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GOVDELIVERY CUSTOMERS ARE NOT
IMPACTED BY THE HEARTBLEED BUG

GovDelivery customer subscriptions are not affected by the Heartbleed bug.

This bug has caused major security concerns among users of cloud
technology. The Heartbleed bug refers to a flaw in an encryption tool used
on the Internet that can expose data that is meant to be hidden.

Your GovDelivery account and information is safe. Nothing in the
GovDelivery network architecture is affected by this bug.

You can find out more about the Heartbleed bug at http://heartbleed.com.

HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND AND WETLAND
COMPLIANCE

Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive payments
from USDA, they must be compliant with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and
Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions. Farmers with HEL determined soils
must apply tillage, crop residue and rotation requirements as specified in
their conservation plan.

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage
projects to ensure compliance. If you intend to clear any trees to create new
cropland, these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure any work will not
jeopardize your eligibility for benefits.

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible
Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to
determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) is necessary


http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwNTA4LjMyMDE0MTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDUwOC4zMjAxNDE2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODczODI1JmVtYWlsaWQ9bGluZGEua2xpbmVAbWkudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWxpbmRhLmtsaW5lQG1pLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://heartbleed.com
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwNTA4LjMyMDE0MTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDUwOC4zMjAxNDE2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODczODI1JmVtYWlsaWQ9bGluZGEua2xpbmVAbWkudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWxpbmRhLmtsaW5lQG1pLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&100&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

DIRECT LOAN CHANGES

Changes were made to the interest rate charged on loans where FSA provides 50 percent or less on jointly
financed purchases of real estate also called Direct Farm Ownership Participation Loans. The interest rate will be
the greater of 2.5 percent or the current interest rate for direct Farm Ownership loans minus 2 percent, as a fixed
rate for the duration of the loan. At present, the May direct Farm Ownership rate is 4.00 percent. Because the
2.5 percent floor is greater than subtracting 2 percent from the current direct farm ownership loan rate, the rate
for Direct Farm Ownership Participation Loans in April is 2.50 percent.

USDA FARM SERVICE AGENCY ANNOUNCES TREE
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (TAP) SIGN-UP

As of Tuesday, April 15, 2014, orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from natural
disasters that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011, can sign up for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP). TAP was
authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance
to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines
damaged by natural disasters.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. Nursery
trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for
pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality
from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural
disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes
and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months from
the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for
which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)
377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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