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Eaton County News 
 

June 2010                                                                             Issue No. 3 

     
Eaton County FSA 
551 Court House Drive 
Charlotte, MI 48813 
517-543-1512 (phone) 
517-543-5962 (FAX) 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mi 
 
Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 – 4:30 
 
County Committee 
Jack Holbrook 
Jonnie Morris 
Duane Smuts 
Maxine Pixley, Advisor 
 
County Committee meets 
the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month. 
 
Staff 
Lori Aseltine 
Heather Kennedy 
Mike McManus 
Becky Southern 
Claude Smith, Field Asst. 
Mark Van Buren,CED 
 

Dates to Remember 
June 30 – Deadline to report 
fall-seeded small grains 
July 5 – Office closed in obser-
vance of Independence Day 
July 15 – Deadline to report all 
crops except fall-seeded small 
grain 
Aug 1 – Last day to request a 
farm combination or division 
Continues – Farm Storage 
Facility Loans 
Continues – Continuous Con-
servation Reserve Program & 
CRP-SAFE 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 CROP REPORTING TIME IS HERE 
The annual reporting of acres for all crops 
and land uses, including failed acreage, 
can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of 
FSA programs.  All cropland acres on the 
farm must be reported to receive benefits 
from the following programs: 
 

 Direct 
and 
Coun-
ter-
Cyclic-
al Pro-

gram(DCP); 
 Acreage Crop Revenue Election 

(ACRE);  
 Marketing assistance loans and 

loan deficiency payments;   
 Conservation Reserve Program 

(CRP); 
 Non-insured Crop Disaster As-

sistance Program (NAP) 
 
Form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must 
account for all cropland on a farm, wheth-
er idle or planted.  Producers need to file 
their acreage reports by: 
 

 June 30, 2010 for fall seeded 
small grain crops; 

 July 15, 2010 for all crops, ex-
cept fall seeded small grains. 

  
A late fee of $46 per farm serial number 
will be assessed for acreage reported 
after these dates. 

 
 
 

 
 

LOAN AND LDP PROVISIONS 
To be eligible for Price Support Benefits 
(marketing assistance loans, loan defi-
ciency payments) all crop acreage must 
be reported by the final certification date. 
Producer must have beneficial interest 
(title) in the commodity at the time benefits 
are requested. Estates, trusts, or heirs 
may be eligible for benefits in cases of 
succession from an eligible producer. The 
final date to request benefits on the pro-
ceeding year’s commodities is 
January 31 for wool and mohair, March 31 
for wheat and oats, and May 31 for corn 
and soybeans. Contact the FSA office for 
final availability dates on other commodi-
ties. 
 
MAINTENANCE OF IDLE DCP/ACRE 
PROGRAM ACREAGE 
DCP participants are required to protect 
all idle contract acres from erosion and 
weeds.  Idle fields designated as “contract 
acres” must have a sod cover, crop resi-
due, or volunteer grasses.  Weeds are not 
an acceptable cover and must be mowed. 
Failure to control weeds on contract acres 
will cost you program benefits if the COC 
determines the producer failed to demon-
strate a good faith effort to control weeds 
and/or erosion. 
 
MILK INCOME LOSS CONTRACTS 
(MILC) 
Dairy Producers should keep an eye on 
the monthly milk price, and submit 
monthly marketings to the FSA office. 
Monthly MILC payment rates will be de-
termined and payments issued when the 
Boston Class I price falls below the feed- 
cost-adjusted trigger. 
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Nominations for County Committee Open June 15 
 
Each year, an election is held in an LAA to replace the committee member whose three-year 
term is expiring.  Eaton County will be holding an election for a person to represent LAA-2, 
which includes Roxand, Oneida, Chester, Benton, and Carmel. This position is currently held 
by Duane Smuts. 

 
County Committee (COC) members are a critical component of the operations of Farm Service  
Agency (FSA). They help in the delivery of FSA farm programs at a local level, as well as, work to 
make FSA farm programs serve the needs of local producers.  
  
Since County Committee elections happen once a year, here is a refresher. For election purposes, 
counties are divided into local administrative areas, or LAAs. Each LAA contributes one producer to 
serve a three-year term on the Farm Service Agency county committee. 
  
Nominations for candidates to run for the FSA county committee election representing producers in 
Local Administrative Area LAA-2 will be accepted from June 15 through August 2, 2010. 
 
Producers who are eligible to vote in LAA-2 and who participate or cooperate in an FSA 
program and are of legal voting age, may be nominated to serve on the county committee. 
  
Individuals may nominate themselves or others as candidates. Additionally, organizations 
representing minority and women farmers may nominate candidates. All farmers, ranchers and other 
agricultural producers are encouraged to participate. 
  
To be valid, the nomination form must be signed by the person being nominated, indicating agreement 
to serve if elected, and returned to the FSA county office by the close of business on August 2, or 
postmarked by midnight August 2, 2010. 
  
 A nomination form, FSA-669A, is included in this newsletter. More information on the elections, including 
nomination forms, is available at the county office or online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections .  
 

 
 

 
FOREIGN INVESTMENT DISCLOSURE ACT 
Foreign persons who acquire, transfer, or hold interest in agricultural land are required to report these holdings 
and transactions to the Secretary of Agriculture. Reports are due within 90 days of a transaction. If you are an 
owner selling land to a foreign person please inform them of these requirements. Failure to report could result in 
penalties. 
 
SPECIAL ACCOMODATIONS 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to participate in FSA and CCC programs should contact 
Mark VanBuren, County Executive Director at (517) 543-1512 or (269)948-8037 or e-mail at 
mark.vanburen@mi.usda.gov or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-887-8339.       
 
FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOANS 
Loans are available for the construction of new commodity storage facilities and the expansion of existing facilities. 
Producers may borrow up to $500,000 for a term of 7 to 12 years. Storage need, down payment requirements, 
repayment ability, and loan security requirements must be met for loan approval. 
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Eaton County FSA Office 
551 Court House Drive  
Charlotte, MI 48813 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400  
Independence Avenue, SW. Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 
(English Federal relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal relay).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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