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Ingham/Livingston County News 

         
Mason USDA Service  
Center 
 
Ingham County FSA 
521 N Okemos St 
Mason, MI 48854 
Phone (517)676-4644 x 2 
Fax (517) 676-7011 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mi 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
Gary Hoisington 
Vernon Elliott 
Larry Minnis 
Terrence Butler 
Russell Oesterle 
 
COC Advisor 
Jeanine Igl 
 
The County Committee 
meets the Second Thurs-
day of each month at  
9:30 am in the Mason 
Service Center shown 
above. 
 
Staff 
County Executive Director 
Ronda K Bozek-Smith 
 
Program Technicians 
JoAnna Rogers 
Karen Vozarik 
Gretchen Wasper 
 
Field Assistant 
Ralph Huss 
 
Farm Loan Manager 
Dave Hemker 
Phone (989) 723-8263 
 

 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COUNTY COMMITTEE  
ELECTION RESULTS 
Thanks to all of you who participated in 
the County Committee election process. 
Gary Hoisington for Local Administra-
tive Area 4 and Larry Minnis for LAA 
 # 1 have been elected to the County 
Committee for 3 year terms.   Alternates 
are for LAA 1 are John Lynn Allen and 
Joan Wright.    
 
At the first meeting of the year held on 
January 14, 2010,  Vern Elliott was 
selected as Chairperson, and Gary Hoi-
sington as Vice Chairperson. 
 
Jeff Oesterle resigned from the commit-
tee and his place has been assumed by 
his 1st Alternate, Russell Oesterle. Sin-
cere thanks go to Jeffrey Oesterle for 
his many years of excellent service on 
the FSA County Committee.   
Thanks Jeff! 
 

2010 DCP AND ACRE 
ENROLLMENT  
We are making appointments for 
enrollment now.  2010 enrollment will 
end June 1, 2010.  Please complete 
your rental agreements and give us a call 
soon. DCP and ACRE contracts cannot 
be approved for payment without a cur-
rent lease, owner signature on the 
contract or a cash rent certification 
signed by the operator.  Farms enrolled 
with a cash rent certification will not be 
paid advances until after June 1.  If you 
have questions about your current leases 
please contact the office before your 
appointment.   See next column for cash  
lease requirements.  
 
If you are planning to enroll in ACRE 
this year you must have the CCC 509 
ACRE forms signed by all owners on a 
farm. Call the office to get these forms 
for your owners’ signatures before your 
sign up appointment. 
 

 

JUNE 1  is the deadline to enroll in 
the 2010 DCP or ACRE ,  Please 
call soon to make your appoint-
ment!!!! 
 

CURRENT 
LEASE REQUIREMENTS  
 
EFFECTIVE 11/16/09: 
Rental agreements and leases must 
include: 
 Printed land owner name, signature, 

and date signed 
 Printed farm operator name, signa-

ture, and date signed 
 length of lease (if multiple years, list 

number of years) 
 type of lease (cash rent, share of 

crop, barter terms) 
 

2010 NAP Coverage  
Deadline Approaching 
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP) was designed to 
reduce financial losses that occur when 
natural disasters cause a catastrophic loss 
of production or prevented planting of an 
eligible crop. NAP provides coverage 
equivalent to FCIC catastrophic (CAT) 
insurance. Statute limits NAP to a crop or 
commodity for which CAT is not  
available.   

The application deadline date for the 
2010 NAP coverage for most spring 
seeded crops is March 15, 2010.   

The enrollment deadline for 2010 wheat, 
small grains, fall speltz, forage crops, 
fruits, berries, and asparagus was in the 
fall of 2009. 

Producers who had coverage on 2009 
NAP crops may choose to continue cover-
age on the same crop or crops for 2010 
however the applicable service fee must 
be submitted by the 2010 application clos-
ing date.  
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Direct Deposit 
All FSA payments are to be made by 
direct deposit unless there is a financial 
hardship to prevent it. Producers need to 
notify us when accounts change to pre-
vent a delay in payments 
 
Signature Requirements 
Spouses may sign all program applica-
tions without having a power of attorney. 
If for some reason you do not want your 
spouse to sign your name on program 
documents we must be notified in  
writing. 
 
