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Gladwin Clare  
USDA Service Center 
 
Gladwin Clare FSA 
1501 N. State St. 
Gladwin, MI  48624 
989-426-9461 (phone) 
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Kevin Davis, Reporter 
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Crop Reporting Time

**It’s time to report crops 
for 2009** 

The annual requirement to report to the 
FSA office can be referred to as crop 
reporting, acreage reporting, or crop 
certification. Filing an accurate and 
timely report for all crops and land 
uses, including failed and prevented 
planting acreage, can prevent loss of 
benefits for a variety of Farm Service 
Agency programs. All cropland on the 
farm must be reported to receive bene-
fits from the Direct and Counter-
Cyclical Program, Marketing Assis-
tance Loans, Loan Deficiency 
Payments and Non-insured Assis-
tance Program (NAP). Conservation 
Reserve Program acreage must be 
reported, as well, by the holder of the 
CRP contract, to receive annual rental 
payments.  

The certification deadline for 
fall seeded small grains 
(wheat, rye) is June 30th and 
all other crops, July 15th. Af-
ter July 15th, late filed fees 
will apply. 

We are taking appointments 
now for crop reporting.  Call-
ing ahead gives us a chance 
to get your paperwork in or-
der before you get here.  It 
saves you time! 

 

DCP & ACRE 
Signup Now until  

August 14 

Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-
Cyclical Payment (DCP) Program has 
been extended until August 14, 2009. 
Signup in the ACRE option is also avail-
able through August 14, 2009. 
 
Producers on farms with 10 base acres or 
less are not eligible for payments for that 
farm unless that farm is owned by a so-
cially disadvantaged or limited resource 
farmer. 
 
If you participated in the program last 
year, you will NOT automatically be 
signed up this year.  DCP is an annual 
contract that must be signed each year.  
 
Please contact us if you would like to 
make an appointment to come in or if 
you need to have us mail paperwork to 
you. 
 
FSA computes DCP Program payments 
using base acres and payment yields 
established for each farm.  Eligible pro-
ducers receive direct payments at rates 
established by statute regardless of mar-
ket prices.  For 2009, you may request to 
receive advance direct payments based 
on 22 percent of the direct payment.  
Counter-cyclical payment rates vary 
depending on market prices and are is-
sued only when the effective price for a 
commodity is statutorily set below its 
target price. 
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Payment Limitations 

Changes 
 

New forms for 2009 and subsequent years 
Anyone who plans to participate in 2009 pro-
grams is required to submit a completed CCC-
902, CCC-926, and CCC-901, if applicable, 
for payment eligibility and payment limitation 
purposes.   
 

All members of an entity must make a  
contribution 

All partners, stockholders, or members with an 
ownership interest in a legal entity must make 
a contribution, whether compensated or not 
compensated, for active--* 
 personal labor,  
 personal management,  
 or a combination of active personal labor 

and active personal management to the 
farming operation 

*Note:   there are exceptions for spouses. 
 
Program Payment Limitations, in part, are: 
 
DCP     Direct Payments      $40,000 
DCP     Counter Cyclical     $65,000 
DCP     ACRE                     $65,000 
CRP                                     $50,000 
GRP. WHIP, WRP              $50,000 
NAP                                   $100,000 
 
Additional information on payment limita-
tions is available at FSA county offices or 
on line at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 
There still is a lot of interest in grain bin 
loans and the program is still in place. If 
you are interested in a grain bin loan or 
need to update an existing structure, 
please contact the office for further de-
tails. 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS TO 
BE ELECTED 

 
Eligible voters in Local Administra-
tive Areas (LAA) 1 and 3 will be 
choosing new members for the 
County Committee this fall. 
 
LAA 1 includes the following 
townships in Gladwin County: 
Sherman, Butman, Clement, 
Bourret, Gladwin, Secord, and 
North Grim 
 
LAA 3, also Gladwin County, in-
cludes: Sage, Grout, and 
Beaverton 
 
Nomination forms are available at 
the office and will be accepted 
until August 3rd.  Ballots will be 
mailed to voters November 6th. 
 
The duties of the County Commit-
tee include: 
--Administering farm program ac-
tivities 
--Informing farmers of the purpose 
and provisions of FSA programs 
--Keeping the State FSA Commit-
tee informed 
--Monitoring changes in farm pro-
grams 
--Participating in county meetings 
--Performing other duties as as-
signed by the State FSA 
Committee 

 

 
 

 
 

2009 
Compliance 
 
Compliance and 
spot checks will 
once again be 
utilized during the 
2009 crop year.  
Instead of locally 
selecting farms, 
contracts, defi-
ciency loans, etc. 
for spot check and 
review, a nation-
wide selection of 
producers is used 
to achieve a statis-
tical sampling of 
participating pro-
ducers.  Spot 
check selections 
are to be con-
ducted based on a 
producer’s partici-
pation in 
Conservation Re-
serve Program, 
Direct and 
Counter-cyclical 
Program, Loan 
Deficiency Pro-
gram, etc. 
 
