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DCP & ACRE
Signup Deadline

Signup for the 2009 Direct and
Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP)
Program has been extended until
August 14, 2009. FSA will not
accept any late-filed applications.
Signup in the ACRE option is also
available through August 14, 2009.

FSA computes DCP Program pay-
ments using base acres and
payment yields established for
each farm. Eligible producers re-
ceive direct payments at rates
established by statute regardless of
market prices. For 2009, you may
request to receive advance direct
payments based on 22 percent of
the direct payment for each com-
modity associated with the farm.
Counter-cyclical payment rates
vary depending on market prices
and are issued only when the effec-
tive price for a commodity is
statutorily set below its target
price.

The electronic DCP (or eDCP)
service will save you time, reduce
paperwork and speed up contract
processing at FSA offices. It is
available to anyone eligible to par-
ticipate in the DCP Program. To
access this on-line service, you
must have an active USDA eAu-
thentication Level 2 account,
which requires filling out an online
registration form at:
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov
followed by a visit to the local
USDA Service Center for identity
verification.
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Crop Reporting

The annual requirement of reporting to
the FSA office can be referred to as
crop reporting, acreage reporting, or
crop certification. Filing an accurate
and timely report for all crops and land
uses, including failed acreage, can pre-
vent loss of benefits for a variety of
Farm Service Agency programs. All
cropland on the farm must be reported
to receive benefits from the Direct and
Counter-Cyclical Program, Marketing
Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency
Payments.

The certification form FSA-578, Report
of Acreage, must account for all crop-
land on a farm, whether idle or planted.
The producer certification deadline has
been extended to August 14, 2009.

CRP & NAP Certification:
Conservation Reserve Program acreage
must be reported to receive annual rental
payments. And, crop acreage for Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) must also be reported.

Prevented Planting:

Prevented planting is to be reported no
later than 15 calendar days after the final
planting date.

Failed Acreage:

Reports of failed acreage must be filed
before disposition of the crop, and pro-
ducers must be able to establish to the
satisfaction of the county committee that
the crop failed and was prevented from
being replanted through the normal
planting period because of natural
disaster conditions.



Appointments
Recommended

We recommend you call to
make an appointment be-
fore coming to the office to
conduct business. This will
enable us to prepare any
necessary paperwork and
research issues before
your appointment. We real-
ize how important your time
is, and this will reduce the
amount of time that you
have to wait in the office.

Preventing Fraud

The Farm Service Agency
supports the Risk Man-
agement Agency in the
prevention of fraud, waste
and abuse of the Federal
Crop Insurance Program.
FSA has been, and will
continue to, assist RMA
and insurance providers by
monitoring crop conditions
throughout the growing
season. FSA will continue
to refer all suspected cases
of fraud, waste and abuse
directly to RMA.

Producers can report sus-
pected cases of insurance
fraud to the county office
staff, the RMA office, or the
Office of the Inspector
General.

Sodbusting

Sodbuster violations are unauthorized
tillage practices on highly erodible lands
that converted native vegetation such as
grassland, rangeland or woodland, to crop
production after Dec. 23, 1985.

Farmers and ranchers should be aware that
if they use highly erodible land for crop
production without proper conservation
measures, they risk losing eligibility to
participate in most USDA programs.

Before producers clear, plow or otherwise
prepare areas not presently under crop
production for planting, they are required
to file an AD-1026, indicating the area to
be brought into production.

If Natural Resources Conservation Service
indicates on a CPA-026 that the area will
be highly erodible land, the producer will
be required to develop and implement a
conservation plan on the affected acreage,
before bringing land into production.

In addition, producers and the producer’s
affiliates have to file an AD-1026 with
the staff in the administrative or control
county office before any farm program
payments can be made. The AD-1026 is
the producer’s signed certification that
HELC, as well as wetland conservation,
provisions will not be violated.

Non-insured Crop Disaster

Assistance Program (NAP)
Policy holders are reminded that they
must submit a “Notice of Loss” (FSA-
576) within 15 days of when the loss
becomes apparent. If you have noticed
that your crop might be light due to the
cold and wet weather that we had this
spring, contact the office so that we have
the opportunity to take a look at your
crop. For those of you that have filed a
notice of loss, you need to keep us in-
formed of your harvest decisions. If you
are not going to harvest all or part of a
block, an appraisal will need to be com-
pleted on that block. This appraisal will
be used in calculating your loss claim.

Remember we need to know the amount of
crop harvested from previous years in order
to establish your actual production history
(APH). Your APH is used to calculate your
loss payment. This production evidence
must be supplied to the COF by July 15™.

FSA Signature Policy

Using the correct signature when doing
business with FSA can save time and pre-
vent a delay in program benefits. The
following are FSA signature guidelines:

e A married woman shall sign her given
name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John
Doe

e For a minor, FSA requires the minor’
signature and one from an eligible parent
Note, by signing the applicable document,
the parent is liable for actions of the mi-
nor and may be liable for refunds,
liquidated damages, etc

e When signing on one’s behalf the signa-
ture must agree with the name typed or
printed on the form, or be a variation that
does not cause the name and signature to
be in disagreement. Example - John W.
Smith is on the form. The signature may
be John W. Smith or JW. Smith or J.
Smith. Or Mary J. Smith may be signed
as Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith,
Mary Smith, etc

e FAXED signatures will be accepted for
certain forms and other documents pro-
vided the acceptable program forms are
approved for FAXED signatures. Pro-
ducers are responsible for the successful
transmission and receipt of FAXED in-
formation.

