June 2014

USDA

——
|

NEWSLETT

2014 Acreage Reporting Dates

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP):

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

New Farm Bill Offers Increased Opportunities For Producers

Guaranteed Loan Eligibility

Delta-Schoolcraft-Alger-Marquette FSA Updates

Delta-Schoolcraft-
Alger-Marquette
County FSA Office

2003 Minneapolis Ave.
Gladstone, Ml 49837

Phone: 906-428-3361
Fax: 1-855-647-4846

County Executive Director:

Mitchell Towne

Farm Loan Manager:
Bruce Stephenson

Program Technicians:
Bonnie Richmond-FLP PT
Kris Gallant-PT

Rita Mills-PT

County Committee Members:

Jon Haindl

Allen Porath

Jim Dalgord

Heidi Heidtman

Dan Bahrman

Advisor: Diane Hanson

Next County Committee
Meeting:

July 24, 2014 at 9:30 am

2014 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers
are encouraged to visit the Delta County FSA office to file an accurate crop
certification report by the applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Alger, Delta,
Marquette and Schoolcraft Counties:

July 15, 2014: Cabbage (Planted 3/31-5/31), Dry Edible Beans,
Forage Seeding, all other crops.

August 15, 2014: Beans (all other types), Cabbage (Planted 6/1-
7/20)

September 30, 2014: Aquaculture, Christmas Trees, Floriculture,
Ginseng, Mushrooms, Nursery, and Turfgrass

Sod.
The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then
the acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is
completed.

If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting
date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days
after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be
provided to the county office.

If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,”
“green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported
by July 15th.


http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwNjI1LjMzNDE5ODMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDYyNS4zMzQxOTgzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTA0ODc2JmVtYWlsaWQ9bWl0Y2gudG93bmVAbWkudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPW1pdGNoLnRvd25lQG1pLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&100&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date
for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of
the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact the Delta County FSA office at
906-428-3361 ext. 2

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered livestock death losses in excess of
normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal
government or protected by federal law. Producers who suffered livestock death losses should submit a notice of
loss and an application for payment to their local FSA office by January 30, 2015.

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered grazing losses due to drought on
privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. Eligible producers must physically be
located in a county affected by a qualifying drought during the normal grazing period for the county. Producers
who suffered eligible grazing losses should submit a completed CCC-853 and supporting documentation by
January 30, 2015.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish that
have losses due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. ELAP
assistance is provided for losses not covered by LFP and LIP. Producers who suffered eligible livestock,
honeybee or farm-raised fish losses during 2012 and 2013 program years must submit a notice of loss and
application for payment to their local FSA office by August 1, 2014. For 2014 program year losses, the notice of
loss and an application for payment must be submitted by November 1, 2014.

New Farm Bill Offers Increased Opportunities for Producers

The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program modifications that
create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs is available online or by calling the office.

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and continue
operations, including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and emphasizing beginning
and socially disadvantaged producers.

Changes that will take effect immediately include:

e Elimination of the 15 year term limit for guaranteed operating loans.

¢ Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county as a
qualifier instead of the median farm size.



e Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less than regular
Direct Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate was established at 5
percent.

e Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan Program from
$225,000 to $300,000.

e Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit.

e Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining additional loans from
the federal government.

e Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90 percent for
socially disadvantaged borrowers and beginning farmers.

e Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term limits for veterans and beginning farmers.

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA Farm Bill website
for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs.

Guaranteed Loan Eligibility

Changes to FSA regulations have removed Guaranteed Operating Loan term limits. Previous and current
guaranteed loan borrowers who were not eligible for further guaranteed loans due to the previous 15 year
eligibility term limit may now be eligible for further guaranteed loans through their commercial lender.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)
377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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