For more informa-
tion about the new 
spot check selec-
tion procedure, 
feel free to contact 
our office. 
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Wetland 

Compliance 
 

Converted Wetlands 
 

Producers renting or 
purchasing land that 

may have a converted 
wetland status should 
check with the county 
office to learn if there 

are restrictions. 
 

The 1985 Farm Bill 
provides that, unless 
exempt, persons are 
ineligible for benefits 

under certain programs 
administered by USDA 

if they: 
 

--plant an agricultural 
commodity on wetland 
that was converted after 

December 23, 1985 
or 

--convert a wetland 
after November 28, 

1990 
 

Wetland conver-
sions could 

include creating 
new drainage sys-

tems, land 
leveling, filling, 
dredging, land 

clearing, excava-
tion, stump 

removal, improv-
ing or modifying 
existing drainage 

systems 

 MAINTAINING CRP COVER
 
CRP cover maintenance is the participant’s 
responsibility and must be done according 
to the conservation plan. All CRP mainte-
nance activity, such as mowing, burning 
and spraying, must be conducted outside 
the primary nesting season for wildlife and 
in accordance with the conservation plan.   
Spot treatment of the acreage may be al-
lowed during the primary nesting season 
under some circumstances. The County 
Committee in consultation with NRCS de-
termines when such activity is needed. 

The nesting season for Clare and Gladwin 
Counties ends July 30th.   ANY PLANNED 
MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES SHOULD 
BE DONE BETWEEN AUGUST 1ST AND 
AUGUST 15TH. 

ANNUAL MOWING OF CRP 
FOR GENERIC WEED 

CONTROL OR COSMETIC 
PURPOSES IS 
PROHIBITED. 

ALL CRP PARTICIPANTS WISHING TO 
MOW CRP ACRES SHOULD CALL THE 
COUNTY OFFICE BEFORE BEGINNING.

 

NAP Production Reporting 
 
Production records for individual crops 
need to be filed with our office to establish 
an approved NAP yield.  If this is the first 
year you participated in NAP, you can pro‐
vide production and acreage information 
from prior years to establish your yield.  If 
you participated in NAP in previous years, 
you must report your production and acre‐
age on a yearly basis to keep your yield up‐
to‐date.  Records submitted must be reli‐
able or verifiable.  Records need to show 
crop disposition.  We recommend produc‐
ers submit 2009 production records as 
soon as harvest is complete.  All produc
tion records must be submitted by the 
subsequent crop year’s final acreage 
reporting date. 

  
Farm Reconstitutions 

 
In program terminology, farms are constituted 
to group all tracts having the same owner and 
the same operator under one farm serial num-
ber. When changes in ownership or operation 
take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. 
The reconstitution — or recon — is the process 
of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land 
based on the farming operation.  

The following are the different methods used 
when doing a farm recon. Remember, to be 
effective for the current year, recons must be 
requested by AUGUST 1 for farms enrolled 
in the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program.

Estate Method — the division of bases, al-
lotments and quotas for a parent farm 
among heirs in settling an estate; 

 

Designation of Landowner Method — may 
be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or 
ownership is transferred; (2) an entire 
farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) 
farm ownership is transferred to two or 
more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or 
ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold 
to two or more persons; or (6) tract owner-
ship is transferred to two or more persons. 
In order to use this method the land sold 
must have been owned for at least three 
years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer 
and seller must sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding; 

 

DCP Cropland Method — the division of 
bases in the same proportion that the DCP 
cropland for each resulting tract relates to 
the DCP cropland on the parent tract; 

 

Default Method — the division of bases for 
a parent farm with each tract maintaining 
the bases attributed to the tract level when 
the reconstitution is initiated in the sys-
tem. 

 
If DCP direct payments have already been 
issued on a particular farm, the reconstitu-
tion will be effective for the next year, unless 
the payments are refunded. 
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Dates to Remember 

June 21-27 Gladwin County Fair 

June 30 
Final day to report fall seeded 
crops 

July 3 
Office Closed  
Independence Day Holiday 

July 15 Crop Reporting Deadline 

August 14 
Final day to sign DCP and 
ACRE contracts 

August 23-
29 

Clare County Fair 

Sept. 30 
Deadline to purchase NAP 
forage crops and insurable fall 
seeded crops 

Continues Farm Storage Facility Loans 

Continues 
Continuous Conservation  
Reserve Program 

 
Visit our Web site at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mi 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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Gladwin, MI  48624 

 
 

SUPPORT OUR 
COUNTY FAIRS 

 
GLADWIN COUNTY 
 JUNE 21-27 
 
CLARE COUNTY 
 AUGUST 23-29
 

 

Remember: 
 
Sodbuster / 
Swamp-buster 
rules of the 
Farm Bill pro-
hibit persons 
who receive 
USDA benefits 
from bringing 
new highly 
erodible lands 
into crop pro-
duction or from 
converting wet-
lands into crop-
able acreages. 


