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PREVENTED PLANTING ACREAGE 
Prevented planting is the inability to plant the intended crop acreage with 
proper equipment by the final planting date for the crop because of a natural 
disaster.  

Ineligible Acreage for Prevented Planting includes but is not limited to, 
acreage:  

• Not planted because of a management decision
• Affected by chemical and herbicide residue
• Where the producer was unable to find a market for the crop
• Affected by wildlife damage

To be considered timely filed, producers who request prevented planting 
acreage credit must report the acreage on form FSA-578 and complete form 
CCC-576, Part B within 15 calendar days after the final planting date.  After 
form CCC-576 is submitted, it cannot be withdrawn or revised.    

Deadlines to file prevented planting with FSA are as follows: 

• June 4, 2014 for Oats and Sugar Beets
• June 15, 2014 for (SPR) Barley
• June 20, 2014 for Corn
• June 30, 2014 for Soybeans

For crops not listed, please contact the County Office for dates. 

Verification of prevent plant acreage must be made by one of the following 
methods: crop insurance data if the data supports the FSA-578 Report of 
Acreage, County Committee (COC) knowledge, or field visit.  NOTE:  If the 
COC has knowledge that an area in the county is affected by a natural 
disaster, they can approve the acreage without performing a field visit.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


LIVESTOCK DISASTER ASSISTANCE SIGN-UP UNDERWAY 
Livestock disaster program enrollment opened on April 15, 2014. These disaster programs are authorized by the 
2014 Farm Bill as permanent programs and provide retroactive authority to cover losses that occurred on or after 
Oct. 1, 2011.  

To expedite applications, all producers who experienced losses are encouraged to bring records documenting 
those losses to their local FSA Office. Producers should record all pertinent information of natural disaster 
consequences, including:  

• Documentation of the number and kind of livestock that have died, supplemented if possible by
photographs or video records of ownership and losses

• Dates of death supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts
• Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or to move animals to new pastures
• Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed
• Crop records, including seed and fertilizer purchases, planting and production records

Eligible producers can sign-up for the following livestock disaster assistance programs: 

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have 
suffered grazing losses due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. 
Eligible producers must physically be located in a county affected by a qualifying drought during the normal 
grazing period for the county. Producers who suffered eligible grazing losses should submit a completed CCC-
853 and supporting documentation by January 30, 2015.  

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered 
livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced 
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. Producers who suffered livestock death 
losses should submit a notice of loss and an application for payment to their local FSA office by January 30, 
2015. 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides 
emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish that have losses due to 
disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. ELAP assistance is provided for 
losses not covered by LFP and LIP. Producers who suffered eligible livestock, honeybee or farm-raised fish 
losses during 2012 and 2013 program years must submit a notice of loss and application for payment to their 
local FSA office by August 1, 2014. For 2014 program year losses, the notice of loss and an application for 
payment must be submitted by November 1, 2014.  

For more information, producers can review the LFP, LIP and ELAP Fact Sheets on the Farm Bill webpage. 
Producers are encouraged to make an appointment with their local FSA office to apply for these programs.  

USDA FARM SERVICE AGENCY ANNOUNCES TREE 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (TAP) SIGN-UP 
As of  Tuesday, April 15, 2014, orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from natural 
disasters that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011, can sign up for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP). TAP was 
authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program.  TAP provides financial assistance to 
qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines 
damaged by natural disasters.  

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. Nursery 
trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for 
pulp or timber are ineligible.  

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality 
from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural 
disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes 
and vines were planted.   

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months from 
the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for 
which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


LOANS FOR THE SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production.  Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches. 

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding 
for members of socially disadvantaged applicants.   

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or 
gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual 
qualities.  For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, American 
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.  

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the 
needed credit elsewhere.  

GOVDELIVERY CUSTOMERS ARE NOT IMPACTED BY THE 
HEARTBLEED BUG 
GovDelivery customer subscriptions are not affected by the Heartbleed bug.  This bug has caused major security 
concerns among users of cloud technology. The Heartbleed bug refers to a flaw in an encryption tool used on the 
Internet that can expose data that is meant to be hidden.  

Your GovDelivery account and information is safe. Nothing in the GovDelivery network architecture is 
affected by this bug.  You can find out more about the Heartbleed bug at http://heartbleed.com.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

http://heartbleed.com/
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