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Notes from the Director:

Thank you to everyone for your kind words
of encouragement during my first few
months in the Huron County office. We are
working to ensure a smooth transition and
wish the former Director, Kay Lumsden,
much success and happiness as she gets set-
tled back in her home town of Alpena, MI.

As I’ve mentioned to many of you, this is a
homecoming of sorts for me as well, after
nearly 10 years away. Having completed a
BA from the University of Michigan, an
MSc from the University of Edinburgh, and
some years with the Farm Service Agency
down in Virginia- | find myself back home.
In fact, I am right across the road from the
family farm- close enough to work fields
and pick stones- which is probably the best
education a person can receive.

Around the office we are working to meet
our July 15, crop certification deadline.
Please call us immediately to schedule an
appointment, if you have not done so al-
ready 989.269.9549 Ext. 2

Also, | have been closely monitoring wet
weather conditions across the county and
have begun the process of seeking a disaster
declaration from the Governor’s office. Si-
milarly to 2009, our disaster programs take
an additional year before implementation.
Even so, we are doing everything we can to
ensure farmers have every resource availa-
ble to them in difficult times.

Huron County is a vibrant and thriving agri-
cultural area because of your hard work.
Our crop diversity, our access to global
markets, and our commitment to protecting
our natural resources, ensures we will con-
tinue to prosper for many years and many
generations to come. It’s great to be home &
I look forward to working with you -NTP

Transition Incentives Program

The Transition Incentives Program (TIP) was
created to encourage retired or retiring owners
or operators to transition their Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) acres to beginning or
socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers.

TIP sign-up began on Monday, May 17, 2010.
If all program requirements are met, TIP pro-
vides annual rental payments to the retiring
farmer for up to two additional years after the
date of the expiration of the CRP contract,
provided the transition is not to a family
member.

To be eligible, TIP requires that the retired or
retiring farmer or rancher:

e Have land enrolled in the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP) that is in
the last year of the contract.

e Agree to allow the beginning or so-
cially disadvantaged farmer or rancher
make conservation and land im-
provements in accordance with a sus-
tainable farm conservation plan.

e Agree to sell, or have a contract to
sell, or agree to long-term lease (a
minimum of 5 years) the land under
CRP contract to a beginning or social-
ly disadvantaged farmer or rancher by
Oct. 1 of the year the CRP contract
expires.

Generally, TIP only applies to contracts that
expire on September 30, 2010, or later. How-
ever, retired or retiring owners or operators
with CRP contracts that expired on September
30, 2008, and September 30, 2009, may be el-
igible to enroll in TIP. To learn more about
this program, producers interested in applying
and participating in TIP should stop by the
county office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov.




Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL)

With the implementation of the 2008 Farm Bill, producers of eligible commodities can obtain low-interest financing
to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities.

The maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL is $500,000. Participants are required to provide a down payment of
15-20 percent, with CCC providing a loan for the remaining 80-85 percent of the net cost of the eligible storage facility and
permanent drying and handling equipment. Loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available depending on the amount of the loan.
Interest rates for each term rate may be different and are based on the rate which CCC borrows from the Treasury Department
(currently 2.75% to 3.5%).

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA county office that maintains the farm's records. An FSFL must be ap-
proved before any site preparation or construction begins. The following commaodities are eligible for farm storage loans:

e Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley or minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain
e Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley harvested as other-than-whole grain

o Hay
e Renewable biomass, Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - cold storage facilities
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i Nominations for County Committee Open June 15

i County Committee (COC) members are a critical component of the operations of Farm Service

i Agency (FSA). They help in the delivery of FSA farm programs at a local level, as well as, work to
make FSA farm programs serve the needs of local producers.

Since County Committee elections happen once a year, here is a refresher. For election purposes,
i counties are divided into local administrative areas, or LAAs. Each LAA contributes one producer to
: serve a three-year term on the Farm Service Agency county committee.

Each year, an election is held in an LAA to replace the committee member whose three-year term is

¢ expiring. Huron County will be holding an election for a person to represent LAA 3, which includes Hu-
i ron, Gore, Bloomfield, Rubicon, Sigel, Sand Beach, Paris, and Sherman Townships. This position is

i currently held by Mark Roggenbuck.

Nominations for candidates to run for the FSA county committee election representing producers in
: Local Administrative Area 3 will be accepted from June 15 through August 2, 2010.

Producers who are eligible to vote in LAA 3 and who patrticipate or cooperate in an FSA
i Program, and are of legal voting age, may be nominated to serve on the county committee.

¢ Individuals may nominate themselves or others as candidates. Additionally, organizations
: representing minority and women farmers are encouraged to submit nominations. All eligible farmers,
¢ ranchers and other agricultural producers are welcome to participate.

To be valid, the nomination form must be signed by the person being nominated, indicating agreement
: to serve if elected, and returned to the FSA county office by the close of business on August 2, or E
i postmarked by midnight August 2, 2010.

: A nomination form, FSA-669A, is included in this newsletter. More information on the elections, including nomi-
: nation forms, is available at the county office or online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections .

