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COUNTY COMMITTEE 
ELECTION RESULTS 

 
Congratulations to Brent Wagner on his re-election to the County Committee.  This is Brent’s 
second term and he represents LAA #4 (Blair, Fife Lake, Grant, Green Lake, Paradise, and 
Union).  Jim Bardenhagen was elected to represent LAA #1 (Bingham, Leelanau, Leland, and 
Suttons Bay).  Gary Thornton was elected first alternate of LAA #1.  County Committee 
members are elected for a three year term and are eligible to serve up to three consecutive 
terms.   The new County Committee Members took office on January 1st.   
 
During the organizational meeting held January 15th Brent Wagner was elected as County 
Committee Chairman and Greg Send was elected Vice-chairman. 
 
FSA would like to thank everyone who took the time to vote in the committee elections.  The 
county committee system works only because of your participation. 
 
Committee members are a critical component of the day to day operations of FSA.  They help 
deliver FSA farm programs at the local level.  Farmers who serve on the committee help decide 
the kind of programs their counties offer.  They work to make FSA agricultural programs serve 
the needs of the local producers.  Committees make decisions on:   
 

• Commodity loans and payments 
• Establishment of yields 
• Conservation programs 
• Other farm disaster assistance. 

 
The County Committee has determined that county committee meetings will be held at 9:00 
a.m. on the second Wednesday of the month at the USDA Service Center in Traverse City.  
The public is invited to attend.  The meeting date is subject to change.  Please call in advance 
to verify the date. 
 

Spousal Signatures 
 

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for many FSA and CCC programs in 
which either has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has 
been provided to the county office. This procedure does not apply to the commodity loan, farm 
loan, or the Loan Deficiency Program. Spouses must have a FSA-211 on file to sign 
commodity loan documents or loan deficiency applications on behalf of each other. 
 
Spouses may not sign FSA-211 on behalf of the other as an authorized signatory for 
partnerships, joint ventures, corporations or other similar entities. 
 



Signature Authority 
 
County Offices are required to verify that signature 
authority is on file in the county office before 
accepting a signature on any program or related 
documents on behalf of another. 
 
Producers can present evidence of signature authority 
such as presentation of the original document, such as 
corporate charter, bylaws, court orders of 
appointment, trust agreement, last will and testament, 
or articles of partnership. 
 
The FSA-211, Power of Attorney form can be also 
completed to grant signature authority to another 
individual or entity. 
 
PaymentLimits&Direct Attribution 
 
For commodity and disaster programs under the new 
farm bill, the AGI limitation was reduced from $2.5 
million from all sources to a three-year average 
nonfarm AGI. A person or entity shall not be 
eligible for commodity, price support and disaster 
programs if the non-farm AGI exceeds $500,000. 
Also, under the new regulations, an individual or 
entity must have a 3-year average AGI less than or 
equal to $750,000 per year from farm income in 
order to qualify for direct payments issued under the 
Direct and Countercyclical Program. 
For Conservation Programs, the average nonfarm 
AGI limitation is $1 million or less for eligibility. 
However, an individual or entity who has non-farm 
AGI in excess of $1 million remains eligible for 
conservation programs only if 66.66 percent or more 
of the total AGI is derived from farming, ranching 
and forestry operations. In addition, the AGI 
limitation for conservation programs may be waived 
on a case-by-case basis if it is determined that 
environmentally sensitive land of special significance 
would be protected. Program payments are limited by 
direct attribution to individuals or entities. A legal 
entity is defined as an entity created under Federal or 
State law that owns land or an agricultural 
commodity, product or livestock. Through direct 
attribution, payment limitation is based on the total 
payments received by the individual, both directly 
and indirectly. Qualifying spouses are eligible to be 
considered separate persons for payment limitation 
purposes, rather than being automatically combined 
under one limitation. Individuals and entities must be 
"actively engaged in farming" with respect to a 
farming operation in order to be eligible for specified 
payments and benefits. To be "actively engaged in 
farming," the individual or the individuals of an 
entity must make significant contributions to the 
farming operation of: (1) capital, equipment, land, or 
a combination there of; and (2) personal labor or 
active personal management, or a combination there 
of. For more detailed information contact your local 
FSA office. 

 

NAP Coverage Deadline 
 

Due to changes in program provisions it is even more 
important for producers to purchase insurance on 
their crops.  If your crops are not insured you will 
not be eligible for any disaster assistance.  The Non-
Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) is 
available for 2009 annual crops for which 
catastrophic level crop (CAT) insurance is not 
available through FCIC.  CAT is available for the 
following crops:  Apples, Barley, Corn, Oats, Snap 
Beans, Soybeans, Sweet Cherries, and Wheat.  All 
other crops are insurable under NAP.  The 
application fee for NAP crops is $250 per crop; or 
$750 per producer per county. 
 
March 15th is the NAP and FCIC application closing 
date for most 2009 annual crops.  If you carried NAP 
coverage on your crops for crop year 2008, please 
remember to provide your production records to the 
FSA office by July 15th.   
 

Reporting Changes 
 

It is important to remember to contact the office with 
any record changes that may have occurred. These 
changes would include, but are not limited to: 
● Address – any contact information. 
● Direct Deposit – to ensure payments are deposited 
correctly, it is imperative that any changes in bank 
account information is updated immediately. 
● Development – any new parcels of land removed 
for houses needs to be reported. 
● Owner/Operator Changes – report any changes in 
land ownership, tenants or crop share arrangements. 
● Reconstitutions – changes that requires farm 
combinations or separations due to sale of land or 
change in operators should be reported as soon as 
possible. 
● Farm Operating Plan  any changes to the farming 
operation that may have an effect on “actively 
engaged” determinations. 
 