Exception: Commodity Loans - both 
spouses must sign for commodity loans, 
marketing authorizations and lock-in 
repayment rates unless you have a power 
of attorney on file. 
 
PAYMENT ELIGIBILITY 
RULE CHANGE FOR 2010 

All partners, stockholders or members 
with an ownership interest in a legal 
entity must make contributions of  
active personal labor and/or active 
personal management to the farming 
operation that are performed on a  
regular basis, identifiable and docu-
mentable, and are separate and distinct 
from the contributions of other mem-
bers.  For 2010 an exception may 
apply if at least 50% of the interest is 
held by members that are providing 
the labor and/or management dis-
cussed above and the members are 
collectively receiving total payments 
that are $40,000 or less. 

June 1 will be used for determina-
tion of a minor child for direct 
attribution for payment limitation 
purposes. 

Producers with NAP coverage must   re-
member to complete the following to 
qualify for NAP benefits:  

 Timely file acreage reports and keep 
track of harvested production using ac-
ceptable methods.        

 File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of 
when a loss becomes apparent, due to 
drought, hail, etc.   

REMEMBER THAT ALL 2010 
CROPS OF ECONOMIC 
SIGNIFICANCE MUST BE 
COVERED BY NAP OR CROP 
INSURANCE TO BE ELIGIBLE 
FOR CROP LOSSES UNDER THE 
SURE PROGRAM FOR 2010.    
 

NAP Production Reporting  
 
Production records for individual crops 
need to be filed with our office to establish 
an approved NAP yield each year.  Records 
submitted must be reliable or verifiable.  
The records need to show crop disposition.  
It is recommended producers submit 2009 
production records soon after harvest.  All 
production records for 2009 must be sub-
mitted by the 2010 acreage report date for 
the crop.  The final acreage reporting date 
for NAP crops is July 15, 2010. 
 

 
Foreign Investors 
Federal Law requires that foreign persons 
who acquire, transfer, or hold interest in 
agricultural land must report these holdings 
to FSA within 90 days of any changes. 
Failure to report could result in 
fines up to 25% of the fair market value 
of the land in question. 
 
Controlled Substance 
Any person who is convicted under federal 
or state law of a controlled substance 
violation could be ineligible for USDA 
payments or benefits. Violations include 
planting, harvesting or growing a prohi-
bited plant. 

 

 
 
Farm 
Records 
Changes Due 
 
Now is the time to 
request farm  
reconstitutions if 
land in your opera-
tion has been 
dropped, added, or 
has changed own-
ership.  To make 
changes you must 
have legal descrip-
tions showing new 
owners and/or new 
leases.  All 
changes should be 
submitted to the 
County Office by 
June 1, 2010 and 
before advances 
are paid if you plan 
to enroll the land in 
the DCP.   
 
 
INTERESTED 
IN THE ACRE 
PROGRAM? 
 
We will be hold-
ing ACRE 
informational 
meetings in the 
FSA Office on 
most Tuesdays at 
10:00 am and 
Wednesdays at 
2:00 pm starting 
February 23, 
2010.  Call the 
office to confirm 
dates and times. 
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Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Program (SURE) 
 
SURE provides benefits for farm revenue 
losses due to natural disaster. It is the 
2008 Farm Bill’s successor to the prior 
Ad Hoc Crop Disaster Programs. Unlike 
the prior USDA Disaster Programs, 
SURE is legislated through 2011. For 
SURE program purposes, a “farm” refers 
to all acreage in all counties that is 
planted or intended to be planted to crops 
that are for sale by the producer and all 
hay crops. 
 
Eligible Farms - SURE payments are 
available to producers on farms that are 
located in a county covered in a qualifying 
natural disaster declaration (USDA 
Secretarial Declarations only) or in a 
contiguous county OR the actual production 
is less than 50% of the normal 
production. In order to receive payments, 
the farm must suffer at least a10% eligible 
production loss on at least one crop 
of economic significance. 
 
Eligible Producers - To be eligible for 
the SURE Program, all of the farming 
operation’s crops (planted or intended) 
that are of economic significance must be 
covered by either Federal Crop Insurance 
(CI) or FSA’s Non-insurable Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage. 
Coverage must also be obtained for other 
crops for which CI or NAP is available, 
such as nursery, honey, and floriculture. 
However, coverage for grazed crops is 
not required for SURE. Eligible farmers 
who meet the definition of Socially Disadvan-
taged, Limited Resource, or 
Beginning Farm do not have to meet the 
Federal Crop Insurance requirement. 
 