........................................................................................................................................................................................
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FSA-669A U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
(03-24-10) Farm Service Agency

NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION

1. NAME OF NOMINEE (Type of Print Nominee's Full Name) TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNTY FSA OFFICE

4. INITIALS OF EMPLOYEE RECEIVING FORM AND DATE RECEIVED
2. ADDRESS OF NOMINEE 5. COUNTY
6. LAA 7. STATE
3. NOMINEE'S CERTIFICATION: 8. NOMINATOR'S CERTIFICATION:
1 hereby agree to have my name placed on the ballot, that I will serve if If this nomination is by other than self, the following eligible voter or
elected, and if there is a conflict of interest, Iwill resign such position. represendative of a community bused orgurmization hereby nominates the
afore-named person 1o be a candidate in the next County FS4 Committee
D 1 DO want to witness the settling of tied votes with another nominee. election for the county.
|:| I DO NOT want to witness the setling of tied votes with another nominee.
3A. SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE 3B. DATE 8A. SIGNATURE OF NOMINATOR 8B. DATE
[ ] check nere if nominee is a write-in candidate. (If the individual is self nhominating, no signature is required).

9. TO BECOMPLETED BY NOMINEE

VOLUNTARY INFORMATION FOR MONITORING PURPOSES: The following information is requested by the Federal Government in order
to monitor FSA's compliance with federal laws prohibiting discrimination against program participants on the basis of race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, marital status, handicapped condition, or age. You are not required to furnish this information, but are encouraged to do
s0. This information will not be used in evaluating your nomination or to discriminate against you in any way.

ETHNICITY RACE (Choose as many boxes as applicable) GENDER

D Hispanic or Latino D American Indian or Alaska Native D Black or African-American D Male

D Net Hispanic or Latino l:l Asian D Mative Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander EI Female
D White

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM
Complete the form as follows:

ITEM1 Type or Printthe nominee's full name. The nominee must be;

A. Eligible to vote in the designated County FSA Committee election.

B. Eligible to hold the office of County FSA Committee member.

C. Willing to serve if elected.
ITEM2  Enter the nominee's current address.
ITEM3  The nominee must check one of the boxes to indicate a preference regarding the settling of tied votes.
ITEMS 3A &3B  The nominee must sign and date.
ITEMS 8A & 8B The nominator must sign and date. (If the individual is self nominaling, no signature is reguired.)
ITEM9  Completing this item is voluntary.

ALL FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE COUNTY OFFICE OR POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 2, 2010.

NOTE: The following statement is made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 552a - as amended). The authority for requesting the information identified on this
form is the Foed, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Pub. L. 110-246). The information will be used to obtain nominees for election to the County FSA Commiites,
The information collected on this form may be disclosed to other Federal, State, Local government jes, Tribal ag ies, and nong mental enfities that have
been authorized access fo the information by statute or regulation and/or as described in applicable Routine Uses identified in the System of Records Notice for Counfy
Personnel Records, USDA/FSA-6. Froviding the requested information is voluntary. However, failure fo furnish the requested information will result in a determination of|
ineligibility for normination for election to the County F54 Committee.

A g fo the Pap k R jon Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required fo respond fo, a coliection of information unless
rf dfspfsys & valid OMB mdm-' number. The valid OME conirof number for this information collection is 0560-0229. The time required to complete this information
collection is estimated fo average 10 minutes per resp i g the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data , gathering and maintaining the

data needed and completing amd reviewing the collection oa"mfarmsrmn The provisions of appropriate criminal and civil fraud, privacy, and other sfatui‘ss may be
applicable to the information provided. RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORMTO YOUR COUNTY FSA OFFICE.
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FSA 669N U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
(03-24-10) Farm Service Agency

NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION

This form allows individuals to nominate themselves or any other person as a candidate. If additional forms are needed, this
one may be copied or may be obtained at the County FS.A Office or obtained electronically at http://wvwww.sc.egov.usda.gov.
Each form submitted must be:

A. Limited to one nominee.

B. Signed and dated by the nominee in Item 3. Nominee must sign if willing to have his/her name placed on the
ballot and agrees to serve if elected.

Note: Name shown on ballot will appear exactly the same as in Agency records.
C. Delivered to the County FS A Office or postmarked no later than August 2, 2010.
D. Signed and dated as a write-in candidate if elected as a member and willing to serve on the COC.

The County FSA Committee is responsible for reviewing cach form to determine the cligibility of nominees. A person who
files this form and is found ineligible will be so notified and have an opportunity to file a challenge.

Persons nominated should actively participate in the operation of a farm or ranch and be well qualified for committee work., A
producer is eligible to be a County FSA committee member if the producer resides in the Local Administrative Area (LL.AA) in

which the election is to be held and is eligible to vote.

Federal regulations may prohibit County FSA Committee members from holding certain positions in some farm. commodity,
and political organizations if such positions pose a conflict of interest with FSA duties. The positions include functional offices
such as president, vice president. secretary. or treasurer: and positions on boards or executive committees. Conflict of interest
restrictions also apply to employees, operators, managers, and majority owners of tobacco warchouses. Questions concerning
eligibility should be directed to the County FS A Office.

A candidate has the option to request that all voted ballots for an individual county committee election be returned to the
respective State Office in licu of being returned to the county office. This request must be in writing and submitted to the local
County Executive Director prior to the announced end of the nomination period.

The duties of County FS A Committee members include:

Administering farm program activities conducted by the County FS A Office.
Informing farmers of the purpose and provisions of the FSA programs.
Keeping the State FS A Committee informed of LA A conditions.

Monitoring changes in farm programs.

Participating in county mectings as necessary.

Performing other duties as assigned by the State FS A Committee

mEUCEY

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic infor-
mation, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program informa-
tion (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint
of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