Emergency Loans Available 
 
Grand Traverse, Leelanau and Kalkaska farmers who 
suffered significant damage due to Drought, Frost, or 
Storms in 2008 may be eligible for low-interest 
emergency loans from the Farm Service Agency if 
they are unable to get financing from any other 
source. These loans carry an interest rate of 3.75 
percent.  Farmers who suffered a 30% loss in crop 
production caused by these events may qualify for 
Emergency (EM) loan assistance from FSA. Farmers 
who qualify for an EM loan can also use emergency 
loan funds to pay annual operating expenses and/or 
essential family living expenses; refinance certain 
debts (Real estate or consumer debts can not be 
refinanced with EM loan funds); and/or replace lost 
working capital, and/or reorganize the farming 
operation. Loan applications will be accepted at the 
FSA office through July 19, 2009. 



Loans for Socially Disadvantaged 
Applicants 

 
The Farm Service Agency can make direct and 
guaranteed loans to socially disadvantaged applicants 
to buy and operate family-size farms and ranches. 
Funds for these loans are reserved each year.  
 
A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group 
whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic 
or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as 
members of the group without regard to his or her 
individual qualities. Socially disadvantaged groups 
include women, African Americans, American 
Indians, Hispanics, and Asian Americans. 
 
Direct loans may be made to applicants by FSA for 
both farm operating and farm ownership loans. 
Guaranteed farm loans also may be made for 
ownership or operating purposes, and may be made 
by any lending institution subject to federal or state 
supervision (e.g., banks and units of the Farm Credit 
System) and guaranteed by FSA. FSA typically 
guarantees 90 or 95 percent of a loan against any loss 
that might be incurred if the loan fails. 
 
Persons who are primarily and directly engaged in 
farming and ranching on family-size operations may 
apply.  Socially disadvantaged loan applicants do not 
receive automatic approval. Individual applicants 
under this program must meet all requirements for 
FSA’s regular farm loan program assistance.  
 

Commodity and Farm Storage 
Loans 

 
Commodity loans for eligible commodities continue 
to be available.  The loan rates for 2008 crops are as 
follows:  Barley $1.67, Corn $1.79, Oats $1.39, 
Soybeans $4.88, Sunflowers $8.15 and Wheat $2.09.  
Commodity loans mature 9 months following the 
month of disbursement and must be requested before 
March 31st for honey and small grains and May 31st 
for the other commodities.  The interest rate is 
1.625%.  Due to high commodity prices there are 
currently no crops eligible to receive LDP’s.  Loans 
to erect new storage facilities are also available at an 
interest rate of 1.625%. 
 

DCP Signup Continues 
 
Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-cyclical 
Payment (DCP) Program continues until June 1, 
2009.  The June 1, 2009 deadline is mandatory for all 
participants. FSA will not accept any late-filed 
applications. 
  
The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service will save you 
time, reduce paperwork and speed up contract 
processing at FSA offices.  It is available to anyone 
eligible to participate in the DCP Program and can be 

accessed at www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp.  To access this 
on-line service, you must have an active USDA 
eAuthentication Level 2 account, which requires 
filling out an online registration form at 
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov followed by a visit 
to the local USDA Service Center for identity 
verification. 
  
FSA computes DCP Program payments using base 
acres and payment yields established for each farm.  
Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates 
established by statute regardless of market prices.  
For 2009, you may request to receive advance direct 
payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment 
for each commodity associated with the farm.  FSA 
will issue advance direct payments later this month, if 
requested. Counter-cyclical payment rates vary 
depending on market prices and are issued only when 
the effective price for a commodity is below its target 
price. 
   
Eligible producers for the DCP Program are also 
eligible to enroll in the Average Crop Revenue 
Election (ACRE) Program or the Counter-cyclical 
Program. The enrollment period for the ACRE 
Program will begin in the spring.  You may first 
enroll in the DCP Program, receive advance direct 
payments and then later modify your enrollment to 
the ACRE program or you may wait and elect to 
enroll in DCP and ACRE at the same time. 
 

Foreign Buyers Notification 
 

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act 
(AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. 
agricultural land to report their holdings to the 
Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency 
administers this program for USDA.  
Foreign persons who have purchased or sold 
agricultural land in the county are required to report 
the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. 
Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in 
civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market 
value of the property. County government offices, 
Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate 
transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors 
of these reporting requirements. 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
On Going -DCP signup 
Feb 16  -Office close for the Observance of Presidents Day 
Feb. 27th  -Final date to signup for 2005-2007 Crop Disaster for both  
                           quantity  and quality loss 
March 15th -Final date to purchase crop or NAP insurance 
March 31st -Deadline for 2008 wheat and honey loans 
May 31st -Deadline for 2008 corn and soybean loans 
June 1st  -Deadline to enroll in the 2009 DCP program    
June 30th -Deadline to timely report fall seeded crops (planted in 2008)  
July 15th  -Crop reporting and production evidence date 
July 19th -EM loan application deadline 
Sept. 20th  -Final date to purchase hay or pasture insurance 
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part 
of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD).  
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, and 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is 
an equal opportunity provider and employee

 

 


