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Meeting Notice
Roundtable Discussion
2008 Farm Bill Programs

On Friday, March 13, 2009 at 1:30 P.M. in
Room 320 of the Isabella County Building
representatives of FSA and MSU-E will be
available to discuss 2008 Farm Bill Programs.

This is intended to be an update to last month's
formal public meeting and will focus heavily
on gquestions from the audience rather than a
prepared presentation. Specific emphasis will
be placed on the 2009 DCP Program and the
new ACRE and SURE Programs.

While signup for the 2009 DCP Program is
available now (please call for an appointment)
until the June 1, 2009 deadline, many details
of ACRE and SURE are still not available,
however, broad descriptions are as follows:

SUpplemental REvenue
Assistance (SURE)

SURE is a crop disaster program that offers
supplemental revenue protection for a “whole
farm” (all crops in all counties).

SURE compares “total expected crop reve-
nue” to “actual crop revenue” with a payment
being calculated at 60% of that difference.

Implementation of SURE in any given year
requires that either the county receive a crop
disaster declaration by the Secretary of Agri-
culture or the “whole farm” must have a 50%
expected revenue loss. In addition, at least one
crop of economic significance must suffer at
least a 10% vyield loss due to natural causes.

Economic significance means the expected
revenue from the crop must be at least 5% of
the total farm revenue.

To be eligible for SURE you are required to
purchase either crop insurance, where avail-
able, or a NAP policy on every crop of
economic significance on the “whole farm”.

The deadline for these purchases for 2009
spring seeded crops is March 16, 20009.

e Crop Insurance - purchased through
private agents (list available) for se-
lected crops. Various coverage levels
and options are available. Check with
a private agent for more details.

e NAP - purchased through FSA for all
crops not covered by Crop Insurance.
NAP covers 50% (or greater) yield
loss for an administrative fee of $250
per crop per year with a maximum
limit of $750 per producer per county.
Note: Fees may be waived for producers
who qualify as a limited resource
farmers or ranchers.

Under the SURE program it is possible for
average or above average revenues in other
crops to offset the revenue loss in one crop.

Average Crop Revenue Election
(ACRE)

ACRE is an FSA farm revenue safety net
based on State yields and National prices
against an individual FSA farm proven yield.
ACRE payments are made when both State
and FSA farm have incurred a revenue loss.

While you have a choice each year 2009-2012
to enroll in either DCP or ACRE once ACRE
is elected (which requires landowners consent)
it is an irrevocable decision for that FSA farm
which will remain in ACRE for the balance of
the Farm Bill.
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ADDRESS
CHANGES

FSA is now mailing
county newsletters from a
central site in Lansing.

If you receive multiple
newsletters at the same
address — or — are not
interested in the material
provided,

PLEASE

Let FSA know so that the
necessary corrections can
be made to future mailings

If you know someone who

ould benefit from this
newsletter, please have
them contact FSA.

ACRE and SURE Comparisons

ACRE applies to an FSA farm number
SURE applies to a whole farm operation

SURE requires crop insurance/NAP purchase
ACRE does NOT require crop insurance but
voluntary purchase does increase FSA farm
benchmark trigger (increases ACRE payment)

Both ACRE and SURE use the same Market
Year Average prices in their calculations that
the DCP counter cyclical Program uses. None
of the crop values will be known until after the
marketing year for that crop is completed. —.

For example, the 2009 crop Corn or Soybean
price will not be known until September 2010
therefore any potential ACRE, SURE or CC
payment can not be made until September
2010.

Dates to Remember

March 13

2008 Farm Bill Programs
roundtable discussion meeting
1:30 P.M. — Room 320 Isabella
County Building

March 16

Crop Insurance sales deadline
(sold through private agents)

Noninsured crop sales deadline
(sold through FSA)

March 21

National Quilt Day

June 1st

2009 DCP Program Signup
Call for an appointment
(989) 772-5927

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic informa-
tion, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of Discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, D.C.,
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