Payment Calculation - Producers with 
qualifying losses are eligible to receive 
60% of the difference between the SURE 
Disaster Program Guarantee and the 
actual Farm Revenue. 
 

Disaster Program Guarantee - The guarantee 
is determined by totaling the calculated guaran-
tee for each crop. For insured crops, the 
guarantee is based on the level of coverage the 
producer has elected. Higher levels of coverage 
will result in higher crop guarantees. 
 
For NAP crops, the guarantee is based on 
a formula that includes the yield, 
acreage, and price factors. The farms 
Disaster Program guarantee cannot exceed 
90% of the expected revenue for the 
farm. 
 
Total Farm Revenue - Included in the 
Total Farm Revenue calculation are estimated 
crop value, CI indemnities, NAP payments, 
Market Assistance Loan proceeds, other disaster 
payments, DCP payments (15% of direct pay-
ments, plus all CC payments and ACRE 
payments). 
 
Sure Calculator - To assist farmers and 
ranchers in evaluating their options with 
SURE, USDA has created a SURE Calculator. 
Note that to qualify for SURE; producers need 
to obtain CI or NAP on all crops in all counties 
in all states. To utilize the Calculator, visit the 
FSA websitewww.fsa.usda.gov Under “I want 
to” in the upper right corn, click on “View 
Farm Bill Information”. 

BIOMASS CROPASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 
 
The Biomass Crop Assistance Program 
(BCAP) was established to offer financial assis-
tance for producers or entities with the 
collection, storage, harvest and transportation 
(CHST) of eligible material for use in biomass 
conversion facilities. To receive payment, 
producers and entities must deliver the material 
to a qualified Biomass Conversion 
Facility (BCF) and the biomass material must 
be listed as an eligible material. Please call 
with any questions.  Visit the following website 
for additional information on this new and excit-
ing program.  www.fsa.usda.gov/energy 

Maintaining 
CRP Cover 

 

Cover maintenance 
for CRP is the partic-
ipant’s responsibility 
and must be done 
according to the  
conservation plan.  
All activity such as 
mowing, burning, 
and spraying must be 
conducted outside the 
primary nesting sea-
son for wildlife.  In 
Michigan this is after 
August 1 and before 
August 24.  Call the 
office if you have 
questions. 
 

 
Farm Storage  
Facility Loans are 
available at great 
rates and terms!  
 
January interest 
rates are 2.875 to 
3.75% depending 
of the term of the 
loan.  See chart 
on last page. 
 
For more informa-
tion on facility loans 
please visit your 
FSA county office 
or 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 
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Dates to Remember 

February 15th 
Office closed for the obser-
vance of President’s Day 

March 15th NAP sales closing date  

March 31st 
Last day to request 09 Wheat 
Loans 

May 31st 
 

Last day to request corn &  
soybean loans 

June 1st 
Signup ends for 2010 
DCP/ACRE 

June 30th 
Deadline to report fall seeded 
crops  

July 15th 
Deadline to report spring 
seeded crops  

Selected Interest Rates for 
January 2010 

7 yr.   Farm Storage Facility Loans 2.875%
10 yr. Farm Storage Facility Loans 3.375%
12 yr. Farm Storage Facility Loans 3.750%
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.375%

 The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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Updating Farm Records for 
2010 
 
Reconstitutions - changes that require 
a farm combination or split should be 
reported as soon as possible to prevent 
a delay in program participation. 
 
Reconstitutions are completed in the 
order they are received. Remember, to 
be effective for the 2010 program year, 
recons must be requested by June. 1, 
2010. 
 

 
 
Reminder…….When planting this spring 
keep track of your planting dates. You will 
need to bring these in with you to report 
your crops. 

SPECIAL 
ACCOMODATIONS 
Reasonable 
accommodations 
will be made, upon 
request, for Individ-
uals with disabilities, 
vision impairment, 
or hearing impair-
ment to attend or 
participate in 
meetings or events 
sponsored by the 
Farm Service 
Agency. If you 
require special 
accommodations 
to attend or partici-
pate in one of our 
events, please call 
the FSA county  
office. 


