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Changes to Crop Certification Deadline 
Dates 
 
All producers are reminded that beginning with program year 2013, crop 
reporting dates for Michigan crops changed.  See table below.  
 
Crops                                                                                              Dates  

Apples Blueberries, Cherries, Grapes, Peaches                      January 15  

Spring Barley, cabbage (Planted 3/131-5/31), Corn,                       July 15  
Dry Beans, Forage Seeding, Green Peas, Hybrid  
Corn Seed, Spring Oats, Onions, Popcorn, Potatoes,  
Soybeans, Sugar Beets, Tomatoes, and all other Crops.      

Cabbage (Planted 6/1-7/20), Processing Beans                        August 15  

Perennial Forage, Fall Wheat, and all other Fall-                   November 15 
seeded small grains.  

Please contact your local FSA office, prior to the deadline dates and make 
an appointment to certify your crops  
 

 
2013 County Committee Elections 
 
The election of agricultural producers to the Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
county committees is important to all farmers and ranchers.  It is crucial that 
every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county 
committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.   
 
County Committee (COC) members are a critical component of FSA 
operations.  The intent is to have the COC reflect the makeup of the 
producers and represent all constituents.  This means that minorities, 
women or lower income producers need to be on the committee to speak for 
underrepresented groups.   
 
County Committee election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters on Nov. 4, 
2013.  The last day to return completed ballots to the USDA Service Center 
is Dec. 2, 2013.   

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


 
Farm Safety 
Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand, it can kill quickly. It takes less than five 
seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.   

The mechanical aspects of grain handling equipment, also presents a real danger.  Augers, power take offs, and 
other moving parts can grab people or clothing.  

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not to mention 
children.  It is always advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm equipment.  Always use 
extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm machinery.  Ensure everyone is visibly clear and accounted for 
before machinery is engaged.  

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year, and that begins with putting safety first.  

 
Marketing Assistance Loans 
A Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) is available for producers who share in the risk of producing the crop. To be 
eligible, a producer must maintain continual beneficial interest in the crop from harvest through the earlier of the 
date the loan is repaid or CCC takes title to the commodity.  Beneficial interest means retaining the ability to 
make decisions about the commodity; responsibility for loss or damage to the commodity; and title to the 
commodity.  Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, the commodity is ineligible for loan — even if the 
producer regains beneficial interest.  

Commodity loan eligibility also requires compliance with conservation and wetland protection requirements; 
beneficial interest requirements, acreage reporting and ensuring that the commodity meets Commodity Credit 
Corporation minimum grade and quality standards.  For commodities to be eligible they must have been 
produced by an eligible producer, be in existence and in a storable condition and be merchantable for food, feed 
or other uses as determined by CCC. The quality of the commodity in farm storage must be maintained 
throughout the term of the loan.  

Producers do not have to participate in the Direct and Counter-Cyclical and/or ACRE programs to be eligible for 
commodity loans.  

Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan may trigger administrative actions, such as assessing 
liquidated damages, calling the loan and denial of future farm-stored loans.  

The most common violations are removing or disposing of a commodity being used as loan collateral without 
prior authorization and providing an incorrect quantity certification.   

 
Microloan Program 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan program to better serve the unique financial operating 
needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.    

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan 
features a streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers.  This loan program 
will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).    

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop 



houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, 
utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses.  As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for 
a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender 
under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.  

Individuals interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan programs available, 
should contact the local FSA office to setup an appointment with a Loan Approval Official.   

 
Guaranteed Loan Program 
The Farm Service Agency loan limit for the Guaranteed Loan Program has increased to $1,302,000. The limit is 
adjusted annually based on data compiled by the National Agricultural Statistics Service.   
 
The lending limit increases every year according to an inflation index. The maximum combined guaranteed and 
direct farm loan indebtedness has increased to $1,602,000.   
 
As a reminder, the one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA guaranteed farm ownership and operating 
loans is 1.5 percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan. 
 
Producers should contact their local FSA County Offices with questions about farm loans.   

 
Preventing Fraud 
The Farm Service Agency supports the Risk Management Agency in the prevention of fraud, waste and abuse of 
the Federal Crop Insurance Program. FSA has been, and will continue to, assist RMA and insurance providers 
by monitoring crop conditions throughout the growing season. FSA will continue to refer all suspected cases of 
fraud, waste and abuse directly to RMA.  

Producers can report suspected cases to the FSA office, RMA, or the Office of the Inspector General.   

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),  
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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