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FSA Announces The Resumption of 2013 Crop Commodity Loan Disbursements
New County Committee Election Ballots to be Mailed

FSA Signature Policy

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.

LDPs for Unshorn Lamb Pelts

Allegan County FSA Updates

Allegan County FSA Office. ESA Announces The Resumption of 2013

1668 Lincoln Road Crop Commodity Loan Disbursements

Allegan, Ml 49010
The Farm Service Agency has resumed processing and disbursement of
Phone: 269-673-6940 2013 crop commodity loans. Crop year 2013 commodity loan-making was
Fax: 855-643-5268 suspended Oct. 1, 2013, to make changes necessary to accommodate the
automatic funding reductions known as sequester.

County Executive Director:
David J Mroczek The commodity loan programs provide interim financing to producers for

agricultural commodities stored after harvest and then sold throughout the
year. Loans taken out in January 2014 will mature October 31,

Farm Loan Manager: 2014. Producers requesting 2013 crop commodity loans on their

Paul Wagner harvested commodities now will have a 5.1 percent reduction to the loan
amount upon its disbursement, due to the sequestration. Commaodity

Program Technician: loans issued by marketing associations and loan servicing agents are also

Penny Andrews subject to the sequestration reduction.

County Committee Members:  During the period that loan-making was suspended, producers were still

Paul Collier - Chair able to submit loan applications to their county FSA offices, marketing

Frank Doezema - Vice Chair associations and loan servicing agents. The processing and

Jeff Lenhart - Member disbursement of these applications will begin immediately.

Lori Drozd - Advisor

) For further information about commodity marketing loans, farmers may
Next County Committee contact their local FSA office or go online to www.fsa.usda.gov
Meeting: February 05, 9:30 am

New County Committee Election Ballots to be Mailed

The County Committee Election ballots that were mailed to producers on Nov. 4 were incorrectly printed with the
producer's name and address on the back of the ballot. County committee elections must use a secret ballot so the
misprinted ballots cannot be used. Please destroy or recycle the misprinted ballot. If you have already voted, your ballot
will be destroyed unopened.


https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/226300/plaintext%23link_1387398311435
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/226300/plaintext%23link_1387398466703
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/226300/plaintext%23link_1387398489932
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/226300/plaintext%23link_1387398757760
https://admin.govdelivery.com/abe/bulletins/226300/plaintext%23link_1387398557249
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTMxMTA2LjI0OTI0NTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEzMTEwNi4yNDkyNDU2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTY0MjcxJmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2Fzc2llLmJhYmxlQHR4LnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1jYXNzaWUuYmFibGVAdHgudXNkYS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&100&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

New ballots will be mailed to producers on December 20, 2013. These ballots will indicate that they are the
corrected ballot in several places, including on the outside of the mailing, on the ballot and on the outside of the return
envelope.

The corrected ballot must be returned to the Name County FSA Office or postmarked by January 17, 2014. The
ballots will be counted at the Allegan County FSA office on Wednesday, January 22nd at 10:00 am. All newly elected
county committee members will take office February 18, 2014. All county committee members whose term expires on
Dec. 31, 2013, will have their term extended to January 31, 2014. County committee members are an important
component of the operations of FSA and provide a link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and
ranchers elected to county committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and
judgment to make decisions on commodity price support programs; conservation programs; incentive indemnity and
disaster programs for some commodities; emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official
regulations designed to carry out federal laws. To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or
cooperate in an FSA program. A person who is not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming
operations of an entire farm may also be eligible to vote.

The candidate in this year’s election is: Frank Doezema nominated in LAA 3, to represent Casco, Cheshire, Gun Plain,
Lee, Martin, Otsego, Trowbridge and Watson townships.

More information on county committees, such as the new 2013 fact sheet and brochures, can be found on the FSA
website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center

FSA Signature Policy

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program benefits. The
following are FSA signature guidelines:

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an
interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office

Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations, or other similar entities

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office.

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.

The new maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL is $500,000. Participants are now required to provide a
down payment of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the eligible
storage facility and permanent drying and handling equipment. Additional security is required for poured-cement open-
bunker silos, renewable biomass facilities, cold storage facilities, hay barns and for all loans exceeding $50,000. New
loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available depending on the amount of the loan. Interest rates for each term rate may
be different and are based on the rate which CCC borrows from the Treasury Department. Payments are available in
the form of a partial disbursement and the remaining final disbursement. The partial disbursement will be available after
a portion of the construction has been completed. The final fund disbursement will be made when all construction is
completed. The maximum amount of the partial disbursement will be 50 percent of the projected and approved total
loan amount.

The following commodities are eligible for farm storage facility loans:


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce

Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley or minor oilseeds
harvested as whole grain

Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley harvested as other-than-whole grain
Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas, dry beans and dry peas

Hay

Renewable biomass

Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - cold storage facilities

Honey

For more information about FSFL please visit your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.

LDPs for Unshorn Lamb Pelts

Eligible producers have until Jan. 31, 2014, to apply for Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) for unshorn pelts produced
during the 2013 crop year. Eligible producers must have beneficial interest in the pelts, owned the lamb for at least 30
calendar days before the date of slaughter and sell the unshorn lamb for immediate slaughter. Producers must also
comply with wetland conservation and highly erodible land conservation provisions on all lands they operate or have
interest in.

To qualify for payment, pelts must have been produced by an eligible producer from live unshorn lambs of domestic
origin in the United States.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410
or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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