
 1

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Isabella County News 
 

June 2010                                                                             Issue No. 2 

     
Isabella County FSA 
USDA Service Center 
5979 E Broadway Rd. 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
989-772-5927, Ext. 2 
989-773-0480 (fax) 
 
Web Sites 
www.sc.egov.usda.gov 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mi 
 
Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
William M. Brewer, Chair 
James D. Judge, Jr. 
Joyce R. Conners 
Beth Bryant - Advisor 
 
COC meets the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month at 9:30 A.M. 
 
Staff 
Becky Dickman 
Kim Gibson-Leonard 
Connie Moeggenborg 
Colleen Schuldt 
Mary Lehnert 
 
County Executive Director 
Bob Thompson 
 
Farm Loan Manager 
Jerry Spickerman 
 
Farm Loan Officer 
Betty Garrett 
 
Farm Loan Officer Trainee 
Teresa Stewart 
 

Dates to Remember 
June 15 – Deadline to submit 
forms CCC-927/928 to IRS 
June 30 – Deadline to report 
fall-seeded small grains 
July 5 – Office closed in obser-
vance of Independence Day 
July 15 
 – Deadline to report spring-
seeded crops  
– Deadline to report CRP 
acreage.  
 - Deadline to report 2009 NAP 
production. 
August 1 – Deadline to request
Farm changes for 2010 
Ongoing 
 – Farm Storage Facility Loans 
 – Continuous CRP & CREP 

 
 
 
 
 

 Farm Storage Facility Loans 
Farm Storage Facility Loans are 
available at great rates and terms! 
June interest rates are 3.00% to 
3.875% depending on the term of the 
loan.  Loan terms range from 7 years to 12 
years depending on the amount financed. 
 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 

 
 
SPECIAL 
ACCOMODATIONS 
Reasonable accommodations 
will be made, upon request, for individuals 
with disabilities, vision impairment, 
or hearing impairment to attend or 
participate in meetings or events 
sponsored by the Farm Service 
Agency. If you require special 
accommodations to attend or participate 
in one of our events, please call 
the FSA county office. 
 
Commodity Loans 
Isabella County Producers are reminded that 
commodity loans are available for 2010 wheat, 
oats, corn, barley, and soybeans at the follow-
ing loan rates.  
 

Corn 1.81 
Soybeans 4.92 
Red Wheat 1.68 
White Wheat 2.00 
Oats 1.38 
Barley 1.82 

 

Crop Reporting 
All cropland acres must be reported to FSA to 
receive benefits for the following programs: 
 
 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program 

(DCP); 
 Acreage Crop Revenue Election 

(ACRE);  
 Marketing assistance loans, including  

             LDP’s;   
 Conservation Reserve Program 

(CRP); 
 Non-insured Assistance Program 

(NAP) 
 
Form FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must ac-
count for all cropland on a farm, whether idle 
or planted.  Producers need to file their 
acreage reports by: 
 June 30, 2010 for fall seeded small grain 

crops; 
 July 15, 2010 for spring seeded crops 

and CRP 
 

Signature Requirements 
Spouses may sign all program documents on 
behalf of each other without having a power of 
attorney on file. 
 
If for some reason you do not want your 
spouse to sign program documents on your 
behalf, we must be notified in writing. 
 
Exception: Commodity Loans - both 
spouses must sign for commodity loans, 
marketing authorizations and lock-in 
repayment rates unless a power 
of attorney is on file. 
 
Non-Insured Assistance Program 
(NAP) 
NAP producers are reminded to report their 
2009 production to the FSA Office for APH 
purposes no later than July 15, 2010. 
 
REMINDER, if you experience any condi-
tions that may result in a loss to any crop 
covered under NAP you must contact the  
office within 15 days of the event.  
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Nominations for County Committee Open June 15 
County Committee (COC) members are a critical component of the operations of the Farm Service  
Agency (FSA). They help in the delivery of FSA farm programs at a local level, as well as work to 
make FSA farm programs serve the needs of local producers.  
  
Since County Committee elections happen once a year, here is a refresher. For election purposes, 
counties are divided into local administrative areas, or LAAs. Each LAA elects one producer to serve a 
three-year term on the Farm Service Agency County Committee. 
  
Each year, an election is held in an LAA to replace and/or elect the committee member whose three-
year term is expiring. Isabella County will be holding an election for a person to represent LAA #3, 
which includes Vernon, Wise, Isabella, Denver, and Chippewa Townships. This position is currently 
held by William M. Brewer. 
 
Nominations for candidates to run for the FSA County Committee election representing producers in 
Local Administrative Area #3 will be accepted from June 15, 2010, through August 2, 2010. 
 
Producers who are of legal voting age and are eligible to vote in LAA #3 and who participate and/or  
cooperate in FSA programs, may be nominated to serve on the county committee. 
  
Individuals may nominate themselves or others as candidates.  Additionally, organizations 
representing minority and women farmers may nominate candidates.  All farmers, ranchers and other 
agricultural producers are encouraged to participate. 
  
To be valid, the nomination form must be signed by the person being nominated, indicating agreement 
to serve if elected, and returned to the FSA county office by the close of business on August 2, or 
postmarked by midnight August 2, 2010. 
  
A nomination form, FSA-669A, is included in this newsletter. More information on the elections, including 
nomination forms, is available at the county office or online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections .  
 

 
 

Beginning Farmer Loan Programs for Real Estate Purchases 
 
Farm Service Agency offers several alternatives for beginning farmers who wish to finance real estate purchases.  To qualify 
as an eligible beginning farmer, an applicant must have participated in management of a farm operation for at least 3 years, 
but must not have farmed independently for more than 10 years.  He/she must not own acreage totaling more than 30% of 
the median size farm in the county of operation (in Isabella, cannot exceed 23.4 acres) at the time of loan closing.  Other 
eligibility criteria and loan dollar limits also apply. 
 
Interest rates and terms vary by program and the specific needs of the applicant.  Presently, interest rates for real estate 
financing are between 1.5 – 5.125%, fixed.  Loan terms are 20‐40 years, also depending on the program utilized.  Funding is 
limited but summer to fall is generally the best time to apply, to obtain funding from the new federal fiscal year, which be‐
gins October 1. 
 
Targeted funding exists for Socially Disadvantaged Applicants.  A Socially Disadvantaged Applicant is an individual who falls 
into the following groups: women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asians and Pacific Islan‐
ders. 
 
Other FSA Farm Loan Programs are also available.  For more information on the above or other Farm Loan Programs, please 
contact Jerry Spickerman, Farm Loan Manager, or Betty Garrett, Farm Loan Officer.



 3



 4 

Isabella County FSA Office 
5979 E Broadway Rd 
Mt. Pleasant, MI  48858 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400  
Independence Avenue, SW. Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 
(English Federal relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal relay).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
 
Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment.  If accommo-
dations are required, please contact Bob Thompson at 989-772-5927, ext. 2 
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