Examples of documents not approved for
FAXED signatures include:
0 Promissory note

Assignment of payment

Joint payment authorization

NAP actual production history and

approved yield record

Acknowledgement of commodity

certificate purchase

Financing statement

0 UCC financing statement
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Foreign Buyers
Notification

The Agricultural

Foreign Investment Disclo-
sure Act (AFIDA) requires all
foreign owners of U.S.
agricultural land to report
their holding to the Secretary
of Agriculture. Foreign per-
sons who have purchased or
sold land in the county are
required to report the transac-
tion to FSA within 90 days of
the closing. Failure to submit
the AFIDA form could result
in civil penalties of up to 25%
of the fair market value of the

property.

Bank Account Changes
All FSA payments are to be
made by direct deposit
unless there is a financial
hardship to prevent it.
Producers need to notify us
when accounts change to
prevent a delay in pay-
ments.

e Spouses may sign documents on
behalf of each other for FSA and
CCC programs in which either has an
interest, unless written notification
denying a spouse this authority has
been provided to the county office

e Spouses shall not sign on behalf of
each other as an authorized signatory
for partnerships, joint ventures, cor-
porations, or other similar entities

o All members of a general partnership
must sign for the general partnership
unless an individual is authorized to
act on the behalf of the general part-
nership and bind all members

e Spouses may sign on behalf of each
other’s individual interest in a part-
nership, unless notification denying a
spouse that authority is provided to
the county office

e Acceptable signatures for general
partnerships, joint ventures, corpora-
tions, estates, and trusts shall consist
of an indicator “by” or “for” the indi-
vidual’s name, individual’s name and
capacity, or individual’s name,
capacity, and name of entity

For additional clarification on proper sig-
natures contact your local FSA office.

Wetland Compliance

Producers renting or purchasing land that
may have a converted wetland status
need to check with the county office to
learn if there are restrictions. The last
thing that the USDA wants to do is to
deny a producer benefits due to wetland
noncompliance.

The 1985 Farm Bill provides that, unless
exempt, persons are ineligible for bene-
fits under certain programs administered
by USDA if they:

e plant an agricultural commodity on
wetland that was converted after
December 23, 1985

e convert a wetland after November 28,
1990

FSA may not approve any loan or loan
guarantee to drain, dredge, fill, level or oth-
erwise manipulate a wetland, or to engage in
any activity that results in impairing or reduc-
ing the flow, circulation or reach of water
except in the case of activity related to the
maintenance of certain previously converted
wetlands.

The following provides permitted uses and
restrictions of certain wetlands for compliance
with Wetland compliance provisions:

e Wetlands can be farmed under natural
conditions. However, wetlands cannot be
converted.

¢ Wetlands converted before November 28,
1990, cannot be planted to an agricultural
commodity and retain eligibility for bene-
fits.

e Wetlands converted after Nov. 28, 1990,
must be either restored to wetland status
or mitigated to regain eligibility for pro-
gram benefits.

¢ Wetlands that can be farmed under natural
conditions cannot be manipulated in any
way, unless the Natural Resources
Conservation Service determines the work
would have a minimal effect on wetland
values.

e Wetlands converted before December 23,
1985, can be farmed and maintained.

Additional information about wetland
compliance is available at USDA Service
Centers.

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the
county office personally because of work
schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA has a
power of attorney form available that enables
you to designate another person to conduct your
business at the office. If you are interested,
please contact our office or any Farm Service
Agency office near you for more information.
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SPECIAL
ACCOMODATIONS
Special accommoda-
tions will be made upon
request for individuals
with disabilities, vision
impairment or hearing
impairment. If
accommaodations are
required, individuals
should contact this
County Office in person
or by phone.

Loans Available for Beginning
Farmers, Socially Disadvantaged
FSA is authorized to assist beginning farm-
ers and members of socially disadvantaged
groups to finance agricultural enterprises.
Under these programs, FSA can provide
financing to eligible applicants through
either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA
defines a beginning farmer as a person
whom: Has operated a farm for not more
than 10 years. Will materially and substan-
tially participate in the operation of the
farm. Agrees to participate in a loan
assessment, borrower training and financial
management program sponsored by FSA.
Does not own a farm in excess of 30% of
the county’s median size.

Real Estate for Sale Visit the
following web site for government owned
farms, houses, lots & buildings.
http://www.resales.usda.gov

Dates to Remember

Office closed for the observance of

rd
July 3 Independence Day
July 15" Last day to report all other crops
th Last day to submit production for
July 15 NAP.
st Last day to report farm
August 1 changes/request reconstitutions
August 31 ITast day to submit COC nomina-
tions
Last day to signup for DCP and
August 14" |ACRE Program and to certify crop
plantings
Continues Farm Storage Facility Loan
Program
Continues Continuous Conservation Reserve

Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




