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USDA Notifies Producers on Acreage
History and Yields.

Written notifications from USDA are underway to farmers that provide
updates on their current base acres, yields and 2009-2012 planting history.

Please cross check the letter from USDA with your farm records. If the
information is correct, no further action is needed at this time, but if our letter
is incomplete or incorrect, contact your local FSA office as soon as

possible.

Verifying the accuracy of data on a farm’s acreage history is a required early
step for enrolling in the upcoming Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) program
and the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program. Later this summer, farmers
and ranchers will have an opportunity to update their crop yield information
and reallocate base acres.

By mid-winter all producers on a farm will be required to make a one-time,
unanimous and irrevocable election between price protection and county
revenue protection or individual revenue protection for 2014-2018 crop
years. Producers can expect to sign contracts for ARC or PLC for the 2014
and 2015 crop years in the spring of 2015.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas,
corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts,
dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (includes short grain
rice and temperate japonica rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans,
sunflower seed, and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered
commodity.

Visit www.fsa.usda.gov or the local FSA office for information about FSA and
the 2014 Farm Bill programs.
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Preventing Fraud

The Farm Service Agency supports the Risk Management Agency in the prevention of fraud, waste and abuse of
the Federal Crop Insurance Program. FSA has been, and will continue to, assist RMA and insurance providers by
monitoring crop conditions throughout the growing season. FSA will continue to refer all suspected cases of fraud,
waste and abuse directly to RMA.

Producers can report suspected cases to the FSA office, RMA, or the Office of the Inspector General.

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-Up Continues

As of Tuesday, April 15, 2014, orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from natural
disasters that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011, can sign up for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP). TAP was
authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance to
qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged
by natural disasters.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. Nursery
trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for
pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality
from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural
disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes
and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months from
the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for
which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually.

Microloan Program

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique financial
operating needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan
features a streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers. This loan program
will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop
houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer,
utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses. As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for a
regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender
under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan programs
available should contact their local FSA office to set up an appointment with a loan official.



Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs,
FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a
beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
e Wil materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e * Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA Service
Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)
377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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