June 2014

USDA
oL

NEWSLETT

2014 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES

USDA ANNOUNCES CHANGES TO FRUIT, VEGETABLE AND WILD RICE PLANTING RULES

SAVE TIME — MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH FSA

LOANS FOR THE SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED

HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND AND WETLAND COMPLIANCE

USDA AWARDING $6 MILLION TO PREPARE FARMERS FOR NEW FARM BILL PROGRAMS

BANK ACCOUNT CHANGES

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS

Isabella County FSA Updates

Isabella County
FSA Office

5979 E Broadway Rd
Mount Pleasant, MI. 48858

Phone: 989-772-5927
Fax: 855-662-9276

County Executive Director:

Wayne Stickler

Farm Loan Manager:
Jerry Spickerman

Program Technicians:
Becky Dickman

Connie Moeggenborg
Heather Hadder
Colleen Schuldt

Farm Loan Trainee:
Matt Peacock

County Committee:
Beth Bryant - Chairperson

John Kampf - Vice Chairperson

Kevin Faber - Member
Carol Neyer - Advisor

Next County Committee
Meeting: To be announced

2014 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers
are encouraged to visit the Isabella County FSA office to file an accurate
crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Isabella County:

July 15, 2014: Beans (Adzuki, Black Turtle, Cranberry, Great
Northern, Kidney, Dark Red Kidney, Light Red Kidney, White Kidney, Pinto,
Small Red, Small White/Navy, Tebo, Yellow Eye), Cabbage planted 3/31-
5/31, Cucumbers (Planted 5/10-6/16, Spring Forage Seeding, and all other
spring seeded crops

August 15, 2014: Beans (all other types), Cabbage (Planted 6/1-
7120, Cucumbers (Planted 5/15-7/20)

November 15, 2014:
Grains.

Michigan Perennial Forage, Fall-Seeded Small

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting
date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar
days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage
reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 30
calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

documentation must be provided to the county office.

” o

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

green manure,” “left

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date
for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of
the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact the Isabella County FSA office at
Phone, 989-772-5927.

USDA ANNOUNCES CHANGES TO FRUIT, VEGETABLE AND
WILD RICE PLANTING RULES

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect producers who
intend to participate in certain programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014.

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables or wild rice are
planted on the payment acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not apply to mung beans, dry peas, lentils or
chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not considered payment acres will not result in
a payment reduction. Farms that are eligible to participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year
may plant unlimited fruits, vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for that
year. Eligibility for succeeding years is not affected.

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-for-acre
payment reduction when those crops are planted on either more than 15 percent of the base acres of a farm
enrolled in ARC using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of the base acres of a farm enrolled in
ARC using the individual coverage.

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a payment reduction if
the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s Commaodity Credit Corporation.

SAVE TIME — MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH FSA

As we roll out the Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, there will be related signups and in some cases
multiple management decisions that need to be made by you, the producer, in consult with FSA staff. To insure
maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your important business needs,
please call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that
you may need to have with you when you arrive for your appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact
information, please visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app .

LOANS FOR THE SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding
for members of socially disadvantaged applicants.


http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or
gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual
qualities.

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, American Indians,
Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the
needed credit elsewhere.

HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND AND WETLAND COMPLIANCE

Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive payments from USDA, they must be compliant
with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions. Farmers with HEL determined soils
must apply tillage, crop residue and rotation requirements as specified in their conservation plan.

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to ensure compliance. If you
intend to clear any trees to create new cropland, these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure any work will not
jeopardize your eligibility for benefits.

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) Certification to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) is necessary.

For more information on Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation provisions, contact a FSA County Office
or visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA AWARDING $6 MILLION TO PREPARE FARMERS FOR
NEW FARM BILL PROGRAMS

USDA is awarding $6 million to universities and cooperative state extension services to develop online decision
tools and other materials and train experts to educate producers about several key farm bill programs. The new
Web tools will help farmers and ranchers determine what participation in programs established by the 2014 Farm
Bill will mean for their businesses.

The University of lllinois (lead for the National Coalition for Producer Education), along with the Food and
Agricultural Policy Research Institute (FAPRI) at the University of Missouri and the Agricultural and Food Policy
Center at Texas A&M (co-leads for the National Association of Agricultural and Food Policy), will receive a total of
$3 million to develop the new online tools and train state-based extension agents who can in turn help educate
farmers.

The new resources will help farmers and ranchers make an educated choice between the new Agriculture Risk
Coverage (ARC) program and the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program. Using the new online tools, producers will
be able to use data unique to their specific farming operations combined with factors like the geographical diversity
of crops, soils, weather and climates across the country to test a variety of financial scenarios before officially
signing up for the new program options later this year. Once a producer enrolls in the ARC or PLC program, he or
she must remain in the program through the 2018 crop year.

New tools will be provided for other programs as well. Sign-up for the newly established Margin Protection
Program for Dairy (MPP) begins late this summer and enroliment for "buy-up" provisions under the Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) will begin early next year. An online MPP tool will be available when
sign up begins and the NAP buy-up provision resource will become available to producers in the fall for the 2015
crop year.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

USDA will also award $3 million to state cooperative extension services—a nationwide network of experts based
at land-grant universities—for outreach and education on the new Farm Bill programs. Funds will be used to
conduct public education outreach meetings where producers can speak with local extension agents and Farm
Service Agency (FSA) staff. Outreach meetings will begin late this summer to help farmers and ranchers
understand the new programs and their options.

While universities work to create new online tools, producers now have access to a preliminary website that gives
them a chance to begin familiarizing themselves with the new programs and the type of information they will need
to consider when deciding which program options work better for them. At this site, farmers and ranchers can view
ARC and PLC projected payments, ARC guarantees, and PLC payment rate projections. These tables are
available on the FSA website.

Visit www.fsa.usda.gov or the local FSA office for information about FSA and the 2014 Farm Bill programs.

BANK ACCOUNT CHANGES

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into a bank account. In order for timely
payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office when an account has been changed or if

another financial institution purchases the bank where payments are sent. Payments can be delayed if the FSA

office is not aware of updates to bank accounts and routing numbers.

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS

Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing
impairment. If accommodations are required, individuals should contact the county FSA office staff directly or by
phone.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)
377-8642 (Relay voice users).


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=arpl&topic=landing
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