 2.625 for 10 
year, and 2.875 on 12 year loans.  The principle 
amount must exceed $100,000 to be eligible for the 
10 year term and $250,000 for a 12 year term.  There 
is a $100 application fee.  USDA requires a 15% 
down payment for the program.  Eligible storage 
structures include grain bins, drying equipment, 
concrete pads, and the electrical needs of the bins 
just to name a few.  FSA also lends on silage pits, 
hay sheds and other farm storage structures.  
Producers will be required to carry crop insurance or 
NAP on all crops of economic significance.   
 

Reasonable Accommodations 
 
Special accommodations will be made for individuals 
with disabilities, or vision or hearing impairment.  
Please contact the County Executive Director of your 
local office for any arrangements you may need. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spouse Signature Authority 
 

Spouses can sign most FSA program documents on 
behalf of each other without a power of attorney on 
file unless a written notification of denial is provided 
to the office.  For crop loans, an FSA Power of 
Authority form, FSA-211 must be on file for spouses 
to sign for each other. 
 

Commodity Loans 
 
FSA offers nine month commodity loans for 
warehouse or farm stored grain.  FSA no longer 
requires producers to pre-pay storage for warehouse 
loans.  Farm stored loans may be certified or 
producers can pay for a measurement service to 
have the grain measured.  Bins must be in good 
condition and have permanently attached inside and 
outside ladders.  The grain needs to be level and 
allow for safe access. 
 

          Dates to Remember 

Dec 1 
Final date to purchase NAP for 
2011 grass, alfalfa, oats, honey, 
& mixed forages. 

Dec 6 Final date to return ballots. 

Jan 31 
Final date to file application for 
payment for livestock, honey 
bees or farm-raised fish losses. 

Jan 31 Final date to request loan or LDP 
on wool, mohair & unshorn pelts. 

Mar 15 
Final date to purchase NAP for 
2011 sorghum forage, cotton, & 
millet. 

Mar 31 Final date to obtain loan on 2010 
wheat, barley, or oats. 

May 31 
Final date to obtain loan on 2010 
corn, milo, soybeans, oilseeds, 
or cotton. 

Nondiscrimination Statement 
“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of 
an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or 
(800) 845-6136  Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 

Now is the time to report any owner or 
operator changes for 2011 so we can 
timely update your records.  In addition, 
if you change banks or account 
numbers, you will need to complete a 
new direct deposit form so your 
payments will be issued correctly. 
 


