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Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under 
these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible 
applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a 
beginning farmer as a person who:   

*  Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years  

*  Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm  

*  Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial 
management program sponsored by FSA  

* Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s median size.   

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are 
available at your local USDA Service Center.  You may also visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Farming Operation Changes 
Producers who have bought or sold land, or added or dropped rented 
land from their operation must report those changes to the FSA office 
as soon as possible. A copy of the recorded deed or land contract for 
purchased property is needed to maintain accurate records with FSA. 
Failure to do so can lead to possible program ineligibility and penalties. 
While making record updates, be sure to update signature authorizations. 
Making record changes now will save time in the spring. 

 

 
Breaking New Ground 
 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground for 
production as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm program benefits in 
jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) provisions.  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwMTI5LjI4MTYyMzMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDEyOS4yODE2MjMzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDA4MDQxJmVtYWlsaWQ9c3RldmVuLm1hcmtsZXlAbWkudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPXN0ZXZlbi5tYXJrbGV5QG1pLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


Producers with HEL determined soils must apply tillage, crop residue and rotation requirements as specified in 
their conservation plan.   

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to ensure compliance.  If you 
intend to clear any trees to create new cropland, these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure any work will not 
risk your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) Certification to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) is necessary. 

 
Production for the Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) 
Producers who have a NAP policy are reminded to submit their 2013 production to the county office as soon as 
possible.  This is a requirement of the NAP program and the production is used to calculate your 2014 approved 
yield.  Also, please remember March 15th is the deadline to purchase NAP policies for 2014 spring-planted 
crops. 

 
Controlled Substance 
Any person convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for USDA 
payments or benefits.  Violations include planting, harvesting, or growing a prohibited plant.  Prohibited plants 
include marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug producing plants.  

 
FSA Signature Policy 
Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program 
benefits. The following are FSA signature guidelines:    

·         Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an 
interest, UNLESS written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office.  

·         Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, 
corporations, or other similar entities.    

For additional clarification on proper signatures, contact your local FSA office. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),  
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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